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Topography

Steep terrain due to 
tectonic lines and volcanos

1 Outline of Nagano Prefecture

Total Land Area

13,562km2 Population（01 Oct. 2021）

2,020,372

Forest Area

10,680km2

Forest Coverage

79％

Growing Stock of 
Forest

200 mil m3
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1 Outline of Nagano Prefecture（Forest）

Breakdown of privately 
owned forest (tree
species)

Breakdown of privately 
owned forest（ownership
types）

National forest
3,710km2

Privately owned
forest

6,970km2

Forest area
10,680km2

prefectures・
municipalities

26％

Settlements
・companies, 

etc.
32％

private
42％

hardwood
41％

larch
27％

Red pine
14％

Hinoki 
cypress

８％

cedar
８％

others
２％

 Diverse tree species

 Private ownership in small in 
scales（smaller than５ha: 30%）

Unique points
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 Depopulation and aging of  
mountain villages

 Delayed clarification of 
forest boundaries

２ Pathway to Cooperation・Exchange

Challenges for Nagano Necessary measures

 Introduction of efficient forest 
management method, based on 
the latest technology

Nagano‘s total population & change of 
percentages of residents over 75 and older 5



２ Pathway to Cooperation・Exchange

 Heavy use of plastic, 
scarcity of wood products 
in everyday environment

 Frequency of disasters due 
to global warming

Challenges for Nagano Necessary measures

 Introduction and establishment 
of bioeconomy, utilizing trees and 
woods

⇒ Regeneration of link between 
trees/woods and people

⇒ Realization of zero-carbon
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 Nagano Prefecture signed MoU with Austrian government agency on 
forestry in 2015

 Ever since, working on establishment of excellent technology in Nagano 
through exchange of engineers and introduction of forestry machinery

 In exchange activities, Finland was introduced as a country of advanced 
initiatives on ICT-based forest management, bioeconomy, etc.

２ Pathway to Cooperation・Exchange
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３ Visit to Finland and Signing of MoU
◆ Technical visits, etc. in Finland（2018, 2019）

・Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry of Finland、Forestry 
Agency

・European Forest Institute（EFI）

・University of Eastern Finland, Karelia University of Applied 
Sciences, Lapland University, affiliated schools

・Business Joensuu

・arbonaut, 、Storaenso, John Deere and others

Destinations
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◆ MoU between Nagano Prefecture and North Karelia Regio（2019ー2024）
Concluded in October 2019

・Provision of information on activities on reguar basis

・Exchange on education, training and research knowledge

・International technology information, promotion of 

innovation exchange

・Participation in technical visitis of local governments and 

companies, trade fairs and exhibitions

・Provision of essential assistance and 

support for relevant activities

Forestry, forest product industry, renewable energy, timber use, 
bioeconomy

Area

Contents

３ Visit to Finland and Signing of MoU

※Ina City of Nagano also concluded MoU 
with North Karelia Region
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４ Examples of Cooperation・Exchange Activities

・Oct. 2021 Seminar on future wood 
utilization

・Expert from Business Joensuu participated 
in the seminar for wood use promotion as a 
speaker 

・and introduced Finland‘s various usages of 
wood material in building and textile

◆ Participation in Seminars, hosted by Nagano Prefecture and others
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４ Examples of Cooperation・Exchange Activities

・Feb. 2022  Zero Carbon Conference 
for Students

・Environment-conscious students 
participate from all over the world

・Online exchange of opinions on 
climate change, circular economy, micro 
plastic, forest resources

◆ Nagano Prefecture and educational organization of Finland plan joint online event 
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５ Outlook

・Governor of Nagano Prefecture declared 
Climate Emergency after experiencing 
catastrophe, caused by typhoon in 2019

・At the same time, he communicated 
internally and externally Nagano‘s decision 
to achieve CO2 emission net zero by 2050

・Stronger promotion of efforts to realize 
zero carbon

◆ Climate Emergency Declaration-2050 Zero Carbon Resolution-

12



５ Outlook
◆ Various initiatives to be materialized through collaboration

Joint R&D of 
plant-based 
aroma

Mechanized forestry, 
based on woods 
data 

㈱やまとわウェブサイトより

木曽観光連盟ウェブサイトより

Traditional crafts of 
prefecture

＋

Scandinavian design

Innovation learning 
using paper-thin 
sheet of wood
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Thank you for listening.
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