
Figure. HOUSTON, TEXAS—Population by Nativity, Foreign-Born Population by World Region of Birth, and 
Ten Leading Countries of Birth: 1850 to 2020
(See tables for cities for underlying data.  See text concerning data on the foreign-born population)
*Number in parentheses is city's rank in total population among U.S. cities.  Ranks below 100 shown with a dash (-). 

(NA) Not available.  Copyright © 2024 by Campbell Gibson.  Graphics may be copied for personal use or educational purposes, but may not be sold. 
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Europe Asia Africa Oceania Latin America Northern America

Foreign-born population by world region of birth (percent distribution)

Year*  Total Native
1850(-) 2.4 (NA) 
1860(-) 4.8 (NA) 
1870(-) 9.4 7.8 
1880(-) 17 14 
1890(-) 28 24 
1900(85) 45 40 
1910(68) 79 72 
1920(45) 138 126 
1930(26) 292 274 
1940(21) 385 369 
1950(14) 595 577 
1960(7) 938 914 
1970(6) 1,232 1,194 
1980(5) 1,595 1,440 
1990(4) 1,631 1,340 
2000(4) 1,955 1,439 
2010(4) 2,107 1,511 
2020(4) 2,296 1,632 
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Ten leading countries of birth of the foreign-born population (percent of foreign-born population)

Year 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th 9th 10th
Top
ten Other

1850 (Not available)
1860 (Not available)
1870 (Not available)
1880 (Not available)
1890 GER 46.5 IRE 15.1 GB 14.9 IT 6.3 FR 3.6 CAN 2.6 AUS 1.7 MEX 1.3 SWE 1.2 SWI 1.2 94.5 5.5
1900 GER 36.9 GB 14.9 IRE 11.0 IT 8.0 RUS 4.0 CAN 3.7 AUS 3.3 FR 2.7 MEX 2.7 SWE 2.3 89.7 10.2
1910 GER 26.7 GB 12.0 IT 10.0 MEX 7.7 RUS 7.6 IRE 7.2 POL 3.9 CAN 3.8 BOH 3.6 TUR 2.4 84.8 15.2
1920 MEX 32.7 GER 13.4 IT 10.7 RUS 9.1 GB 7.7 AUS 4.0 IRE 3.1 CAN 3.0 POL 2.4 GRE 1.5 87.5 12.5
1930 MEX 38.3 GER 11.4 IT 8.5 UK 7.4 RUS 5.6 POL 4.5 CAN 3.3 AUS 3.0 IRE 2.5 CZE 2.3 86.8 13.2
1940 MEX 32.6 GER 11.0 IT 8.7 RUS 7.3 UK 7.3 POL 4.7 CAN 3.7 AUS 3.2 GRE 2.7 IRE 2.6 83.6 16.4
1950 (Not available)
1960 (Not available)
1970 MEX 39.4 GER 6.3 UK 6.2 CAN 4.8 CHI 4.1 CUB 4.0 IT 2.6 COL 2.4 POL 2.2 USSR 2.0 73.9 26.1
1980 (Not available)
1990 MEX 47.6 ES 9.9 VIET 5.6 CHI 3.9 IND 2.5 PHIL 1.7 COL 1.7 UK 1.5 GUAT 1.5 HON 1.5 77.3 22.7
2000 MEX 53.0 ES 9.2 VIET 5.2 CHI 3.2 HON 2.8 IND 2.6 GUAT 2.0 NIG 1.5 COL 1.4 PAK 1.4 82.2 17.8

2010 MEX 48.3 ES 9.5 VIET 4.8 HON 4.6 CHI 3.4 GUAT 3.4 IND 2.9 NIG 1.3 PHIL 1.3 COL 1.3 80.9 19.1
2020 MEX 35.9 ES 9.7 HON 7.9 GUAT 4.6 VIET 4.2 CHI 3.8 IND 3.6 NIG 2.7 VEN 2.4 CUB 1.8 76.6 23.4
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† Percentages in brackets include Africa, Oceania, and countries in 
other regions for which data on country of birth were not published.
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