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In the Valley

God “With “Us

What joy for those whose strength comes from the Lord, who have set their minds on
a pilgrimage to Jerusalem. When they walk through the Valley of Weeping, it will
become a place of refreshing springs. The autumn rains will clothe it with blessings.
They will continue to grow stronger, and each of them will appear before God in
Jerusalem. — Psalm 84:5-7 NLT

God With Us ... Hebrew: "immanu” ("with us") and "EI" ("God")
Cf. Isaiah 7:14, 8:8, 8:10; Matthew 1:23

e The Journey of Life helps us to move the truth of “God With Us”
from to

The Pearl of Psalms — A Psalm of Peace ... Psalm 84

Psalm 84 was written by
Cf. Numbers 16 — Rebellion ... Numbers 16:31-35; Numbers 26:9-11

Three terms worth noting ...

¢ Dwelling Place/Tabernacle ... Dwelling of God ...

e Courts ... Settlement/Town ...

e House/Home ... Residence/Family ...

How do you get to the place where you are actually ...

1. Longing for His .. (vs. 1-2; cf. Ps. 42:1)

Satisfied in His ... (vs. 3-4; Phil 4:11)

Strengthened in Your ... (vs. 5-7; 2 Cor. 12:9-10)

M W

oo (vs. 8-12; Ps. 37:1-7)

Delight Even in this

We may Enjoy God on the mountaintops, but we get to
in the Valleys.

So What?

1. Life is filled with seasons of difficulty that is painful “at the time”
but later yields a harvest.

2. It is one thing to believe in God but it is quite another thing to
trust God.

3. If you believe in Jesus and you rest in him, then “suffering will
relate to your character like fire relates to gold.” (Tim Keller)

4. We should not assume that if we are trusting in God we won't
weep, or feel anger, or feel hopeless, or even feel betrayed.

5. Nothing is more important than to learn how to maintain a life of
purpose in the midst of painful adversity.

Appointment with God - Prayer Focus

CELEBRATE RECOVERY AT NR

When people walk through the doors of NR Church, they carry with them all the experiences
that have helped form their habits and life coping skills—some healthy, and some broken.
Celebrate Recovery is a program based on what Christ says about recovery and healing in
His Sermon on the Mount. The program is for anyone who struggles to walk by faith to
achieve deep peace and lasting freedom in Christ.

On December 7, 2025, Jason Hanshaw is facilitating a meeting for anyone interested in
leading and helping launch Celebrate Recovery here at NorthRidge. Jason plans to do a
“soft launch” of the program by journeying with leaders for a semester before launching fully
sometime mid-year in 2026. Success of the program depends on the Holy Spirit working in
the hearts and minds of those leading and participating in the program. Please pray
consistently for the Lord to move! Pray for the leaders!

e That God will bless them abundantly, so they have all they need to abound in the
ministry: equipping and anointing to facilitate leading the group, whatever is needed to
be consistent and faithful to the ministry, a heart of compassion, and full obedience to
take needs to the Lord. Philippians 4:19

e Pray the leaders seek first the kingdom of God. Matthew 6:33 Pray for the participants!

e That they believe God is working in their lives and that HE has the power to help them
recover from their hurts and fears.

e  That they voluntarily submit to every change God wants to make in their lives and to
humbly ask Him to remove any character defects.

e That they evaluate relationships, offering forgiveness to those who have hurt them and
making amends for harm they've done to others.

e That they have a daily time with God for self-examination to Know God and His
will...and the power to follow His will.
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What joy for those whose strength comes from the Lord, who have set their minds on
a pilgrimage to Jerusalem. When they walk through the Valley of Weeping, it will
become a place of refreshing springs. The autumn rains will clothe it with blessings.
They will continue to grow stronger, and each of them will appear before God in
Jerusalem. — Psalm 84:5-7 NLT

God With Us ... Hebrew: "immanu” ("with us") and "EI" ("God")
Cf. Isaiah 7:14, 8:8, 8:10; Matthew 1:23

e The Journey of Life helps us to move the truth of “God With Us”
from Theory to Reality

The Pearl of Psalms — A Psalm of Peace ... Psalm 84

Psalm 84 was written by The Sons of Korah
Cf. Numbers 16 — Rebellion ... Numbers 16:31-35; Numbers 26:9-11

Three terms worth noting ...

¢ Dwelling Place/Tabernacle ... Dwelling of God ... Presence
e Courts ... Settlement/Town ... Security
¢ House/Home ... Residence/Family ... Intimacy

How do you get to the place where you are actually ...

1. Longing for His Presence ... (vs. 1-2; cf. Ps. 42:1)
Satisfied in His Provision ... (vs. 3-4; Phil 4:11)

Strengthened in Your Pilgrimage ... (vs. 5-7; 2 Cor. 12:9-10)
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Delighting Even in this Pause ... (vs. 8-12; Ps. 37:1-7)

We may enjoy God on the mountaintops, but we get to Know Him
Intimately in the Valleys.

So What?

1. Life is filled with seasons of difficulty that is painful “at the time”
but later yields a harvest.

2. It is one thing to believe in God but it is quite another thing to
trust God.

3. If you believe in Jesus and you rest in him, then “suffering will
relate to your character like fire relates to gold.” (Tim Keller)

4. We should not assume that if we are trusting in God we won't
weep, or feel anger, or feel hopeless, or even feel betrayed.

5. Nothing is more important than to learn how to maintain a life of
purpose in the midst of painful adversity.

Appointment with God - Prayer Focus

CELEBRATE RECOVERY AT NR

When people walk through the doors of NR Church, they carry with them all the experiences
that have helped form their habits and life coping skills—some healthy, and some broken.
Celebrate Recovery is a program based on what Christ says about recovery and healing in
His Sermon on the Mount. The program is for anyone who struggles to walk by faith to
achieve deep peace and lasting freedom in Christ.

On December 7, 2025, Jason Hanshaw is facilitating a meeting for anyone interested in
leading and helping launch Celebrate Recovery here at NorthRidge. Jason plans to do a
“soft launch” of the program by journeying with leaders for a semester before launching fully
sometime mid-year in 2026. Success of the program depends on the Holy Spirit working in
the hearts and minds of those leading and participating in the program. Please pray
consistently for the Lord to move! Pray for the leaders!

e That God will bless them abundantly, so they have all they need to abound in the
ministry: equipping and anointing to facilitate leading the group, whatever is needed to
be consistent and faithful to the ministry, a heart of compassion, and full obedience to
take needs to the Lord. Philippians 4:19

e Pray the leaders seek first the kingdom of God. Matthew 6:33 Pray for the participants!

e That they believe God is working in their lives and that HE has the power to help them
recover from their hurts and fears.

e  That they voluntarily submit to every change God wants to make in their lives and to
humbly ask Him to remove any character defects.

e That they evaluate relationships, offering forgiveness to those who have hurt them and
making amends for harm they've done to others.

e That they have a daily time with God for self-examination to Know God and His
will...and the power to follow His will.



