Taking Your Faith Past
Sunday Morning

The Progression of Spiritual Maturit

1. God Me ... Romans 12:1-2
2. God Me ... Romans 12:3-8
3. God Me ... Romans 12:9-16

Leaving a Gospel Legacy

° -v.17

° -v.18

° -v.19

° -v.20
4. God Me ... Romans 12:17-21
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TRANSFORMATION [ >

Appointment with God - Prayer Focus

PSALM 119

Psalm 119, the longest chapter in the Bible, has 176 verses. At least 171 of these verses speak of God's
Word using 9 terms that describe different attributes: law, statutes, precepts, Word, promises,
testimonies, judgments, commandments, ordinances. What a testimony of how important it is to God that
we interact constantly with scripture...with HIM!

The word meditate is repeated 8 times in Psalm 119. It has been said that there are 160 synonyms and
indirect references to meditation in this psalm—hide it in our hearts, sing, praise, etc. The author speaks
of rising before the dawn and being awake through the night watches that he may meditate on God's
word to internalize His teachings. This is a standard or a goal for us to work towards!

For many years | read the Bible sporadically because “I was supposed to”. It was a duty to be checked
off a list and that | didn’t enjoy. But the psalmist says he DELIGHTS in God'’s law. How do we move from
no interest in the Word to loving it? | have discovered that the Lord does this work in us!

Psalm 119 teaches that God intends us to be in a relationship with Him with His word as the “Go
Between”. As we choose to walk in His law, as we choose to seek Him with the whole heart and
diligently keep His testimonies and precepts, and as we hide His Word in our hearts, God uses His word
to teach and guide us, to keep us safe, to enlarge our hearts, and so much more. He opens our eyes to
see the richness of His word and to love it more each day.

PRAYER FOCUS:

Father God, Psalm 119 convicts me where my relationship with You and Your Word is lacking. Holy
Spirit, work in me. Change me. Grow me in Your Word.

Take the written Word in scripture and make it come alive to me.

Teach me Your statutes and principles and give me understanding.

May Your Word be a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.

Enlarge my heart so | view Your commands as a delight instead of as a burden or obligation.
I pray this not only for myself, but for the Church. May we ALL grow a deeper love for Your
Word. May Your Word always be on our lips as we gather to worship and serve.

How often is God’s word an active part of your thought life, including reading His word, memorizing,
singing, thinking/meditating on it? Check the phrase(s) that best describe the priority God’s Word has in
your waking hours.

?  Lessthan 10 minutes
2 During designated quiet times, but not throughout the day
2 Continual and constant focus on His word to apply it throughout the day
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The Progression of Spiritual Maturity

1. God Changes Me ... Romans 12:1-2
2. God Uses Me ... Romans 12:3-8

3. God Connects Me ... Romans 12:9-16

Leaving a Gospel Legacy

e Model Integrity —v.17

¢ Model Peace - V.18
e Model Trust in God’s Justice — V.19

e Model Gospel Love - v.20

4. God Multiplies Me ... Romans 12:17-21

TRANSFORMATION |:> MULTIPLICATION

Appointment with God - Prayer Focus

PSALM 119

Psalm 119, the longest chapter in the Bible, has 176 verses. At least 171 of these verses speak of God's
Word using 9 terms that describe different attributes: law, statutes, precepts, Word, promises,
testimonies, judgments, commandments, ordinances. What a testimony of how important it is to God that
we interact constantly with scripture...with HIM!

The word meditate is repeated 8 times in Psalm 119. It has been said that there are 160 synonyms and
indirect references to meditation in this psalm—hide it in our hearts, sing, praise, etc. The author speaks
of rising before the dawn and being awake through the night watches that he may meditate on God's
word to internalize His teachings. This is a standard or a goal for us to work towards!

For many years | read the Bible sporadically because “I was supposed to”. It was a duty to be checked
off a list and that | didn’t enjoy. But the psalmist says he DELIGHTS in God'’s law. How do we move from
no interest in the Word to loving it? | have discovered that the Lord does this work in us!

Psalm 119 teaches that God intends us to be in a relationship with Him with His word as the “Go
Between”. As we choose to walk in His law, as we choose to seek Him with the whole heart and
diligently keep His testimonies and precepts, and as we hide His Word in our hearts, God uses His word
to teach and guide us, to keep us safe, to enlarge our hearts, and so much more. He opens our eyes to
see the richness of His word and to love it more each day.

PRAYER FOCUS:

Father God, Psalm 119 convicts me where my relationship with You and Your Word is lacking. Holy
Spirit, work in me. Change me. Grow me in Your Word.

Take the written Word in scripture and make it come alive to me.

Teach me Your statutes and principles and give me understanding.

May Your Word be a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.

Enlarge my heart so | view Your commands as a delight instead of as a burden or obligation.
I pray this not only for myself, but for the Church. May we ALL grow a deeper love for Your
Word. May Your Word always be on our lips as we gather to worship and serve.

How often is God’s word an active part of your thought life, including reading His word, memorizing,
singing, thinking/meditating on it? Check the phrase(s) that best describe the priority God’s Word has in
your waking hours.

?  Lessthan 10 minutes
2 During designated quiet times, but not throughout the day
2 Continual and constant focus on His word to apply it throughout the day



