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Welcome, Guests and Newcomers! 
 

This is Christ’s House. Come, you who feel weak and unworthy. Come, you who come often and you who 
have stayed away. Come, you who love Jesus, and you who wish you could. Come, sinners and saints, 
women, men, and gender non-conforming, gay and straight, young and old. Come, you who are lonely and 
long for friendship. Come, you who are homeless and you who have a place to rest your heads. Come, you 
who are citizens of this land and you who are not. Here you are citizens of the kingdom of God. Come 
join God’s people at the feast prepared for you from the beginning of the world. 
 
In addition to our weekly Sunday morning worship, we have been offering a variety of other online 
opportunities to connect—for people of all ages. 
 

• Our website: goodshepherdfw.org. 

• Our YouTube page: tinyurl.com/gsfwyoutube. 

• Sign up for The Shepherd’s Crook, our weekly newsletter, at tinyurl.com/goodshepemails. 

• To go even deeper, join Realm, our online community of worshipers: onrealm.org/goodshepfw. 

• Shortcut to Realm Resources for parishioners (password-protected): tinyurl.com/gsfwresources. 

• Make a financial pledge to Good Shepherd for 2026: tinyurl.com/pledgegoodshep2026. 

Recording and Streaming in Use 

Recording and streaming in use: Please note that video cameras and microphones are capturing our 10:30 
worship service, and that the resulting content is being transmitted online. Likewise, from time to time still 
photography of our worship services may be taken and used for church communications, websites, and 
other uses. By your presence within the worship space or on Zoom, you are indicating your consent to the 
possibility that your likeness may be captured and used in any of these ways. While video capture of 
congregants in the pews is relatively minimal, if you wish to guarantee you will not ever be depicted on 
video, the area toward the back of the pew seating area is unable to be picked up on camera. 

Land Acknowledgment 

We acknowledge that the Church of the Good Shepherd sits on a seasonal campground of the Puyallup 
(puyallup-tribe.com) and Coast Salish People, who have lived on and stewarded these lands for thousands 
of years and continue to do so today. We recognize that this land acknowledgement is one small step 
toward true allyship, and we commit to uplifting the voices, experiences, and histories of the Indigenous 
people of this land and beyond. 

How can you make this Land Acknowledgment more than a performative gesture? Go to the tribe’s news 
website (https://news.puyalluptribe-nsn.gov/) and sign up for their newsletter. Notice what issues are 
important to the Puyallup people and decide how you can begin to forge a learning relationship. 
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”Do you know what the Church did? They tied the ending that was like a beginning 

and the beginning that was like an ending together, so we would always remember 

that for every ending there is a beginning and for every beginning there is an ending.” 

- Godly Play lesson The Circle of the Church Year 

Though the “holiday season” is in full swing all around us, the Christian season of 
Advent is a very different time. While our broader culture worships at the altar of instant gratification 
and aspires to the impossibility of infinite economic growth and consumption, we Christians strive to 
live in a larger reality. 

Advent is a solemn time. But take great care with that word, “solemn.” It doesn’t mean dry, boring, or 
overly formal. By solemnity, we mean joy—but the kind of joy we experience when we are in awe. 
Rumors abound that our salvation is on the way and may already be among us! Like children who 
can’t wait for Christmas morning, we too must wait—actively, poised on our toes, ready to receive 
that salvation. We share the kind of joy that can make us quiver with anticipation—hardly able to hold 
in our excitement for what will soon be birthed in the world and in our very selves. 

- Pastor Josh 
 

Advent and Christmas at Good Shepherd 
 
Sundays, November 30; December 7, 14, 21 – 
The Four Sundays of Advent 
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist (On-Site only) 
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist 
(On-Site, Zoom, YouTube) 
 
Sunday, December 21 – 
The Greening of the Church 
with Emmanuel All Nations 
After the 10:30 service: fun for all ages! 
 
Wednesday, December 24 
CHRISTMAS EVE 
4:30 p.m. Holy Eucharist (On-Site only) 
9:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist 
(On-Site, Zoom, YouTube) 
 
 

Sunday, December 28 
The First Sunday of Christmas 
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist 
(On-Site only) 
10:30 a.m. A Service of Lessons & Carols 
(On-Site, Zoom, YouTube) 
 
Sunday, January 4 
The Second Sunday of Christmas 
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist 
(On-Site only) 
10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist 
(On-Site, Zoom, YouTube) 
 
Monday, January 5 
The Eve of the Epiphany 
7:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist 
 
 



HOLY EUCHARIST: Rite Two 
The Liturgy of the Word 

 
At the 8:00 service, we skip all musical portions or, where indicated, read the text of them. 

 
Processional Hymn: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, vv. 1–4 (The Hymnal 1982 #56) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Opening Acclamation 
 
Presider: Blessed are you, holy and living One. 
People: You come to your people and set them free. 

 
The Collect for Purity 
 
Presider: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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At 8:00: 

 
Kyrie 
 
Presider: Lord, have mercy. 
People: Christ, have mercy. 
Presider: Lord, have mercy. 

 
At 10:30: 
 

Song of Praise Refrain: Wait for the Lord 

 
Jacques Berthier; © 1991 Ateliers et Presses de Taizé 

 

 
Advent Canticle: The Song of Hannah (1 Samuel 2:1–8) 

Spoken by a reader between refrains 

 
My heart exults in you, O God; my triumph song is lifted in you. 
My mouth derides my enemies, for I rejoice in your salvation. 

There is none holy like you, nor any rock to be compared to you, our God. 
 

REFRAIN 
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Do not heap up prideful words or speak in arrogance; only God is knowing and weighs all actions. 
The bows of the mighty are broken, but the weak are clothed in strength. 

Those once full now labor for bread, those who hungered now are well fed. 
The childless woman has borne sevenfold, while the mother of many is forlorn. 

 
REFRAIN 

 
God destroys and brings to life, casts down and raises up;  gives wealth or takes it away, humbles and dignifies. 

God raises the poor from the dust; and lifts the needy from the ash heap 
To make them sit with the rulers and inherit a place of honor. 

For the pillars of the earth are God’s on which the whole earth is founded. 
 

REFRAIN 
 

The Collect of the Day 

 
Presider: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Presider: Let us pray. 
 
Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus Christ, at his 
coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Lessons 
Our readings from the Bible each week usually include one from the Old Testament or Hebrew Scriptures; a 
Psalm; one from the New Testament or Christian Scriptures; and a reading from one of the four Gospels, the 
accounts of the life of Jesus. 

 
First Lesson (Isaiah 7:10–16) 
 
Lector: A reading from the Book of  the Prophet Isaiah. 
 

Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol 
or high as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test. Then 
Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you 
weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman 
is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey 
by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. For before the child knows 
how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread 
will be deserted.” 

… Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 146:4–9 
At 8:00, the first lector invites us to read the text as follows: 

 
Let us pray the psalm responsively by verse. 
 
At 10:30, the congregation is invited to sing along with the cantor or choir. 
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Second Lesson (Romans 1:1–7) 

Lector: A reading from the letter of  Paul to the Romans. 

Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, which 
he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, the gospel concerning his 
Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh and was declared to be Son of 
God with power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ 
our Lord, through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience 
of faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name, including yourselves who are called to 
belong to Jesus Christ, 

To all God's beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

… Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
The congregation stands as able. 

 

 
 

Henry Ossawa Tanner, The Annunciation (1898)  
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Gradual Hymn: The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came (The Hymnal 1982 #265) 
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The Gospel (Matthew 1:18–25) 

Deacon: The Holy Gospel of  our Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 
engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the 
Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public 
disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of 
the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take 
Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, 
and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place 
to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 

“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 

 
which means, “God is with us.” When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the 
Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, but had no marital relations with her until she 
had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 

Deacon: The Gospel of  the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The Sermon (The Rev. Anna Lynn) 
Sermon audio is recorded and made available on our website. 

 
The Nicene Creed 
The congregation stands as able. This statement of belief dates from the 4th century. Here we use it as a prayer. In our 
post-Enlightenment times, it is helpful to think of the word “believe” not as meaning merely “I intellectually assent,” but 
rather, “I place my trust.” 
 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of  heaven and earth, 
of  all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of  God, 
eternally begotten of  the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of  one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
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For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven: 
by the power of  the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of  the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of  life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of  sins. 
We look for the resurrection of  the dead, 
and the life of  the world to come. Amen. 
 
The Prayers of the People 
 
Every week we pray, using a variety of liturgies, for the world, the church, and those in need. We offer prayers 
of thanks, and we remember those who have died. We maintain two channels of organized petitionary prayer, 
the Prayer List and the Prayer Chain. 
 
Prayer List: To have a name read aloud for prayer during our Sunday services on a temporary or ongoing basis, 
contact the Rev. Josh Hosler at rector@goodshepherdfw.org. A link to this list can be found in the Shepherd’s 
Crook email and in Realm Resources. 
 
Prayer Chain: To have a name and a concern emailed to a small group of designated parishioners for one-time, 
immediate prayer, contact Alisa Johnson at alisajohnson@hotmail.com. 
 

Deacon: As we walk together toward the joy of Christ’s coming, let us pray for the presence and 
guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
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Intercessor: O Spirit of the Living God, lead us on the path of endurance. May we, your Church, rise 
out of our silence and inaction to be the hands and feet of our Lord Jesus. Empower us to 
welcome, comfort and stand alongside those who are fearful, hurting, or oppressed. In this week’s 
cycles of prayer, we pray for the Good Shepherd Endowment Trustees; for St. James, Cathlamet; 
St. Timothy, Chehalis; and All Saints’, Vancouver; and for the Anglican Church of Burundi. 
 
Silence for prayers from the congregation. 
 
… Hear us, Holy Spirit. 
Fill us with strength and courage. 
 
O Spirit of the Living God, lead us on the path of repentance. We pray for our nation and its 
leaders, that we would acknowledge what is truthful, good, and righteous. May we repent of the evil 
systems which would persecute on the basis of race, gender, sexual orientation, wealth, religion, 
politics, or country of origin. May we all make decisions that promote peace and not division, 
upholding justice and equal rights for everyone living in this country.  
 
Silence for prayers from the congregation. 
 
… Hear us, Holy Spirit. 
Fill us with strength and courage. 
 
O Spirit of the Living God, lead us on the path of patience. May the nations of the world be filled 
with grace, compassion, and love for all who suffer. As we walk together toward your promised 
paradise, may we see God in all people, honoring all creation, a rich tapestry of color and 
textures—each person a special thread, intertwined in heart and soul. 
 
Silence for prayers from the congregation. 
… Hear us, Holy Spirit. 
Fill us with strength and courage. 
 
O Spirit of the Living God, lead us on the path of joy. May we create true community, intentionally 
seeking out and supporting one another. May we bring your loving presence and peace to all 
marginalized people, those living in fear and threat of exclusion and oppression. We pray for 
healing of relationships, the softening of hearts for all who would choose disdain and hatred over 
understanding and love. 
 
Silence for prayers from the congregation. 
 
… Hear us, Holy Spirit. 
Fill us with strength and courage. 
 
O Spirit of the Living God, lead us on the path of hope. May we reach out to those who are 
suffering in spirit, mind and body, touching them with your love and healing hand. We pray for 
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peace and wholeness for those feeling fearful, alone, or neglected, and for those facing illness and 
disability. 
 
Silence for prayers from the congregation. 
 
… Hear us, Holy Spirit. 
Fill us with strength and courage. 
 
O Spirit of the Living God, lead us on the path of peace. We pray for those who have died, for 
those who are dying, and for those who grieve, that they might find comfort and solace in your 
promise of eternal life. 
 
Silence for prayers from the congregation. 
 
… Hear us, Holy Spirit. 
Fill us with strength and courage. 
 
Presider: O Spirit of the Living God, the promise and anticipation of this Advent season gives us a 
glimpse into your Kingdom. We pray for the strengthening of our weak hands and feeble knees, 
that we may reach out to others, and hand in hand, walk with courage toward you. Amen. 

 
The Confession of Sin 
 
Deacon: Let us confess our sins to God. 
 
Silence. The people may kneel or stand. 
 
All: God of  all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our 
lives. We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have 
created. We repent of  the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on 
our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may 
abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen. 

 
Presider: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of  Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of  the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 

 
The Peace 
 
Presider: The peace of  the Lord be always with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
We greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
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Announcements 
 

A Prayer for Birthdays and Anniversaries 
O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servant(s) N. as they 
begin[s] another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their 

trust in your goodness all the days of  their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
The Offertory 

 
Presider: Reconciled to one another, let us bring our gifts to God. Let us offer our whole selves on 
this altar, for it has become a table richly laid for the entire world. Come share joyfully in Christ’s 
eternal feast. 
 
The congregation may be seated until the final verse of the offertory hymn or until motioned to stand. 
 

To make a gift today (not an advance pledge for 2026) using your mobile device, scan the QR 
code on the left … or drop a check in the offering plate … or mail a check to the Church of the 
Good Shepherd, P.O. Box 3108, Federal Way, WA 98063. 
 
On the third Sunday of each month, offerings not otherwise designated are contributed to the 
Rector’s and Deacon’s Discretionary Funds, which are used to help people in immediate need 

(parishioners or otherwise) or to assist new, as-yet-unbudgeted ministry opportunities. 
 
We give not to “pay for the show,” but as a spiritual practice of participation for the good of the world and of our 
souls. The Church of the Good Shepherd is able to operate because of the pledges of its members. We strongly 
encourage all members to make an annual pledge, no matter how large or small.  
 
To make a pledge today for 2026,  use the pledge card found in your pew or go to 
https://tinyurl.com/pledgegoodshep2026. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Annunciation 
(Catacomb of Priscilla, Via Salaria, Rome, late 2nd century)  

https://tinyurl.com/pledgegoodshep2026
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Offertory Music: The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns (The Hymnal 1982 #73) 
 

 
 
 

  



17 

THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE 
The Great Thanksgiving 

Eucharistic Prayer B (inclusive language) 

 

 
 
Presider: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Almighty God, Creator of  heaven and earth; because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from 
sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of  everlasting life; that when he shall come again in 
power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his 
appearing. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of  heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of  your Name: 

 
Sanctus (The Hymnal 1982 #S-114) 
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The people remain standing. 

 
Presider: We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to 
us in creation; in the calling of  Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; 
and above all in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. For in these last days you sent Jesus to be 
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of  the world. In Christ, you have 
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In Christ, you have brought us out 
of  error into truth, out of  sin into righteousness, out of  death into life. 
 
On the night before he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which 
is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of  me.” 
 
After supper Jesus took the cup of  wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, “Drink this, all of  you: This is my Blood of  the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for 
all for the forgiveness of  sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of  me.” 
 
Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 
All: 
We remember Christ’s death, 
We proclaim Christ’s resurrection, 
We await Christ’s coming in glory; 
 
Presider: And we offer our sacrifice of  praise and thanksgiving to you, O Savior of  all; presenting to 
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 
 
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of  the Body of  Christ and his Blood of  the new Covenant. Unite us in the sacrifice of  
Jesus Christ, through whom we are acceptable to you, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the 
fullness of  time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly 
country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of  your children;  



19 

through Jesus Christ our Savior, the firstborn of  all creation, the head of  the Church, and the 
author of  our salvation. 
 
By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty God, now and for ever. 
 
All: AMEN. 
 
Presider: As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray: 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, 

 your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

 now and for ever. Amen. 

 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 
Silence is kept. 
 

Presider: Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People: Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 

 
At 10:30:  

Fraction Anthem: Agnus Dei (The Hymnal 1982 #S-164) 
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Presider: The gifts of  God for the people of  God. 

Holy Communion is Christians’ weekly participation in the death and resurrection of Christ, so it properly flows 
from the vows made at our baptism. Even so, all are invited to the table: the baptized of any Christian 
denomination who have committed to follow Jesus Christ, and any guests at Jesus’ table. If you are not 
baptized and would like to begin to explore the possibility, please reach out to Pastor Josh. 
 
If you require gluten-free bread, tell the priest when he comes to you and it will be provided. To abstain from 
Holy Communion, cross your arms over your chest to indicate that you would prefer that the priest bless you. In 

addition, it has always been our 
understanding that those who receive 
communion in only one kind (bread or 
wine) have received communion in the 
fullest sense. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Patty Wickman, Overshadowed (2001) 
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Communion Hymn: Proclaim the Greatness of God (Gather 3rd ed. #101) 
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A Prayer for Spiritual Communion 
Those who cannot be with us on-site to receive Holy Communion may wish to add this private prayer: 
 

In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of  your Church, where the Holy Eucharist is now 

being celebrated, I offer you praise and thanksgiving. I present to you my soul and body with the 

earnest wish that I may always be united with you and with the Body of  Christ. And since I cannot 

now receive you sacramentally, I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. I unite myself  to you 

and to your Church, and I embrace you with all the affections of  my soul. Let nothing ever 

separate you from me; may I live and die in your love. Amen. 

Sending Out Eucharistic Visitors 
If Eucharistic Visitors are to be sent to some who could not attend in person today, this prayer follows at the 
end of Holy Communion. Please stand as able. 

 
Presider: In the name of  this congregation, I send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that those to 
whom you go may share with us in the communion of  Christ’s Body and Blood. 
People: We who are many are one body, because we share one bread, one cup. 

 
Post-Communion Prayer 
The congregation stands as able. 

 
Presider: Let us pray. 
All: Eternal God, you have graciously accepted us as living members of  our Savior Jesus 
Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of  his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve 
you with gladness and singleness of  heart; through Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

Advent Blessing 
 
Presider: May the Sun of  Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your 
path; and the blessing of  God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, 
and remain with you always. Amen. 
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Sending Hymn: People, Look East (Wonder, Love, and Praise #724) 
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The Dismissal 
 
Presider: Go in peace to love and serve Jesus Christ our Savior. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
At this point our livestream ends. Coffee, snacks, and ongoing conversation are available after the 10:30 service 
in Seaman Hall. You can get there by going down the stairs at the rear of the worship space or by walking 
around the front of the building down a gently sloping path through the garden. 
 

What’s Happening at Good Shepherd? 
 

Because our service leaflet is posted on the Web for all to see, we don’t print here parishioners’ personal 
contact information. Members of Good Shepherd are given a printed parish directory. If you’d like to 

participate in something but don’t know how to contact the appropriate person, please contact the church 
office at office@goodshepherdfw.org. 

 
Announcements & Events 
 

Greening the Church 
TODAY after the 10:30 a.m. service 
On the Fourth Sunday of Advent we work together to prepare the worship space for the joy of 
Christmas. All ages are invited to pitch in—and this year we also get to share the work with 
Emmanuel All Nations Church. 

 
Good Shepherd Office Closed During Christmas Season 
December 24 – January 5 
Things will be slow around the office. Evan will not be in. Our Finance Team will take care of 
essential year-end tasks. Pastor Josh will be available to address pastoral emergencies but will 
otherwise be hanging out with family. Have a very merry Christmas. 
 

Good Shepherd Annual Meeting 
Sunday, January 25 after the 10:30 a.m. service in Seaman Hall (on-site only) 
Come hear the highlights of Good Shepherd in 2025, vote for new vestry members and Diocesan 
Convention delegates, and look forward to 2026. All are welcome to attend; all baptized adult 
members (16+) are urged to vote. This is also where the new year’s budget is presented; the rector 
presents certain folks with the Rector’s Pin; and we witness the giving of the much-coveted Praying 
Hands Award from one parishioner household to another. Come one, come all! 
 

mailto:office@goodshepherdfw.org
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Becoming a Christian … or renewing your faith 

January – May 2026 (dates and times TBD by the group that forms) 

 
Before we were called Christians, we were called followers of “The Way”—a way that led through 
death to Resurrection, as modeled by Jesus Christ. Followers of The Way were initiated into this 
new, transformed life through baptism. At Good Shepherd in 2026, we’ll use the term The Way to 
refer to a process that leads toward baptism or some form of reaffirmation of baptismal vows. 
Everyone is invited! 
 
Baptism: Why be baptized? It’s what makes you a Christian. You can be a believer before baptism, 
but being baptized means committing to find your place in the community of Christians all over 
the world. Perhaps the Holy Spirit is urging you to get wet. 
 
Confirmation: Why be confirmed? Baptism makes you a full member of the faith. But 
confirmation shows that you recognize for yourself that you are part of the Body of Christ and take 
responsibility for your own relationship with God. If you have made an adult affirmation of faith in 
another denomination, you are already considered to be confirmed. In that case, read about … 
 
Reception: Why be received? To be a member of Good Shepherd, all we need to know is that 
you’re baptized and want to be considered a member. But perhaps you feel a call to make public 
your intention to make the Episcopal Church your home base. Some leadership positions also 
require confirmation or reception as an Episcopalian. 
 
Reaffirmation: Why reaffirm? This option is available for everyone else, including sponsors of 
those going through other rites. Some people feel a call to reaffirm their baptismal vows, especially 
when they have been through a big change in life. You can reaffirm your baptismal vows anytime 
you like and as many times as you like, right alongside those who are undergoing these other rites. 
 
Want to learn more? Contact Pastor Josh. 
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VESTRY RESOLUTION #2025-12-D: 
Intent to Sell the Woods  

Resolved: ... that the Vestry, with the recommendation of the Executive Committee, the 
Finance Committee, and the Property Redevelopment Task Force, intend to sell a portion of 
Good Shepherd’s woods, including the 3.7-acre south lot, as soon as is feasible, consistent 
with the church’s mission. 

Background: In recent years it has become clear that the congregation does not have the 
capacity to manage the woods we own. Increased camping, piles of garbage, and drug 
activity, plus evidence of fires being set, have raised the urgency of this issue. 

In 2025 the vestry and rector committed, via mutual ministry goal, to come to a definitive 
understanding of what needs to happen with the woods. Congregational input, plus the 
formation of a Property Redevelopment Task Force, have enabled deep investigation of the 
possibilities. 

A Woods Subgroup of the Task Force learned that selectively logging the woods would not be 
practical. They also learned the high level of maintenance needed to keep the woods 
healthy—maintenance that we do not have a plan for. 

The question of parting with wooded areas beyond the South Lot sits on the plate of the Task 
Force. This would be an item of negotiation with potential builders. Redrawing the existing 
property lines and/or rezoning are also possibilities. 

At the very least, though, selling the South Lot would likely allow Good Shepherd to invest 
enough funds to free us from our chronic operating budget deficits, and hopefully also could 
provide us with ongoing funds for ministry. 

The vestry approved this resolution on 12/16/25. 
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Ministry Opportunities 
 
Saturday Community Meal: Our Saturday Community Supper has several volunteer 
opportunities. Each week of the month has a different team. We are in need of help with serving, 
clean-up, and food prep (washing, chopping, and mixing). In addition, we would love to have a 
substitute coordinator and substitute lead cook. Interested? contact Aimee Drake, Sherri Jarvey, 
or Nancy Krueger. 

 
Eucharistic Ministers & Eucharistic Visitors: These are confirmed Episcopalians who serve the 
chalice during worship and/or visit those who are unable to be with us on Sunday mornings. Safe 
Church training is required. Talk to Pastor Josh. 
 
Eucharistic Visit “Seconds”: We always send our visitors out two by two, so this role is for 
literally any adult not related to the Eucharistic Visitor. Pay a visit to someone in need of care and 
conversation. Learn how these visits work, and consider whether you might someday like to be 
trained as a Eucharistic Visitor yourself. Talk to Mary Aronen. 
 
Tech Team: The crew in the loft maintains Good Shepherd’s online worship connection. At least 
as many folks join us via YouTube as do on Zoom. This is for folks who are technologically 
confident, but you don’t need to be any sort of expert. We’re seeking folks to help once a month, 
and training is available. Talk to Deb Smith. 
 
Pastoral Care Team: Important skills include a listening ear, confidentiality, and the willingness to 
meet and befriend people we don’t see in church very often. Talk to Carole Loudenback. 
 
Choir: We’re always looking for new singers to support our worship music. Skilled soloists can 
become Cantors, and those with less experience are also of great value. Talk to Alan Lynch. 
 
Coffee Hour Teams: Provide refreshments on a monthly basis after the 10:30 service. Talk to 
Mary Aronen. 
 
Fellowship Team: This group organizes receptions and potlucks for special events, like the annual 
parish picnic, and funerals. Talk to Rick Kincade. 
 
Children and Youth Revisioning: Let’s gather a group that is dedicated to restoring vital ministry 
with young people at Good Shepherd. Talk to Pastor Josh. 

 


