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Frequently Asked
Questions

What is a transition special needs child?

A medically challenged child about to turn 18, graduating

or leaving high school.

Why hasn'l my child been eligible for benefits
belore turning 18?

When applying for SSI benefits for a minor child, the law

requires consideration of any and all income of the parents of
the child living in the same household. Unless the family is at
a poverty level of income, the child is not eligible for any SSI

benefit due to the resources of the parent(s).

What changes when my child lurns 18?

The law no longer looks to the resources of the parents to

determine whether the non-medical requirements are met.

The now adult child stands on his own even if living in the

same household of the parent(s).

$o now that my special needs child is turning 18

what are the benefits?

SSI is a federal program for the medically challenged adult
with limited income and resources. lf medically approved,
your adult child would be eligible for a fixed monthly benefit

along with full Medicaid.

How do we get started?

You must make an appointment with SSA to file the claim
in person at the field office nearest your home. You can

make this appointment by calling: 1'800-772-1213,
Monday - Friday, 7:00AM - 7:00PM.

H0WEVER, we strongly recommend that you call us for
a free consultation before making the appointment.
Having a clear plan in place be{ore starting the claim
can often result in the claim being allowed without

long delays and in many inslances, without the need

for a hearing. Each case is unique and discussing the

facts of your child's claim wilh an experienced and

knowledgeable social security attorney can be very helpful.



ll I decide to use an attorney, how much does

it cost?

All fees are contingent. This means we only get paid

if the claim is approved and benefits are paid. Social

Security will withhold 25To of the accrued benefit

owing your adult child, but never more than $6,000,

whichever is LESS, and pay it to the attorney. l{ the claim is

unsuccessful, there is no fee.

I understand that once a parent ol a seriously
disabled adult child retires, dies or becomes

disabled, the disabled adult child may be eligible
lor a much higher benelit 0n the parent's social
security account. ls that correct?

Yes, it is possible. The rules governing disabled adult

child benefits are very specif ic and often considered

complicated. There are many requirements that must be

satisfied before this higher benefit can be paid. We will be

happy to go over these requirements and answer all of

your questions. There is never a charge for this consultation.

What should be our lirst step in getting our 18 year

old special needs child qualilied lor SSI?

Call us before you get started for a full, complete and

thorough discussion oJ the facts of your child's case.

No two cases are ever alike. Each case has its own

unique set oJ facts. The biggest mistake most parents

make is to compare their child's claim to another
person's. The second biggest mistake is, not having a

plan before even filing the claim. We are here to help

you and guide you through this often complicated
process. Call now lor an absolutely lree consultation.

1-800-832-3Ml
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We are here ...
to answer your questions and give you

guidance. Social Security Disability and

SSI are all we do. We are dedicated to

helping children in need and urge you

to call for help.

1-800-832-3471


