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· 1870: Declared Patron of the Universal Church. Pope Pius IX officially declared St. Joseph the Patron of the Universal Church. This formal declaration recognized his importance as a protector for the entire Catholic faithful.
Pope Leo XIII significantly promoted devotion to St. Joseph, dedicating an encyclical to him and mandating a universal prayer to the saint for the entire Catholic Church. This effort solidified St. Joseph's role as the protector of the Church and as a model for families and workers. 
Encyclical: Quamquam Pluries (1889)
Pope Leo XIII formalized his devotion in the encyclical Quamquam Pluries, issued on August 15, 1889. The letter was a response to the challenges facing the Church and a rapidly modernizing world. Key points of the encyclical include: 
· Universal Patronage: The pope declared St. Joseph the patron of the Universal Church, a title bestowed by his predecessor Blessed Pius IX. Leo XIII's encyclical was the first papal document to comprehensively explain the theological reasons for St. Joseph's patronage.
· Model for the modern world: He presented St. Joseph as a powerful intercessor and a role model for the modern era, particularly for fathers of families, spouses, and workers. The pope highlighted Joseph's dignity, sanctity, and glorious role as the spouse of Mary and foster father of Jesus.
· Dignity of labor: In the encyclical, Pope Leo XIII underscored the dignity of manual labor by pointing to Joseph, who supported the Holy Family through his work as a carpenter. This teaching provided a foundation for his later, more famous encyclical, Rerum Novarum, on the rights and duties of capital and labor. 
The Prayer to St. Joseph
As a key part of his devotion, Pope Leo XIII composed a special prayer to St. Joseph, which he attached to Quamquam Pluries. 
· Mandatory recitation: The pope ordered that this prayer be added to the end of the Rosary every year during the month of October.
· Content of the prayer: The prayer calls upon St. Joseph as the "most watchful guardian of the Holy Family" and "most mighty protector" to defend the Church from the "snares of the enemy and from all adversity". It invokes Joseph's fatherly love for the Child Jesus to plead for assistance in times of trouble.
· Enduring devotion: The tradition of reciting this prayer after the Rosary continues to this day, though its original universal mandate has changed over time. 
· March devotions: In addition to the mandated October prayer, Pope Leo XIII recommended dedicating the entire month of March to honoring St. Joseph with daily exercises of piety, leading up to his feast day on March 19.
· Approved the Scapular of St. Joseph: In 1893, Pope Leo XIII approved the Scapular of St. Joseph, further encouraging devotion to the saint. 


1885  Motherhouse Chronicle Book
●On March 19, 1885, the original garb was changed.  All of the Sisters in the community assembled in the Motherhouse where they received the habit, the girdle (cord) and the rosary as they are worn at the present time.  Our community now became more firmly established.

●The Community Register states that on March 19, 1885 that twenty-one of the pioneer Sisters made Final vows.  (Note: this event was prior to the August 1885  of Incorporation into Illinois.)

– – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – –– – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – –– – – –
●August 1885 is the date our congregation was officially recognized as Franciscan Sisters of the Sacred Heart. 
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