The Infant of Prague is a 16th-century wax-coated wooden statue of the Child Jesus from Spain, brought to Prague in 1556 by Princess Polyxenia of Lobkowicz. During the Thirty Years' War, it was damaged and discarded by the Carmelite Monastery. A Carmelite priest, Father Cyril, found the broken statue and was promised blessings if he honored the Divine Child. After the hands were repaired, the statue became a focal point of devotion, with many miracles reported and the practice of dressing the Infant in rich vestments beginning.  

Arrival in Prague

· Origin: 
The statue was crafted in Spain in the 16th century and brought to Bohemia by the Spanish noblewoman María Manriquez de Lara. 
· Wedding Gift: 
Manriquez received the statue from her mother as a wedding gift when she married a Czech nobleman. 
· Donation to Carmelites: 
The statue was later passed to her daughter, Princess Polyxenia of Lobkowicz. In 1628, Princess Polyxenia gifted it to the Discalced Carmelite order, saying it would be honored and bring blessings. 
Damage and Rediscovery
· War and Abandonment: In the 1600s, the Carmelite Monastery in Prague was looted during the Thirty Years' War, and the statue was abandoned, with its hands broken. 
· Finding the Statue: In 1637, Carmelite Father Cyril rediscovered the statue. 
· Divine Intervention: As he prayed before the damaged statue, Father Cyril heard the words, "The more you honor Me, the more I will bless you". 
Growth of Devotion
· Repairs: 
Father Cyril prayed for help, and with the assistance of benefactors, the statue's hands were repaired. 
· Miracles and Pilgrimages: 
After being re-enthroned on the Carmelite altar, devotion to the Infant of Prague grew, and many miracles were reported. 
· Robes and Crowns: 
The custom of dressing the statue in elaborate, luxurious robes and crowns began, offered by nobles in gratitude for graces received. 
Current Status 
· The original statue remains at the Shrine of Our Lady of Victories, the Carmelite Church in Prague, and continues to be a significant pilgrimage site.

