	Statue- Infant of Prague  Wooden with detail design in the wood.
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      Height: 26 inches with crown  
	When Sister Bridget Mary Brett was at the Portiuncula the statue had a place of honor in the chapel.  Later the statue came to the Motherhouse in a place of honor in Queen of Angels Chapel. When the carpet and chapel benches were replaced in 2011, the statue was removed from the chapel. The statue was given to the Archives for safe keeping. In the course of several moves of the statue the cross on top of the globe went missing.

	
	History
1556 - The statue was created in Spain. 
1628 - Brought to Prague by Princess Polyxena of Lobkowicz. 
1895 – Pope Leo XIII recognized the devotion to the Infant of Prague 
1896 – Solemn dedication of the new Sacred Heart Home, Avilla, 
            Indiana took place on May 31 on the 20th anniversary of the
            arrival in America. Mother Anastasia presented a beautiful statue
            of the Infant of Prague for the new chapel (Avilla Chronicles).
1925 – Novena prayers began to Infant of Prague for an increase of 
            vocations to our congregation (Motherhouse Chronicles).


	The Child Jesus, in this depiction, emphasizes God's humanity and love, reminding people of their own worth as children of God. His right hand is in blessing, while his left holds a globe, symbolizing his dominion over the world. The statue is dressed in various liturgical colors, changing garments to coincide with the different liturgical seasons and feast days of the year. The custom of dressing the statue in elaborate, luxurious robes and crowns began, offered in gratitude for graces received. The Feast of the Infant Jesus of Prague is celebrated on January 14th to honor the mystery of the Incarnation and is housed in the Church of Our Lady Victorious, a site of pilgrimage for Catholics from around the world.
The known history (Motherhouse Chronicles) of the Infant of Prague for our congregation is as follows:
In 1925 the Franciscan Sisters of the Sacred Heart began to pray to the Novena to the Infant of Prague for vocations. It is thought that the novena began because the United States was no longer considered a foreign mission by the Roman Catholic Church 
After the Religious Administration of Mother Aloysia Merkel (1923 – 1935) all trips to Europe ceased tin recruiting vocations.  Recruitment may have also ceased because of the political unrest in Germany which would soon escalate into World War II. 

Each month at the Motherhouse the Novena of the Infant of Prague prayed for vocations. In later years the novena was substituted with other prayers for vocations.  For those Sisters wishing to continue the devotion, the Novena and prayers to the Infant of Prague became a personal devotion.  In the 2011 update of the Manual of Prayers devotional prayers to the Infant of Prague were eliminated. 

Questions:
Did Father Wilhelm Berger imbue within his Sisters a deep devotion as a follower of St. Francis of Assisi and his love for the Christ Child?  Could one assume that our early Sisters were in tuned to the needs of the world around them and that prayers to the Child Jesus helped in the many financial concerns within their ministries?  Could the early Sisters intercessory prayers help in the many epidemics that plagued the early ministries?  As Franciscan Sisters with the same devotion to Francis’ deep love for Crib, Cross, and Eucharist be again a stepping stone of prayer to assist in the many concerns of today’s culture?


	The Infant of Prague is the Patron of Financial concerns.  
Many of the early hospital chapels picture the Infant of Prague in the sanctuary.
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St. Charles Hospital Chapel, 
Aurora, IL   circa 1930
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Queen of Angels Hospital Chapel
Los Angeles, Cal.
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St. Joseph Hospital Chapel
San Francisco, Cal.

	
Queen of Angels Chapel Motherhouse of the Franciscan Sisters of the Sacred Heart ––St. Francis Woods
The wooden Infant of Prague statue was placed near the Blessed Mother statue
at the request of some of the resident Sisters.
When the new carpet and benches were installed in the chapel, then once again 
Infant of Prague statue was removed and given to the Heritage Room for safe keeping 
and display.  In the course of the many changes in location of the statue, 
the cross on top of the globe disappeared.
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A plaster composition of the statue of the Infant of Prague was in the St. Francis Woods Motherhouse Chapel.  After the completion of 1970 Queen of Angels Chapel, the former small chapel was renovated into the community room for the Sisters.  The Infant of Prague statue remained in the community room.  It is unknown the location where this plaster composition of the Infant of Prague is now. 
The identification on the sconce holding the plaster composition of the statue stated that it was from the 1953 class. 
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The wooden statue pictured of the Infant of Prague was  from the chapel in the Portiuncula. 

	
              The Novena Prayer to the Infant of Prague that is in our Manual of Prayers is as follows
          O Divine Child of Prague and still the great omnipotent God, I implore through our Most Holy Mother’s most 
          powerful intercession through the boundless mercy of Your omnipotence as God for a favorable answer to 
         the intention I so earnestly ask in this Novena.
         O Divine Child of Prague, hear my prayer and grant my petition.
                                                         [Our Father and Hail Mary]
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