In Franziska Bischler (Mother M. Anastasia), we find the one who emerged as a leader when the edict of suppression came to the group at Trettenhof. With trust in God and with courage, she led a group to the United States, founding the Franciscan Sisters of the Sacred Heart. For the next thirty-two years, she kept alive the spirit and inspirations of the founders as the Community developed into a Religious Institute, responding, in the hope of Father Berger, to the needs of the neighbors.

As we ponder the legacy of our foundress, we pray that we may prayerfully discern God's call and be steadfast and daring in our response.

Born January 19, 1834 in Berhaupton (Wingerbach), Germany	Same year as Fr. Berger

Her parents, Peter and Anna Bischler, named her Franziska.	Love of Franciscan spirit

Well prepared by the example of good Christian parents 		Encouraged Sisters to study
with minimal formal education 				English; train for work

Learned from the school of life and farming

Entered at the age of thirty-three

Gave service during the Franco-Prussian war			Courageous

Sewing a new habit when called to serve as Novice Minister	Obedient

Dared to lead a group to United States	
Made no attempt to force Sisters in their decision: invited

Searched for a foundation,			 			Risk-taker
risked a purchase of $12,000 on the spot in Avilla

Provided for the first nine to live in small Storey farmhouse;	Welcoming hospitality 
	Slept in attic under an umbrella when rained		Puts others first

Day after possession she was busy planting a garden		Industrious

Worry turned into action into provide space for followers
Prepared meals for carpenters constructing 
chapel annex with sleep space below

Ensured a retreat by a Franciscan friar the first summer in USA

Welcomed five members of a Franciscan community		Understood homelessness 	
from Cross Village
Fidelity in responding to the needs of the church
	Even with limited personnel

Made application for approbation to Holy See, Pope Leo XIII in 1898
"We must especially mention that our loving God securely stood by us..."
"The purpose of the Congregation is, after personal fulfillment, the pursuit of the works of neighborly love…”
"our Constitution is being firmly obeyed in each house."

Small in stature: “little mother with a great heart”
	“Concern for the immediate needs”

Willingness to risk great undertakings
	Elected in 1892 and three subsequent chapters
Voluntarily withdrew her name for consideration of election in 1908

Very little recorded with limited personal history
	Carried on quietly in that her retirement from office was simply
	a gentle withdrawal further into the shadows of anonymity
	Conscientiously lived the common life until three weeks before 
her death when a case of pneumonia and other complications set in

Celebrated a twofold Golden Jubilee in 1916
	Founding of the congregation and her 50th anniversary as a member

Prayed for peace during WWI

Suffered from illness later in life but faithfully attended community events 
And continued in ministry by knitting items for the poor
Suffered patiently and was well prepared when death came
to relieve her at 11:15 AM on November 21, 1917.
Funeral services at St Joseph Hospital chapel on November 23, 1917
Burial in St. John’s Cemetery, Joliet, IL

PRAYERFUL RESPONSE
We are called to remain faithful to the heritage we have received. May we do this simply out of love.
All: We are called...

May we entrust it to others who are also called.
All: May we do this simply out of love.

Glory to the Father...
All: We are called...

Let us pray:
May Jesus to whom we are devoted under the title of the Sacred Heart, May Mary whom Mother Anastasia prayed to as Maria Hilf, May St. Francis whose devoted followers we are,
assist us to continue in the spirit of our foundation of 150 years in the United States as we live out our charism in the changing conditions of these times.  As merciful Sisters, joyous and poor, may we find the mystery to the interior life of our Religious Institute (German Chronicle)
	All: We are called...AMEN!
