
ANNUAL APPEAL
Dear families, friends, and neighbors,
   On behalf of all the Sisters here and in Brazil, I wish to
express our sincere gratitude for your financial and
spiritual support. We couldn’t have done all this
without you!
   In 2025, we, the Franciscan Sisters of the Sacred
Heart (FSSH) in Frankfort, Illinois, centered on the
Vatican's 2025 Jubilee Year: Pilgrims of Hope. Our
activities emphasized spiritual renewal through
regional house chapters, social justice activities, and
environmental stewardship. 
   We celebrated our 2025 Jubilarians on June 14 with a
special Eucharistic liturgy at Queen of Angels Chapel.
The community focused on living the Gospel in the
spirit of Sts. Francis and Clare and continued to focus
on our charism emphasizing a life of prayer and
neighborly service. 
   In this our Annual Appeal, we share some FSSH
highlights for you to enjoy.  2026 will be a full year as
we celebrate 150 years of our presence in America.   
       Peace and all good! Sr. Mary Elizabeth Imler

During the holy year “Pilgrims of Hope,” our chapel received many visitors for a plenary indulgence.
Sisters and an Associate don the Franciscan habit to celebrate the Transitus of St. Francis.

SAVE THE DATE: May 31st.
Join us celebrating 2026.

Greetings from your Sisters at the Woods.

https://fssh.net/event/23857009-2025-01-05-jubilee-prayer-service/


Associates deepened the FSSH charism of doing works of neighborly love. Personal and communal
connections were expressed through prayer, cards, calls, and presence as Associates shared in celebrating
the initial commitments of Lee Manichella and Elaine Beland as well as Emily Johnson’s 25th Anniversary.
Associates accompanied one another through illness, aging, and life transitions ensuring ongoing connection,
care, and belonging across all stages of life. 

Motherhouse Activities throughout the year assisted the Sisters’ spiritual, physical, and emotional
wellness. Activities included weekly visits by Lewis University Occupational Therapy students, and
monthly visits by the Healing Hearts dogs. Elwood Garden Ukulele Strummers brought additional
music enjoyment. A staycation week to France was held in late June and included Dave Herzog’s
Marionettes and delectable French cuisine, culminating with a virtual visit to Paray-le-Monial on the
350  anniversary of the apparitions of the Sacred Heart to St. Margaret Mary.th

Development hosted the summer Golf Outing, a community picnic complete with Frankfort’s
Encore Concert Band, the annual Fraternitas: “Blessings of Goodness,” and Santamental Christmas.

All the Sisters participated during Community Days in March. The Council offered input on Care of
People, Mission, and Resources. A Memorial Night Prayer remembering those who have died this past
year and a Synodality process on our Mandatum were held. House Chapters celebrated: February on
Pilgrims of Hope, June on the Sacred Heart, and Pope Francis’ encyclical Laudato Si’ in October.

Vocation Ministry in the United States began a new venture with the Serra Club of DuPage County
and the Vocation Committee of Sts. Peter and Paul in Naperville. The goal was to work together in
promoting religious life and sharing untold stories of the beginnings of women religious in the
Diocese of Joliet. In Brazil the Sisters carried out important actions to combat human trafficking and
promote non-violence. During COP30 in Belém do Pará, awareness-raising actions on non-violence,
migration, and human trafficking were given to strengthen awareness/commitment to the defense of
life and human dignity.

C ommunity

Sister Nhi Nguyen from Viet Nam received residence in our Joliet
convent while studying for an EducationMasters at SF University.
Sister Gayle Lynn Rusbasan completed her certification as a
Spiritual Director.
Sister Viviane De Sousa completed a course on St. Clare.
Sister Ruth Agee retired with commendation after 20 years of
service at QueensCare in Los Angeles.
Sister Lovina Pammit studied Portuguese and assisted ministry in
Brazil for three months. 
 
Sisters Teresa Renninger, (75 yrs), Francis Therese Ortega, Mary-
Lynn Danaher, Judith Plumb, Norma Janssen (60 years) and Kim
Marie Wolf (50 yrs) celebrated their jubilees of fidelity.

Sisters don a la French at staycation

Three Sisters gathered at Colegio, a COP30 hub where presentations on bioenergy and
other initiatives working with natural resources were on display.  Sister Iaci’s team

presented on natural medicines  Other Sisters enjoyed the global event.



C hurch
Leaders represented the community at global forums including the Leadership Conference for
Women Religious (LCWR) in Atlanta, “Hope Unbroken: Journeying in God’s Promise.” During this
Jubilee Year of Hope, they participated in walking a mile in and around downtown Atlanta in prayer
and song with a focus on the LCWR assembly resolution: migration, climate, and racism. 
Sr. Mary Elizabeth attended the International Union of General Superiors (U.I.S.G.) in Rome. As the
world mourned the death of our beloved Pope Francis, it seemed particularly significant that over
900 Superior Generals gathered to reflect on Consecrated Life as a transforming presence of hope
in today's world. During the closing liturgy, white smoke emerged on the teleprompter and members
from over 75 nations danced in jubilation at the indication of the election of Pope Leo XIV, the 267
pontiff of the Roman Catholic Church. 

th

At the (I.F.C.-T.O.R.) International Franciscan Conference for Third Order Regular 68 leaders
gathered in Assisi. Recalling Pope Francis’ Laudato Si’ the sisters and brothers were challenged to
repair the world today. The congregation participated in the Franciscan Federation activities.

Sr. Marilyn Renninger hosted weekly Adult Enrichment reflections on the Sunday’s gospel. 
The Tau Singers led the singing of the Queen of Angels assembly every Sunday and on special
occasions. They enriched the melody of the songs with beautiful harmonies. All are welcome.

The Portiuncula Center for Prayer and Poverello continued to be respites of healing and hope to
High School Kairos retreats, 12-Step, parish and faith groups. Bouncing back from the COVID time,
retreatants have increased.  Gong meditation retreat returned with other mindfulness events.

FSSH Sisters join with Bishop Hicks in the celebration of consecrated life.
The Heritage Chapel is a favorite space of contemplation for the Port’s retreatants.

Wild jubilation erupts at UISG with white smoke.
Sisters celebration the first Pope from USA.



C osmos
The Laudato Si’ Committee deepened awareness of God’s presence in creation and the call to
ecological conversion with October 4 Pilgrimage of Hope for Creation, marking both Francis' 800
anniversary Canticle poem and 10 years of Pope Francis’ encyclical Laudato Si', when more than 30
pilgrims gathered to pray, walk, and affirm the beauty and wonder of God’s creation. 

th

S.W.I.F.T (South West Inter Faith Team) Sisters Marilyn Renninger, Kim Marie Wolf and Lovina Pammit  
were active in this neighborhood collaboration. 

Advocacy Sisters and Associates participated in many efforts, e.g. Franciscan Action Network,
monthly prayers for those listed for the Death Penalty, Manteno Veterans clothing collection,
Catholic Mobilizing Network, Hands Off Rally.  Special support was given to Bethany House with
Sister Joyce Shanabarger on the Board. Following a call from the Pope, the sisters observed August
22 as a Global Prayer for Peace by a special day of fasting and prayer for regions affected by war,
specifically the Holy Land and Ukraine.

Another FSSH committee the Franciscan Fire hosted a virtual, spirit-focused, "Franciscan
Christmas" journey celebration. Franciscan Fire again offered a year-round program book
discussion. In October, the team organized the Transitus celebration.  

Saint Francis Woods
Neighboring volunteers hosted a birthday treat for every Sister living at the Motherhouse.

The annual Blessing of Pets took place on October 5, welcoming friends to bring their animals.   

Sister Marilyn Renninger enjoys the company of other faiths at the annual neighborhood summer S.W.I.F.T. picnic.
 Pilgrimage of Hope at St. Francis Woods honored the 10th anniversary of Laudato Si’ and 800th Anniversary of Francis’ Canticle.

Healing Hearts dogs line up for a pets’ blessing.
                                                Sr. Joyce Shanabarger speaks on behalf of Bethany House at the Franciscan Fire advocacy event.

https://www.facebook.com/FSSHNET/posts/gather-with-the-franciscan-sisters-of-the-sacred-heart-in-frankfort-illinois-for/1251517440349234/
https://fssh.net/event/24133153-2025-10-04-pilgrimage-of-hope-for-creation/

