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ANSItr/ERS TO TTIE STT]DY QUESTIONS

1. What does Paul say about himself? re -I

Paul says that he is:
(a) A setvant of Jesus Christ. The Greek word translated seruant could be translated as bondseruant or

slaae.

@) Called to be an apostle. The wotd apostle comes directly from a Greek word meaning me$€flger ot
one under orders.

(c) Set apxtfor the gospel of God.

Z.Wlaat does he say about the gospel? us. 1-3

(a) It is Gods gospel, not Paul's own message.

(b) It was promised beforehand by God through his ptophets in the Old Testament scriptures.
(c) The gospel is the good tiditg. concerning God's Son.

3. What does he say aboutJesus Chdst? us. 3-4

(a) As tegards his human nature, Jesus is a descendant of King David.

O) Ar regards his divine nature, he is the Son of God. The ptoof of his divinity, or God-nature,
was his resurrection from the dead.

(c) Jesus Christ is out Lord. The Gteek wotd ttanslated L,ord meafls he to whom a person belongs;
one's master, one's God.

4. What is Jesus Chtist's relationship to Paul? vs. 4-5

(a) Jesus Chdst is Paul's Lotd (see Acts 9:5).
(b) Paul teceived grace and apostleship through Jesus Chdst. Grace ts favot or something fteely given

urithout respect to the wotthiness of the tecipient. Apostleship was part of God's grace to Paul. In
sending Paul forth as an apostle God favored him with authority and responsibility that he did not
deserve.

5. What is Paul's relationship to the Chdstians in Rome? us. 6-10

(a) They,like Paul were called to belong to Christ.
(b) Paul and his readets have r colnmon Fathet and a common Lord.
(c) He always prays for them.
(d) He wants to visit them.

6. What ate four reasons Paul wants to visit Rome. us. 11-15

(a) He wants to impatt some spititual glft to the Chdstians in Rome to build up and stengthen their
faith.

(b) H" wants to teceive eflcouragement ftom them. He expects his own faith to be stengthened by
his visit.

(c) He expects to reap a spiritual hatvest in Rome, that is, he hopes to convert more Gentiles
there to Chdst.

(d)He is obligated to all people, all nations. God commissioned him to bring the gospel to
the Gentiles everywhere, including Rome.

7. What is Paul's attitude towatds his task? Why does he have ttris attitude? r,s, 14-16

(a) He is eaget and unashamed to preach in Rome.
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(b) H. is not hesitant, reticent, or &t a loss for rvords rvhen contemplating pteaching in proud Rome
because of the power of the gospel: the gospel is the pouier of God for salvationl

8"What is the thsme of the gospel? vs. 15-17, see also vs.2'3

The theme of the gospel is the righteousfless of God" rvhich is the power of God fot salvation.

9. How is the gospel made known to los? u 17

God has reuealed the gospel, It is oot something we come to know by our <r'o/n observation,
experience, or discussion. God made it known by his prophets, apostles, and Chdst hirnself. Sfe find
their message in the scriptues. God inspired &e scriptures such that &ey are a complete, trustwofih),,
and ertor-ftee recotd of bris revelation. See 2 Timathy 3;15-16.

10. How do we receive the tighteousness of God rcvealed in the gospel? v 17

We make the gospel and all that it promises our own by _fni*,that is, by betieilngwhat God has said and
by trustinginJesus Christ, in whom is found the righteousaess of God revealed in the gospel.

i..



9

STUDY NOTES

1. PauI.

The author of this book was the Apostle ParL, a nadve of the crty of Tarsus in the Roman province
of Cilicia (southetn Tutkey). Paul, whose Hebrew flame was Saul, was a Jew by nationality who
enioyed the legal status of Roman citizen by birth (Acts 22:26-28). He had been brought up a strict
Pharisee (Acts 26:5, Philippians 3:4-6) and had studied in Jerusalem under the famous rabbi Gamaliel
(Acts 22:3).Iike othet rabbis of his time, Paul had leatned a secular trade to support himself; he was a

tent maker, ot possibly a leather worker (Acts 18:1-3).

Saul the Phadsee had been a frerce elremy of the followers of Christ (Acts 26:9-11). But one day,

while taveling to Damascus to initiate a persecution of the Christians there, the Lord Jesus appeared

to him in a vision (Acts 9:1-9). Saul was immediately converted to Chtist; three days latet he was

bapazedin Damascus.
Looking back on his life without Christ, Paul concluded that everything he had once taken pdde in

- his Hebrew ancestry, cfucumcision, integrity or dghteousfless as measured by the Law of Moses -
was, spiritually speaking, garbage @hilippians 3:8-11). He no longer considered those things to be his
dghteousness or the basis of his acceptance by God. Instead, he trusted that God had provided a

divine righteousness for him in Jesus Christ. This perfect righteousness, appropriated petsonally
through faith in Christ, was the subject of the gospel that Paul preached for the test of his life. It is
this righteousfless which Paul expounds in the Book of Romans.

!7hen Paul appeared to Ananias, the disciple who baptized him in Damascus, the Lord declared
that he had chosen Paul to preach to both Jews and Gentiles (Acts 9:15). Within days of his
conversion Paul was preaching Christ with the same zeal he had formerly employed against the Lord,
using his knowledge of the Old Testament to prove thatJesus was the ptomised Messiah (Acts 9:19-
20). Ftom that time on Paul was engaged in controvetsy with his fellour Jews whenever and wherever
he preached Christ.

Although we often think of Paul as the gteat apostle to the Gentiles (Galatians 2:2),he had been
chosen to pteach Christ to all people, Jews as well as Gentiles (Acts 9:15). \When Paul enteted a new
town he notmally would pteach fust in the synagogue to his fellowJews, turning to the Gentiles when
the Jews rejected his message (e.g., see Acts 1,3:44-48). He never gave up tryrrg to convert his own
people (Acts 28:17-30). Paul loved them and was anguished ovet their reiection of Chdst (X.omans
9:7-3,70:1).

We don't know when Paul first rcthzed that his calling would take him ultimately to Rome. He
made three evangelizing ioumeys befote his trip to Rome; each journey took him frrrthet westward
ftom Palestine and closer to Rome. By the middle of his third journey, if not befote, Paul knew he
would eventually teach the caprtal of the empire (Acts 19:21).

It was towards the end of his third journey, while he spent three months in Corinth, that Paul
wrote his lettet to the church in Rome. In it he expresses his intention to joumey on to Spain after
visiting Rome, taking the word of Chdst to the westernmost ouq)ost of the empire.

The Book of Acts ends with Paul under house arrest in Rome. Accotding to tradition he was
mattyred in Rome during the reign of Nero several yeats later. rWe don't knouz if he ever succeeded in
teaching Sprir.

2. Rome in Paul's day.

The Roman Empire in Paul's day included neady all the lands botdedng the Meditetrlrteurt Sea as well
as Gaul (France, Belgium, and the Nethetlands), and Germany west of the Rhine River. Roman
militaty power had made the empfue secure ftom foteign invaders and had established peace, order,
and safety - the Pax Romana - within its borders. Commerce between Rome and the provinces was
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actire and unhindeted. Subiect peoples of maay races aad lanpageo lii,ed ia Rome itself. Many were
slaves, but maay also were free rnen and women. Rome was a cosmopo[tao ciry, the hub of a world
empire.

The Romans allowed their non-R,oman subiectt a good deal of autonomy in ffiatters of local
govemmeaq custorn, and religion. Citizens o Rotne, howeveq were subiect to Roman laur and
assured of Roman iustice wherever they lived. 1$[hen Paul finally traveled to Romq it was as a prisoner
who had been accused of crirne byJewish officials in Palestine and who had exercised his right *s a
Roman citizea to appeal dir""tly to Caesat (Acts 25:9=12). Although some Roman offlcials may have
beeo corrupt (Acts 24:2$27), aod the ptotection of Roman law extended only to Roman citizens, on
the whole Rome took pains to ensure iustice for alL Rome's legal system is still the basis of
judsprudence in many Wbstem Eutopean nations today.

In conftast to Rornan laur, Roman morality and teligior were decaying. Educated Romans did not
believe ia the old gods ao)'trlore, even though many maintained &e traditional norms and ceremonies
of &ek Fathers. Some Romans had turned frorn their uaditional teligion to refuions that had entered
frorn the Eaat. By Paufs time the so-called raJ$tery retigions of Gteek crigin had established a foothold
in Rome. The cult of Isis aad Osiris had been introduced from Egypt, and the worship of lv{ithras
had found its watr to Rome from Persia" The Jews were also eagaged in missionary activity S{atthew
25:15), aad a fetr Romans had turned toJudaism (L"ke 7:5; Acts 10:1-2).

Ia the time of the Roman republic" more thaa nvo huodred years eadiet, Romans had been proud
of their mo*al vi*tues They had pdzed chastity, bavery, self*sacrifce, simplicity, and charitable
fteatment of the vanquished. But by Paul's day the ancient virtues had been replaced in practice by
sexual vice, infideliry persoaal ambition and selfishaess, overindulgencq and &e Fur$uit of luxuty
Roman slorals had becorne corrupt; the Rornans themselves bewailed the fact. r/ery likely those
Romans rrho had convetted to Judeism had been atftacted by the worchip of one holy God and the
high moral code of the Larv of Moses.

Consider the parallels betweefl the Roman Empire of Paul's day and America today: decedes of
political stability, floutishing world trade, an emphasis on iustice for all (at least all citj:ens), * decline
of traditiotal teligion and ao invasion $f €asteffr religions, moral corruption - and the hunger of a
few for spiritual reality. Sile need Paufs gospel oo$r as r.rnrch as Rorne did then.

3. The chutch i* Rome.

The Boolc of Acts is silest regading the odgins of the chutch ia Rome. It recotds insrances in which
the gospel made a notable advatce into a new ethnic group or geographical region through the
rnirristry of the apostles. trt does riot do so in the case of Rome. This suggests fhat the church in
Rome may have gtown out of the spontafleous activity of ordinary Cbristi*os tather than out of
frganized missitraary activity. Jervs, Gteeks, arrd others who had been converted in the prcvinces and
had taken up residence in Rome, natives of Rome wha had been converted while traveling in the
eastem Mediterranean, and local convetts of such believers would have gathered together for prayeq
teaching fioutual cotnfort and exhortaticn, aad the breaking of btead as did Christians elsiwhere
(A,cts 2:46-4Q.

Whatevet its otigin, the chrxch in Rome was well established hy the titne Paul wtote Romans (1:B).
He did rlot wtite his lettet primarily to convert its recipients to Chtis! but rather to deepen their
unlestanding of the faith. Moreover, he expected that they had grcwn in the gmce of God to tire
point urbete they would streagthen his ourn faith as well (1:11-12). As we $tady R"mrns we find that
Paui akes certain basic truths of the faith as givens - the tdnitadan nahrre of God historical facts of
Jesus' Iife aad dea*r, the conteot$ of the Old Testamenl Fle assurnes dre Romans koorr these and
does not expound them at length. He eadeavors instead to sh<rrn ail aspects of the ttuth that "the just
shall live by faith" {1:1}.
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The chuch in Rome contained believets ftom bothJewish and Gentile backgtounds. Paul explicitly

declares some Christians in Rome to be Gentiles (1:23). He also tefers to some as brothers who know

the law, that is, the Law of Moses. (7:1); most likely they ate Jewish Christians. Ptiscilla and Aquila,

whom he greets by name (16:3) wete Jews (Acts 18:2). The presence of both Jewish and Gentile

believers in the church in Rome is reflected in Paul's emphasis that both Jews and Gentiles are guiity
sinners before God (3:9-23), that there is but one God with one way of salvation for all people (3:29-

30, 4:1,6-1.7), and that God's eternal plan involves both Jews and Gentiles (11:11-32).

4. The human and diuine natutes of tesus.
Paul tefers briefly to the human and divine natures of Jesus tn 7:3-4. He does not expound on the two
natures of Christ at length because he is wtiting to believets who know these truths. Nevettheless, we
do well to review these truths at the beginning of our study because they constitute part of the
unexpressed backgtound of Romans.

As far as his human ancestty is concerned, Jesus was a descendant of I(ng David. This fact would
have been significant to Jews. God had ptomised David, the second and greatest king of Ismel, that
one of his descendants would establish the throne of his kingdom fotevet. God would love David's
son (descendant) so much that he would be his Fathet fotever and the king would be his Son (2
Samuel 7:1.4;Psalm 2). Jews looked forward to the coming of this Messiab (Cbistos in the Greek, i.e.,

Christ). Anyone who claimed to be the Christ would have to be a descendant of David. Jesus met the
human qualification.

Jesus was also the divine Son of God. The term Son of God meant more than the Jews rczltzed
when they read prophecies regatding the Messiah as God's Son. They believed God was speaking
metaphorically or figuratively in such passages. In fact, he was speaking literally: the Chdst is divine as

well as human. He is the eternal Son, the second persofl in the tdune Godhead. The Jewish leadets
became enraged when Jesus asserted his divine nature; they believed he was g"rlty "f blasphemy Sohn
2:1.9-22). But the resumection was a powerful proof of Jesus' deity (v. 4). Jesus had predicted his
resurrection as a witness that he was who he claimed to be, the Christ, the divine Son of the Father

Qohn2:1,9-22).
By virtue of both his descent ftom David and his deity, Jesus was Lord. The Greek wotd kurios,

which mealls lord,had divine implications as well as seculat meaning in the Roman wotld of Paulb day
(1 Codnthians 8:5-6). Christians who wete ordered to sweat allegiance to Caesat as Lord knew that
mote was involved than acknovrl.dgrg the political lordship of Caesar. M*y Christians refused to
acknowledge Caesat as Lord because they had only one divine Lord, Jesus Chdst. Theit tefusal
brought waves of official petsecution on believers fot the first two centuries of the Christian eta.

5. The righteousness of God.

Vetse 17 states the theme of Romans: the righteousness of God. The righeeousnus of God refers to the
righteousness God ptowides in Christ for sinfrrl humankind. It also refets to the righteousness of
God's chatactet and actions. Paul ptoclaims the good news that God has provided a righteousness for
us who have none of out own, eithet by virtue of our flature or orrr good deeds. He also defends the
justice of God's dealings with humankind and displays the dghteousness of God's charactet.

In Romans the English wotds rigbteousness atd justice are ftzrslattons of the same Greek word.
Similarly, the English words igbteous an.d just are translations of a single Greek word. Sometimes a

passage can be understood better by substitutng just for igbteous (or vice vetsa), or by substituting
justice for igbteousnesl

6.*by faith to faith" (l:17).

The Gteek of vetse 17 is mote ambiguous than the English of the ESf, and ftanslators and
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comftentators have understood this phtase in several ways.

The Greek word translated,faith can also rneatfaitlt lners. Thus 1:17 could be ffanslated to indicate
that God, in faithfulness to his covenant ptomise, has tewealed a dghteousness to men, to be teceived
by faith. We shall see that Paul is vety zealous to defend &e faithfulness of God in Rornans (e.g. ,see
3:3, 1t:1, 1.1:29).

Altematively, the verse could mean that the Chtistian life begins when a sinoer puts his faith in
Chtist, and then condnues to iive a life of faith and tust in Christ as long as he lives.

Either iaterpreation expresses biblical truth. Nevertheless, the inteqpretation adopted by the ESV
(and nearly all otler English translatioas) probably should be preferted here on the streflgth of its
agreement with the phmse that follows, "the righteous shall lir.e by fai&," a quotation from Habakkuk
Z:4,That phrase has a double meaning. The Gteek word order is "the righteous by faith shall live."
The words fu f*ith can be taken with the words that precede them to indicate that those rrho ate
righteous by faith shall gain life. Alternatively, bjfartb can be taken by &e wotds that follow to indicate
that those who are righteous live their Iives by faith ot tust in God. Chdstian faith has both a

beginning aspect and a continuing one. Our righteousfless in Christ is truly "by faith to faith'in both
seflses.


