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Madison Twp. Springfest 2016 
Farmers and staff joined their Madison Twp. neighbors at 

the Springfest community festival on May 7. The Safe 
Haven booth featured plants and farmer-made crafts for 

sale, and close-up encounters with Jack and Lacy, our 
mini-horses.   
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Safe Haven Farms is fortunate to be located in an area that of-
fers expansive farmland as well as proximity to the city of Mid-
dletown, a few short miles away. The farm has recently become 
a part of the Pendleton Art Center in downtown Middletown, a 
collection of art studios/galleries where the artists and entre-
preneurs work, and on scheduled days welcome the public to 
their studios.  
 
According to Stephanie Stier, the farm’s director, having a stu-
dio at the center will provide an off-site opportunity for the indi-
viduals at Safe Haven to be involved in the city of Middletown’s 
arts and business district. The studio will provide a showcase 
for the farmers’ art work and offer resources, education, and 
events to expand awareness of autism and the farm among the 
Pendleton artists and the broader community. Safe Haven’s ag-
ricultural program will be showcased as well with the farm supplying produce to the onsite Café.\� 
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Pendleton Art Center Studio 

Advocacy Update: Responding to the CMS “COMMUNITY-BASED” Definition 

Here are some updates on recent actions that could 
continue to impact where persons with disabilities can 
live and work. Safe Haven parents, particularly Denny 
Rogers, Pam Lockwood, Gary Blevins, Mike Odioso, 
and Dan Norris, continue to monitor legislative actions 
and stand ready to lobby on both a state and federal 
level to ensure choice of services.  
 
Denny Rogers, parent and board president, is working 
with the Coalition for Community Choice  
www.coalitionforcommunitychoice.org to amplify our 
voice across the country and preserve the rights of in-
dividuals with disabilities to choose where they live 
and work. As they state in their response to CMS, CCC 
“supports expanding, not limiting, home, community 

and employment options based on individual experi-
ences, choices and support needs, from a full array of 
options.” These options include intentional communi-
ties and farmsteads. 
 
The CMS rules apply to residential and non-residential 
settings, including adult workshops and day programs 
that are funded by Medicaid waivers. Fortunately, the 
Ohio DoDD accepts the basic intentions of places such 
as Bittersweet and Safe Haven. In their March 28 issue 
of Pipeline, they stated that waiver determination 
about whether or not a setting meets [the characteris-
tics for home and community-based services] should be 
“based upon the needs of the people receiving services 
there, as reflected in their person-centered plans.  

InΎaΎrecentΎissueΎofΎthisΎnewsletter,ΎweΎtoldΎyouΎaboutΎadvocacyΎeffortsΎinΎresponseΎtoΎguidelinesΎpublishedΎinΎ2014ΎbyΎtheΎCenterΎforΎ
MedicareΎandΎMedicaidΎServicesΎ(CMS).ΎThoseΎguidelinesΎspecifiedΎthatΎtheΎMedicaidΎfundsΎtheyΎprovideΎforΎservicesΎtoΎtheΎdisa-
bled,ΎoneΎofΎΎourΎresidents’ΎprimaryΎfundingΎsources,ΎcanΎbeΎallowedΎonlyΎifΎtheΎprograms/servicesΎareΎ“community-based”(byΎCMS’sΎ
definition.)ΎSettingsΎsuchΎasΎfarmsΎandΎthoseΎdesignedΎspecificallyΎtoΎserveΎaΎgroupΎofΎdisabledΎpeopleΎlivingΎtogetherΎwouldΎnoΎlong-
erΎhaveΎmetΎtheΎCMSΎdefinitionΎofΎ“community-based”ΎandΎwouldΎriskΎlosingΎfundingΎunderΎtheΎ2014Ύguidelines.Ύ 
 
TheΎcombinedΎadvocacyΎeffortsΎofΎSafeΎHavenΎandΎBittersweetΎparentsΎandΎstaffΎandΎmanyΎotherΎadvocatesΎfromΎaroundΎOhioΎhadΎ
severalΎpositiveΎoutcomes—oneΎbeingΎthatΎOhioΎrevisedΎtheΎlanguageΎinΎtheirΎtransitionΎplanΎtoΎCMSΎtoΎnotΎautomaticallyΎclassifyΎ
autism-friendlyΎ“intentional”ΎfarmsteadsΎasΎ“isolating”ΎorΎ“outsideΎtheΎcommunity.”ΎSuchΎsettingsΎmight,Ύhowever,ΎbeΎsubjectΎtoΎ
“heightenedΎscrutiny”ΎwherebyΎtheyΎmustΎsubmitΎtoΎinspectionΎandΎdocumentΎhowΎtheyΎmeetΎtheΎCMSΎdefinitionΎofΎ“community-
based.”ΎSafeΎHavenΎandΎBittersweetΎareΎworkingΎcloselyΎwithΎtheΎOhioΎDepartmentΎofΎDevelopmentalΎDisabilitiesΎ(DoDD)ΎandΎtheΎ
ButlerΎCountyΎDDΎtoΎshowΎCMSΎthatΎourΎresidentsΎareΎinΎfactΎintegratedΎintoΎtheΎnearbyΎcommunityΎlife,ΎconsistentΎwithΎeachΎindi-
vidual’sΎdesiresΎandΎperson-centeredΎserviceΎplan.ΎWeΎareΎoptimisticΎthatΎCMSΎwillΎacceptΎthisΎsubstantiation.Ύ 
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They are all lovingly cared for by the farmers and led 
by the newly greened thumb of Mike Rogers, Bitter-
sweet farm specialist (shown right). Anyone spend-
ing time with Mike in the ex-
panded plant house sees the 
pride and excitement in his 
eyes as he tends the crops with 
an intensity of an expectant 
father. “It is a little piece of 
heaven,” said Mike.   
 
All plants start from seed and 
no chemicals are used in the 
growing process. When strong 
enough to leave the protection 
of the plant house, they are 
sold or placed in two of the 
farm’s large hoop houses and the outside 50 x 100 
foot garden space.  
 
Currently three teams of farmers rotate chores dur-
ing the week days, accomplishing varied agricultural 
tasks such as watering, soil preparation, weeding 
and transplanting. Mike notes that the participants 
get a great sense of satisfaction as their efforts liter-
ally harvest results. “It’s amazing to have people 
with autism experience their work from planting to 
growing to harvesting,” said Mike. “They are so ex-
cited to watch the process of farm to table and cannot 
wait to eat the fresh vegetables.” 
 
SHF clients are learning so much more than produc-
tive employment skills; they are integrating into the 

community and making more human connections. 
Beginning this year, the farmers will supply the 
nearby McMonigle farm with 1,000 seedlings for 

planting and harvesting. Oth-
er exciting developments in-
clude partnering with local 
restaurants whose chefs want 
to support the farm while of-
fering chemical free local pro-
duce to their patrons. The 
Pendleton Art Center in Mid-
dletown is developing a com-
munity within community 
partnership with the farm in 
their downtown art space (see 
story, p. 2), and SHF produce 
may be on the menu at the 

onsite gourmet café. 

      “A garden is a grand teacher. It teaches patience and careful watchfulness”  G. Jekyll 

The old adage “bloom where you’re planted” rings true at Safe Haven Farms, especially 
its horticultural program which is growing as fast as bean sprout seedlings. Still very 
new, the planting curriculum has experienced a 450 percent increase in just one year  
(650 plants to nearly 3,000).  

Kroger Shoppers ! 
If you have been participating in the Kroger Com-
munity Rewards Program, you must renew your 
enrollment as of April 30 every year. A renewal mes-
sage should display at the bottom of a recent Kroger 
receipt. Go online to www.kroger.com, sign in en-
tering the email address and password you used 
when creating your account and follow the prompts.  
We currently have about 20 subscribers to the re-
wards program, which provides Safe Haven with a 
donation of around $200 per quarter. If you are not 
enrolled, consider subscribing so we can do even 
better. You can easily create an account at 
www.kroger.com.  

Word is spreading about the 
dog biscuits that are handmade 
by the Safe Haven farmers. They 
are being sold at several places 
near the farm including Divers 
Garden & Pet in Middletown 
and Peggy’s Produce in Madison 
Twp. The farmers make the 
dough, cut them out like cook-
ies, and package them when 
they are cool from the oven.  
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To Our 2015 Donors — Thank You! 

Adams, Ms. Lavern 
Ahlstrom, Patrick & Mary 
Albirte, M.M. 
Albright, Nancy 
Allen, Lucy 
Almquist, Catherine & Marvin 
Alpha Omega Beta Sigma Phi Sorority 
Anandpura, Parag & Shri 
Anandpura, Shashikant & Aruna 
Anderson, Alice 
Anderson, Kim & Wendy 
Andress Angi, Kathleen 
Andrews, Helen 
Anglin, David 
Anonymous 
Armentrout, Rita C. 
Atwood, Thomas & Jane 
Auler-Edge, Shelby 
Ayers, Nancy Sparks 
Back, Neil & Connie 
Bahner, Paul & Debra 
Baker, Connie 
Barnett, Dean & Susan 
Barta, Pat 
Bassett, Nancy McCormick 
Belanger, Judy 
Bennett, Orpha 
Bernard, James & Mary Rose 
Bill, William & Tamera 
Bissey, Steve & Harriet 
Blakely, Betty Helen 
Blevins, Curt & Bernice 
Blevins, Gary & Rena 
Blevins, Robert C. 
Blood, Stephen 
Blue Ash Elementary Sunshine Fund 
Bob Evans 
Bobot, Theresa 
Bode, David & Carolyn 
Bohachek, Claire 
Bolduc, Elizabeth & Justin 
Bolduc, Wally & Kathy 
Bonecutter, Charles & Carolyn 
Borock, Elizabeth 
Bosse, Lauren 
Bosser, Diane 
Boullie-Nolan, Michele 
Bradley, Steven & Rita 
Bren, Charlene 
Brinkman, Thomas & Jeannine 
Broida, Mike & Barbara 
Brown, Dave & Joyce 

Brown, Richard & Jennifer 
Brown, Steven & Mary Kay 
Bruegge, Diane 
Burg, Terry & Sharon 
Busby, Myrvin & Elizabeth 
Cacaro, John & Trish 
Cachat, Alicia 
Callander, John 
Calme, Rita 
Campbell, Lynda 
Campbell, Mary K. 
Capelli, Jamie 
Caporal, John & Debra 
Carey, Susan K. 
Carpenter, Sheldon & Mei 
Carter, Dennis 
Catalanotto, Thomas & Mary 
Catanzaro, Mary Ann 
Chaney, Christopher & Heather 
Ciampone, Theresa 
Clark, Richard & Melanie Hammond 
Clements, Mary 
Clifton, Linda 
Cochran, Paul & Nancy 
Cochrane, Janie 
Cole, John & Tina 
Colina, Carla J. 
Collins, Mary  
Collins, Michael & Margie 
Collins, Sara 
Collins, Timothy J 
Compton, Deb 
Conlon, Julia 
Conn, Glenda & Kenneth 
Conrad, Timothy Edward 
Cook, Jack & Sharon 
Cooper, Lynette M. 
Copenhaver, Evelyn 
Costine, Tom & Connie 
Covatta, Anthony G. 
Coyle, Brenda 
Cross, Terrie J. 
Crutcher, Bruce & Celia 
Cruz, Marcus 
Culbertson, Audrey M. 
Curtis, Angela 
Danenhauer, Max & Olivia 
Dangel, Mary Jo 
Dauenhauer, Dave 
Davidson, Carolyn 
Davidson, Ron & Jatana 
Davies, Ashley & Maureen 

Davis, Joseph & Nanci 
Davis, Leslie 
Davis, Rebekah 
Dean, Cheryl 
Debord, Jack & Jewell 
Decker, Brian & Hadley 
DeGreg, Edmonde & Paula 
DeGreg, Phil & Carol 
Deters, Thomas 
Detjen, Rick & Carol 
Dickenson, Stephanne 
Dillingham, Harriett 
Doherty, Maria 
Dolle, Ruth 
Dombrowski, Dave 
Donnelly, William & Lori 
Dowling, Dennis & Mary Ann 
Downs, Deborah M. 
Downs, John & Monica 
Doyle, Kate 
Dragan, Stephen 
Drewes, Rich & Sandy 
Drummond, Roger & Anita 
Dukart, Alan 
Dukart, David & Joanne 
Dukart, Gary & Marlene 
Dukart, Les & Barbara 
Dunkelman, David & Martha 
Dunn, Mark J. 
DuVall, David 
Dyer, Richard & Lynne 
Dynes, Elaine 
Eaton, Mary 
Eaton, Paulette 
Eberly, Lisa 
Eccles, Ed & Lisa 
Ellenwood, Milton & Pat 
Evans, David R. & Nancy 
Fahey, Helen 
Farler, Todd & Donna 
Farrell, Michael & Deborah 
Farrell, Teig & Kathleen 
Ferrell, Miles & Cheryl 

Fisher, Richard & Julia 
Fletcher, Albion  
Flory, Carl 
Flower, Adele 
Frailey, Mary 
Friedman, Richard & Martha 
Fry, Kendra 
Gahn, Shelley 
Gantz, Kyle & Kristy 
Gerace, Jerome & Haidi 
Gerhardt, Christine 
Germantown Eagles Auxiliary Social Fund 
Germany, Rhonda 
Getgey, John J. 
Gilb, James & Sharon 
Glazier, Gary & Kathleen 
Gleeson, Pat & John 
Goings, Marin 
Gooch, James & Emmy Lou 
Gordon, Jan 
Gorrell, Margene 
Gracanin, Bianca 
Green, Barbara Cappel 
Grenier, Carolyn 
Grenier, Jonathan & Cristin 
Griffin, Mary 
Griffing, David & Louise 
Guion, Jim & Karen 
Guliano, Rev. John & Lisa 
Hagerman, Joanne 
Hall, Bradley & Norma 
Hall, Doris 
Hall, John & Tamara 
Harrison, David & Karen 
Harsch, Kimberly A. 
Hauser, Dan & Nita 
Hawkins, Sarah 
Heckman, David & Brenda 
Heinrich, Gretchen 
Heitz, Eric & Julie 
Hergenrother, John & Diane 
Herman, Patricia 
Hicks, Jarrod & Heather 
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Continued on page 6 

Hicks, Lori 
Himmel, Stephen & Debbie 
Hinderberger, Martin & Shirley 
Hoffer, Connie  
Hoover, Douglas & Joan 
Hornbeck, Chuck & Judy 
Horne, Judy 
Horton, Jerry & Judy 
Howell, Cathy 
Howie, Michelle 
Huff, Sonia D. 
Hughes, Susan 
Humphries, Barry & Marilyn 
Iannacci, Vincenzo & Amy 
Imhulse, Donna 
Ison, Billy R. & Abby 
Jackson, Harriett (Pat) 
Jezek, Peter & Lineth 
Johnson, Cindy 
Johnson, Duease D. 
Johnson, James & Nancy 
Johnson, Jessica 
Johnson, Jim & Joan 
Johnson, Julia A. 
Johnson, Timothy & Janet 
Jones, Jerry & Arlene 
Jones, Lester & Amy 
Jones, Lynn A. 
Jones, William & Sheila 
Judd, Debbie & Mike Deffinger 
Kaplan, Scott & Laura 
Kayser, Gary 
Keith, James & Dorothy 
Keller, Jerry & Julia 
Kiefer, Julie 
Kilmer, J R & M A 
King, Bill & Susan 
King, Carol 
Kinman, Vince & Susan 
Kissell, David & Kristie 
Kitzmiller, Paul & Laura 
Klus, Kathryn 
Kolkmeyer, Bob & Carolyn 
Kosiarek, Andy & Tracy 
Krasowski, Jen 
Kuechly, Thomas & Eileen 
Kuhlman, William & Dorthy 
Kujawa, Patty L. 
Lankford, Larry 
Liles, Joe Edward & Susan 
Lindon, Ollie & Paula 
Lockwood, Pamela J 
Loeb, Barry & Joan 
Loftus, Doug & Linda 
Lohr, Kenneth & Beverly 

Loney, Louella 
Lovins, Kimberly 
Lubbers, Henry & Connie 
Lucas, Glenn E. 
Lucas, Mark M. 
Mallory, Eileen 
Marcus, David 
Marden, Dan & Karen 
Markel, George 
Maudlin, Jannene 
Mayer, Bob & Donna 
Mayfield, Glen & Lynn 
McClintick, Cliff & Tara 
McDonald, Robert & Dorothy 
McKenzie, Donna 
Mechlenborg, Robert & Janis 
Mecklenborg, Barbara 
Meerson, Brian 
Megginson, James & Cynthia 
Meyers, Philip & Jennifer 
Miller, Matt & Sarah 
Moon, Craig & Melanie 
Moore, Jacqueline 
Morrison, George & Sarah 
Moses, Frances & Garnett 
Motz, Gail 
Mueller, John 
Muia, Matthew 
Mullen, Kenneth 
Mumma, Mary S. 
Mundy, Al & Elizabeth 
Musnuff, Don & Trish 
Nania, James & Mary 
Nerone, Jennifer 
Nestico, Brian & Christine 
Niklas, Mary Beth 
Norris, Dan & Sally 
O'Brien, Barry 
O'Brien, Don & Suzanne 
O'Brien, Dorothy 
O'Brien, Thomas & Rebecca 
O'Connor, Van & Missy 
O'Lenick, Tom & Imogene 
Odioso, Brynne 
Odioso, Claire 
Odioso, Emily 
Odioso, Erika 
Odioso, Lauren M. 
Odioso, Linda & Paul 
Odioso, Mike & Leslie 
Oliver, Mike & Deborah 
OReilly, Todd J. 
OShea, Griffin 
Osterfeld, Scott 
Overbeck, Rob & Melissa 

Packard, Dwight 
Page, Gary & Joan 
Parker, Sharon 
Payne, Linda 
Peltier, Anita A. 
Pennington, Norm & Sandra 
Pennock, David & Norma 
Peters, Theodore & Vicki 
Peterson, Anne T. 
Pfohl, Ronald & Dawn 
Pinkstaff, Jason 
Pitman, Ardean & Pat 
Poling, Wanda 
Poth, Alice 
Powers, James & Virginia 
Price, Jay & Sue 
Priest, Mary Jean 
Proctor, Larry & Connie 
Proctor, Lena 
Proctor, Scott 
Quay, Richard & Rebecca 
Quinn, James 
Rack, Dale & Donna 
Radabaugh, Sue 
Ramsey, Ronald 
Reder, Richard & Janet 
Reepmeyer, James 
Rein, Anthony 
Reinhart, Betty 
Reinhart, Johanna 
Rice, Craig  & Rebecca 
Richardson, Lois 
Richardson, Sandra L. 
Riehle, George & Dilma 
Riemann, Don 
Rodgers, Childress 
Rogers, Denny & Ann 
Rogers, Greg & Carrie 
Rolfes, Jeffrey & Therese 
Rosenfeld, Taylor 

Ross-Kuttler, Adelia 
Roth, Renee 
Ruehlmann, Rick & Wendy 
Ruppert, Maureen 
Rusk, William Jr. & Aimee 
Santoro, Louis 
Sarrell, Dan 
Schafer, Jim & Janet 
Schiff, Lynn B. 
Schiller, Christina 
Schilling, Jan & Donna 
Schindel, Larry & Marti 
Schmidt, Amanda S. 
Schmit, Shelly & Abby 
Schmucker, Margaret S. 
Schuelke, Marcus 
Schuster, Terri S. 
Schutte, Tony & JoAnn 
Sellers, Janet & Riggs, Rachel 
Senne, James & Julia 
Shearer, Karen 
Sheeks, M. 
Sherman, Michelle 
Shoals, Roger & Jean 
Shock, Joseph & Anne 
Short, Patty 
Siekman, Thomas & Amy 
Siemers, Terry 
Skillings, Sue 
Smith, Derek & Rebecca 
Smith, Jeff 
Souders, Daniel & Margaret 
Spidare, Nancy 
Spille, William & Jeannine 
Stebbins, Harry 
Stidham, Kenneth & Debra 
Stier, Stephanie 
Stoker, Gerald & Carla 
Stoutenborough, Donna 
Stransky, Larry & Linda 

You’re Awesome, Donors ! 
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Straub, Catherine 
Straus, Thomas & Margie 
Strizak, George & Phyllis 
Suits, J. Bruce 
Suits, James 
Swihart, Arlene R. 
Taffuri, Carmine 
Temmesfeld, David & Alicia 
Tereba, Rich & Nancy 
Thomsen, Bob & Pat 
Tieger, Harold & Sherri  
Tighe, Jennifer 
Timler, Geralyn R. 
Tinch, Jason 
Tinch, W Scott & Janice 
Tobergte, Susan 
Tognozzi, Albert & Betty 
Toth, Steve & Lori 
Troxel, Verne & Mary 
Tucker, Frances 
Uhl, Jennifer 
Ullman, Dan 
Ullman, Michael & Ann 
Valen, Carol 
Valerius, Fred & Joyce 
Van Fleet, Larry & Kathleen 
Vance, Lillian O 
Vanderburgh, Michael 
Vogele, Matt & Amy 
Vonderhaar, William & Beverly 
Wagner, J.B. & N.A. 
Wagner, Rich & Louisa 
Wainscott, Jim & Darla 
Wang, Xuenan 
Ward, Stephanie 
Weber, John & Kathy 

Weisberg, Donna & James 
Welter, Jim & Helen 
Wentz, Ervin & Barbara 
Wernicke, Brett & Junalyn 
Wernicke, Eugene & Judith 
Wespiser, Joseph & Kate 
Wienholts, Margaret 
Wilinsky, Benjamin H. 
Williams, Dr. Todd 
Williams, Tiffany 
Williams, Victoria 
Williams, William Jr. 
Williamson, Kelsey 
Williamson, Mark & Lisa 
Wilson, Dave & Sue 
Wilson, Ken & Kimberly 
Wilson, Paul & Charlene 
Winston, Melissa 
Wissemeier, Donald & Kimberly 
Wolber, Gregory 
Wolfrum, Marc & Lisa 
Wollmershauser, Amy 
Wollmershauser, Charles Sr. 
Wollmershauser, Mark & Margaret 
Wollmershauser, Richard & Barbara 
Wossum, Morgan & Carol 
Wurst, Tim 
Yanosik, Ed & Ann 
Zeilman, William & Nancy 
Zhong, Pingyu & Xiong, Holly Xiaoxing 
Ziegler, Tip & Janet 
Zurawka, Amy 

Gifts In-Kind 
Alliance Printing  
Chick-Fil-A 
Elam, Rae 
GE Volunteers Foundation 
ID Images 
Odioso, Mike & Leslie 
Office Depot - Voice of America 
Rogers, Denny & Ann 
Voyles, David & Susan 
 

Gifts from Foundations & 
Trusts  
Bank of America Foundation 
Davis-Wendell Foundation 
General Electric Foundation 
Goodrich Foundation 
Impact Autism Foundation 
John & Shirley Davis Foundation 
Middletown Community Foundation 

From Companies & Churches 
All Phase Electric & Const. SVC, LLC 
Butler Rural Electric Cooperative, Inc 
City Barbeque, Inc 
Conner & Williamson Co., LPA 
Cornerstone Counseling 
Crane Tec, Inc 
Diver Garden & Pet  
Elite Cosmetic Dentistry 
Emery Oleochemicals 
Fey Insurance Services 
First Financial Bank 
First Financial Bank Corp Admin Center 
First Presbyterian Church of Middletown 
GE Employees Community Service Fund 
Grand Finale Restaurant 
Graydon Head & Ritchey LLP 
ID Images 
Interim Healthcare 
Jones, Grimes, Long, Snider, Inc. 
Kroger Community Rewards 
Kroger - Cin/Day Marketing Area 
Meijer #147 
Microsoft 
Middletown Ford 
Open Road Creative Marketing 
Patel & Dornhecker Dentistry 
Redeemer Church 
Robinson Heating & Air Conditioning 
Sprowls Orthodontic Center 
St. Xavier High School  
Summit Financial Group, Inc. 
The Learning Spectrum 
The Medicine Shoppe 
Threewitt Enterprises, Inc. 
Walmart Supercenter - Evendale 
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May we count on your 
continuing support?  Your gifts 
sustain and enrich our mission. 

 
It is not based upon the physical location of the setting, 
the size of the setting, or a prescribed duration or num-
ber of community-based activities.”  
 
There has been other advocacy on the state level to 
push back against related CMS adult day service regu-
lations. A strong resolution was introduced in a recent 
session of the Ohio General Assembly, in support of 
facility-based day programs such as Bittersweet’s day 
program at Safe Haven, training centers, and adult 
workshops. County DoDD run workshops are targeted 
for shutdown in a few short years, and in fact the work-
shop in Safe Haven’s home county is closing down mid-
2017. HCR 21 was passed with overwhelming support 
by the Ohio House and is awaiting approval in the 
Ohio Senate. The resolution noted that these programs 

serve many individuals with disabilities and that they 
are valued and chosen by these individuals and fami-
lies. The resolution expressed concern that new CMS 
regulations will reduce opportunities and choices.  
 
With the reduction in available day services and the 
continuing increase in the number of persons with au-
tism who age out of their school programs at 22, there 
is no doubt that more, not fewer, residential and voca-
tional options are needed. We continue to believe that 
farmsteads like Safe Haven are optimal “community-
based” settings for persons who choose such a life style. 
We will continue to advocate passionately throughout 
Ohio and across the US to ensure that the right to 
choose is not restricted for individuals with disabilities. 
We are making progress in this fight, but there are 
more challenges ahead.  

Advocacy 
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We the Grand Finale, times 2 

Welcome, Brandy, to the Safe Haven Family 
Have you noticed a new person working in the barn with farmers and the horses? 
She is Brandy Hinkle, our new equestrian coordinator. Brandy has taken over the 
position held by Donna Farler, who has temporarily relocated to address family mat-
ters. Brandy worked with Donna at Safe Haven during her last semester at Miami 
University, where she completed her graduation project on equine therapy for indi-
viduals with autism. She graduated in December, 2015, with a bachelor’s degree in 
kinesiology and fundamentals of biological research, focusing on how horse riding 
can positively impact the well-being and physical functioning of persons with au-
tism. She has a vast knowledge of horses and has shown them for over 15 years. 
 

No stranger to farm life, Brandy was raised on a 200 acre farm, where she helped 
with the cattle, hogs, sheep, goats and horses. She and her husband bought a section 
of her family farm and are proud to be the 6th generation living on the property!  
 

Brandy says that her vision for the riding program is to have horse sponsors who 
will support the horses and sponsors for the riders who will allow more community 

riders to participate. Knowing that the expenses borne by families with autistic children can be considerable, 
she dreams of having the program fully funded so that no expense would be required from the families.  
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Community Riding Program Resumes in June 
  

Open to peo-
ple with au-
tism, age 4 
and up, there 
are 8 open 
slots. The 
cost is $30.00 
per one-hour 
lesson, which 

includes 20-30 minutes riding time, as well as time 
forming relationships with the horses before and after 
riding. Contact Brandy at safehavenequestrian 
@gmail.com. She enjoys meeting new families and 
usually schedules informative tours after 5 pm on Tues-
days and Wednesdays. Lessons will take place on Mon-
day and Tuesday evenings.  

Jack and Lacy, our mini-horses that one of the farm-
ers lovingly refers to as “horse puppies,” will be travel-
ling into the community this summer and fall.  They 
are great conversation starters and allow individuals 
who are afraid of horses a chance to get up close and 
personal with a couple of “puppies.” On July 14 the 
farmers will accompany them to Linden Grove Schools 

in Cincinnati. They will be 
at Horse Daze at Sebald 
Park on September 17. The 
minis will complete the 
year at the “Walk on for 
Autism” event at VOA Park 
in West Chester, benefit-
ting the Safe Haven Farms 
equestrian program (see p. 
8). Come see us! 

Donna Farler (far left), daughter Rachel Farler, 
Ed and Ann Yanosik (equestrian volunteers) 
enjoy a festive evening at the Grand Finale 

We have already lined up the first  spec-
tacular prize for next year’s raffle, a stay 
in a condo in Puerto Vallarta, Mexico.  

Your turn to live más? 

Our second annual “Share the Love” benefit dinner supporting the mis-
sion and programs of Safe Haven Farms was greatly enjoyed at the Grand 
Finale on February 16. Join us again next year on February 15, 2017 for 
another wonderful meal and decadent dessert. 
 
Many thanks to our sponsors: First Financial Bank, Alliance Printing, 
Truepoint Wealth Counsel, Pamela Lockwood, M.D., Impact Autism, Mei-
jer (West Chester), Fey Insurance Services, All Phase Electrical, Graydon 
Head & Ritchie LLP, Denny & Ann Rogers, Tom & Imogene O’Lenick, 
Barry Humphries, Sally & Peter Collins snd Jim & Karen Guion. 
 
Congratulations to our raffle prize winners: (1) Rocky Mountain Colorado 
condo escape — Bobbi Thies (2) Blue Ridge Mountains weekend stay at 
the Old Edwards Inn & Spa— Scott Barbee (3) a magical Cincinnati even-
ing with dinner at McCormick & Schmicks and tickets to Beauty & the 
Beast at the Aronoff Center—Mei Carpenter. 



Safe Haven Farms  

Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 633 
Monroe, Ohio 45050 
 
Street Address: 
5970 No Mans Rd. 
Middletown, OH 45042 
 
513.422.1880 
 
www.safehavenfarms.org 
 

 

 
 

A s autism research continues to offer glimpses into 
its causes and treatment options, more day-to-day is-
sues confronting adults on the autism spectrum are 
becoming the subject of research. With the aging of the 
autism population, one such study seeks to document 
the experiences adults with autism encounter navi-
gating the healthcare system to receive services.  
 
Karen Kent, a doctoral student in Social Gerontology 
at Miami University and mother of a 17-year-old son 
with autism is conducting a dissertation research  
project about suitable healthcare access for adults on 
the autism spectrum. Very little actual research is 
available about what it is like for adults with autism to 
go to the doctor or dentist, and certainly Safe Haven 
parents have a wealth of stories to tell. She has inter-
viewed a few Safe Haven parents and hopes 
to talk with more. 
 
Her interviews are conveniently arranged 
for the autistic adult and caregiver and offer 
the added incentive of cash or a gift card for 
participation. If you wish to be part of this study or 
know someone who might, please contact Karen Kent 
at 513-319-7939 or kentke@miamioh.edu. 

Healthcare for Adults with Autism 
   2016 Walk for Autism  

The second “Walk On for Autism “to benefit Safe Haven 
Farms will be held on Saturday, September 24, 2016 at 
the Voice of America Park in Butler County.  This annual 
event supports our therapeutic horseback-riding pro-
gram for participants of Safe Haven Farms and special 
riders with autism from the surrounding community.  
Details will be posted soon on our Facebook page and 
website www.safehavenfarms.org. 

We are looking for an organization to serve as a Pre-
senting Sponsor to anchor this event. The event will be 
referred to as “Walk On for Autism for Safe Haven 
Farms, presented by ABC Company.” For more details or 
information, please contact Leslie Odioso:  
513-560-6376 or Leslie.Odioso@gmail.com. 

Annual Open House-Arts & Crafts Sale 
 

Saturday and Sunday, Oct. 15-16 
 

Come visit Safe Haven Farms and spend a 
leisurely autumn day touring our facilities, 

visiting the animals and shopping our 
Crafts & Christmas Boutique Sale.  

mailto:kentke@miamioh.edu

