      The Crusader         [image: kofc]  
The Day of Our Lord April and May 2026
Official Publication of the Knights of Columbus-Waverly Council #1556
 Grand Knight’s Message
Dear Brother Knights,
HAPPY EASTER! The Lord has Risen! The Easter-tide season lasts for 50 days until Pentecost Sunday on 
May 24, 2026.  Pentecost is a significant Christian holiday celebrating the descent of the Holy Spirit and 
marks the “birthday of our church”.

I would also like to wish each of you and your families a happy spring.  Once again, I am looking forward to many KC events as we approach spring and summer.  I would like to thank each of you in advance for
your support and dedication to the Knights of Columbus!

God Bless each of you,
Clint Fall
Grand Knight


COMING EVENTS   
May – 3 – Pancake Breakfast.  Proceeds for scholarships.  8:00-11:00am.
May 12 – Officers and General Meeting.  TUESDAY.  6:30pm.  KC Hall.
May 16/17 – KC State Convention

June 8 – Officers and General Meeting.  9:15am.  KC Hall.
June 19/20 – Winstock Parking.
June 28 – Good Neighbor Days.

July 8 – Officers and General Meeting.  TUESDAY.  6:30pm.  KC Hall.
July 10-12 – Waverly Daze (Breakfast.  Hamburger Stand.  Parade. 

August 10 – Officers and General Meeting.  9:15am.  KC Hall.
August – TBD – Montrose Days Parade. 





OUR  PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED      Family of Richard LaFave, Family of Rick LePage, Wayne Arnold, Family of Mary Martin, Maggie Smith, Larry Poppler, Chris Robinson, Larry & Janice Sykora, Tony Lachermeier, Berneal Decker,  Jim Franske, James Dongoski, George Bakeberg, Bernie Reardon, Jim Mader, Stephanie Brown, Randy Hasse, Luke Cain, Mary Amborn, Father Martin Shallbetter,  Margaret Jordan, Dorothy Novak,  Cassie Spike, Vince Halliday,  Diane Blake,  Jen Remer,  Jonathan Padden, George Althoff,  Julie Winsperger,  Diane Carlson Evans, Carolyn Nieman, Brenda LePage, Mary Martin, Carol Pollock, Rosie Jacobson, Ken Schoenfelder, Brinlee Dongoski,  Mary Klingelhoets, Walter Marketon.  
Remember in your prayers: our priests, those on our parish prayer list, our veterans and service men and women.
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knight light –   
                                                                                                                                                   
A woman was going to church, but her car unexpectedly broke down, so she called an Uber.
When the Uber arrived she got into the car and, deciding to make small talk, she asked the driver a question, but he didn’t answer.
Curiously, she tapped him on the shoulder to get his attention and he let out a blood curdling scream. He jerked the car to the shoulder of the road and the car came to a hard stop as he slammed on the brakes.
They both gasped in shock from what just happened. The woman caught her breath and said, “I’m sorry. I didn’t know that touching you on the shoulder would scare you.”
The driver replied, “It’s not your fault. This is my first time driving an Uber. For the past twenty-five years I’ve been driving hearses.”


OUR EVENTS HAVE BEEN SUCCESSFUL!

· March Pancake breakfast – First time in memory that the weather caused cancellation of an event!!
· April Bingo $700
· Turkey Leg Sales – $535
  

AGENT’S MESSAGE - -  
Joe Remer – Field Agent 
(612) 272-8635
        



ATTENTION KNIGHTS – You can also read the Crusader on the 
St. Mary’s website:  www.stmarys-waverly.net.  Under the Get Involved tab you will be directed to open the attachment for the latest Crusader.  

                
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Lecturer Wayne Arnold’s Message –
Take Home Summary from COR9 “Understanding the Bible”

A key concept we must remember is that after his Ascension to Heaven, Jesus did not stop teaching about God’s Kingdom. The Catholic faith is not a “dead” religion. Throughout all recorded history to the present day, the Holy Spirit has continued to respond to prayers of the faithful. Over the centuries he has spoken to Laypersons, Priests, Nuns, Bishops and Popes
to explain what Bible verses mean and how Jesus wants mankind to act and believe. This 2000-year process of clarifying and adding to our understanding of God is what we Catholics call the “deposit of faith.” Beginning in about the year 80 AD and continuing to the present day, these teachings and explanations of the Bible have been written down and are organized into what we call the Catechism of the Catholic Church.

We Catholics refer to the three great cornerstones of our Catholic faith as “the Scriptures” (AKA the “Bible”), plus “Sacred Tradition,” and the “Magisterium.” Sacred Tradition recognizes that not everything Jesus and the Holy Spirit said and taught through the Apostles is written in the Bible.   The Bible is not nearly large enough.  These oral teachings were handed down by word of mouth of disciples who saw and heard them directly from Jesus and the Apostles who then told their successors who told their successors and so on.  The authenticity of these teachings is protected from error over the centuries by the Holy Spirit through the careful actions of Popes and Bishops of the Catholic Church. The Magisterium is the official teaching authority of the Holy Catholic Church.  Working together at great council meetings the past 2000 years like at Nicaea, Chalcedon, Trent, and Vatican II, the Magisterium is responsible for interpreting, preserving, and proclaiming the teachings of Christ, the Bible and Sacred Tradition, known together “the deposit of faith”.  Making the effort to read the Bible is our first step. But real learning takes time, sometimes even a lifetime, to understand the Bible. The Holy Spirit teaches us exactly what he wants us to know, when he decides we need to know it.  Some days can be frustrating because we want answers now, but the Holy Spirit knows best what we need and when.  He may point us toward looking to the Catechism, the writings of the Saints, Bishops and Popes, an online Catholic video, something that is said at a small group prayer meeting, or even a homily at daily Mass may jump out and hit us across the head like a 2x4 with the answer we seek!  We just need to not give up. Keep asking but be patient.  Wait on the Lord and He will answer.   We also should take comfort that over the past 2000 years, Catholics before us have already solved the meaning of every difficult Bible passages. This Body of Faith is protected by the Magisterium of our Catholic Church and is our secret weapon to understand any and all difficult parts of the Bible!  And today we have amazing ways to access this information.   Past generations had to page through the Catechism the old fashion way, page by page. There are now free Catholic AI search tools online.  For example, a person can even go to Google and just type in the readings for today: “what does Matthew 7:7-12 mean to Catholics.”  It will instantly organize and bring up the meaning for you.  An even better new place to go is on the Hallow app which uses a tool called ‘Magisterium AI.’  These tools are amazing.  Just be a bit careful – AI is still learning and can make mistakes.  It is not yet up to the quality standard of the Catechism of the Catholic Church.  When in doubt, always ask your Priest for the best guidance and go to daily Mass whenever you can!

Videos Used:
1)“The Big 3: Scripture, Tradition, and the Magisterium&quot; on YouTube
https://youtu.be/7R9CfQQchU8?si=oOjzuv_4rRpTiOgP
2)&quot;What is the #Magisterium? #catholicism&quot; on YouTube
https://youtu.be/pYNxetlfm0M?si=tVRHJqdni9e3Xk_j
3)Fr Schmitz &quot;Why Catholics Use Scripture and Tradition&quot; on YouTube
https://youtu.be/mTBud-9Vlzo?si=O4H8DZ3YyDyovdZ8



Take Home Summary from COR10 “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of Wisdom.”

At this COR session we explored key building blocks of our faith: Who is God, what is He like, and what does He expect from us?  In ancient society God was portrayed as often angry and quick to punish and kill.  In recent times, he is commonly described more like a mushy Santa Claus, giving gifts to good little boys and girls.  Clearly both extremes are not God’s true nature.  Even though the Bible does not have an instruction manual explaining point by point who God is, there is a road map in scripture that weaves a picture of God.  One interesting example is Proverbs chapter 9 verse 10.  It states: “The
fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.”  While this may seem like a riddle, it is actually an invitation to grow in wisdom about God.  But the puzzle is what does “Fear of the Lord” mean?  Our video from Father Michael Schmitz explains what ‘Fear of the Lord’ means, and how it can help us understand what God is really like and what he wants and expects from us.
In the Father Schmitz video, we learned that when the Bible speaks of “fear of the Lord” it is not telling us to be afraid because our God is mean and, on a whim, will punish us.  Just the opposite.  Fr Schmitz points out that God died on the cross for us. He intensely loves us and wants only good for us.  God looks for even the most flimsy excuse to forgive us, if we only sincerely ask for it.  In many ways, ‘fear of the Lord’ is about us realizing who God truly is.  Yes, God is terrifyingly all wise and all powerful.  So terrifying that like prophets and apostles, we should instinctively fall on our face and tremble in God’s presence.  While that is what God deserves from us, when we go to Mass and approach the alter with God on it, have you ever seen anyone fall face down on the floor?  But in our hearts and minds, that is the attitude we SHOULD have. But the main point Father Schmitz makes is that Fear of the Lord is not about being afraid of being punished. We should instead be afraid of disappointing our loving Creator by our disobedience to His Commandments.  God deserves all our love and our obedience. The proper attitude of the Christian is we must be humble before God.  He is Creator of all things.  He IS God and we are not.  Do we sincerely fear disappointing Him by how we act and what we fail to do?  Do we repent when we disappoint Him? Is He the center of our lives, or just a passing thought once a week on Sunday morning or when sitting in a doctor’s office waiting for test results?  Think about the connection between Fear of the Lord and the Act of Contrition prayer we say during Confession.  The two are very much connected.  This is the Act of Contrition prayer: “Oh my God, I am heartily sorry for having offended you, and I detest all my sins because of your just punishments, but most of all because they offend you, my God, who are all good and deserving of all my love. I firmly resolve, with the help of your grace, to sin no more, and to avoid the nearest occasions of sin.” 

See the connection?  See the “wisdom”?  We confess our sins through the sacrifice of Jesus on the Holy Cross because we fear disappointing our loving God. That is what “Fear of the Lord” means!  When we understand this fact, we are on the wise path to understanding God!

Video Used:
1)“The Fear of the Lord,” Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time Homily, You Tube. Fr. Michael
Schmitz  https://youtu.be/81UAig6ojsE?si=NpHMK6cZ84WiJVNi
	


Lecture 102 R1 Keep Sunday Holy

Brother Knights, I salute you ! Vivat Jesus
As you may recall, Archbishop Hebda commissioned two Synods over the last 5 years.  All parishes are currently supposed to be working on the assignments from synod #1 held in 2022. The theme from that synod assigned to 2026 is “Parents as Primary Educators of Their Children in the Ways of the Faith.” While that is a big sounding name, it does make sense.
From our parents we learned honesty, kindness, patience, dealing with frustration and failure, and how to love other people. We learned how to live day by day and how to work hard.  Much of how we currently live our Catholic faith is based on what we saw growing up. Now days, the distraction of screens, media, and anti-Christian agendas in our schools
and society make it much harder for parents and grandparents to plant the seeds of faith. So where do we start? The Archbishop created a Blue-Ribbon Commission that came up with easy tools to help us. They selected “Reclaiming” Sundays” as the cornerstone for the current 2025-2026 synod year. If parents and families put Sunday back on the pedestal it belongs as a day dedicated to God, worship, and Catholic family values, parents are on the right path to teach their children and grandchildren. Here is what the Commission said: “Each parish of the Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis is asked to help families in their parish “reclaim” Sundays. Parishes are encouraged to adopt a monthly theme that focuses on living out the gift of Sunday to its fullest as God intends. The 12 themes (one per month of the year) of how to reclaim Sundays are a springboard for parishes in this campaign.”

I have printed out the one-page monthly themes for April through August for you. The Archbishop does not of course expect us to do each idea that they list. This is not a ‘recipe’ book. But he does want us to keep Sundays a day where we “walk our talk” as Catholics. It is the “Lord’s Day.” That means it is not just another day for work or chores. We should not be afraid to actually talk about God during the day even after Holy Mass!  We also should focus on family and our neighbors. Use the Archbishop’s guide for ideas and pay particular attention to the overall goal for each month. Then either use its suggestions or invent your own ways to keep Sunday focused on each month’s theme of pleasing God.  While we all may feel ill-equipped to teach our children the Catholic faith, here is the secret sauce. The Catholic Faith is not like a Math class with pages of memorized formulas and rules. We are called to personally live our Catholic Faith every day, especially Sundays.
Our kids and grandkids will learn not by what we say or what we make them do. They will remember the principles of our Catholic faith by how we live it ourselves every day. If we walk our talk and they see that faith is very important to us every Sunday in our own lives, they will remember it.  In time, they will imitate it. That is the goal!!

Brother Knights, Show me your Rosary ! Pray it often !


knight light –  A Paul Harvey Story

Jesus and the Bird Cage
Paul Harvey
[image: ]Boston preacher Dr. S.D. Gordon, placed a beat up, bent, rusted old bird cage beside his pulpit when he told this story.
(Other sources indicate this was Dr. A. J. Gordon, also of Boston).
An unkempt, unwashed, little lad about 10 years old was coming up the alley swinging this old caved in bird cage with several tiny birds shivering on the floor of it.
The compassionate Dr. Gordon asked the boy where he got the birds.
He said he trapped them.
Dr. Gordon asked what he was going to do with them.
The boy said he was going to play with them and have fun with them.
The preacher said, “Sooner or later you’ll get tired of them. Then what are you going to do with them?”
The lad said, “I have some cats at home. They like birds. I’ll feed them to my cats.”
Dr. Gordon said, “Son, how much do you want for the birds?”
The boy, surprised, hesitated and said, “Mister, you don’t want these birds. There just plain old field birds. They can’t even sing. They’re ugly.”
The preacher said, “Just tell me. How much do you want?”
The grubby little lad thought about it. He squinted up one eye. He calculated and hesitated and said, “Two dollars?”
To his surprise Dr. Gordon reached into his pocket and handed the boy two, one dollar bills.
The preacher took the cage.
The boy, in a wink, hurried up the alley.
In a sheltered crevice between buildings, Dr. Gordon opened the door of the cage and tapping on the rusty exterior he encouraged the little birds, one at a time, to find their way out through the narrow door and fly away.
Thus having accounted for the empty cage beside his pulpit, the preacher went on to tell what seemed, at first, like a separate story.
About how once upon a time, Jesus and the Devil had engaged in a negotiation.
Satan had boasted how he’d baited a trap in Eden’s garden and caught himself a world full of people.
“What are you going to do with all those people in your cage” Jesus wanted to know.
The Devil said, “I’m going to play with em’, tease em’. Make them marry and divorce and fight and kill one another. I’m going to teach them to throw bombs on one another. I’m going to have fun with them!”
Jesus said, “You can’t have fun with them forever. When you get tired of playing, what are you going to do with them?”
Satan said, “Damn them! They’re no good anyway! Damn them! Kill them!”
Jesus said, “How much do you want for them?”
Satan said, “You can’t be serious! If I sell them to you, they’ll just spit on you. They’ll hate you. They’ll hit you and beat you. They’ll hammer nails into you! They’re no good.”
Jesus said, “How much?”
Satan said, “All of your tears and all of your blood. That’s the price.”
Jesus took the cage, and paid the price, and opened the door.
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