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T



Welcome

Welcome to St Michael's Church! We are a welcoming community at the
heart of Bishops Cleeve. If this is your first time visiting us, we hope you feel
at home and would love to get to know you better, so please do come and say
hello to one of the ministers at the end of the service.

First time at Evensong?

We are very happy that you have joined us this evening. We appreciate that
coming to Evensong for the first time might be a strange experience, but we
hope you feel able to absorb its tranquility and grace.

Evensong is a service unique to the Church of England and has been taking
place for centuries.

As such, some of the language is quite old-fashioned. However, it conveys a
thread of prayerfulness throughout which will become more familiar with
time. Indeed, much of its beauty and inspiration comes from a sense of
participation in worship that has taken place for generations, both in this
place and around the world.

Please do not worry about anything. The choir will be singing substantial
parts of this service, please join in where indicated (bold type) and also sing
the hymns with us. You can stand or sit, as you feel comfortable, (although
we have put some notes in the service sheet indicating what normally

happens).

Please do not worry if there are things that don't make much sense to you at
first. Everything has its place and this will become apparent in time. If you
have any questions, ministers and choir members will be happy to discuss
these with you at the end of the service.

More than anything, just enjoy the service. It is a peaceful, restful space where
you are allowed simply to be in the presence of God. As the pattern of the
service becomes more familiar to you, we hope you begin to love it as much
as we do.

2



Introit

Please be seated whilst the choir sing
S

Hymn

Please stand if you are comfortably able
Bidding Prayer

Dearly beloved, the Scripture moveth us in sundry places to acknowledge and
confess our manifold sins and wickedness; [and that we should not dissemble
nor cloke them before the face of Almighty God our heavenly Father; but
confess them with an humble, lowly, penitent, and obedient heart; to the end
that we may obtain forgiveness of the same, by his infinite goodness and
mercy.

And although we ought at all times humbly to acknowledge our sins before
God; yet ought we most chiefly so to do, when we assemble and meet
together to render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at his
hands, to set forth his most worthy praise, to hear his most holy Word, and to
ask those things which are requisite and necessary, as well for the body as the
soul.] Wherefore I pray and beseech you, as many as are here present, to
accompany me with a pure heart and humble voice unto the throne of the
heavenly grace, saying after me:

General Confession
Sit or kneel

Almighty and most merciful Father,

We have erred, and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep,

We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts,
We have offended against thy holy laws,

We have left undone those things which we ought to have done,
And we have done those things which we ought not to have done,
And there is no health in us:

But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us miserable offenders;

Spare thou them, O God, which confess their faults,

Restore thou them that are penitent,

According to thy promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesu our Lord:
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And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake,
That we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life,
To the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.

Absolution
The minister says:

Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who desireth not the
death of a sinner, but rather that he may turn from his wickedness, and live;
and hath given power, and commandment, to his Ministers, to declare and
pronounce to his people, being penitent, the Absolution and Remission of
their sins:

He pardoneth and absolveth all them that truly repent, and unfeignedly
believe his holy Gospel. Wherefore let us beseech him to grant us true
repentance, and his Holy Spirit, that those things may please him, which we
do at this present; and that the rest of our life hereafter may be pure, and
holy; so that at the last we may come to his eternal joy; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

The Lord's Prayer

Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name,
Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done,

in earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

And forgive us our trespasses,

As we forgive them that trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,

But deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power, and the glory,

For ever and ever. Amen.



The Responses

O Lord, open thou our lips.

And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.
O God, make speed to save us.

O Lord, make haste to help us.

Please stand if you are comfortably able

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.
Amen.

Praise ye the Lord.
The Lord's Name be praised.

Psalm
Concluding with

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.
Amen.

The Old Testament Reading

Please sit

The Magnificat

Please stand if you are comfortably able as the choir sing the Song of Mary

My soul doth magnify the Lord: and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my
Saviour.

For he hath regarded: the lowliness of his hand-maiden.

For behold, from henceforth: all generations shall call me blessed.

For he that is mighty hath magnified me: and holy is his Name.

And his mercy is on them that fear him: throughout all generations.
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He hath shewed strength with his arm: he hath scattered the proud in the
imagination of their hearts.

He hath put down the mighty from their seat: and hath exalted the humble
and meek.

He hath filled the hungry with good things: and the rich he hath sent empty
away.

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel: as he promised to
our forefathers, Abraham and his seed, for ever.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end.
Amen.

The New Testament Reading

Please sit

Nunc Dimittis
Please stand if you are comfortably able as the choir sing the Song of Simeon

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace: according to thy word.
For mine eyes have seen: thy salvation;

Which thou hast prepared: before the face of all people;

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles: and to be the glory of thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end.
Amen.

Sermon
Please sit



The Apostles' Creed

Please stand  if you are comfortable able

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: And
in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy
Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was
crucified, dead, and buried:

He descended into hell; The third day he rose again from the dead; He
ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father
Almighty; From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Catholick Church; The
Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of
the body, And the Life everlasting. Amen.

The Responses

The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
Let us pray.
Please sit or kneel
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Our Father, which art in heaven,

Hallowed be thy Name,

Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done,

in earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

And forgive us our trespasses,

As we forgive them that trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,

But deliver us from evil. Amen.



O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us.
And grant us thy salvation.

O Lord, save the King,.
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.

Endue thy Ministers with righteousness.
And make thy chosen people joyful.

O Lord, save thy people.
And bless thine inheritance.

Give peace in our time, O Lord.
Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.

O God, make clean our hearts within us.
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.

The Collect for the day

The Collect for Peace

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do
proceed: Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that
both, our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee
we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest
and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.

The Collect for Aid against all Perils

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy
defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy
only Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.



Anthem

Please sit

Hymn

Please stand if you are comfortably able

Prayers of Intercession
Please sit or kneel

A Prayer for the King's Majesty

O Lotd our heavenly Father, high and mighty, King of kings, Lord of lords,
the only Ruler of princes, who dost from thy throne behold all the dwellers
upon earth; most heartily we beseech thee with thy favour to behold our most
gracious Sovereign Lord, King Chatles; and so replenish him with the grace
of thy Holy Spirit, that he may alway incline to thy will, and walk in thy way:
endue him plenteously with heavenly gifts;

Grant him in health and wealth long to live; strengthen him that he may
vanquish and overcome all his enemies; and finally, after this life, he may
attain everlasting joy and felicity; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Prayer for the Royal Family

Almighty God, the fountain of all goodness, we humbly beseech thee to bless,
Camilla the Queen Consort, William Prince of Wales, the Princess of Wales,
and all the Royal Family. Endue them with thy Holy Spirit; enrich them with
thy heavenly grace; prosper them with all happiness; and bring them to thine
everlasting kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Prayer for the Clergy and People

Almighty and everlasting God, who alone workest great marvels, send down
upon our bishops and curates, and all congregations committed to their
charge, the healthful spirit of thy grace; and that they may truly please thee,
pour upon them the continual dew of thy blessing.

Grant this, O Lord, for the honour of our advocate and mediator, Jesus
Christ. Amen.
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A Prayer of Saint Michaels & All Angels

O Everlasting God, who hast ordained and constituted the services of Angels
and men in a wonderful order: Mercifully grant that, as thy holy Angels alway
do thee service in heaven, so by thy appointment they may succour and
defend us on earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Prayers will end with The Grace:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship
of the Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amen.

Hymn

Please stand if you are comfortably able

The Blessing and Conclusion
Please remain standing

The Lord be with you
and with thy Spirit.

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts
and minds in the knowledge and love of God and of his Son Jesus
Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit, be amongst you and remain with you always.
Amen.

May Christ, who bore our sins on the cross, set us free to serve him with joy.
Let us bless the Lord
Thanks be to God.

Al remain standing whilst the Minister(s) leaves the building. Yon are invited to sit and listen as the
Organist plays the Voluntary, which is offered as part of our worship and concludes our service.

September 2022

Some material included in this service is copyright: © The Archbishop's Conncil 2000.
Some material included in this service is copyright: © The Crown
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Please stay and join us for food and drink to celebrate St Michael.




