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Alone we can do so ; O Our Mission:
| LASC provides civil legal aid and advocacy to combat unfairness and

little; together we can injustice and to help people rise out of poverty.

do so much.”

— Helen Keller
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Cover Photo: Jason Lockett plays basketball with his daughters. LASC helped him with reentry services.
Inside cover photo: Artists Lucie Shearer, Marcus Billingsley and Thom Glick painted this mural, "Pursuing Good Together,"
on the side of a business on West Broad Street in Columbus.




In 2021, we met the challenge of the ongoing pandemic and continued to help low-income families living in Central Ohio.
We increased our advocacy to protect tenants, enhanced our community partnerships, and expanded our work in immigration,
unemployment compensation, and removing barriers to employment for individuals with criminal records.

LASC represented thousands of tenants in housing cases, preventing them from becoming homeless, and continued to prioritize
housing conditions work to ensure the safety of low-income families. Thanks to the generosity of our funders, we were able to add
staff to our Tenant Advocacy Project Team that serves clients daily at eviction court and to the Housing Team, which addresses unsafe
housing issues. These efforts were coupled with strong relationships with community partners to ensure that those impacted by
COVID-19 illness or job loss received rental assistance. And our work with housing was not limited to tenants, but included a project
with the Franklin County Auditor, Columbus City Attorney and Franklin County Environmental Court to protect homeownership for
low-income residents and seniors.

Our partnership with Our Lady of Guadalupe Center enabled us to add immigration services that we did not previously offer. This
collaboration includes an onsite office that allows us to better serve the legal needs of the Hispanic community in Central Ohio. It
would not have been possible without our donors, and we hope that it will become a permanent part of our program.

We also focused on expanded assistance for individuals in need of record sealing, including two exciting new pilot programs. The
firstis Opportunity Port, a partnership with the City of Columbus and others, which allows applicants to create accounts through an
online portal and meet remotely with attorneys to have their sealing application filed. In the second, LASC is joining with the Center

for Employment Opportunities to help justice-involved individuals obtain employment with J.P. Morgan Chase and other employers.

While we have highlighted some of the new programs and partnerships in 2021, LASC staff continued to provide the entire range of
holistic services that are so important to our community — representation for domestic violence survivors, helping individuals with

disabilities access home health care services, protection for those at risk of foreclosure, help with tax disputes and much, much more.

We would not be able to provide these much-needed legal services without the hard work of LASC staff and the support of each
of you. We are grateful for all our partners and look forward to working together to fulfill our mission of helping people rise out of
poverty and ensuring equal access to justice.
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[My lawyer] took the time to

explain every step upfront and
listened to what my wishes and
needs were. She helped me
understand the whole process
and took the time for emotional
breaks for me. She was very
caring and compassionate.”

- LASC client



Housing Team Stopped Evictions During Pandemic

hen it became clear that neither a global pandemic
w nor an eviction moratorium issued by the Centers

for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) would
stop evictions in Franklin County, LASC added staff, educated
partners and the public about safety nets, and worked close-
ly with agencies offering rental assistance. Members of the
Tenant Advocacy Project (TAP) continued to offer onsite assis-
tance at eviction court every day.

Despite the moratorium, which was intended to prevent a
pandemic-related housing crisis, more than 15,000 evictions
were filed in Franklin County Municipal Courtin 2021, as the
court continued to hold hearings and issue judgments. Qual-
ifying tenants could ask the court to stay their set-out — the
removal of their belongings from the rental property - during
the moratorium period, allowing them to remain housed
temporarily. The Housing Team represented hundreds of
tenants in moratorium-related cases, including successfully
defeating several attempts by landlord attorneys to stop the
court from enforcing any protections under the moratorium.
However, the confusing rules made it difficult for Franklin
County tenants to successfully claim protections under the
CDC moratorium. In fact, only 28 eviction cases were stayed
under these rules in Franklin County during the entire mor-
atorium.

While very few cases were stayed, the moratorium on set-outs
did give tenants significant leverage to convince their land-
lords to accept third-party rental assistance, allowing them to
remain in their homes or have several months before they
were forced to move. LASC worked closely with organizations
like IMPACT Community Action, which also had a daily pres-
ence at eviction court, to ensure that eligible tenants were
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"LASC's experience and expertise advocating for mar-
ginalized communities has been a significant contrib-
utor to the work that we do at IMPACT Community Ac-
tion," said Shameikia Smith, vice president of housing
for IMPACT. “Our partnership and collaboration is inno-
vative and needed, not only during the pandemic, but
for the days to come. Our combined work sets a stage
for advocacy and engagement as we seek to promote
housing stability for Columbus, Ohio. We are honored
to partner in providing hope with LASC."

LASC used the moratorium and rental assistance to
keep 573 tenants in their homes and to help 605 ten-
ants obtain more time to move. The moratorium ended
in early August when the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals
found that it was unenforceable.

One of these clients, Molly Burtch, was helped by TAP
Attorney Kaci Philpot, who connected her with IMPACT
to secure rental assistance and negotiated a move-out
for the single mother of two. “She had my back,"
Burtch said. “I would call her when | was scared. If it
weren't for Kaci, we wouldn't have a place to live.”

Toni Spruell (at right) with two of her daughters.

Mother Moves Family to Shelter Rather
Than Stay in Unsafe Apartment

When the ceiling at her apartment collapsed, Toni Spruell
decided it was safer for her and her two teenage daughters
to stay at a homeless shelter. The apartment manager had
ignored Toni's requests to address mold and water damage
from various leaks in the unit. Prior to the ceiling collapse,
she and the girls were doing dishes in an upstairs bathtub
because of issues with the kitchen sink. "It was terrible,"
Spruell said. "l was overwhelmed with all of the issues. We
felt safer sleeping in the car or at the shelter." Although the
family no longer stayed at the apartment, Spruell paid the
rent because she was trying to build credit to buy a home.
She stopped paying rent when Columbus housing officials
condemned the apartment.

Once relieved of the rent payments, Spruell, who was
pregnant, found a new place for her family to live and once
again began saving money to buy a home. She was stunned
when she learned that her former landlord filed an eviction
against her on the condemned property. Fortunately, LASC
was able to get the case dismissed, but the matter caused
the family a lot of stress. Spruell said she's grateful that LASC
intervened. "l breathed a sigh of relief that somebody

was actually helping me,” she said. “I never have had

Attorneys Kelly Murphy (left) and Thomas Pope (right) greet c/iénts . :
anybody help me like this."

at the TAP table.

Jyoshu Tsushima, managing attorney of TAP (right), discusses a case

able to access much-needed rental assistance. with Cossus Russel (ef) » graduate law clek




Supreme Court Invites LASC to Help Create Toolkit for Courts Hearing Evictions

As courts across the state continued to
grapple with the effects of COVID-19
and the health and housing crises
brought on by the pandemic, the Ohio
Supreme Court convened a group of
judges, attorneys, and advocates to
provide resources to local courts han-
dling eviction cases. Housing Team
Managing Attorney Melissa Benson,
along with two attorneys from our
sister organization, the Ohio Poverty
Law Center, worked with the Court to
create a toolkit for local courts to re-
duce evictions and increase access

to rental assistance. This Guide - The
Ohio Supreme Court Judicial Guide
to Eviction Diversion — promotes sev-
eral programs created or champi-
oned by LASC as models for eviction
diversion, including LASC's Tenant
Advocacy Project, which makes legal
aid attorneys available at eviction
court every day.

"Now, more than ever, courts need
to be proactive to divert tenants and
landlords away from formal court
action and instead seek rental assis-
tance or alternative forms of dispute

resolution,” Chief Justice O'Connor
said when the toolkit was released
in August. “Early interventions in
eviction cases are the keys to pre-
serving tenancy.”

Franklin County Evictions During COVID-19

Evictions Filed

Judgments Granted

Requests for Set-Out

Set-Outs Completed

2019 2020 2021

18,219 12,204 15,185
8,754 4,599 5,739
5,815 3,337 4,080
1,175 758 1,015
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LASC offers free help to tenants facing eviction every day
through its TAP clinic.



LASC Partnership with Our Lady of Guadalupe Center
Provides Legal Help to Immigrant Families

hen Krissa Lopez* called LASC with a child custo-
w dy question, she never expected to find a Span-

ish-speaking lawyer committed to helping her in
so many ways. The first few times LASC attorney Stephanie
Corcoran offered to help Lopez, who was undocumented,
apply for a U-Visa, the Guatemalan immigrant dismissed the
offer. "You have a fear: What will happen to my kids if | re-
open it?" Lopez wondered.

Krissa Lopez's children

Eventually Corcoran convinced her, and they applied for
the visa for victims of crime who assist in the investigation.
Corcoran also referred her to the LASC Domestic Team for
help with asking the court to order her ex-hushand to pay
child support. “I feel safe coming here and speaking with
her," Lopez said of her meetings with Corcoran at the
Catholic Social Services - Our Lady of Guadalupe Center
(OLGC). “She explains the process and supports you. She
gave me opportunities.”

With a population of 91,000 Hispanic residents, Franklin
County is home to the largest Hispanic community in the
state. Too often, this community struggles to make ends
meet, and more than a quarter of Hispanic residents in Ohio

live below the poverty line. These difficulties — along with
complicating factors like language barriers, a history of mis-
trust of government agencies in their home countries, and
fear due to uncertain immigration status — have created a
growing need for civil legal aid services for immigrant com-
munities in Central Ohio.

To help meet that increasing need, LASC and OLGC partnered
in January with critical grant funding from the Ohio Supreme
Court's Civil Justice Grant, The Columbus Families Together
Fund, the Columbus Bar Foundation, and the Foundation
of the American College of Trial Lawyers. The two-year pilot
program allows Corcoran to work at OLGC and provide legal
assistance to clients, including help with green cards, work
visas, custody proceedings, domestic violence, and housing.
The partnership is the only program in Central Ohio that of-
fers such a wide array of resources for the Hispanic and im-
migrant community. Corcoran has represented her clients
before the U.S. Immigration and Citizenship Services (USCIS)
as well as the Immigration Court.

*Name changed at the client's request.

2021
BY THE NUMBERS

Poverty rate of Hispanic
residents in Ohio

Poverty rate nationwide

26% 22.2%

The Poverty Rate of Hispanic residents
in Ohio (26%) is higher than the
national average of 22.2%.

237 families served
104 cses

Attorney Stephanie Corcoran (at right) meets with social worker Sara
Cruet Barreto at the Guadalupe Center.

Estimated Percentage of People Living Below the Poverty Level by Race

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2012-2016 American Community Survey 5 year estimates
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LASC Expands Services for Justice-Impacted Clients

Columbus City officials joined OSLSA Executive Director Kathleen McGarvey
for a press conference announcing Opportunity Port in November.

oving on from a criminal conviction can be challenging,
Meven after all criminal sanctions are complete. Many
Ohioans with a criminal record struggle to find gainful
employment or safe and affordable housing for years or even
decades after their cases have ended. Thanks to changes in
Ohio law and several new partnerships, LASC's Re-entry, Income

Security, and Education (RISE) Team can now do more to help these
clients.

LASC clients have a variety of reasons for wanting to clean up their
backgrounds.Arecord can derail searches for suitable employment,
safe housing, and even some volunteer opportunities. Even people
who can demonstrate rehabilitation by judicial standards still have

difficulty obtaining housing and employment.

"Once you get declined once or twice from a job, you
start to doubt that you're ever going to be able to be
accepted back into the community,” said Betsy Davis,
who worked with LASC to seal her record last year so
she could return to school. “It means a better future.
Doors are opening for me.”

In addition to its regular record sealing and expungement
services, LASC is piloting two new programs. First, LASC
has partnered with the City of Columbus, Equality Ohio,
Franklin County Municipal Court Self Help Resource
Center, and The Ohio State University Moritz College of Law
to make remote record sealing accessible to more Franklin
County residents. Called Opportunity Port, the brief service
online portal launched in 2021 and allows applicants to
create online accounts and meet remotely with volunteer
attorneys. If the applicant is eligible, an attorney will
prepare the record sealing application and electronically
file it with the court.

The Second Chance Program focuses specifically on
helping people obtain employment. LASC is joining with
the Center for Employment Opportunities (CEQ) to help
justice-involved individuals successfully secure jobs with
J.P.Morgan Chase and other employers. In addition, LASC
offers targeted legal assistance to job seekers to overcome
legal barriers to employment. LASC also works closely
with community partners to provide wraparound services,
including job skill development, to give the applicant the
best chance to obtain employment.

Betsy Davis (left) and Attorney Meagan Van Brocklin (right).

Record Sealing Offers Client Hope

Betsy Davis came to legal aid seeking help getting her re-
cord sealed to go back to school. She applied to a program
to earn a certificate qualifying her to work in a doctor's of-
fice doing medical records, but the school would not admit
her because she had a criminal record.

Attorney Meagan Van Brocklin, who joined LASC as the
managing attorney for the RISE Team in September,
assisted Davis with sealing her record. Van Brocklin
represented Davis at the hearing and the sealing was
approved.

“It was awesome having Meagan help me," Davis said.
“After she told the judge that | had become a model
citizen, the judge commended me for turning my
life around. | was flabbergasted.” Once her record was
sealed, Betsy enrolled in the program, where she is on the
Dean’s List. The 34-year-old, who grew up with very little
parental support, said she is excited to put her past behind
her and concentrate on the future. “There are no words for
what this means to me," she said. “It's beyond words. The
sun is finally shining for me."

Record Sealing vs. Record Expungement

While many people use “record sealing” and "record
expungement” interchangeably, they are quite
different. Sealing a record simply hides it from public
view. However, some public entities, state licensing
boards, or employers in certain industries, such as
healthcare and finance, can still view the record.
Expungement deletes and erases a criminal record
so it can never be found again. Expungement is only
available in a few circumstances, such as for survivors of
human trafficking and crimes committed by juveniles.

T
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A criminal record reduces a job
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Between
70 million and 100 million
Americans now have some type of
criminal record.
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Formerly incarcerated people are nearly

10 times

more likely than the general public to
experience homelessness.

Source: CleanSlateCampaign.org
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| tried to solve my problem with
[Job & Family Services] by myself,
but it was impossible. When a
lawyer is calling, they take it
more seriously.”

- LASC client

Advocates Connect Clients to Crucial Unemployment Benefits

nemployment compensation cases continued to
U dominate ourincome security work in the second

year of the pandemic. Issues were wide-ranging,
including alleged fraud, overpayments, documentation
inquiries, lost appeals, and long waits for payments.
While waiting for benefits, our clients faced evictions,
utility shut-offs, difficulties finding suitable employment,
transportation challenges, childcare disruptions, and
more. Case handlers worked closely with other staff
members and community partners to keep clients afloat
while they waited for unemployment benefits.

The nature of our work expanded from representing
unemployed workers at Unemployment Compensation
Review Commission hearings to helping clients navi-
gate the complicated unemployment system. Clients
grappled with technological barriers — such as no inter-
net access, unfamiliarity with email, and a lack of PDF-
viewing software. Others struggled to find and submit
the various documents needed to satisfy new identity
verification requirements or were unsure what to
do when they received multiple notices containing
conflicting information about their claims.

When his benefits unexpectedly stopped, Tom Johnson
spent about two months trying to resolve his issue over
the phone and online to no avail. He called LASC, and
Attorney Karin Nordstrom quickly sorted out the issue
with the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services
(ODJFS). “She was just wonderful,” said Johnson,
a senior citizen who used credit cards to cover
expenses. “It was as painless as these things can be.”

We also expanded our legislative advocacy efforts on be-
half of claimants trying to navigate the unemployment
process. LASC joined with other legal aid programs to
draft testimony that was presented to a group of law-mak-
ers charged with improving Ohio’s unemployment com-
pensation system. Additionally, several team members
participated in the statewide Employment Law Taskforce,
a group of legal aid representatives who work on unem-
ployment issues. The taskforce met regularly with ODJFS
to informally resolve many issues impacting our clients.
For example, LASC worked with ODJFS to improve access
to the agency's phone system for individuals with limited
English proficiency.

Our efforts resulted in clients
receiving payouts for earned
benefits totaling:

$470,363

and the distribution of more than

$1,135,167

in monthly benefits.




LASC Case Leads to Changes at ODJFS
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Attorney Karin Nordstrom confers with cl

uring the pandemic, William Hummel found a
Dwork-from-home job doing customer service for

a financial services company. The opportunity
suited him because his doctor recommended that he
quarantine due to his severe asthma and allergies. In
addition to his own medical conditions, Hummel is
the primary caregiver for his mother, who has been
diagnosed with leukemia.

ient William Hummel.

e

When the company called employees back into the office,
Hummel provided them with notes from his doctor and
his mother's doctor stating that he should continue to
quarantine. When he did not return to the office, his
employer fired him.

Hummel applied for unemployment benefits. He did
not receive benefits for three months. Family and friends

generously helped him pay his rent, but he still fell far
behind on other expenses. Due to ODJFS' delay, he felt
forced tofile for bankruptcy. Later,when ODJFS erroneously
stopped his benefits, he sought help from LASC Attorney
Karin Nordstrom. She reached out to ODJFS on his behalf.
"There was such a feeling of relief when she said she could
help,” Hummel said. “It was a comfort."

Nordstrom filed an appeal on his behalf. He waited 38
days for ODJFS to respond but got no answer.

Nordstrom filed a writ of mandamus in the Franklin
County Court of Common Pleas, asking the judge to order
ODJFS to decide his case within the 21 days required by
law, and his case became an important part of LASC's
larger-scale advocacy efforts. Within days, ODJFS granted
Mr. Hummel's appeal and paid him the benefits he was
due. On July 26, 2021, the court found that ODJFS had
systemically violated its duty to respond to appeals within
21 days, and the judge ordered ODJFS to comply with its
statutory responsibility to respond within that timeframe.

Hummel said it was rewarding to play a role in requiring
ODJFS to respond to appeals in a more timely manner.
“When you're dealing with a government agency, it
can be like a David-and-Goliath scenario. It's hard to
get anywhere,” he said. "l was excited that Karin got
a judge to see our point. | also felt validated. Karin
heard my story and believed me. It was a comfort to
know this would help others.”

"I wouldn't have been able to do this
by myself. My lawyer was wonderful

and did a great job."

— LASC client

Judge Orders ODJFS to Speed
Up Appeals Process Following

LASC Petition

Although Ohio law requires ODJFS to respond to all
unemployment compensation benefit appeals within
21 days, during the pandemic clients were often waiting
months beyond that deadline. In response, LASC started
filing petitions for writs of mandamus asking the court
to order ODJFS to respond in a timely fashion, as the law
requires.

LASC, with input from our sister organization, Southeastern
Ohio Legal Services, filed its first writ, Rutherford v. ODJFS,
in March 2021. LASC filed a second one, Hummel v. ODJFS,
two months later. In July, Franklin County Common Pleas
Judge Chris Brown ruled in our favor. "(ODJFS) concedes
that Mr. Hummel's redetermination was delayed due to
the sheer volume of applications during the ongoing
global pandemic," Judge Brown wrote. "The Court finds
that there is no exception in the 21-day language of the
Revised Code."

At that time, ODJFS had a backlog of roughly 150,000
pending appeals. Within a few weeks of the order, ODJFS
Director Matt Damschroder publicly released a plan for
reducing the backlog.

In December, ODJFS announced in a news release that
the agency had cleared the backlog of appeals. However,
following this statement, LASC filed another writ on
behalf of Sadia Abdi, another claimant who was forced to
wait more than 21 days for an appeal response. Despite
ODJFS' official position, LASC will continue to pursue
judicial action to hold ODJFS to its statutory duty to
respond to appeals in a timely manner.



Neighborhood Stabilization Team Steers Stimulus Dollars
to Low-Income Entrepreneurs

COVID disruptions was a priority for our staff who

focus on Community Economic Development Our Neighborhood Stabilization Team partnered with

” d , 4 g th i the City of Columbus, nonprofits, and small business
orts centered on restoring and Improving the sma resource providers to focus on two major goals —ensuring

business environment and building partnerships. The the benefits and funds were shared with low-income
infusion of American Rescue Plan dollars provided a unique entrepreneurs and providing technical assistance in our
opportunity for community groups and government areas of business and nonprofit expertise to create a
agencies to focus on building economic infrastructure. positive environment for low-income entrepreneurs and
LASC stood ready to help ensure the benefits were business owners in Columbus.

H elping small businesses thrive in the wake of shared with underserved and vulnerable populations.

| ‘ — They have committed countless hours to providing legal
| service, education and resources assisting the small
business owners that we work with; as well as direct
assistance to us. And as a small nonprofit it has been
invaluable.”
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Aminiature mural on Parsons-Avenue in.Columbuis= 3 RO R ' _m




Work Focuses on Protecting Low-Income Homeowners

ith housing prices on the
rise in the wake of the
pandemic, homeowners

were vulnerable to property scams,
high-pressure buyers, increased re-
pair costs, and rising tax bills. LASC
partnered with the Franklin County
Auditor, the Columbus City Attorney,
and the Franklin County Environmen-
tal Court to protect homeownership for
low-income residents and seniors.

To keep the costs of homeownership
affordable in a time of escalating val-
ues, LASC helped the Auditor's Office
create the Homeowner Assistance
Program, which made it simpler for
homeowners to challenge their tax
valuation. By creating and distributing
informational doorhangers and oth-
er materials, our team also equipped
homeowners to recognize predatory
property speculators and high-pres-
sure buyers looking to scam them out
of their hard-earned home equity.

Similarly, our increased engagement
in the Owner-Occupied Initiative with
the City Attorney and Environmen-
tal Court helped homeowners clear
daunting legal barriers so they could
repairtheirhomes and come into com-

pliance with building codes, improv-
ing the city's housing stock and saving
people's homes and their investments
in the future of their families.

"The project started organically when
we realized that a lot of these folks are
disabled, they're elderly, they have re-
cent health issues, or they lost a job,"
Magistrate Benjamin Hoelzel said in
an interview with The Columbus Dis-
patch. "So we started trying to find
resources for folks to help them with
problems that are directly related to
why they're in our court."

At the invitation of the court and the
city officials, a staff attorney attends
the hearings and provides legal infor-
mation and sometimes legal advice to
homeowners who have been charged
with code violations and are having
trouble coming into compliance be-
cause of other legal barriers. These
barriers include: title problems (such
as from the death of a parent or grand-
parent), inability to access sources of
income and public benefits, questions
about tax-filing requirements for as-
sistance programs and general civil
legal information so that homeowners
can access help for themselves. Some-

H

times, homeowners in this program
have other legal needs that have been
a priority over fixing a code violation.
Legal Aid can often provide informa-
tion or referrals to help them solve
those problems, which frees up re-
sources to address their housing con-
ditions and prevent penalties.

In addition, we have provided tech-
nical assistance to the Environmental
Court and to the City Attorney's Office
to help them coordinate grants and
home-repair programs created by City
Council and to better understand the
barriers faced by people in poverty.

f

COLUMBUS
METROPOLITAN

LIBRARY

2021 Neighborhood Stabilization Partners

City of Columbus Mayor's Office of Diversity and Inclusion

The Columbus Small Business Agenda

The Columbus Metropolitan Library Business Librarian and Life Skills programs
Small Business Development Center office at Columbus State Community College

The Columbus Urban League
Franklin County Auditor

Columbus City Attorney

Franklin County Environmental Court

= Small Business
Oth ‘ Development Centers

THE CITY OF

COLUMBUS

Columbus State Community College

MICHAEL

STINZIANO

*Frank[m County Auditor

ANDREW J. GINTHER, MAYOR

COLUMBUS y
SMALL BUSINESS AGENDA:

e | A
C il

Creating a Collaborative
Small Busi Eco N
Main Street Busine

Columbus
Urban League




Meet the Diversity, Equity,
and Inclusion Fellows

CANDACE MILNER

Hometown: Columbus, Ohio

Education: Georgetown University

Law school: The Ohio State University Moritz College of Law
Career goal: Nonprofit Executive Director

"This fellowship with OPLC gave me a chance to work at the intersections of my
passions in a community | care about deeply. Everyone deserves access to legal
representation and to live in a community where families thrive. My fellowship
gave me the opportunity to work on policies that make this a reality."

KARINA MONTOYA

Hometown: North Hollywood, California
Education: University of California, Davis

Law school: University of Dayton School of Law
Career goal: Law Firm Partner

"[Being able to help use civil legal aid to help combat injustice] means the world
to me; it makes me feel that all my hard work in law school has been worth it.

| want to use my degree to help others. Now | see that there are actually lawyers
who do that. As a low-income, first-generation Latina law student, | know the
struggles of not having access to legal services. Now | know | can help people in
my community.”

The Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Fellowship, which provides opportunities for law students to work in a legal services
organization, is designed to foster diversity in legal aid programs, particularly for students with backgrounds or from
communities that have been underrepresented in law school and the legal profession. The Fellowship is part of OSLSA's
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion work, intended to reduce barriers to publicinterestemploymentand make the organization
better reflect the diversity of the population it serves. It was created to honor Tom Weeks, the longtime director of OSLSA,
who retired in 2019.

JOEY OTENG

Hometown: Cincinnati, Ohio

Education: University of Vermont, Kent State University
Law school: The Ohio State University Moritz College of Law
Career goal: University President or Secretary of Education

& "To be able to be a familiar face, to get to express empathy in between providing
legal aid, and to be affirming of the identities people are bringing with them to
court was significant. The majority of the clients we served in eviction court looked
like me - disproportionately Black. To have me there to understand them literally
and figuratively was huge. So many comments about feeling safe, seen, or that
they mattered with me will stay with me long after this experience ends.”

KIERA ZACHER

Hometown: Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Education: The Ohio State University

Law school: The Ohio State University Moritz College of Law
Career goal: Pro Bono Coordinator of a law firm

"| always wanted to work in public interest, and after volunteering at LASC with
the Public Benefits Team over the school year | knew that | liked the organization
and their commitment to ensuring access to justice. | was drawn to the fellow-
ship in particular because | believe increasing diversity in the legal profession is
important, and | appreciated the goals that the fellowship was trying to achieve.”




We make every effort to ensure the accuracy of our donor list. If you have any updates,
please contact Melissa Linville at mlinville@columbuslegalaid.org.

Financials Donors

$1 Million - $2 Million Franklin County Office of Justice Policy and Programs

2021 Revenue

Grants 73.1% City of Columb National Academy of Trial Lawyers
3.2% 1ty orLolumbus United States Department of Justice - Victims of Crime Act
Investment Income 8.9% $100,000 - $499,999 $10,000 - $19,999
PPP Loan Forgiven 13.2% ADAMH Board of Franklin County Bricker & Eckler
o Central Ohio Area Agency on Aging - Title Il
1.6% : 7 Jones Day
Franklin County Commissioners Harry C. Moores Foundation
Columbus Foundation 0 .
100.0%
° Franklin County Department of Job and Family Services - Title XX United Way of Union County
Nationwide Children’s Hospital
Ohioans for Better Birth Outcomes $5.000-59.999
United States Internal Revenue Service Low Income Taxpayer Clinic Amold & Clifford LLP
$ United Way of Central Ohio Area Agency on Aging, Ohio District 5
2021 Expenses 7,600,000 ot easend
........................................................................................................................................ Cardinal Health Do Shonl LLp
John P. Gilligan Esq.
Legal Program 88.8% $50’000 ) $99’999 Thompson Hine LLP
| & Administrati 9.19 ini
General & Administrative % Franklin County Office on Aging - Senior Options rﬂ(;lzggncl(t)):]tttjth;rj:dcai;il;r;h
2.1% GUND Foundation )
o o ) . Frank and Carol Ray
Ohio Office of Criminal Justice Services Stanlev D. Ross
100.0% National Health Law Foundation y o

+8,390,000

Legal Services Corporation
Ohio Access to Justice Foundation

$500,000 - $1 Million

Tax Time (United Way of Central Ohio)

$20,000 - $49,999

Alvis House
American Electric Power

Nationwide Foundation

Ohio State Bar Foundation
Supreme Court of Ohio

United Way of North Central Ohio
Physicians Care Connection

SourcePoint

Hon. Mark Serrott

Anne Marie Sferra Esq.

United Way of Delaware County
Beatrice and Alan Weiler



$2,500 - $4,999

Rhodes and Lisa Baker
J.P.Morgan Chase

Steven and Sandra Faulkner
Jane and Jeffery Marx
Susan B. McGarvey

$1,000 - $2,499

David W. Alexander Esq.

Allen Stovall Neuman &Ashton
Bailey Cavalieri

Kris Banvard and Paula Deming
Sally and David Bloomfield
John Boyer

Stephen and Vicki Buchenroth
Nick and Avalon Cavalieri

Molly S. Crabtree

Kevin Duffy

Pamela J. Grandon

Michelle Heritage

Ice Miller

David Horn and Victoria Powers
Michael and Judith Krasnoff
Andrew Marvin

Katheen McGarvey and Edward Forman
Laura Nichols

Zane A. Nielsen

Shawn Organ

Deborah D. Pryce

Scott and Lisa Reisz Esq.

Lily Steckman

Student Bar Association (OSU Moritz)

$500 - $999

Samuel and Ruth Agra

Steve Beshuk

David Blau

John Boyer

Carlile Patchen & Murphy LLP
Columbus Jewish Foundation
Max Conover

Credit Education Coalition
Daniel Foote

Craig Foster

Nicol Ghazi

Ronald Guisinger and Robert Salmen
Sharon L. Hanrahan
Stephanie Harris

William M. Harter

Elizabeth and Jay Heiser
Jane Higgins Marx Esq.
Mark A. Johnson

Benita Kahn

Kegler, Brown, Hill &Ritter Co., LPA
Bernadette H. Laughlin
Sherri and Bruce Lazear
Brandon Lester

Annie Mathews

Amy L. McCrory

Stacey O'Stafy

David E. Powell

Glendon and Ann Pratt

Ron J. Rees

Ronald and Barbara Rowland
Noel Shepard

Gregory Siegfried

Weltman, Weinbert & Reis CO., LPA

Debra Willet
Thomas A. Wilson

G.Thomas Worley and Dr. Nancy Loy

$1-$499

Matthew Adair
Jennifer A. Adair
Ryan P. Aiello
Elizabeth Anderson
Sandra J. Anderson
Ronald Baker

Carrie Lou Beare
John and Sandra Bellemore
Tyler Bender

Melonia Bennett
Michelle Bice

Adam Biehl

Frances Blachman
Melissa Black

Alice Blankenship
Jennifer R. Blaser
Christine Blend
Michael D. Bonasera
Thomas J. Bonasera, Esq.
Katrina Bong

Carlie J. Boos

Leah Bornino

Lynn Bower

Nicholas Braun
Pamela W. Bridgeport
Sam G. Brinker
Melissa Brown

Beryl J. Brown

John Cannizzaro

Sally A. Capoccia
Rosina Caponi
Winola Carper
Catholic Social Services
Lisa Catlett

Edward G. Cavezza
Chauntice Clark
Brian C. Close

Irene Cohen
Candace Cooper
Thomas Courtice

Jill Crumbacher
Colleen Cunningham
John Danner

Beverly and Bob Darwin
Stewart Davis

Davis Polk

Shane M. Dawson
David Dokko

Robert Dorans
James P. Dubois
Geoffrey Dutton
Melissa Dutton
Pamela Eastep
Samuel Ehret
Brandon Elias

Robin Emami

Jessica Fears

Jennie K. Ferguson
Michael J. Ferrara
Patricia and Rob E. Finney
James Flynn

Monica Fox

Gigi Fried

Andrew M. Gammill

Amanpal Garcha

James Garland

Peter J. Georgiton

Mike Glaros

Lynnette and Daniel Goldberg
Christian G. Gonzales
Arthur Greenbaum and Lorraine Latek
Terri Gregori

Michael Benjamin Gross
Christopher M. Hammond
Catherine Harshman
John C. Hartranft Esq.
Wendi Henderhan

Jan E. Hensel

Kari B. Hertel

Nikki Hudson

Aaron Hiller

Frank Hinkle

Karen S. Hockstad

David Hudson

Susan Jagers

Damon E Jaggars

Holli Jarrell

Eileen Jewett

Erica Johnson

Kelly Johnson

Kenneth Johnson

Thomas Johnson

Wayne and Diane Johnston
Angela Jones

Dan Jones

Laura Jurcevich

MarcT. Kamer

Robert Kaplan

Jerry K. Kasai

J.Todd Kennard

Mary and Paul Kennedy
Mina and Jam Khorrami
Daniel Kim

Thomas and Karen King
William King

Gwynn Kinsel

Judith Kleen

Rachel Kleit

Dover Knupp

Colleen Koehler

Lisa Konst-Evans

Amy B. Koorn

Nathaniel Kramer
Constance Kuns
Michael P. Lampl

Kelvin M. Lawrence
Kathleen M. Lawrence
Mark Levy and Wendie Gerusu
Lisheth Lipari

William Little

Paulett Locke

William and Christina Logan
Tanya Long

Janelle Lopez

Jennifer Mackanos

Kim and Alex Maggard
Evan Malter

Motaz Mandili
Katherine Manghillis
Marion Community Foundation
Jessica R. Martin
William J. Martin

Lee A. Marxen

William M. Mattes



Robert J. McDonald
Sharon McFadden
Christina McIntyre
Laura McLoughlin
Jetta Mencer

Corey Meyer

Brett L. Miller

Jeffrey Miller

Zenith Milton

Moyo Mitchel

Boyd K. Moehring
Kay Molt

Philip R. Moots

Askia Muhammad Toure
Lisa Murray

Kathy Northern
Colleen O'Connell
Ejkameuwa Okafor
Jera Oliver

Nathan Oshorn

Paper Circle

Anthony Pardo

Jan Phillips

Janica A. Pierce Tucker
Presbyterian Women In Presbytery of Scioto Valley
Marilyn J. Price
Gregory Price

Callie Susannah Query
Anne Ralph

Elizabeth Ramos
Cailin E. Richard
Sarah Riegel

Jennifer L. Robb

Jesse Rowe

Kristin Sabgir

Tom and Joan Sant
Samantha J. Scherger
Rogers Schumacher
Dennis G. Schwallie
Peter Shane

Susan G. Sheridan
Kent Shimeall
Adam Shirey

Scott Shugart

Diana B. Silvereira
Carl Smallwood
Marilyn R. Smith
Kelly Smith

Marion E. Smithberger
June Snare

Don Spicer

Michael L. Squillace
Rosalia Stadler

Kelli M. Stammen
Janille Steamer
Joel Stewart

Bill Strathmann

Sara Sukalich and Matthew Mingione

Megan Sullivan
Tom Sussi
Erin A. Sutton

Take-Two Interactive Software, Inc.

YvonneRay Taylor

Hamilton and Margaret Teaford

Myron Terlecky
Joshua Thomas

Timothy C.Thompson
Michael G. Tipton

Sara Todd

Melissa Trusken

Mary E. Turocy

Seth Turoff

Jonathan Varner
Martha Vollrath
Marilena R. Walters
Thomas Weeks and Elizabeth Copley
Herbert and Judy Weisberg
Garth S. Weithman
Betty Welle

David Welsh

Lee A. Wendel
Elizabeth Whelan
Melissa Marie Will

Sue Wolfe

Jarrod Wood

Scott Woodling
William H. Woods

Lisa Yerrace

Carolynn Ziance

Daniel S. Zinsmaster
Benjamin and Julie Zox

Volunteers

James (Jim) Abrams
Colin Adler

Kriti Agrawal
ConnerAhler
Manar Alrjub

Kelli Amador
Robert Ambrose
Doug Anderson
Olivia Andresen
Marcus Andrews
Madeline Anich
Betty Appell

Justin Applegate
Lesley Armour
Vanessa Armstrong
Rick Ashton

Mary Asomaning
Laura Atack

Angela Atamas
Karen Augenstein
Martin Baba
Lawrence Babich
Joshua Badzik
Andrew Bair
Heather Baird
Fatmen Banighanim
Patrick Barnacle
Abigail Barr
Jonathan Bartell
Nadia Bashir
Gillian Bateyunga
Jennifer Baughman
Jacqueline Baumann
Howard Baumwell

Alysha Beard
Micaela Beatham-Garcia
Ryan Bednarczuk
Jason Beehler
Christopher Begin
Shandra Behrens
Melonia Bennett
James Berendsen
Robert Bergman
Jordan Bernas
David Bhaerman
Adam Biehl
Sarah Biehl
Amanda Blake
Adam Bliss

David Bloomfield
Sally Bloomfield
Kelley Boller
Carlie Boos

Dylan Borchers
Casteel Borsay
Amy Bostic
Hannah Botkin-Doty
Zach Bowerman
Heidi Bowles
Carolyn Boyce
Sadie Boyer
Edward Braum
Katy Brewer

Lily Brickman
Mark Brimberry
Jennifer Brisco
Isabel Brooke
Ruby Brown

Aaron Bruggeman
Michelle Brunson
Joseph E. Budde, Sr.
Jared Buker
James Burnes
Ashlee Buxton
Thomas Byrne
Jennifer CaJacob
Elizabeth Califf
Alex Calnon

John Cannizzaro
Sandra Carrillo
Nyah Carruthers
Cassandra Casto
Lisa Catlett
Richard Chambers
Sophia Chang
Sarah Charlton
Eric Cheng

Pearl Chin
Stephanie Chmiel
Grace Clark

Jack Clark

Lynda Clark
Patrick Clark
Shelli Clark
Alexis Cline
Madelyn Cobb
Stefanie Coe
Marshall Cohen
Karen Cohn
Joseph Colburn
Chris Collado
Shannon Conroy

Guylynn Cook
Elizabeth Cooke
Paula Copeland
Peggy Corn
Jasmine Corrie
Millicent Costarella
Anna Cotter
James Coutinho
Michael Cox
Deborah Crawford
Cain Crouse

Blake Crow
Caroline Cruise
Susan Cultice-Brown
Jeana Curry
Kristina Dahmann
Allison Dang

Ric Daniell

Randi Daniels
Helena D'Arms
Anushka Das
Jack D'Aurora
Shannon Dawes
Jayna Dayal
Solene Delahaye
Mary Dengler
Patrick Denier
Patrick Devine
Kelsie Dews

Yajat Dhawan
Katelyn Donaldson
Jessica Doogan
Clare Driscoll
Brandon Duck



Kevin Duffy

Debra Dunkerley
Jack Dunn

Sean Dunn

Paden Dvoor
Alexis Eberlein
Jenna Ebersbacher
Joel Elkin

Charles Ellis
Charles Elsea

Lisa Eschleman
Clara Evans

Eric Everson

Taylor Ewashinka
Halle Farber

Dana Farthing

Sue Fauber

Jane Federer

Mary Kay Fenlon
Joseph Ferreira
Fran Figetakis
Helen Fite

James Flaherty
Brian Flick

Amy Flowers
James Flynn
Steven Forry
Jenny Foster
Ethan Frank-Collins
Kay Frazier

Adrian Frederick
Miles Fries
Alexander Gabanic
Shelby Gallagher
Christopher Gallutia

Erin Gapinski

Nita Garg

Blake Gerstner
Camille Gill

Kyle Gillam

John Gilligan
Karen Gilmore
Kevin Gluntz
Kenneth Goldberg
Drew Golub

Kate Graham
Ryan Graham
Katharine Granger
Carey Grant
Michael Green
Susan Grom

Liam Gruzs
Joseph Guenther
David Guerrieri
John Guldin
David Gurtner
Daniel Gurtner
Anthony Hahn
Olivia Haimer!
Renier Halter-Rainey
Orsolya Hamar-Hilt
Karen Hamilton
Patrick Hamilton
George Hamm
Brookes Hammock
Jiwon Han
Andrew Hanes
Stephanie Hanna
James Hanneman

Victoria Hanohano-Hong

Ann Hansen

Nita Hanson

Eryka Harper
Belinda Harris
Felice Harris

Lori Harris

Allison Harrison
Cathrine (Kate) Harshman
Connor Hayes
Brian Henderson
Andrew Henricks
Erin Herbst

Kevin Hidas

Patrick Higgins
Carly Hoffman
Bradley Hoffman
Madison Hoffmann
Elden James Hopple
Julie Howard

Kun Huang
Margaret Huck
Ahmad Huda
Sarah Huffman
Amira Hummer
Alexis Hummer
Jasmin Hurley

A. Robert Hutchins
Athena Inembolidis
Maria Ingaramo
Rochelle Jefferis
Emily Johnston
Somalia Jones
Brian Jordan

Leigh Joyce

Mark Jump

Lija Kaleps-Clark
Tami Kamin Meyer
Grace Karabinus
Jerry Kasai

Aaron Keller
Benjamin Keller
Suzanne Kelly
Jenna Kennedy
Jordon Kennedy
Bidya Kharel

Mina Khorrami
Jackson Killilea
Lauren Kimmel
Edward Kirk

Michael Klamo

Elliot Klayman

Ted Klecker

Jeff Knight

Millicent Kochman-Sabbatino
Eleni Kokales

John Kopff

Angela Koumas
Scott Kovach

Martin (Sam) Krauss
Valeriya Kryvokolinska
Vaidehi Kudhyadi
Humphrey Kweminyi
Sheree Lamendola
Christopher Landwehr
Matt Langhals

Ryan Lauer

Kathleen Lawrence
Sherri Lazear
William Lehner
Brandon Lester

Alyson Letsky
Becky Lewis
Samantha Lewis
Samantha Lieberfarb
Shing Lin

Rachel Lipford
Hillary Livingston
Nicole Loucks
Barbara Lucks
Daliya Ludascher
Flannery Mack
Pamela Maggied
Gabrielle Maginn
Jack Maib

Sergey Mangayan
Katherine Manghillis
Harpreet Mann
Rebecca Marcus-Nicholls
Breanna Marion
Shana Marks

Emily Marmer

Joy Marshall
George Martin
Andrew Marvin
Jane Marx

Joseph Maskovyak
Meredith Mast
Safia Mateen
Julianna Mathiellis
Bill Mattes
Alexander Maxwell
Garrett Mayleben
Michael McCarthy
Larry McClatchey
Charli McConnell

John McGahee
Samantha McGuire
Matthew McKibbin
Lindsey Mead
Spencer Meador
Diane Menashe
Jetta Mencer
Julie Menke
Ashley Merino
Walter Messenger
Jane Messmer
Toni Metcalf-Henry
Jessica Meyer
Alyson Miles
Alicia Miller
Hannah Miller
Joseph Miller
Candace Milner
Greg Mitchell
Karina Montoya
Vincent Mora
Dennis Morrison
Judith Moss

Liz Mote

Edward (Dennis) Muchnicki
Kori Mulligan
Brittany Munn
Chris Murphy
Deborah Murray
Shealla Myers
Stanley Myers
Krisztina Nadasdy
Joseph Nader
Scott Needleman
Laura Nesbitt

David Neubauer
Nikki Neudecker
Joel Newby
Frederique Ngaka
James Nichelson
Bill Nolan

Randall Norris

Josh North

Jake Novack
Lindsay Oak
Julianna Oex-Martinez
Kaylee Oiler

Kevin Oles

Erica Olivares-Vincent
Jonathan Olivito
Cindy O'Neil
Ositadimma Onyia
Vivian Opelt

Dinu O'Reilly
Shawn Organ
Nicholas Ortiz

Kara Oshorne

Jody Oster

Joseph Oteng
Matthew Oyster
Christopher Page
Donna Parisi
James Park

Darryl Parker

M. Kelly Parks
Devin Parram
Alexandra Parriman
Richard Parsons
Debra Pastorek
Sarah Paxton Ballard

Stephanie Pestello Sharf

Colin Peters
Brandi Pikes

Elliot Ping

Sandra E. Pinkerton
Tim Pivetz

Denise Pleska
Jenna Pletcher
Bill Pohlman
Jennifer Polito
Teshia Polley
Sarah Pollyea
Alex Pomerants
Ananya Potlapalli
Victoria Powers
Jason Price

Tara Price

Callie Query
Robert Ratchford
Lydia Reback
Edward Redder
Greg Reichenbach
Michael Renne
Sophie Rice-Williams
Kenneth Richards
Curtis Richardson
LaQuisa Richardson
Rachel Richardson
Lindsey Roberts
Douglas Roberts
Rachel Robinson
Nathan Rodrigues
Ashtin Romesberg
David Roper

Eric Rosenberg



Katherine Ross
Gordon Ross

Lucas Ruffing
Kristin Sabgir

Dan Sabol

Laila Saleh

Loni Sammons

Jeff Sanborn

Sarah Sanchez
Anthony Santana
Amrita (Anna) Sanyal
Margaret Sarle
Teresa Scharf

Fred Scharf

Larae Schraeder
Gerhard Schulte
David Schultz

Todd Seaman
James (Jim) Seguin
Margaret Seikel
Tad Semons
Anthony (AJ) Senick
Colleen Settineri
Nicholas Sgroi
Alicia Shaw

Derek Shaw
Nadine Sheikh
Nasrein Sheikhyusuf
David Shouvlin
Rodger Shuback
Shelbi Shultz

Miles Sibley

Inna Simakovsky
Helen Simpson

Carly Sinclair
Linnea Sippola
Julia Sivertson
Donald Slowik
Michael Smalz
Jacob Smith

Kelsey Smith
Matthew Smith
Benjamin Snipes
Meredith Snyder
Sean Socha

Robert Southers
Beatrice Sowald
Mandy Spangler
Richard Spence
Kishala Srivastava
Stephen Stafford
Kellie Stanley
Taeylor Stanley
Nathan Steinberg
Kassie (Kassandra) Stewart
Herbert Strayer
Daniel Streim
Tiffany Strelow-Cobb
Bradley Strickling
Austin Strohacker
Cassandra Struble
Steven Sturgill
Matt Sullivan
Rae-Fen Sutherland
David Sutton
Benjamin Swain
Fanta Tambajang
Christopher Tamms

Sarah Tanner
Jane Taylor
Myron Terlecky
Abbie Thederahn
Pamela Thurston
Tziporah Tiller
Charles Tillett
Andre Tirado
Adam Tirpak
Breanna Tolbert
Madison Troyer
Sheryl Trzaska
Carson Tucker
Gabe Tucker
JohnTufano
Donna Tweel
Michael Urban
Samuel Usmani
Anne Valentine
Nicole VanVoorhis
Mary Joe Vara
Cynthia Vivekanandam
Anne Vogel
Jesse Vogel
Angela Vohsing
Maxwell Vore
Phil Waid
Christine Walkup
Abigail Wallace
Nicholas Warner
Chuck Waterman
Caitlin Watkins
Kristin Watson
Chelsea Weaver

Danielle Weinzimmer
Ashley White

Emily White
Stephen Whitney
Thomas Wlke

Jay Wilson

Leigh Ann Wilson
Brady Wilson
Joseph Winner
Xavier Wisniewski
Jim Witters

Don Wolery
Bonnie Wolf

Sue Wolfe

Barry Wolinetz
Jolene Wong

Brian Wood
Catherine Worrell
Tara Wright-Timberlake
Angela Writesel
Traci Yavas

Mindy Yocum

Tricia Young

Kiera Zacher
Matthew Zofchak
Michael Zuckerman

£(

There is no greater joy,
nor greater reward than
to make a fundamental
difference in someone’s
life.

— Mary Rose McGeady, Homeless Youth
Advocate
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Follow us on social media
0 facebook.com/ColumbuslLegalAid

O twitter.com/LASColumbus

LASC

The Legal Aid Society of Columbus

1108 City Park Ave.
Suite 100
Columbus, OH 43206

columbuslegalaid.org




