
                     

 

Saint Mary Catholic Church 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

19515 S. 115th Avenue, Mokena, IL  60448 | 708-326-9300 | stmarymokena.org 



                     

 

 

 
 

 
 

Devotions:   
  Daily Rosary 
    7:30 a.m. 
    8:00 a.m. on Wednesdays from the start 
      of the school year until May 
    7:00 p.m. Wednesday Evenings 
  Daily Divine Mercy Chaplet; Infant Jesus of  
  Prague 
    8:30 a.m. 
    8:00 a.m. on Wednesdays from the start 
     of the school year until May 
  Adoration 
    Perpetual Adoration available at Old St. Mary. 
Please contact the Parish Office for the code. 
  St. Peregrine Devotion— 
    4th Wednesday at 6:00 p.m.  

Reconciliation/Confessions: 
     Saturdays  3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. in the chapel 
     First Saturdays 8:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. 
            

The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass is offered: 
  Daily Mass             

   8:00 a.m. Monday through Saturday, June - August 
   7:30 a.m. Wednesday from start of school year until May* 
  
 School Mass 
   8:30 a.m. from start of school year until May*  
 

    *In the event of our school closing for inclement weather, 
        on a Wednesday, Daily Mass will remain at 7:30 a.m. and 
        the School Mass at 8:30 a.m. will be cancelled. 
 

  
 *Saturday Vigil Mass  
   5:00 p.m.  
 *Sunday Masses  
   8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m. 
 

The Parish Office is open - Door #3   
Office Hours:   

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 
9:00 A.M.-4:00 P.M. 

Wednesday 9:00 A.M.– 3:30 P.M. 

Parish Directory 
 Pastor: Fr. Dindo Billote   
 Parochial Vicar: Fr. Sam Conforti 
 
 Deacons: 
   Deacon Gary Bednar                                                                 
   Deacon Bob Kaminski                                               
   Deacon Peter Manning                                                         
   Deacon John Rex                                                                          
   Deacon Kevin Plankinton 
   Deacon Dave Stanton 
Parish Office:                                                                                 
   Parish Secretary, Karen Dilger                                     
   Business Manager, Stephen J. Warunek  
   Maintenance, Dave Bridges                                   
   Director of Faith Formation, John Compton 
   Coordinator of Faith Formation, Danielle Kuboushek  
   Program Coordinator of Faith Formation, Erica Sestak 
   Director of Religious Education, Tami Brongiel      
   RE Office Administrative Assistant, Claire Ruane    
   Director of Christian Service, Donna Hungerford                  
   Director of Sacred Music,   Michael  Berger   
   Assistant Director of Sacred Music, Laura Zesso  
    Director of Liturgy, Bob Cornejo                    
   Youth Minister, Tom Blue  
   Bulletin Editor, Cailin Valente 
   Recording Secretary, Leticia Clark                           
   Financial Secretary, Paula Perry 

 
708-326-9307  Pastor@StMaryMokena.org 
708-326-9304  FrSam@StMaryMokena.org 
 
 
708-326-9300  DeaconGary@StMaryMokena.org 
708-326-9300  DeaconBob@StMaryMokena.org 
708-326-9300  Deaconpete@aol.com        
708-326-9300  DeaconJohn@StMaryMokena.org      
                        DeaconKevin@StMaryMokena.org 
708-326-9300  Deacondave@StMaryMokena.org 
708-326-9300  Parish Fax Number 708-326-9301     
708-326-9305  Secretary@StMaryMokena.org         
708-326-9309  Swarunek@StMaryMokena.org 
708-326-9314  Dbridges@StMaryMokena.org                                                             
708-326-9313  JCompton@StMaryMokena.org 
708-326-9353  Dkuboushek@StMaryMokena.org  
708-326-9355  Esestak@stmarymokena.org 
708-326-9356  Tbrongiel@StMaryMokena.org 
708-326-9352  RE@stmarymokena.org 
708-326-9312  Dhungerford@StMaryMokena.org     
708-326-9302  Mberger@StMaryMokena.org 
                        Lzesso@stmarymokena.org 
                        Bcornejo@StMaryMokena.org  
708-326-9354  TBlue@StMaryMokena.org 
                         Bulletin@StMaryMokena.org 
708-326-9311  Lclark@StMaryMokena.org 
708-326-9310  Pperry@StMaryMokena.org 

RCIA - Interested in becoming Catholic?  Please contact the Director of Faith Formation at 708-326-9313. 
Baptisms - Baptisms are usually scheduled the first and third Sunday of the month at 12:15 p.m. following 11:00 a.m. Mass. Please 
contact the parish office to make arrangements for the baptismal preparation class. 
Marriages - Weddings need to be scheduled at least 6 months in advance upon approval of a priest. Remember to secure the 
church date before the reception hall.  Please stop in the parish office to begin this process. 
Registration - New to St. Mary?  Please stop in the parish office to complete our registration form or visit our website at 
www.stmarymokena.org. 
Anointing of the Sick - Please contact the parish office at 708-326-9300. 

708-326-9330                   
708-326-9332 SchoolSecretary@StMaryMokena.org   
708-326-9348  Principal@StMaryMokena.org   
708-326-9347  MHuizinga@stmarymokena.org   

School Office:                                                                                                                                                                                                   
   School Secretary, Debbie Dexter                                                 
   School Principal, Michele Alday-Engelman 
   School Assistant Principal, Michelle Huizinga 



                     

 

Saint Vs. Blessed 
Question: What is the difference between a “Saint” and a “Blessed”?  
 
Answer:  
The process of proclaiming someone as a saint in the Catholic Church has evolved over the 
course of many centuries. In the beginning, those honored as saints were almost exclusively 
biblical figures or martyrs. However, after the legalization of Christianity in the fourth centu-
ry, new holy women and men came to be honored as saints, and this was often done by  
popular acclaim or by the local bishop or abbot.  
It was Pope Gregory IX (who was pope from 1227 to 1241) who officially proclaimed that 
only the pope had the authority to add someone to the official list (the “canon”) of saints. This 
is the meaning of the word “canonization.” 
Today, the saint-making process includes several steps, including detailed studies of the  
person’s life and a recognition that they died as a martyr or lived a life of “heroic virtue.” 
Once someone is recognized as a martyr or if a miracle is attributed to their intercession, they 
will be beatified and honored as “Blessed.” This means that they can be celebrated by  
Catholics in a particular country or region or by the members of certain religious community. 
If another miracle occurs and is approved, then the “Blessed” is canonized and honored with 
the title “Saint,” meaning that they are now officially recognized as a universal model of 
 holiness and an intercessor.  
©LPi                                                                                      Peace and all good things, 

                                                                               Father Dindo 

 Serving God as an Altar Server is a wonderful way for a child to grow in faith as well as in responsibility, 
friendship,       and other virtues.  At St. Mary, we are blessed with an amazing team of Altar Servers.  We 
thank you for giving up your time to serve the Lord and St. Mary.  We also thank our wonderful team of Lec-
tors, Eucharistic Ministers, Ushers and Greeters for their dedication and outstanding service. 



                     

 

 

Sixth Week in Ordinary Time 
Monday, February 6 
7:30 a.m.  Rosary (Church) 
8:00 a.m.  Mass (Church) 
8:30 a.m.  Divine Mercy Chaplet (Church) 
9:00 a.m.  Prayer Shawl (Fatima) 
4:00 p.m.  Children’s RCIA (Fatima) 
4:30 p.m.  Teen Sacrament Prep (Lourdes) 
6:30 p.m.  Rosary (Church) 
6:30 p.m.  The Search (Guadalupe) 
 
Tuesday, February 7 
7:30 a.m.  Rosary (Church) 
8:00 a.m.  Mass (Church) 
8:30 a.m.  Divine Mercy Chaplet  (Church) 
9:00 a.m.  Adult Scripture Study (Guadalupe) 
4:30 p.m.  RE Classes K-6th (School Classrooms) 
6:30 p.m.  RE Classes 7th-8th (School Classrooms) 
7:00 p.m.  Adult Scripture Study (Guadalupe) 
 
Wednesday, February 8 
5:00 a.m.  Fit Shepherds (Church Grounds)  
7:30 a.m.  Mass (Church) 
8:30 a.m.  School Mass 
9:00 a.m.  Pro Life Committee Meeting (Lourdes) 
9:00 a.m.  CCW Board Meeting (Fatima) 
2:00 p.m.  Widow and Widowers Club (Fatima) 
3:30 p.m.  Children’s Choir Practice (Church) 
4:30 p.m.  RE Classes 1st-6th (School Classrooms) 
6:30 p.m.  RE Classes 7th-8th (School Classrooms) 
6:30 p.m.  RCIA (Guadalupe) 
6:30 p.m.  Adult Choir Practice (Church) 
6:30 p.m.  Symbolon (Guadalupe) 
 
Thursday, February 9 
7:30 a.m.  Rosary (Church) 
8:00 a.m.  Mass (Church) 
8:30 a.m.  Divine Mercy Chaplet  (Church) 
12:00p.m. Valentine’s Day Dinner Dance Prep (Kitchen) 
4:30 p.m.  RE Classes 1st-8th (School Classrooms) 
7:00 p.m.  Women’s Welcome Meeting (Fatima) 
 
Friday, February 10 
7:30 a.m.  Rosary (Church) 
8:00 a.m.  Mass (Church) 
8:30 a.m.  Divine Mercy Chaplet (Church) 
9:00 a.m.  Morning Coffeehouse (Fatima) 
6:00 p.m.  CCW/KofC Valentine’s Day Dance (Church Hall) 

 
Saturday, February 11 
7:00 a.m.  Fit Shepherds (Church Grounds) 
8:00 a.m.  Mass (Church) 
3:30 p.m.  Confessions (Church) 
5:00 p.m.  Mass (Church) 
 
Sunday, February 12 
8:00 a.m.  Mass (Church) 
9:30 a.m.  Mass (Church)  
9:30 a.m.  RE Classes K-6th (School Classrooms) 
11:00 a.m. Mass (Church) 
2:00 p.m.  Holy Hour For Life (Church) 
3:00 p.m.  Missionaries of Apostolic Grace (Fatima) 
6:00 p.m.  Mass (Church) 



                     

 

THE PROPER WAY  

TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Only those practicing Catholics who are in the 

state of grace may receive Holy Communion. 

 

Upon approaching the minister of the Host,     

extend the hands in the middle of the chest. The 

left hand is extended, with the right hand under 
the left in support (left handed persons may wish 

to place the left hand under the right). In         

essence, a throne is formed in the sign of an       

X-cross to  receive the Sacred Host. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Moving into a new parish, like anything new, is     

always a little uncertain.  If you have been seeking a 

parish community in which to worship, to learn, to 

pray, to join in social activity, and to be of service to 

others, our doors and hearts are open.  We are   

thankful that God has sent you to us, and we         

welcome you to our parish family of faith. 

To register in our parish family, you may come to the   

parish office or call the parish office at 708-326-9305 

and forms will be sent by mail, or go to our website, 

click welcome and select new parishioner               

registration. 

 

GOD BLESS OUR NEW PARISHIONERS!  

                                                                          

          THE WIRTH FAMILY 

     THE BUTTAFARO FAMILY,  

         THE CESARIO FAMILY 

 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Sunday: Is 58:7-10/Ps 112:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 (4a)/1 Cor 2:1-
5/Mt 5:13-16 

Monday: Gn 1:1-19/Ps 104:1-2a, 5-6, 10 and 12, 24 and 
35c/Mk 6:53-56 

Tuesday: Gn 1:20—2:4a/Ps 8:4-5, 6-7, 8-9/Mk 7:1-13 

Wednesday: Gn 2:4b-9, 15-17/Ps 104:1-2a, 27-28, 29bc-
30/Mk 7:14-23 

Thursday: Gn 2:18-25/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5/Mk 7:24-30 

Friday: Gn 3:1-8/Ps 32:1-2, 5, 6, 7/Mk 7:31-37 

Saturday: Gn 3:9-24/Ps 90:2, 3-4abc, 5-6, 12-13/Mk 8:1-

1 

The solemnity and beauty of our Catholic Mass pervades our reverent liturgies here at St. Mary.      

We should be in attendance from the ringing of the start bell until after the Mass is ended  

and the priest leaves the altar.  Please do not make a habit of leaving after Communion.  
 It is permissible to leave early if there is an urgent need or if an emergency arises. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR FAITHFULLY DEPARTED BROTHERS AND 

SISTERS 

    

                Debra Dennison, Loretta Nicholson 
                     Pat Budzyn and Clara Kurzeja  
               
             Eternal rest grant unto them and let perpetual light                                  
                                                                             shine upon them! 

St. Mary Masses Live-stream 

Our Faith teaches us that at the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, the Saints, Angels, all of Heaven 

are mystically present. We too can share in being spiritually present at the Mass and are able 

to receive graces. Thanks to modern technology, the faithful will be able  to join spiritually and 

visually with the sacred liturgies offered at St. Mary as these will be live-streamed via the 

Internet. We invite our Faithful to join us in prayer for the health of the sick, and for the protec-

tion of every individual from this disease. We will implore God’s mercy that we are delivered. 

 
  St. Mary priests will offer Mass via internet live-stream. The following Masses 
celebrated by Fr. Dindo and Fr. Sam will be broadcast from St. Mary Catholic 
Church in Mokena: 

 
 

SUNDAY 
9:30 a.m. Mass 

You can attend from home at: https://cutt.ly/stmarychurchmokena 



                     

 

Pray for the Sick 
 

Dan Albrecht, Brett Anderson, Joe, Austin, Gerry Baumgartner, Ann Beranek, Lisa Bernhard, Florence and Gino Bondi, Agnes Breslin, Alan Brown, Darlene Broadhurst, Jerry 
Broadhurst, Rachel Butler, Francis Bulow, Michael Carey, Monica DiGiovanni, Janice Dobek, Joanne Eaton, Greg Engleking, Susan Ewert, Vincent Felice, Barb Finn-Figliulo, Bradley 
Frank, Mary Ann Franson, MaryAnne Flanagan, Debbie Geren, Bonnie Gondek, Richard Grabenhofer, Jerry Grabowski, Rose Grunhard, Kelly Hampton, Natalie Haran, Jeremiah  
Hartmann, Mary Ingala, Richard Junge, Les Kazmierczak, Sherley Keene, Richard Kolovitz, Fr. Roger Kutzner, Carlotta Lawton,  Jennifer Naril, Dan Lahy, Alice Lesnik, Chet Lockwood,  
Vernadine Lumpkin, Walter Lumpkin, Shirley Lyons, Robert Margalus, Donna Matteson, Jeanne Matug, Bill Maynard, Heidi Meekma, Janice Melisi, Marge Migler, Rich Milkeris, Angel 
Munoz, Lisa Hunt Nichols,  Barb Noone, Geraldine Nykaza, Kenneth O’Gradney,  Edward Olenick, Bruce Omastiak, Lorraine Peppmuller, Matthew Orr, Bob Podlasek, Janelle Portman, 

Eileen Redican, Eduardo Reyes,  George Rohrer, Judy Roque, Barbara Rolla, Barbra Rusin, Midge Saunders, William Schlieman, Dan and Brenda Schmiedel, Diane Schoneich,  
Katherine Shanahan, Rhys Shaw, Dave Skrzypiec, Barbara Smith, Brandon Smith, Jan Smith, Al Sparks, John Stapinski, Geoffrey Sullivan, Joshua Swarez, Victor Tamosaitis, Tiffany 
Theresa, Dave Thompson, John Turas, Judy Turas, Anne Wadsworth, Leo Wilczek, Tim Weber, Dan Wolf, Sarah Wolf, Jerry Wolff, Karen Yaeger 

May God grant them healing! 

 

 

Monday, February 6                                                               Tuesday, February 7 

8:00am:  Conrad Jordan, Michael Capiak                              8:00am: Remo DiVencenzo, Peter Pranckus, Don DiDomenic 
                                                                                                                  Jack Payton, Baby Judah Winkler, Elizabeth Buttala 

                                                                                                                  The Parishioners of St. Mary 

Wednesday, February 8                                                          Thursday, February 9 

7:30am: Mary Psyhogio                                                            8:00am: Conrad Jordan 
8:30am: Edward Bean 

 

Friday, February 10                                                                Saturday, February 11 

8:00am: Elizabeth Cunningham                                               8:00am: Richard Stepien 
                                                                                                    5:00pm: Rosina Petrassi, Connie Carlson, William Olson,  

                                                                                                    John and Harriet Narel, Jennifer Narel, Cody Leonhardt, 
                                                                                                    Donna and Edward Gutraj 



                     

 

         During these times we have to stay strong and continue to support 
each other as much as possible. Please prayerfully consider financially 
supporting our parish. 

                  We depend on your support to continue the operations of St. Mary as 
well as those of its many ministries. We ask that you consider           
supporting the parish through Online Giving. 

For those not currently contributing online and would like to learn how to, please 
consider signing up at  
https://www.osvhub.com/stmarymokena/
funds .   
 
By doing this, you are saving and supporting the 
great work we have done and will continue to do 
in our future.  

  For those of us that do not want to give online, 
you can still contribute by mailing your donations 

to: 
19515 S. 115th Avenue 

Mokena, IL 60448 
 

 
 

The Offertory for Sunday,  
January 29th  was  

Online Giving    $12,225.40 
    Envelopes    $19,173.48 
                          $31,398.88 

 
Budget   $32,500.00 

 
 
 

Thank you for your generosity.  
 
 

 
 

https://www.osvhub.com/stmarymokena/funds
https://www.osvhub.com/stmarymokena/funds


                     

 

 
   

   

The 2023 Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal is Now Underway   

   

As the Diocese of Joliet launches the 2023 Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal (CMAA), we are ask-
ing all  parishioners to pledge their support to this important effort for our community of faith.  

This year’s CMAA theme is We Belong to God. Through our support, we ensure that the mission 
and  ministries of Christ’s Church are available to everyone. Together, we help the poor and vulner-
able,  increase vocations and educate people of all ages, ethnicities, and abilities in the faith. Our 
Parish could  not accomplish all of this on its own.  

Our Parish’s goal for the 2023 CMAA is $160,700.00, and 70 percent of any amount we raise over our 
goal  will be returned to us. Please review the materials you receive in the mail from the Diocese of 
Joliet this  month and prayerfully reflect on your gift to this year’s annual appeal.  

If you do not receive a CMAA mailing, please contact our Parish Office.  
 



                     

 



                     

 

Adult Faith 



                     

 

 
 

 
Youth Ministry 



                     

 



                     

 

Religious Education 



                     

 

School  



                     

 

Christian Service  



                     

 

Pro Life 



                     

 

Community Life 
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