SAINT MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH
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6, 1970, CCD.
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Jesus said,
“Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind regain their sight,
the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear,
the dead are raised, and the poor have the good news proclaimed to them.”

Matthew 11:4-5

19515 S. 115TH AVENUE, MOKENA, IL 60448 | 708-326-9300 | STMARYMOKENA.ORG




THE HoLY SACRIFICE OF THE MASS IS OFFERED:
DAILY MASs
8:00 a.m. Monday through Saturday, June - August
7:30 a.m. Wednesday from start of school year until May*

ScHooL Mass
8:30 a.m. from start of school year until May*
*In the event of our school closing for inclement weather,

on a Wednesday, Daily Mass will remain at 7:30 a.m. and
the School Mass at 8:30 a.m. will be cancelled.

*SATURDAY VIGIL MASS
5:00 p.m.
*SUNDAY MASSES
8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m.

THE PARISH OFFICE IS OPEN - DOOR #3
OFFICE HOURS:
MONDAY, TUESDAY, THURSDAY, FRIDAY
9:00 A.M.-4:00 P.M.
WEDNESDAY 9:00 A.M.— 3:30 P.M.

PARISH DIRECTORY
Pastor: Fr. Dindo Billote
Parochial Vicar: Fr. Sam Conforti

Deacons:
Deacon Gary Bednar
Deacon Bob Kaminski
Deacon Peter Manning
Deacon John Rex
Deacon Kevin Plankinton
Deacon Dave Stanton

Parish Office:
Parish Secretary, Karen Dilger
Business Manager, Stephen J. Warunek
Maintenance, Dave Bridges
Director of Faith Formation, John Compton
Coordinator of Faith Formation, Danielle Kuboushek
Program Coordinator of Faith Formation, Erica Sestak
Director of Religious Education, Tami Brongiel
RE Office Administrative Assistant, Claire Ruane
Director of Christian Service, Donna Hungerford
Director of Sacred Music, Michael Berger
Assistant Director of Sacred Music, Laura Zesso
Director of Liturgy, Bob Cornejo
Youth Minister, Tom Blue
Bulletin Editor, Cailin Valente
Recording Secretary, Leticia Clark
Financial Secretary, Paula Perry

School Office:
School Secretary, Debbie Dexter
School Principal, Michele Alday-Engelman
School Assistant Principal, Michelle Huizinga

DEVOTIONS:
DAILY ROSARY
7:30 a.m.
8:00 a.m. on Wednesdays from the start
of the school year until May
7:00 p.m. Wednesday Evenings
DAILY DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET; INFANT JESUS OF
PRAGUE
8:30 a.m.
8:00 a.m. on Wednesdays from the start
of the school year until May
ADORATION
Perpetual Adoration available at Old St. Mary.
Please contact the Parish Office for the code.
ST. PEREGRINE DEVOTION—
4th Wednesday at 6:00 p.m.
RECONCILIATION/CONFESSIONS:
Saturdays 3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. in the chapel
First Saturdays 8:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.

708-326-9307
708-326-9304

708-326-9300
708-326-9300
708-326-9300
708-326-9300

708-326-9300
708-326-9300
708-326-9305
708-326-9309
708-326-9314
708-326-9313
708-326-9353
708-326-9355
708-326-9356
708-326-9352
708-326-9312
708-326-9302

708-326-9354

708-326-9311
708-326-9310

708-326-9330

Pastor@StMaryMokena.org
FrSam@StMaryMokena.org

DeaconGary@StMaryMokena.org
DeaconBob@StMaryMokena.org
Deaconpete@aol.com
DeaconJohn@StMaryMokena.org
DeaconKevin@StMaryMokena.org
Deacondave@StMaryMokena.org
Parish Fax Number 708-326-9301
Secretary@StMaryMokena.org
Swarunek@StMaryMokena.org
Dbridges@StMaryMokena.org
JCompton@StMaryMokena.org
Dkuboushek@StMaryMokena.org
Esestak@stmarymokena.org
Tbrongiel@StMaryMokena.org
RE@stmarymokena.org
Dhungerford@StMaryMokena.org
Mberger@StMaryMokena.org
Lzesso@stmarymokena.org
Bcornejo@StMaryMokena.org
TBlue@StMaryMokena.org
Bulletin@StMaryMokena.org
Lclark@StMaryMokena.org
Pperry@StMaryMokena.org

708-326-9332 SchoolSecretary@StMaryMokena.org
708-326-9348 Principal@StMaryMokena.org
708-326-9347 MHuizinga@stmarymokena.org

RCIA - Interested in becoming Catholic? Please contact the Director of Faith Formation at 708-326-9313.

BAPTISMS - Baptisms are usually scheduled the first and third Sunday of the month at 12:15 p.m. following 11:00 a.m. Mass. Please

contact the parish office to make arrangements for the baptismal preparation class.

MARRIAGES - Weddings need to be scheduled at least 6 months in advance upon approval of a priest. Remember to secure the

church date before the reception hall. Please stop in the parish office to begin this process.

REGISTRATION - New to St. Mary? Please stop in the parish office to complete our registration form or visit our website at

www.stmarymokena.org.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK - Please contact the parish office at 708-326-9300.




REBUILDING GOD’S HOUSE

WITH GENEROSITY & JOY

THE ONE FOR WHOM OUR HEARTS LONG

Put yourself in the scene of today’s Gospel passage. John the Baptist is in prison. He
has heard stories of what Jesus is doing, and wants reassurance that Jesus is the long
-awaited Messiah. John’s disciples and those who surrounded Jesus were faithful
Jews who would have known Isaiah’s prophecies by heart. God would send One who
would bring sight to the blind, healing to those who were ill, salvation to all who longed
to know God’s mercy and peace. Jesus’ response to the disciples’ question rings as
powerfully in our ears today as it surely did for the people who were with him that day.

His actions are precisely those that the people had been told to expect. Jesus is the
One for whom the people have been patiently yet anxiously waiting, like the farmer
who waits for the fruits of his labor. Jesus is the One for whom our hearts long.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.

Peace and all good things,
Father Dindo

Liturgical Ministers for December 17" and 18", 2022

Saturday, 5:00 PM | Sunday, 8:00 AM | Sunday, 9:30 AM | Sunday, 11:00 AM Sunday, 6:00 PM
Anne Trovato Alice Wierzbinski | David LaMonte Sr. | Art Wilson YOUTH MINISTRY
Lector L
ector
Bob Gombas Sandy Halper Joe Austin Joanne Eckel Karen Haugh
Eucharistic Ted Kopczynski Cris Pirelli Michael Dilger Remo Lucci Robert Koch
Minister John Mitoraj Robert Rafferty Frank Dundek Bob Meyers
Sue Murphy Nancy Santry Joe Hartl Patti Pertchi
Lilly Butler Alexis Ferin David LaMonte Jr. Bradley Onik Finn Mclnemey
Altar S Delaney Stanek vy Mroz Nicholas Linhart Mackenzie Onik (NOT FILLED)
dhasiadl Liam Stanek (NOT FILLED) Tyler Masloroff Grace Plankinton (NOT FILLED)
McKenna Stanek (NOT FILLED) McKenna Mason Aiden Raimondi
Mary Ann Braasch | Chris Cichowicz | John Delladio William Farhat YOUTH MINISTRY
Jim Grady Rich Gavillet Joanne Eaton David Larson Usher 1
Usher Mark Miron Tom Magdziasz | Joanette Kulesa Colin Noone YOUTH MINISTRY
James Palermo Roy Mueller Diane Mucia Gladys Weber Usher 2
Joe Sokachitch YOUTH MINISTRY
Usher 3
Greeter (NOT FILLED) Joan Aust (NOT FILLED) Carolyn Farhat (NOT FILLED)

Serving God as an Altar Server is a wonderful way for a child to grow in faith as well as in responsibility, friendship,
and other virtues. At St. Mary, we are blessed with an amazing team of Altar Servers. We thank you for giving up
your time to serve the Lord and St. Mary. We also thank our wonderful team of Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, Ush-



Third Week of Advent

Monday, December 12

7:30 a.m. Rosary (Church)

8:00 a.m. Mass (Church)

8:30 a.m. Divine Mercy Chaplet (Church)
4:30 p.m. Teen Sacrament Prep (Lourdes)
6:00 p.m. Rosary (Chapel)

6:30 p.m. Advent Presence Series (Church)

Tuesday, December 13

7:30 a.m. Rosary (Church)

8:00 a.m. Mass (Church)

8:30 a.m. Divine Mercy Chaplet (Church)
9:00 a.m. Adult Scripture Study (Guadalupe)
9:45 a.m. School Confessions (Church)

6:00 p.m. Advent Confessions (Church)

7:00 p.m. Adult Scripture Study (Fatima)

7:00 p.m. K of C Council Meeting (Guadalupe)

Wednesday, December 14

5:00 a.m. Fit Shepherds (Church Grounds)
7:30 a.m. Mass (Church)

8:30 a.m. School Mass (Church)

9:00 a.m. Pro Life Committee Meeting (Lourdes)
9:00 a.m. CCW Board Meeting (Fatima)
3:30 p.m. Children’s Choir Practice (Church)
6:30 p.m. Benediction (Old St. Mary’s)

6:30 p.m. Adult Choir Practice (Church)
6:30 p.m. RCIA (JP Il Room)

7:00 p.m. Simbang Gabi (Church)

Thursday, December 15

7:30 a.m. Rosary (Church)

7:30 a.m. Parish Mass (Church)

8:30 a.m. Divine Mercy Chaplet (Church)
12:00 p.m. Deanery Luncheon (Church Hall)

Friday, December 16

7:30 a.m. Rosary (Church)

8:00 a.m. Mass (Church)

8:30 a.m. Divine Mercy Chaplet (Church)
9:00 a.m. Coffee and the Search (Fatima)
7:00 p.m. Christmas Concert

Saturday, December 17

7:00 a.m. Fit Shepherds (Church Grounds)

8:00 a.m. Mass (Church)

3:30 p.m. Confessions (Church)

5:00 p.m. K of C Pictures with Santa (Guadalupe)
5:00 p.m. Mass (Church)

Sunday, December 18

K of C Pictures with Santa after all Masses
8:00 a.m. Mass (Church)

9:30 a.m. Mass (Church)

9:30 a.m. RE Classes K-6th (School Classrooms)
11:00a.m. Mass (Church)

12:30 p.m. Baptisms (Church)

12:30 p.m. Baptismal Prep (virtual)

3:00 p.m. Missionaries of Apostolic Grace (Fatima)
6:00 p.m. Mass (Church)

7:00 p.m. Youth Ministry

Divine Mercy
In-Home
Prayer Ministry

This Apostolate is one of compassion, mercy,
and prayer. We are available to be with
families and their loved ones, who are sick
and dying, to pray the Divine Mercy chaplet
with them.

For information or if you are interested in
joining our ministry, please contact Michelle
and Paul Sullivan at 815-995-0480.

Help support our Sacred Music program by
participating in our Christmas Raftle!

TICKETS SOLD IN THE $1 A TICKET! OR
NARTHEX AFTER MASS $5 FOR 6

Win big and donate at the same time!
Drawing on Dec 16th at the Christmas concerl.

Winner need not be present.



WELCOME
TO OUR
PARISH

Moving into a new parish, like anything new, is
always a little uncertain. If you have been seeking a
parish community in which to worship, to learn, to
pray, to join in social activity, and to be of service to
others, our doors and hearts are open. We are
thankful that God has sent you to us, and we
welcome you to our parish family of faith.

To register in our parish family, you may come to the
parish office or call the parish office at 708-326-9305
and forms will be sent by mail, or go to our website,

click welcome and select new parishioner
registration.

GOD BLESS OUR NEW PARISHIONERS!

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab;
Jdt 13:18bcde, 19; Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47,

Tuesday: Zep 3:1-2, 9-13; Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-19, 23;
Mt 21:28-32

Wednesday: Is 45: 6b-8, 18, 21b-25; Ps 85:9ab, 10-14;
Lk 7:18b-23

Thursday: Is 54:1-10; Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-12a, 13b;
Lk 7:24-30

Friday: Is 56:1-3a, 6-8; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 7-8; Jn 5:33-36
Saturday: Gn 49:2, 8-10; Ps 72:1-4ab, 7-8, 17; Mt 1:1-17

Sunday: Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-6; Rom 1:1-7; Mt 1:18-24

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR FAITHFULLY DEPARTED BROTHERS AND
SISTERS

Donald Hempen

ST. MARY MASSES LIVE-STREAM

Our Faith teaches us that at the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, the Saints, Angels, all of Heaven
are mystically present. We too can share in being spiritually present at the Mass and are able
to receive graces. Thanks to modern technology, the faithful will be able to join spiritually and
visually with the sacred liturgies offered at St. Mary as these will be live-streamed via the
Internet. We invite our Faithful to join us in prayer for the health of the sick, and for the protec-

tion of every individual from this disease. We will implore God’s mercy that we are delivered.

St. Mary priests will offer Mass via internet live-stream. The following Masses
celebrated by Fr. Dindo and Fr. Sam will be broadcast from St. Mary Catholic
Church in Mokena:

SUNDAY
9:30 a.m. Mass
You can attend from home at: https://cutt.ly/stmarychurchmokena

THE PROPER WAY
TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION

Only those practicing Catholics who are in the
state of grace may receive Holy Communion.

Upon approaching the minister of the Host,
extend the hands in the middle of the chest. The
left hand is extended, with the right hand under
the left in support (left handed persons may wish
to place the left hand under the right). In
essence, a throne is formed in the sign of an
X-cross to receive the Sacred Host.

The solemnity and beauty of our Catholic Mass pervades our reverent liturgies here at St. Mary.
We should be in attendance from the ringing of the start bell until after the Mass is ended
and the priest leaves the altar. Please do not make a habit of leaving after Communion.

It is permissible to leave early if there is an urgent need or if an emergency arises.




OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE

To all St. Mary Parishioners:
We are so grateful for how welcoming
you are to our families with young children. Please don't
underestimate the power of a simple affirmation, smile, or
word of encouragement to those around you after mass.

To the Parents of our Young Parishioners:

Thank you for bringing your growing family to celebrate with
us! Know that you are welcome to sit toward the front where
it's easier to see and hear and we encourage you to quietly
explain the parts of the Holy Mass to your child. If you feel you
must go to the narthex with your child, please come back!

If the Church isn't crying, it's dying.

Monday, December 12

8:00am: Miguel Castro PICTURES WITH

Tuesday, December 13

8:00am: Conrad Jordan, Tom Genovese, Evelyn Cedzidlo, The Butkus, S A N T A

Sinal and Ksiazek Family, Baby Judah Winkler, Sean Forde, Dennis

Benson, Gordon and Lorraine Johnson THE WEEKEND OF
DECEMBER 17 & 18

Wednesday, December 14 AFTER ALL MASSES

7:30am: Conrad Jordan IN THE CHURCH HALL.

8:30am: Francis Lococo

Thursday, December 15
8:00am: Dorothy Teiber-Huffman

Friday, December 16
8:00 am: Bill Delladio

Saturday, December 17

8:00am: John Danhoff

5:00pm: Peter Pranckus, Stan and Ken Ruminski, Dorothea Gliemli,
Dominick and Cecelia Melei, Lawrence Pomyskalski, The Parishioners of
St. Mary Sponsoredby the St. Mary
Knights of Columbus

Sunday, December 18

8:00am: Peter and LaVerne Bria
9:30am: Judy McLane

11:00am: Carly Bernard Mighers
6:00pm: The Parishioners of St. Mary

PRAY FOR THE SICK

Dan Albrecht, Brett Anderson, Joe, Austin, Ann Beranek, Lisa Bernhard, Florence and Gino Bondi, Agnes Breslin, Alan Brown, Dawn Broadhurst, Jerry Broadhurst, Rachel Butler,
Francis Bulow, Michael Carey, Monica DiGiovanni, Janice Dobek, Joanne Eaton, Greg Engleking, Susan Ewert, Vincent Felice, Barb Finn-Figliulo, Bradley Frank, Mary Ann Franson,
Debbie Geren, Bonnie Gondek, Richard Grabenhofer, Jerry Grabowski, Rose Grunhard, Kelly Hampton, Natalie Haran, Jeremiah Hartmann, Lenice Howie, Mary Ingala, Richard Junge,
Deacon Bob Kaminski, Les Kazmierczak, Sherley Keene, Richard Kolovitz, Fr. Roger Kutzner, Carlotta Lawton, Jennifer Naril, Dan Lahy, Alice Lesnik, Chet Lockwood, Vernadine
Lumpkin, Walter Lumpkin, Shirley Lyons, Robert Margalus, Donna Matteson, Jeanne Matug, Bill Maynard, Heidi Meekma, Janice Melisi, Marge Migler, Rich Milkeris, Natalie Mooi,
Angel Munoz, Lisa Hunt Nichols, Kate Nix, Barb Noone, Geraldine Nykaza, Kenneth O’Gradney, Edward Olenick, Bruce Omastiak, Lorraine Peppmuller, Matthew Orr, Bob Podlasek,
Janelle Portman, Eileen Redican, Eduardo Reyes, Judy Roque, Barbara Rolla, Barbra Rusin, Midge Saunders, William Schlieman, Dan and Brenda Schmiedel, Diane Schoneich,
Katherine Shanahan, Rhys Shaw, Dave Skrzypiec, Barbara Smith, Brandon Smith, Jan Smith, Al Sparks, John Stapinski, Geoffrey Sullivan, Joshua Swarez, Victor Tamosaitis, Tiffany
Theresa, Dave Thompson, John Turas, Judy Turas, Anne Wadsworth, Leo Wilczek, Tim Weber, Dan Wolf, Sarah Wolf, Jerry Wolff, Karen Yaeger

May God grant them healing!



ADVENT CONFESSIONS

Prepare jor the Christmas Season FIT
by celebrating the SHEPHERDS

Sacrament of Reco neiliation

) 1111
dwnn& Advent. CALLING ALL MEN!!!}

Get stronger, grow in holiness, become a Fit Shepherd.

Join your fellow brothers Wednesdays at 5:00 AM and
Saturdays at 7:00 AM in the St. Mary parking lot for an
outdoor workout and brief reflection. All fitness levels

are welcome; modifications are provided.

TU E s D AY D E c E M B E R ‘l 3 Any questions, please contact Patrick Fulton
’

(pmfulton@hotmail.com)

6:00PM-8:00PM
ST. MARY, MOKENA

During these times we have to stay strong and continue to support
each other as much as possible. Please prayerfully consider financially
= supporting our parish.
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We depend on your support to continue the operations of St. Mary as

.« Well as those of its many ministries. We ask that you consider
supporting the parish through Online Giving.

For those not currently contributing online and would like to learn how to, please
consider signing up at
https://www.osvhub.com/stmarymokena/
funds .

By doing this, you are saving and supporting the The Offertory for Sunday,
. . December 4th was
great work we have done and will continue to do
in our future. Online Giving $17,260.40
Envelopes $27,254.93
For those of us that do not want to give online, $44,515.33
you can still contribute by mailing your donations
to:

19515 S. 115th Avenue Budget $32,500.00
Mokena, IL 60448 Thank you for your generosity.




Bishop Hicks' Column

| love Jesus! And it is always a source of joy and honhor to
offer the holy sacrifice of the Mass whenever and wherever
| am asked to do so. Sc when | received a request to
celebrate a diocesan-wide Mass for individuals with
special needs or disabilities and their families and friends,
without hesitation, | responded, “Yes!"

On September 18, we gathered as a family of God with our
brothers and sisters living with Down syndrome, deafhess,
amputations and other challenges. The Mass was
beautiful. After being nourished by Word and sacrament, |
enjoyed a post-Mass gathering with attendees, posing for
photographs and engaging in conversation. During these
delightful interactions, just about everyone expressed
gratitude for the Mass and the fellowship. However, | was
also struck by a common theme of their not feeling
welcomed - not only in many parts of our society, but also
in some of our churches. Participants shared experiences
of not being acknowledged or recognized., and even
feelings of invisibility.

I'was surprised, and probably more accurately. shocked
by their comments. Honestly, my heart brcke and sank
as | reflected on some of their experiences of rejection
and isclation. As | drove away from our time together, |
wondered, "How is it possible that pecple with
disabilities have experienced exclusion in our Catholic
churches, where for decades we have sung an entrance
hyrmn with the lyrics, "All are welcome in this place.”

Hopefully, it gces without saying that the Church
should be a community in which all people experience
an unconditional love that reflects God's love. | am sure
that most of us never intentionally intend to be
noninclusive. Yet during this month when we celebrate
the International Day of Persons with Disabilities, let me
take this opportunity to challenge all of us to reflect on
some of our unintentional attitudes and actions, and
lock for ways to see, welcome and include all of our
sisters and brothers with disabilities or special needs.

For we should always strive to be a church that lives the
words of St. Paul in his Letter to the Galatians 3:26-28:
“So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through
faith, for all of you who were baptized into Christ have
clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor
Gentile, neither slave necr free, nor is there male and
female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”

December 2022: 'All are
welcome in this place'

PAZ V RIFN

As baptized Christians, we are all constantly called to a
personal conversion that reflects the love of Christ. But it
does not end with our own individual attitudes and
actions. As an instituticn, we as the Church also need to
embrace persons with disabilities or special needs
concretely with our ministries, policies and programs. |
am proud to highlight that in the Diocese of Joliet,
Renata Cichowicz is providing the lead for pastoral
outreach for such ministries through the Department of
Catechesis and Evangelization. The diocese also acts as
an affiliate of the National Catholic Partnership on
Disability. Additionally, St. Raphael Catholic Church in
Naperville and several other parishes intentionally serve
these communities with programs like REACH: Religious
Education Apostolate for Christian Handicapped. REACH
provides simplified religious education lessons at a slower
pace using a smaller student-to-catechist ratio. This
program alsc prepares students for the sacraments of
reconciliation, the Eucharist and confirmation.

| look forward to whenever | have the opportunity to
celebrate Mass and gather with our beautiful community
of individuals living with deafness, disabilities or special
needs. Until then, | enthusiastically echo our Holy Father's
words from his 2021 message for the International Day of
Persons with Disabilities: | would like to speak to all of
you who live with any condition of disability, to tell you
the Church loves you and needs each of you for the
fulfillment of her mission.”

Prayer to Foster Belonging

Creator God, we are your people. We look to the future
with optimism and with faith in You, as we pursue cur
call to provide justice and fullness of life for all people
with disabilities.

We pray that every man, woman and child may
develop their petential and meet You in themselves
and in one another.

May we enjoy a totally welcoming community, with
You as our center, joined hand in hand with our sisters
and brothers. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

From the National Catholic Partnership on Disability and
based on the Pastoral Statement of U5 Catholic Bishops
on People with Disabifities.



BIMBANG GABI
2022 .

St. Mary's will be hosting the first of nine evening
masses celebrated during the Advent season in
preparation for Christmas Day,

Wednesday, December 14th
7:50pm

All are welcome for this beautiful Philippine Catholic Mass filled with

gorgeous music and Christmas rituals.
We will also host a lite Filipino dinner and have a Filipino Cultural
Dance Presentation, all in the Parish Hall after Mass.




ADULT FAITH

WINTER REGISTRATION NOW OPEN!

FIND WHAT YOU'RE LOOKING FOR

Explore the meaning of life with The Search,
a beautiful new video program that explores
life’s deeper questions.

Join us on Mondays at 6:30pm
in the Church Hall
beginningJanuary 30
for dinner and conversation about this series!

Sign up at www.stmarymokena.org/search.
Questions? Contact John, jcompton@stmarymokena.org.

Take 7Lh€ Ac/vemt Cha en e mt
FORMED

\-.‘ w |||l|]l£lllglll\?§l !
STHE DAYS ‘g
“or ADVENT

W~ ,’-\, - -
‘e X -~
.WATCH ANY ADVENT PR(-)G'RAM‘ON

\1 nt and Christmas
vith Dr. Mic hllli\lhu

FORMED.ORG AND THEN ENTER FOR THE
- CHANCE TO WIN A $25 GIFT CARD AT
WWW,STMARYMOKENA.ORG/F.ORMED

SAINT NICHOLAS:
The Real Story of the

Visit signup.formed.org
to create your free account.

Use on the web or download the app to your phone.

NATVITY

10

Join us this Advent to learn about and adore
the One who became Man for us!

50/0@_4@//&0@

Mondays: Nov. 28th, Dec. 5th,
Dec. 12th, & Dec. 19th
6:30 PM Presence: The Mystery of the
Eucharist (A FORMED Series)
7:30-8:00 PM Adoration & Benediction

St. Mary Church, Mokena

Join other Catholic moms of school-age children
and younger for conversation on the
"Abiding Together" podcast.

Tuesday, December 20
at 9:00am
in the Church Hall
Mother Part 4
Communion in Motherhood
Season 11, Episode 06

Listen to podcast prior to gathering
(search "Abiding Together" wherever you listen to podcasts)
but even if you don't get to it, we'd love to have you
join the conversation!
Children are welcome and snacks and toys are provided.
Questions?
Email DKuboushek@StMaryMokena.org
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St. Therese of Lisieux

Next Youth
Ministry

Meeting
Sunday, December18

Philippians 4:4-5: “Rejoicein
the Lord always. I shall say it
again: Rejoice! Your kindness
should be known to all. The
Lord is near.”

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT WE 6pm Mass
ARE INVITED TO REFLECT ON THE 7pm Food, Fun &
JOY WE HAVE ACCESS TO BECAUSE o« o
OF OUR LORD, JESUS CHRIST. LET Fellowship inthe

OURDEMEANOR REFLECT THE
GREAT JOY WE EXPERIENCE AS
TRUE FOLLOWERS OF CHRIST.

LET’S NOT ALLOW OUR STRUGGLES
AND CHALLENGES OF THEDAY OR
WEEK STEAL FROM THE GREAT JOY
WE HAVE BECAUSE OF HIM!

church hall

WATCH FOR OPEN GYM DATES
DURING THE CHRISTMAS
BREAK.



SACRED Music

ST. MARY MOKENA.CHRISTMAS CONCERT

Friday, December 16 | 7:00 pm | Church Hall
$35/adult, $20/child

Wine and Dessert Included.

Purchase online at www.stmarymokena.org/sacred-music
All proceeds go towards the Sacred Music Program and new supplemental Hymnals.
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CHRISTMAS
TREE LIGHTING
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RerLIGIOUS EDUCATION

@ Be a part of God's

Great Commission!

—

We are still in need of:

/) 1st Grade Tuesday
Catechist and Assistant

(/] Various Catechist
Assistants

// REACH aide
/] Office Assistants

Pass on the faith

® 708.326.9352

RE@stmarymokena.org
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CHRISTIAN SERVICE

Thank you to everyone who took a tag from our
Christmas Giving Trees!

Bring all wrapped gifts to the church hall before Masses. All gifts
and gift cards will be picked up by local organizations on Sunday,
December 11th at 12:00 p.m. Please do not miss this deadline. Many
are counting on us. Tags must be on all gifts or envelopes!

If you purchased a gift card for the Marley Fish organization be sure to
write  MARLEY FISH on all envelopes.

Contact Donna Hungerford if you wish to drop off gifts early or if you have
any questions, (708) 326-9312. Thank you for your generosity!




Pro LirFE

Virgin of Guadalupe,

Patroness of unborn children,
we implore your intercession

for every child at risk of abortion.

Help expectant parents to welcome
from God

the priceless gift of their child’s life.
Console parents who have lost that
gift

through abortion,

and lead them to forgiveness and
healing

through the Divine Mercy of your Son.

Teach us to cherish
and to care for family and friends
until God calls them home.

help us never to see others as
burdens.

Guide our public officials
to defend each and every human life
through just laws.

Inspire us all to bring our faith into
public life,

to speak for those who have no voice.

We ask this in the name of your Son,

Jesus Christ, who is Love and Mercy
itself.

Amen
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Due to the Advent Presence Series in
church, the evening Rosary will be prayed
in the chapel at 6:00 p.m.
on December 12 and December 19.

Let us prepare our hearts during
Advent.

The first Monday of each month, our
Rosary will be dedicated to
protect the life of the unborn!
We will not meet on
Monday, December 26th



ComMmmuNniITY LIFE

The Council of Catholic Women

There are no meetings in
December.

Save the Date for the parish
Valentines Day Dinner Dance!

Friday, February 10th in the

church hall.
All adults welcome!
Sponsored by the CCW
and K of C.

All Ministers of Care are invited
to pick up a poinsettia and take it
to the homebound person you
visit.

Please stop by the parish office beginning
December 5.

If you are unable to deliver it, contact
Donna Hungerford (708) 326-9312 and
someone will take it for you.

Thanks for all you do!
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

The next Council Meeting will be
Tuesday, December 13th
7:00 p.m. in the Church Hall,

Guadalupe Room.
Food and social hour begin at 6:00 p.m.

Pictures with Santa
Weekend of Saturday
December 17 & 18
in the Church Hall after all
Masses.

Bring your cameral

JOIN THE KNIGHTS OF
COLUMBUS

Calling all practicing Catholic men to join
the Knights of Columbus.

We will hold our Fall membership drive the
weekend of December 17-18". Look for us in
the Narthex where we will answer questions,
have membership forms and computers with
the new on-line membership application
(online applications have no dues for 2023 if
completed by the end of 2022).

No need to wait though as information about
the Knights is online at KofC.org .

You can join today using the new online
membership system at KofC.org click on the
“Join” button. Also you can scan the QR code
here (Online Membership is free for 2023 if
you apply by the end of this year):
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