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THE HoLY SACRIFICE OF THE MASS IS OFFERED:
DAILY MASs
8:00 a.m. Monday through Saturday, June - August
7:30 a.m. Wednesday from start of school year until May*

ScHooL Mass
8:30 a.m. from start of school year until May*
*In the event of our school closing for inclement weather,

on a Wednesday, Daily Mass will remain at 7:30 a.m. and
the School Mass at 8:30 a.m. will be cancelled.

*SATURDAY VIGIL MASS
5:00 p.m.
*SUNDAY MASSES
8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m.

THE PARISH OFFICE IS OPEN - DOOR #3
OFFICE HOURS:
MONDAY, TUESDAY, THURSDAY, FRIDAY
9:00 A.M.-4:00 P.M.
WEDNESDAY 9:00 A.M.— 3:30 P.M.

PARISH DIRECTORY
Pastor: Fr. Dindo Billote
Parochial Vicar: Fr. Sam Conforti

Deacons:
Deacon Gary Bednar
Deacon Bob Kaminski
Deacon Peter Manning
Deacon John Rex
Deacon Kevin Plankinton
Deacon Dave Stanton

Parish Office:
Parish Secretary, Karen Dilger
Business Manager, Stephen J. Warunek
Maintenance, Dave Bridges
Director of Faith Formation, John Compton
Coordinator of Faith Formation, Danielle Kuboushek
Program Coordinator of Faith Formation, Erica Sestak
Director of Religious Education, Tami Brongiel
RE Office Administrative Assistant, Claire Ruane
Director of Christian Service, Donna Hungerford
Director of Sacred Music, Michael Berger
Assistant Director of Sacred Music, Laura Zesso
Director of Liturgy, Bob Cornejo
Youth Minister, Tom Blue
Bulletin Editor, Cailin Valente
Recording Secretary, Leticia Clark
Financial Secretary, Paula Perry

School Office:
School Secretary, Debbie Dexter
School Principal, Michele Alday-Engelman
School Assistant Principal, Michelle Huizinga

DEVOTIONS:
DAILY ROSARY
7:30 a.m.
8:00 a.m. on Wednesdays from the start
of the school year until May
7:00 p.m. Wednesday Evenings
DAILY DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET; INFANT JESUS OF
PRAGUE
8:30 a.m.
8:00 a.m. on Wednesdays from the start
of the school year until May
ADORATION
Perpetual Adoration available at Old St. Mary.
Please contact the Parish Office for the code.
ST. PEREGRINE DEVOTION—
4th Wednesday at 6:00 p.m.
RECONCILIATION/CONFESSIONS:
Saturdays 3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. in the chapel
First Saturdays 8:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.

708-326-9307
708-326-9304

708-326-9300
708-326-9300
708-326-9300
708-326-9300

708-326-9300
708-326-9300
708-326-9305
708-326-9309
708-326-9314
708-326-9313
708-326-9353
708-326-9355
708-326-9356
708-326-9352
708-326-9312
708-326-9302

708-326-9354

708-326-9311
708-326-9310

708-326-9330

Pastor@StMaryMokena.org
FrSam@StMaryMokena.org

DeaconGary@StMaryMokena.org
DeaconBob@StMaryMokena.org
Deaconpete@aol.com
DeaconJohn@StMaryMokena.org
DeaconKevin@StMaryMokena.org
Deacondave@StMaryMokena.org
Parish Fax Number 708-326-9301
Secretary@StMaryMokena.org
Swarunek@StMaryMokena.org
Dbridges@StMaryMokena.org
JCompton@StMaryMokena.org
Dkuboushek@StMaryMokena.org
Esestak@stmarymokena.org
Tbrongiel@StMaryMokena.org
RE@stmarymokena.org
Dhungerford@StMaryMokena.org
Mberger@StMaryMokena.org
Lzesso@stmarymokena.org
Bcornejo@StMaryMokena.org
TBlue@StMaryMokena.org
Bulletin@StMaryMokena.org
Lclark@StMaryMokena.org
Pperry@StMaryMokena.org

708-326-9332 SchoolSecretary@StMaryMokena.org
708-326-9348 Principal@StMaryMokena.org
708-326-9347 MHuizinga@stmarymokena.org

RCIA - Interested in becoming Catholic? Please contact the Director of Faith Formation at 708-326-9313.

BAPTISMS - Baptisms are usually scheduled the first and third Sunday of the month at 12:15 p.m. following 11:00 a.m. Mass. Please

contact the parish office to make arrangements for the baptismal preparation class.

MARRIAGES - Weddings need to be scheduled at least 6 months in advance upon approval of a priest. Remember to secure the

church date before the reception hall. Please stop in the parish office to begin this process.

REGISTRATION - New to St. Mary? Please stop in the parish office to complete our registration form or visit our website at

www.stmarymokena.org.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK - Please contact the parish office at 708-326-9300.




REBUILDING GOD’S HOUSE

WITH GENEROSITY & JOY

ALL SHARE IN THE PROMISE
Picture a nativity scene in your mind’s eye. The scene likely includes fig-
ures arriving on camels, some elaborately dressed, with jeweled boxes
containing precious gifts. These magi arrived from distant lands to pay

homage to the Christ Child. We know little about the magi, but we do
know that these visitors were not Jews. They represent people of all na-
tions who will be drawn to the Lord. “Nations shall walk by your light,
and kings by your shining radiance.” The Good News of Jesus cannot
be limited to one people; all share in the promise of God’s mercy

through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.

Peace and all good things,
Father Dindo

Schedule of Liturgical Ministers for January 14-15, 2023
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

Saturday, 5:00 PM Sunday, 8:00 AM | Sunday, 9:30 AM | Sunday, 11:00 AM Sunday, 6:00 PM
Pamela DeGregorio | Antoinette Bria Karen Dilger Roberta Dreifke James Nowak
Lector .
Susan Rizzo
Peter Baker Sandy Halper Joe Austin Nancy Blake Karen Haugh
Eucharistic Bob Gombas Cris Pirelli Michael Dilger Remo Lucci James Nowak
Minister Ted Kopczynski Robert Rafferty Frank Dundek Bob Meyers
John Mitoraj Christine Weeks Joe Hartl Patti Pertchi
Lilly Butler Emma Gerhardstein | June Fulton Annabelle Makiejus | Ellie Hartwell
Altar Se Delaney Stanek Reilly Gerhardstein Lucas Valente Aiden Raimondi Ryleigh Hartwell McQuillan
FSever | |iam Stanek David Heitman Erin Ventura Emmy Skotnicki (NOT FILLED)
McKenna Stanek vy Mroz Katelyn Walker (NOT FILLED)
Mary Ann Braasch Chris Cichowicz John Delladio William Farhat Melissa Rolinitis
Jim Grady Rich Gavillet Joanne Eaton David Larson Mike Rolinitis
Usher Mark Miron Tom Magdziasz Joanette Kulesa | Colin Noone Linda Drake
James Palermo (NOT FILLED) Diane Mucia Gladys Weber (NOT FILLED)
Joe Sokachitch
Greeter (NOT FILLED) Sandy Halper (NOT FILLED) (NOT FILLED) (NOT FILLED)

Serving God as an Altar Server is a wonderful way for a child to grow in faith as well as in responsibility,

friendship,

and other virtues. At St. Mary, we are blessed with an amazing team of Altar Servers. We

thank you for giving up your time to serve the Lord and St. Mary. We also thank our wonderful team of Lec-
tors, Eucharistic Ministers, Ushers and Greeters for their dedication and outstanding service.



The Epiphany

Monday, January 9

7:30 a.m. Rosary (Church)

8:00 a.m. Mass (Church)

8:30 a.m. Divine Mercy Chaplet (Church)

4:00 p.m. Children RCIA (Fatima)

6:00 p.m. Epiphany Catechist Party (Guadalupe)
6:30 p.m. Rosary (Church)

6:30 p.m. Faith Formation Search Meeting (Lourdes)

Tuesday, January 10

7:30 a.m. Rosary (Church)

8:00 a.m. Mass (Church)

8:30 a.m. Divine Mercy Chaplet (Church)

9:00 a.m. Adult Scripture Study (Guadalupe)

2:00 p.m. Widow and Widowers Club (Pepper Mill)
4:30 p.m. RE Classes K-6th (School Classrooms)
6:30 p.m. RE Classes 7th-8th (School Classrooms)
7:00 p.m. Adult Scripture Study (Lourdes)

7:00 p.m. K of C Council Meeting

Wednesday, January 11

5:00 a.m. Fit Shepherds (Church Grounds)

7:30 a.m. Mass (Church)

8:30 a.m. School Mass

9:00 p.m. Pro Life Committee Meeting (Lourdes)
9:00 p.m. CCW Board Meeting (Fatima)

1:00 p.m. Young at Heart Board Meeting (Guadalupe)
3:30 p.m. Children’s Choir Practice (Church)

4:30 p.m. RE Classes 1st-6th (School Classrooms)
6:30 p.m. RE Classes 7th-8th (School Classrooms)
6:30 p.m. Benediction (Old St. Mary’s)

6:30 p.m. RCIA (JP Il Room)

6:30 p.m. Adult Choir Practice (Church)

6:30 p.m. Symbolon (Guadalupe)

Thursday, January 12

7:30 a.m. Rosary (Church)

8:00 a.m. Mass (Church)

8:30 a.m. Divine Mercy Chaplet (Church)

4:30 p.m. RE Classes 1st-8th (School Classrooms)
5:00 p.m. Wedding Meeting (Fatima)

Friday, January 13

7:30 a.m. Rosary (Church)

8:00 a.m. Mass (Church)

8:30 a.m. Divine Mercy Chaplet (Church)
9:00 a.m. Morning Coffeehouse (Fatima)

Saturday, January 14

7:00 a.m. Fit Shepherds (Church Grounds)

8:00 a.m. Mass (Church)

8:00 a.m. K of C District Meeting (Guadalupe)
10:00a.m. Confirmation Sponsor Meeting (Guadalupe)
3:30 p.m. Confessions (Church)

5:00 p.m. Mass (Church)

Sunday, January 15

Donut Sunday

8:00 a.m. Mass (Church)

9:30 a.m. Mass (Church)

9:30 a.m. RE Classes K-6th (School Classrooms)
11:00 a.m. Mass (Church)

12:30p.m. Baptisms (Church)

3:00 p.m. Missionaries of Apostolic Grace (Fatima)
6:00 p.m. Mass (Church)

Divine Mercy
In-Home
Prayer Ministry

This Apostolate is one of compassion, mercy,
and prayer. We are available to be with
families and their loved ones, who are sick
and dying, to pray the Divine Mercy chaplet
with them.

For information or if you are interested in
joining our ministry, please contact Michelle
and Paul Sullivan at 815-995-0480.

Jesus | Trust In You

THE VIGIL PROJECT PRESENTS

TRUE
PRESENCE
NIGHT

LENT 2023
LIVE MUSIC. DYNAMIC SPEAKING. EUCHARISTIC ADORATION.

TUESDAY MARCH 7, 2023
ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH
MORE DETAILS TO COME!

THEVIGILPROJECT.COM




WELCOME
TO OUR
PARISH

Moving into a new parish, like anything new, is
always a little uncertain. If you have been seeking a
parish community in which to worship, to learn, to
pray, to join in social activity, and to be of service to
others, our doors and hearts are open. We are
thankful that God has sent you to us, and we
welcome you to our parish family of faith.

To register in our parish family, you may come to the
parish office or call the parish office at 708-326-9305
and forms will be sent by mail, or go to our website,

click welcome and select new parishioner
registration.

GOD BLESS OUR NEW PARISHIONERS!

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Acts 10:34-38;

Ps 29:1-4, 3, 9-10; Mt 3:13-17

Tuesday: Heb 2:5-12; Ps 8:2ab, 5, 6-9; Mk 1:21-28

or Heb 1:1-6 and 2:5-12; Ps 8:2ab, 5, 6-9;

Mk 1:14-20 and 1:21-28

Wednesday: Heb 2:14-18; Ps 105:1-4, 6-9; Mk 1:29-39
Thursday: Heb 3:7-14; Ps 95:6-11; Mk 1:40-45

Friday: Heb 4:1-5, 11; Ps 78:3, 4bc, 6¢-8; Mk 2:1-12
Saturday: Heb 4:12-16; Ps 19:8-10, 15; Mk 2:13-17

Sunday: Is 49:3, 5-6; Ps 40:2, 4, 7-10; 1 Cor 1:1-3;
Jn 1:29-34

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR FAITHFULLY DEPARTED BROTHERS AND
SISTERS

THERESA MACKOWIAK, NATALIE MOOI,
DEACON BOB KAMINSKI

Eternal rest grant unto them and let perpetual light
shine upon them!

ST. MARY MASSES LIVE-STREAM

Our Faith teaches us that at the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, the Saints, Angels, all of Heaven
are mystically present. We too can share in being spiritually present at the Mass and are able
to receive graces. Thanks to modern technology, the faithful will be able to join spiritually and
visually with the sacred liturgies offered at St. Mary as these will be live-streamed via the
Internet. We invite our Faithful to join us in prayer for the health of the sick, and for the protec-

tion of every individual from this disease. We will implore God’s mercy that we are delivered.

St. Mary priests will offer Mass via internet live-stream. The following Masses
celebrated by Fr. Dindo and Fr. Sam will be broadcast from St. Mary Catholic
Church in Mokena:

SUNDAY
9:30 a.m. Mass
You can attend from home at: https://cutt.ly/stmarychurchmokena

THE PROPER WAY
TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION

Only those practicing Catholics who are in the
state of grace may receive Holy Communion.

Upon approaching the minister of the Host,
extend the hands in the middle of the chest. The
left hand is extended, with the right hand under
the left in support (left handed persons may wish
to place the left hand under the right). In
essence, a throne is formed in the sign of an
X-cross to receive the Sacred Host.

The solemnity and beauty of our Catholic Mass pervades our reverent liturgies here at St. Mary.
We should be in attendance from the ringing of the start bell until after the Mass is ended
and the priest leaves the altar. Please do not make a habit of leaving after Communion.

It is permissible to leave early if there is an urgent need or if an emergency arises.
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Lord, every nation
on earth will adore you
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Monday, January 9

8:00am: Conrad Jordan, Frank and Evelyn Colhane
Tuesday, January 10

8:00am: Linda Ernat, Joey Arce, Peter Pranckus,
Midge

Suanders, Karen Kolovitz

Wednesday, January 11
7:30am: Mickey Fallon
8:30am: The Parishioners of St. Mary

Thursday, January 12
8:00am: Conrad Jordan

Friday, January 13
8:00am: Sharon Morrison, Katherine Riordan

Saturday, January 14

8:00am: Jack Saunders

5:00pm: Bill Delladio, Connie Carlson, Stanley Gierut,
Jack Ames, Amanda Kelly, Daphne Canino, Baby
Judah Winkler

To all St. Mary Parishioners:
We are so grateful for how welcoming
you are to our families with young children. Please don't
underestimate the power of a simple affirmation, smile, or
word of encouragement to those around you after mass.

To the Parents of our Young Parishioners:

Thank you for bringing your growing family to celebrate with
us! Know that you are welcome to sit toward the front where
it's easier to see and hear and we encourage you to quietly
explain the parts of the Holy Mass to your child. If you feel you
must go to the narthex with your child, please come back!

If the Church isn't crying, it's dying.

SERVE ST. MARY PARISH IN 2023

MINISTRY
OPENINGS
AVAILABLE

We are |oo|<ing 'FOI’ peop|e to serve in +he ro|es O'F

USHERS
LECTORS
cmcl
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS

No prior experience needed.
Please contact the Parish Office at
(708) 326-9300 or talk to Zina Habib,

the sacristan, after Mass.

PRAY FOR THE SICK

Dan Albrecht, Brett Anderson, Joe, Austin, Gerry Baumgartner, Ann Beranek, Lisa Bernhard, Florence and Gino Bondi, Agnes Breslin, Alan Brown, Dawn Broadhurst, Jerry Broadhurst,
Rachel Butler, Francis Bulow, Michael Carey, Monica DiGiovanni, Janice Dobek, Joanne Eaton, Greg Engleking, Susan Ewert, Vincent Felice, Barb Finn-Figliulo, Bradley Frank, Mary
Ann Franson, Debbie Geren, Bonnie Gondek, Richard Grabenhofer, Jerry Grabowski, Rose Grunhard, Kelly Hampton, Natalie Haran, Jeremiah Hartmann, Lenice Howie, Mary Ingala,
Richard Junge, Les Kazmierczak, Sherley Keene, Richard Kolovitz, Fr. Roger Kutzner, Carlotta Lawton, Jennifer Naril, Dan Lahy, Alice Lesnik, Chet Lockwood, Vernadine Lumpkin,
Walter Lumpkin, Shirley Lyons, Robert Margalus, Donna Matteson, Jeanne Matug, Bill Maynard, Heidi Meekma, Janice Melisi, Marge Migler, Rich Milkeris, Angel Munoz, Lisa Hunt
Nichols, Kate Nix, Barb Noone, Geraldine Nykaza, Kenneth O’Gradney, Edward Olenick, Bruce Omastiak, Lorraine Peppmuller, Matthew Orr, Bob Podlasek, Janelle Portman, Eileen
Redican, Eduardo Reyes, George Rohrer, Judy Roque, Barbara Rolla, Barbra Rusin, Midge Saunders, William Schlieman, Dan and Brenda Schmiedel, Diane Schoneich, Katherine
Shanahan, Rhys Shaw, Dave Skrzypiec, Barbara Smith, Brandon Smith, Jan Smith, Al Sparks, John Stapinski, Geoffrey Sullivan, Joshua Swarez, Victor Tamosaitis, Tiffany Theresa,
Dave Thompson, John Turas, Judy Turas, Anne Wadsworth, Leo Wilczek, Tim Weber, Dan Wolf, Sarah Wolf, Jerry Wolff, Karen Yaeger

May God grant them healing!



Saint Mary _
MEN’S MINISTRY

All men are invited to our January meeting
where we will discuss l“lrr

SHEPHERDS
CALLING ALL MEN!!!!

Get stronger, grow in holiness, become a Fit Shepherd.

i
/

SATURDAY, JANUARY

We will highlight key moments from the

award—winning series The Chosen, sharing are welcome; modifications are provided.

several pivotal scenes with time for table discussions
on the impactful portrayal of Scripture.

Any questions, please contact Patrick Fulton
8am Mass - 10:30am

Join your fellow brothers Wednesdays at 5:00 AM and
Saturdays at 7:00 AM in the St. Mary parking lot for an
outdoor workout and brief reflection. All fitness levels

(pmfulton@hotmail.com)

St. Mary, Mokena
Church Hall
Breakfast served--RSVPs encouraged!
SMPmensministry@gmail.com

During these times we have to stay strong and continue to support
each other as much as possible. Please prayerfully consider financially

supporting our parish.
)

We depend on your support to continue the operations of St. Mary as
... well as those of its many ministries. We ask that you consider
supporting the parish through Online Giving.

For those not currently contributing online and would like to learn how to, please
consider signing up at
https://www.osvhub.com/stmarymokena/
funds . The Offertory for Sunday,
December 25th was

By doing this, you are saving and supporting the
great work we have done and will continue to do

L our future. Online Giving $11,756.90

Envelopes $10,942.00

For those of us that do not want to give online, $22,698.90

you can still contribute by mailing your donations (These numbers do not include

to: Christmas Collection. Christmas
19515 S. 115th Avenue Collection will be published in a couple

Mokena, IL 60448 of weeks.)

Budget $32,500.00
Thank you for your generosity.




Bishop Hicks' Column

Recently, while visiting a parish, | noticed a “peace
pole” on the property, surrounded by beautiful
landscaping and benches. The pole had four sides, with
each side displaying an inscription about peace. The
expressions of peace moved from the general to the
specific:

Peace on Earth
Peace for our Nation
Peace within our Church
Peace in our Hearts

As | contemplated that simple yet beautiful peace
pole, | realized that peace is something we all long for,
and yet can seem so unattainable. St. Augustine
captured the unreachable nature of peace when he
said, “Cur hearts are restless until they rest in you, O
Lord.” Even though peace may be elusive, we know the
source of true peace. It is therefore with great faith and
hope that we as a Church never stop seeking it
through Mary, the Queen of Peace, and her son, Jesus,
the Prince of Peace.

As we begin 2023, we remember that St. Paul VI in 1967
established the World Day of Peace to be celebrated on
January 1, which is also the Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, the Mcther of God. In 1972, Pope Paul VI coined his
famous phrase, “If you want peace, work for justice.”

Popes since then have carried on this tradition of
issuing messages of peace on this day. with their
communications usually associated with the social
doctrine of the Church. Hence, popes have made
declarations on January 1 regarding the United Nations,
human rights, the right to life, econcmic development,
international diplomacy, wars, peace in the Holy Land,
globalization, terrorism, etc.

For 2023, Pope Francis writes about our current global
condition, as we cope with the long-term effects of the
coronavirus pandemic and the impact of the war in
Ukraine. He stresses the need for an all-inclusive
approach to peace: “We can no longer think exclusively
of carving out space for our personal or national
interests; instead. we must think in terms of the
common good, recognizing that we belong to a greater

January 2023:
Peace be with you

¥
A% v RIFN

community, and opening our minds and hearts to
universal human fraternity. We cannot continue to focus
simply on preserving ourselves: rather, the time has
come for all of us to endeavour to heal our society and
our planet, to lay the foundations for a more just and
peaceful world, and to commit ocurselves seriously to
pursuing a good that is truly commen.”

Peace is not just something that we should all work for; it
is also something we should constantly be praying for.
The next time you are at Mass, | invite you to listen to just
how many times the word “peace” is used. Specifically in
the Communion rite, immediately after the "Our Father,”
the priest prays that the peace of Christ will fill our
hearts, our families, our Church, our communities, and
our world as we extend a sign of peace to those around
us. These prayers explicitly follow Jesus’ message
throughout the Gospels, “Peace | leave with you; my
peace | give to you. | do not give to you as the world
gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let
them be afraid.” (John 14: 27)

As we begin this new year, | urge you to pray for peace
every Sunday when you attend Mass, and to also try to do
so daily. If we get into the habit of praying for peace each
day, it becomes even more important to disconnect from
the noise and busyness of our world and intentionally to
find a “peaceful” place to reflect and contemplate.

During this initial year of the National Eucharistic Revival,
| encourage you to take some time before the
eucharistic Lord in adoration. It is a beautiful and
powerful way to cecnnect our minds, hearts and souls to
the peace of Christ. Another possibility is to find a
consistent, quiet spot in your home or a sacred space to
sit, be still and pray. It is in these serene moments that
the Holy Spirit may gently whisper into our ears the ways
that God may want us to be an instrument of peace.

As a people of peace, let's begin this new year by praying
for and working for peace on Earth, peace for our nation,
peace within our Church, peace in our hearts and
wherever it is needed most. For ultimately, at the very
end of every Catholic Mass throughout the world, we are
mandated to ‘go in peace.” And to that, we boldly affirm
by responding. “Thanks be to God!" 'I'



Diocese of Joliet

Blanchette Catholic Center
16555 Weber Rd.

Crest Hill, llinois 60403
www.dioceseofjoliet.org

January 2023
Dear Friends,

Soon our diocese will take up the Collection for the Church in Latin America. This national
collection supports many pastoral projects that benefit the faithful in Latin America and the
Caribbean.

An example of a beneficiary of this collection are the priests in the Diocese of Guantanamo-
Baracoa, who traverse bad roads over rough terrain to bring the sacraments and the Word of
God to the faithful living there. The mountainous territory that makes up 75% of the diocese's
total land area makes travel not only difficult but also more expensive for priests due to higher
fuel consumption, vehicle maintenance, and repair costs compared to other regions.

Catholics like you who generously contribute to the Collection for the Church in Latin America
help Guantanamo-Baracoa’s priests stay on the road with funds given to the diocese to offset
fuel and vehicle repair costs. In places such as Cuba, you help bring the Good News to the poor
when you participate in the collection.

An important fact that you must know is that 25% of this diocesan collection goes to
support our own diocesan mission work. Since 1994 our diocese has sent missionersto
Sucre, Bolivia to not only offer our support with concrete actions, but to build relationships with
the people who are so grateful for our presence and work there. \We are blessed to have our
Bolivian friends.

Let us all become missionaries by strengthening the Church in Latin America with a donation to
the second collection on the weekend of January 21-22.

Paz v bien,
Most Reverend Ronald A. Hicks
Bishop of Joliet
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Pancake Breakfast

Sunday
January 8

after all morning
Masses in

The Church Hall.

Cost:

Free will offing

All donations will
benefit the K of C
and its Charities.

Join the St. Mary Knights of
Columbus in the church hall
for all you can eat pancakes,
eggs, sausage and special
fruit toppings.

Start your day with a great
breakfast and the great
company of your fellow
parishioners.

Sponsored by Knights of Columbus

Council #6993




7 PM - DOORS OPEN WEDNESDAY EMBER’S TAP HOUSE
7:15 PM - TALKS BEGIN EVENINGS LOCKPORT, IL

JANUARY How to Persevere Through a
1 1 Spiritually Dry Season

FR.STEVEN BORELLO

JANUARY The Necessity of Preaching the Gospel:
1 8 Fulfilling Our Fundamental Catholic Duty

NICK LABANCA

JANUARY The Need to Think Well of Yourself:
2 5 A Theological Reflection on Self-Esteem

ABBOT AUSTIN MURPHY, OSB
FEBRUARY Contraception: Not a Private Matter
o 1 But an Entire Worldview

FR.THOMAS LOYA

QUESTIONS? Contact: Kristin Kay at kristinrkay@gmail.com [ Lockport Young Adults
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WINTER REGISTRATION NOW OPEN!
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JOIN US ON
FRIDAY, JANUARY 13TH
. IN THE CHURCH HALL
FIND WHAT YOU'RE LOOKING FOR AT 9:00 AM

Join us on Mondays at 6:30pm FOR A MORNING SHOWING OF
in the Church Hall

beginning January 3o0th
for dinner and conversation @é@gffé&@
about this FORMED video series! | THE MYSTERY OF THE EUCHARIST

Sign up at www.stmarymokena.org/search.
Questions? Contact John, jcompton@stmarymokena.org.

JOIN US THIS WINTER FOR

WOMEN’S MINISTRY wedHQSday Faith Nights
FAITH -+ FELLOWSHIP -+ FAMILY 6:30 P.M. _ CHURCH HALL
Saue the Dates @ SYMBOLON
We're looking forward to having you join us L @
in 2023 for our Women’s Ministry meetings. ‘ -'
28 2023 Symbolon:
g‘j v 0023 The Catholic Faith Explained
& 2, (A FORMED Series)
April 29, 2023
May 27, 2023 C O January 11th >0

BAPTISM AND CONFIRMATION

Please direct any questions to

sistersinchrist @stmarymokena.org. Email jeompton@stmarymokena.prg

with questions or for information.
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LovE OF NEICHEOR

O\FFEQe

-
& 4'0
X o
<

“You can’t go back and change the beginnihg, but you can
start where you are and change the ending.” C.S. Lewis

Game Day With Next Youth
Our Veterans Ministry
@ Manteno, IL Gathering
~ Sunday, January 8
7pm Church Hall
Sunday, ]I;muary 22 JANUARY 15 IS
12:30pm Departure "=
4:30pm Return DONUT SUNDAY!
High School &=
Volunteers Needed " 4’3

JOIN US IN SPENDING SOME
QUALITY TIME WITH THE
VETERANS AT THE MANTENO
VETERANS' HOME

BAGEL p’ ) s

Join us in the church hall

Contact Tom Blue at for donuts, coffee &
tblue@stmarymokena.org fellowship...or grab some
toregister

"to go"!



RerLIGIOUS EDUCATION

‘This Epiphany, take
time to give due praise
to our King, Jesus!

£ 3

»

NET Mini

Confirmation Rétres:

The Weekend of Jan 29th, St.
Marys Religious Education will
be hosting nine NET
missionaries! We are so
blessed to have them, and we
are looking forward to the
Confirmation Retreat they will
be putting on for our 8th
graders. Keep them in your
prayersl!
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CHRISTIAN SERVICE

Special Needs/Sensory Friendly Mass
Sundays at 6:00 p.m.

Dear Families,

Our Sunday 6:00 p.m. Mass will now be especially welcoming to those with special needs. We welcome
the opportunity to accommodate them and we hope to create a few volunteer opportunities in the future as
well. If you know others who would feel more comfortable at this Mass, please do not hesitate to invite
them.

This Mass will have:

e Softer volume music
e Dimmer lighting
e Special accommodations to receive the Eucharist. (See one of our Ushers.)

e Use of the chapel area if you need it. (Mass is heard over the speakers in the narthex as well. Come
back into Mass when you are ready.)

How can we be especially welcoming to families with Special Needs?

Trying to create the habit of coming to Mass within a family starts when they are young. How much hard-
er is it for parents who have a child with special needs come to church?

e Let's accommodate anyone with a walker or wheelchair. Perhaps they need to be on the aisle.

e Help by creating an atmosphere of acceptance. In this way we are supportive. Have you noticed
someone struggling to remain still or silent? Perhaps they have a condition that prevents this. Some
have a difficult time controlling their volume or loud noises can cause them to be anxious.

e Sometimes the best we can do is not stare and just act normally. Consider a kind word after Mass like
“it's great to see your family here” or just a wave or a smile can speak volumes!

All are welcome at every Mass here at St. Mary!




Pro LiFE

16

The Pro-Life Committee

Meetings are the 2nd Wednesday of
each month in the Church Hall at
9:00 a.m.

Visit the St. Mary website for more
information.

Pray the Holy Rosary in church on Monday
evenings at 6:30 p.m.

Rachebs Vineyarcl Ministries

Healing the rain of Aborl:ion-
ne Weekendata Time

un-l:?,»u-
(1-877467-3463)
www.RachelsVineyard.org

Walking with
e 4in Need

LUNAIS
EE LIFE

NEW CITY. NEW DAY.

SAME MISSION

IL CAPITOL: SPRINGFIELD
TUESDAY, MARCH 21,2023




ComMmmuNniITY LIFE

The Council of Catholic Women

There will be a Board Meeting on
Wednesday, January 11th at
9:00 a.m. in the Church Hall

Fatima Room.

There will be a General Meeting on Thursday,
January 19th at 6:30 p.m. in the Church
Hall, Guadalupe Room.

The Widow and Widowers Club

Contact Marcia Frank for information about
joining this group (708) 227-8290. The next
meeting will be at the Peppermill Restaurant in
Mokena on Wednesday, January 11th
at 2:00 p.m.

17

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

The next Council Meeting will be
Tuesday, January 10" in the
Church Hall at 7:00 p.m.

Food and social hour will precede at

6:00 p.m. if you want to come early.

Saturday, January 14th
District Meeting in the Church Hall
8:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m.

Tuesday, January 24th
Officer Meeting in the Church Hall
Fatima Room 7:00 p.m.

The K of C members visited the
Franciscan Sisters of the Sacred Heart at
St. Francis of the Woods for a Christmas

bingo party.
Over 20 nuns were in attendance and had a
good time. All won a prize.

Knight and Financial Secretary,
Tim Cosgrove did the calling of numbers.

M
‘aiﬂ' '
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