
MASS SCHEDULE

 Daily Rosary
 Monday through Friday
 7:30am
 Monday evenings | 6:30pm
 Daily Divine Mercy Chaplet
 Monday through Friday
 8:30am
 Lauds
 Sunday mornings | 7:15am
 

GET IN TOUCH

Welcome!

Saturday | 5:00pm Vigil Mass
Sunday    | 8:00am, 9:30am, 
                    11:00am, 6:00pm

19515 S. 115  Avenueth

Mokena, IL 60448
708-326-9300
www.stmarymokena.org

Monday | 8:00am
Tuesday | 8:00am
Wednesday | 7:30am
Thursday | 8:00am
Friday | 8:00am
Saturday | 8:00am

 Monday through Friday
 7:00am-7:45am
 Saturday | 3:30pm-4:30pm
 First Saturdays | 8:30am-9:30am

Weekend Masses

Weekday Masses

Confession

SAINT MARY
CATHOLIC CHURCH

"Send, O Lord, Holy Apostles into Your Church." 
 

OUR VISION
The beauty and sacredness of the liturgy, sacramental life and parish experience at St. Mary
Parish leads our parishioners and community to a life-changing encounter with Jesus Christ. 

S E P T E M B E R  2 7 ,  2 0 2 6

 Devotions
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         Parish Office Hours                          
Monday through Friday

8:30 A.M.- 4:00 P.M.
-Door # 3-

Pastor: Fr. Joe Gasta                                                                                                
Parochial Vicar: Fr. Welbert Suarez                                                                     
 
Deacons:                                                                                                 
Deacon Peter Manning                                                                                          
Deacon John Rex                                                                                                         
Deacon Kevin Plankinton                                                                                      
Deacon Dave Stanton                                                                                            
 
Parish Office:                                                                                                              
Parish Secretary, Karen Dilger                                                                              
Business Manager, Stephen J. Warunek                                                         
Maintenance Supervisor, Gerardo “Gerry” Iniguez                                          
Morning Maintenance. Thomas Pritchard                                                                                                                
Director of Adult Faith Formation, Megan Murray                                                     
Asst Director of Adult Faith Formation, Danielle Kuboushek
Asst Director to the Clergy/Program Coord., Erica Sestak                    
Director of Religious Education, Tami Brongiel                                                 
Asst Director of Religious Education, Selena Roberts                                    
RE Office Assistant, Kathy Brzeszkiewicz                                                           
                                                                                                                                      
Directors of Liturgy, Deacon Pete Manning and John Brett                           
Director of Christian Service, Donna Hungerford                                             
Director of Sacred Music, Joseph Berardi                                                       
Youth Minister, Matt Jung                                                                                     
Bulletin Editor, Cailin Valente                                                                                                             
Funeral Coordinator, Susan Rizzo                                                                         
Offertory and Database Administrator, Leticia Clark                                     
Financial Secretary, Paula Perry                                                                           
Sacristan, Zina Habib                                                                                                                         

                  School Office:                                                                                                                                                            
School Secretary, Charlotte Catchings                  
School Principal, Michelle Huizinga                
School Assistant to the Principal, Jamie Kucala             
Marketing & Enrollment, Danelle Bernas                       
 

 

708-326-9307 
708-326-9304  
                        
 
708-326-9300      
708-326-9300     
708-326-9300 
708-326-9300 

708-326-9300  
708-326-9305        
708-326-9309 
708-326-9314 
708-326-9314                                                        
708-326-9313 
708-326-9353 
708-326-9355 
708-326-9356 
708-326-9357 
708-326-9352 
708-326-9352 

708-326-9312    
708-326-9302 
708-326-9354 
                            
815-953-7228
708-326-9311   
708-326-9310                                                                                                       
                            

708-326-9330                 
708-326-9332 
708-326-9348 
708-326-9347
708-326-9349

pastor@stmarymokena.org
frwelbert@stmarymokena.org 
                        
 
deaconpete@aol.com      
deaconjohn@stmarymokena.org     
deaconkevin@stmarymokena.org
deacondave@stmarymokena.org

Parish Fax Number 708-326-9301   
secretary@stmarymokena.org        
swarunek@stmarymokena.org
giniguez@stmarymokena.org
tpritchard@stmarymokena.org                                        
mmurray@stmarymokena.org
dkuboushek@stmarymokena.org 
esestak@stmarymokena.org
tbrongiel@stmarymokena.org
sroberts@stmarymokena.org
re@stmarymokena.org
kbrez@stmarymokena.org
deaconpete@aol.com, jbrett@stmarymokena.org
dhungerford@stmarymokena.org   
jberardi@stmarymokena.org
mjung@stmarymokena.org
bulletin@stmarymokena.org

lclark@stmarymokena.org
pperry@stmarymokena.org                                               
zhabib@stmarymokena.org

       
office@stmarymokena.org 
mhuizinga@stmarymokena.org 
jkucala@stmarymokena.org
dbernas@stmarymokena.org

OCIA - Interested in becoming Catholic? Please contact the Director of Faith Formation at 708-326-9313.

Baptisms - Baptisms are usually scheduled the first and third Sunday of the month at 12:15 p.m. following 11:00 a.m. Mass. 
Please contact the parish office to make arrangements for the baptismal preparation class.

Marriages - Weddings need to be scheduled at least 6 months in advance upon approval of a priest. Remember to secure the 
church date before the reception hall. Please contact the parish office. 

Registration - New to St. Mary? Please stop in the parish office to complete our registration form or visit our website at
www.stmarymokena.org.

Anointing of the Sick - Please contact the parish office at 708-326-9300.
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Send O Lord, Holy Apostles into Your Church!

With love in Christ,

Fr. Joe Gasta, RCJ
Pastor

I greet you with love and peace in the name of Jesus!

Last week, I shared that we would begin a short series looking at the different parts of the Mass and the meaning
behind what we do. This week, we begin with the Introductory Rites. The Mass begins as we come together. We come
from different homes, families, and experiences during the week: carrying with us our joys, struggles, worries, and
hopes. Yet on Sunday, we come together as a community of faith. We are not simply a group of people who happen
to be in the same church. We gather as the Body of Christ to worship God together. The Introductory Rites help us
come together as a worshipping community and prepare our hearts for what we are about to celebrate. They
include the Entrance, the Sign of the Cross, the Greeting, the Penitential Act, the Gloria when it is prescribed, and
the Collect. These moments may be familiar to us, but their familiarity should not cause us to overlook their
importance. Each action and prayer helps us turn our hearts from the concerns of everyday life toward the sacred
celebration of the Mass.

One of the first things we do is make the Sign of the Cross. This simple gesture reminds us that we gather in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. We have made this sign so many times that we can
sometimes do it without thinking. But it is good to stop and remember what we are saying and doing. With this
gesture, we place ourselves in the presence of the Triune God and remember that our faith is centered on the
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Then the priest greets the people, and we respond. This exchange is more than a simple
greeting. It reminds us that we have gathered as a community to celebrate the Mass. We are participating together,
praying together, and preparing to encounter the Lord together.

During the Penitential Act, we acknowledge that we need God's mercy. We recognize that we are sinners and that we
need the Lord. This is not meant to discourage us or make us dwell on our failures. Rather, it helps us come before
God with humble and open hearts. We are reminded of our need for His grace and mercy as we prepare to celebrate
the sacred mysteries. On Sundays outside Advent and Lent, and on Solemnities and Feasts, we also sing or say the
Gloria, giving praise and glory to God. Then the priest prays the Collect, also known as the Opening Prayer, gathering
together the prayers and intentions of the community. Through this prayer, our individual hopes and needs become
part of the prayer of the whole Church as we prepare to hear God's Word.

All of these opening prayers and actions have a purpose. They help us become aware that we have gathered in the
presence of God and prepare us to listen to His Word and celebrate Christ’s sacrifice in the Eucharist. The
Introductory Rites remind us that Mass is not simply something we attend; it is something in which we participate
with our whole hearts. The next time you come to Mass, try to slow down during these first moments. As we make
the Sign of the Cross, listen to the prayers, and respond together, remember that God has called us here to worship
Him, to hear His Word, to participate in the Eucharistic celebration of Christ's sacrifice, and to encounter Christ. The
Mass has begun. Let us open our hearts and truly enter into it.

MY DEAREST PARISHIONERS, 
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04  •  CALENDAR
Twenty Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Monday, September 28
7:00 a.m. Confessions 
8:00 a.m. Mass 
6:00 p.m. SPRED (Fatima)
6:30 p.m. Rosary (Church)

Tuesday, September 29
7:00 a.m. Confessions (Cancelled)
8:00 a.m. Mass 
4:30 p.m. RE Gr. K-6 (Classrooms)
6:30 p.m. RE Gr. 7-8 (Classrooms)
7:00 p.m.  Scripture Study (Guadalupe)
7:30 p.m.  High School Bible Study (Classroom B-205)

Wednesday, September 30
5:00 a.m. Fit Shepherds (Church Grounds)
7:00 a.m. Confessions 
7:30 a.m.  Mass 
9:00 a.m.  Scripture Study (Church Hall All)
4:30 p.m. RE Gr. 1-7 (Classrooms)
6:30 p.m. RE Gr. 7-8 (Classrooms)
6:30 p.m.  Healing of the Whole Person (Guadalupe)
7:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal (Side Chapel)

Thursday, October 1
7:00 a.m. Confessions 
8:00 a.m. Mass (Church)
9:30 a.m. Deanery Meeting (Fatima)
4:30 p.m. RE Gr. 1-8 (Classrooms)

Friday, October 2
7:00 a.m. Confessions 
8:00 a.m. Mass 
8:30 a.m. Adoration (Church)
8:45 a.m. First Friday Devotion (Chapel)
12:00p.m. First Friday Mass (Church)
1:00 p.m.  Homeschool Meetup (Guadalupe)
6:00 p.m. Wedding Rehearsal (Church)

Saturday, October 3
Coats for Kids Drive (Church Hall)
Respect Life Lapel Roses (Narthex)
7:00 a.m. Fit Shepherds (Church Grounds)
8:00 a.m. Mass (Church)
8:30 a.m. Missionaries of Apostolic Grace (Fatima)
8:30 a.m. First Saturday Confessions 
9:15 a.m. Militia Immaculata (Fatima)
12:00 p.m. Wedding Anniversary Blessing
2:00 p.m.  Wedding (Church)
3:30 p.m. Confessions 
4:00 p.m. SMS Trivia Night (Church Hall All)
5:00 p.m. Mass (Church)

Sunday, October 4
Coats for Kids Drive (Church Hall)
Respect Life Lapel Roses (Narthex)
7:15 a.m. Lauds (Church)
8:00 a.m. Mass (Church)
9:00 a.m. The Search (Guadalupe)
9:30 a.m. RE Gr. K-6 (Classrooms)
9:30 a.m. Mass (Church)
11:00a.m. Mass (Church)
12:00p.m. Pet Blessing (Church Grounds)
12:30p.m. Baptisms (Church)
6:00 p.m. Mass (Church)
7:00 p.m. Youth Ministry (Guadalupe)
 
 
 



 Mass Intentions 
Monday, September 28
8:00am: Lisa Gray, Mary Jane Capistrano
Tuesday, September 29
8:00am: Paul and Sarah Wolf, Al and Jackie Becker,
Sandy Halper, Bill (Anonymous)
Wednesday, September 30 
7:30am: Enrico Russo, Sandy Halper
8:30am: Wayne Sobota, Orazio Castelli
Thursday, October 1 
8:00am:  Sharon Bullion
Friday, October 2
8:00am: Ted Golebiowski, Dolores Schury
12:00pm: Jose Alvarez
Saturday, October 3 
8:00am: Maria Luisa Aburto
5:00pm: Gerald Ihrig, Dolores Schury, Sandy Halper,
Dario Petrassi, Annette Morrison, Barbara Sutcliffe
Sunday, October 4
8:00 am: Jennie Buhs
9:30 am: Deceased members of the Spiracino family
11:00 am:  Francesca Borrelli, Kathleen Vrablic
6:00 p.m. Matthew August
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

05  •  MASS INTENTIONS AND PRAYERS

                                                            Pray for the Sick
Dan Albrecht, Brett Anderson, Joe, Austin, Tammy Balamut, Lisa Barber, Lisa
Bernhard, Bonny Bond, Florence and Gino Bondi, Greg Brazinsky, Agnes
Breslin, Alan Brown, Darlene Broadhurst, Rachel Butler, Brian Butler, Francis
Bulow, Brenda Castile, Dolores Castro, Bonnie Caper, James Caper, Michael
Carey, Monica DiGiovanni, Janet Drobick, Vincent Felice, Barb Finn-Figliulo,
John Finili, Bradley Frank, Marcia Frank, Mary Ann Franson, Debbie Geren,
Bonnie Gondek, Jerry Grabowski, Kelly Hampton, Catherine Hansen, Natalie
Haran, Jeremiah Hartmann, Mary Ingala, Daniel Izzo, Richard Junge, Les
Kazmierczak, Sherley Keene, Joseph Kerke, Hattie Kerke, Claude Klimas, Diane
Klootwyk, Beverly Klosowski, Richard Kolovitz, Jan Kosmatine, Betty
Krizewicz, John Kurator, Joseph Kurczewski, Fr. Roger Kutzner, Jennifer Naril,
Dan Lahy, Chet Lockwood, Vernadine Lumpkin, Jay Lutsky, Shirley Lyons,
Terrence McKenna, Jack Manuszak, Robert Margalus, Jeanne Matug, Bill
Maynard, John McGeehan, Joelee McMaster, Thomas Meehan, Heidi Meekma,
Patty Melei, Janice Melisi, Ginny Meyer, Rich Milkeris, Ellie Mae Mueller, Angel
Munoz, Pat Murphy, Sue Murphy, Lisa Hunt Nichols, Jim Narel, Celine Narel,
Geraldine Nykaza, Catherine O’Donnell, Kenneth O’Gradney,  Callie Olson,
Bruce Omastiak, Matthew Orr, James Palermo, Bob and Jackie Pasqualoni,
Dorothy Peterson, Ed Polzin, Janelle Portman, Rosemary Purcell, Dave Racine,
Eileen Redican, Eduardo Reyes, Richard Reyling, Sean Rio, George Rohrer,
Judy Roque, Barbra Rusin, Joseph Santiago, Midge Saunders, William
Schlieman, Dan and Brenda Schmiedel, Diane Schoneich, Marie Shaw, Wendy
Sifuentes, Karen Singer, Barbara Smith, Brandon Smith, Phyllis Stanton,
Geoffrey Sullivan, Tom Sullivan, Joshua Swarez, Victor Tamosaitis, Terri Kelso-
Tamer, Tiffany Theresa, Marion Walles, Kathy Wereldsma, Leo Wilczek, Gladys
Weber Tim Weber, Jodie Weber, Jonathan Weber, Yvonne White, Dan Wolf,
Jerry Wolff, Karen Yaeger, Donald Zich   
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10  •  SCHOOL



11  •  YOUTH MINISTRY



12 •  ADULT FAITH FORMATION



13  •  RELIGIOUS EDUCATION



14  •  CHRISTIAN SERVICE
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16  •  PRO LIFE



17•  COMMUNITY LIFE
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Illinois
CatholicMatch.com/IL

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com              St. Mary Church, Mokena, IL              01-4183

A-Abel  
Roofing Inc.

- Windows - Doors
- Siding - Soffit/Fascia 
- Gutters

 
joconnor@aabelroofing.com

Parishioner
708-307-7303

John O’Connor



For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com              St. Mary Church, Mokena, IL              01-4183

Breakfast & Lunch

19709 Mokena Street
Mokena, IL 60448

Daily 6:00am - 2:00pm
708-478-6051

10120 191st Street
Mokena, IL 60448

Daily 6:00am - 3:00pm
708-478-0070

Start Your Day with the Freshest

Dine In • Carry Out • Catering • Delivery

Order Online @ www.eggcet.com

Gail & Dino Bastas, Parishioners

Maertinheating.com 
 708-479-9350

MAKING YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD AN 
ATTRACTIVE PLACE TO LIVE AND WORK.
ROOFING  •  SIDING  •  GUTTERS
SOFIT  •  FASCIA & MORE!

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

815-774-0900

www.ApekInc.com

Licensed • Bonded • Insured
Lic # 104.015809

Michael E. Kirsch, D.D.S.
1997 Alumni

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
8650 W. 159th St., Orland Park

(708) 460-1702
Eve. & Sat Hours Available • New Patients Welcome

VALID 6/25/24 THRU 8/31/26.

FEEDING FAMILIES AND THEIR TRADITIONS
FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION

LISA TANSEY
Serving 

Southwest Suburbs & 
Northwest Indiana

Licenses: 
IL: #475.162350

IN: #RB25000056

219.973.1057
lisa.tansey@compass.com

www.compass.com/agents/lisa-tansey

Lori Rimkus, Travel Advisor, Parishioner
708-790-1370 • BeTravelDestinations.com

Lori@BeTravelDestinations.com

• Family & Theme Park Vacations
• All-Inclusive Resorts
• River & Ocean Cruises
• Iconic Adventures: Safari,
 Alaska & Antarctica

708-995-5709
19200 S Lagrange Rd. Mokena, IL

www.myfamilydentalmokena.com

Dr. Matt Yurchak D.M.D.

Looking to buy or sell? Trust our results.
#1 TEAM

IN ORLAND PARK 
OFFICE

TOP 1%
OF REALTORS

IN ILLINOIS

OVER 200
HOMES SOLD
EVERY YEAR

DANIELLE MOY • Parishioner
708.466.4075 | dmoysellshomes@gmail.com

@properties® CHRISTIE’S
INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE
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Ed the Plumber 
Ed the Carpenter
708.652.1444
Best Work • Best Rates

PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

10343 W. Lincoln Hwy., Frankfort, IL
www.smilesbyburke.com

Call for a Free Consultation  
815-469-7150    

 

708-995-7256 
11041 Front St. • Mokena

Having trouble  
hearing the sermon? 

GIVE US A CALL!

Brett R Schaibley
Financial Advisor
20238 S La Grange Road
Frankfort, IL 60423
815-469-6315
Parishioner, school parent

brett.schaibley@edwardjones.com

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Memorial Chapels
Frankfort 815-806-2225 

New Lenox 815-485-3700 

Pre-Arrangement 815-462-6620

Not the biggest...Just the Best!

(708) 206-0896
19081 Old Lagrange Rd. •  Mokena
www.lorenzappliance.com

Richards Tile Installation
38 Years Experience

Bob Richards
Owner / Tilesetter

Custom Backsplashes & Shower Pans
Full Bath Remodeling

Free Estimates & Fully Insured
708.478.3477

       : richardstileinstallation

Serving Breakfast & Lunch • Open Daily 7am-3pm

Open on Christmas 7am - 2pm
814-464-0533

11400 W Lincoln Hwy, Mokena
$2 OFF any $20 Purchase
$3 OFF any $30 Purchase

	 • SIDING
	 • GUTTERS
	 • WINDOWS

(815) 485-1900
IL ROOFING LICENSE #104-019868

tripolisandsonsroofing.com

Please call us for a free quote.
(708)478-8780

Hours of Operation:

Monday – Friday, 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Full service, multi-

carrier, independent

insurance agency

offering personal,

business and life

insurance.

11000 Front Street, Mokena

Contact Jeff Hansen
jhansen@4LPi.com | (800) 950-9952 x2683

Landscaping 
Lawn Maintenance

Water Features 
Paver Patio & Walls
Landscape Lighting

(708) 479-2122 
19248 S. Blackhawk Pkwy.
Mokena, IL 60448
bernardins@bernardinslandscaping.com

Ed Pluchar 
Call or text: 

815-931-2279
ed@thepluchargroup.com

www.1percentres.comParishioner & Volunteer

Visit our New Express Location

$2.00 OFF 
ANY FULL ORDER OF SEAFOOD

$20.00 OFF 
ANY CATERING PACKAGE

19130 S 88th Ave. Mokena • 708 995-5298
www.franksshrimpandchicken.com

Now Open

BOB & TERESA KROLL
Full Time 

Selling Brokers
Over 2808 Homes SOLD 

FREE Market Analysis of your home

815-735-0749 
www.808Realty.net

• Test scores significantly above national norms
• 20% more class time than other local schools
• Differentiated instruction with 7:1 student to faculty ratio
• State of the art computer lab & SMART Boards in every classroom
• Award winning speech, drama, and chess programs
• Before and after school care • 3 year old PreK through 8th grade
• Classes in Spanish, Latin, Fine Arts, Logic, Nutrition, and more
• STEM Lab, Engineering & Robotics, Computer Science, and more
• Sacrament preparation in 2nd and 8th grades

19131 Henry Drive, Mokena

(708) 479-8988
www.noonanacademy.org

(Offer valid only on Sundays with bulletin, minimum purchase required)

www.thedockonfront.com  |  11116 Front Street, Mokena

Join us after Mass for Sunday brunch or dinner! Bring your 
church bulletin and receive $10 off your bill of $50 or more.

Sunday Special!

Private Event Room - For all occasions

We open Sunday at 10 AM. Proud parishioners.

(708) 995-5008
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