SAINT MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH

"Send, O Lord, Holy Apostles into Your Church."

OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE

ARE YOU
NOT THE
CHRIST?

LUKE 23:39

| — -

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 2025

19515 S. 115TH AVENUE, MOKENA, IL 60448 | 708-326-9300 | STMARYMOKENA.ORG



THE HOLY SACRIFICE OF THE MASS IS OFFERED:
DAILY MAss
8:00 a.m. Monday through Saturday, June - August

7:30 a.m. Wednesday from start of school year until May

*SATURDAY VIGIL MASS
5:00 p.m.
*SUNDAY MASSES
8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m.

THE PARISH OFFICE IS OPEN - DOOR #3
OFFICE HOURS:
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY
8:30 A.M.- 4:00 P.M.

PARISH DIRECTORY
Pastor: Fr. Joe Gasta
Parochial Vicar: Fr. Welbert Suarez

Deacons:

Deacon Peter Manning
Deacon John Rex
Deacon Kevin Plankinton
Deacon Dave Stanton
Parish Office:
Parish Secretary, Karen Dilger
Business Manager, Stephen J. Warunek

Maintenance Supervisor, Gerardo “Gerry” Iniguez

Morning Maintenance. Thomas Pritchard

Director of Faith Formation, Megan Murray

Assistant Director of Faith Formation, Danielle Kuboushek
Assistant Director to the Clergy/Program Coord., Erica Sestak
Director of Religious Education, Tami Brongiel

Assistant Director of Religious Education, Suzy Olsen

RE Office Assistant, Kathy Brzeszkiewicz

Directors of Liturgy, Deacon Pete Manning and John Brett
Director of Christian Service, Donna Hungerford

Director of Sacred Music, Joseph Berardi

Youth Minister, Matt Jung

Bulletin Editor, Cailin Valente

Funeral Coordinator, Susan Rizzo

Offertory and Database Administrator, Leticia Clark
Financial Secretary, Paula Perry

Sacristan, Zina Habib

DEVOTIONS:

DAILY ROSARY

7:30 a.m.

8:00 a.m. on Wednesdays from the start

of the school year until May

7:00 p.m. Wednesday Evenings
DAILY DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET; INFANT JESUS OF
PRAGUE

8:30 a.m.

8:00 a.m. on Wednesdays from the start

of the school year until May
LAUDS;

7:15 a.m. on Sunday mornings
ADORATION

Perpetual Adoration available at Old St. Mary.

Please contact the Parish Office for the code.

RECONCILIATION/CONFESSIONS:
Monday through Friday 7:00 a.m. —7:45 a.m.
Saturday 3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
First Saturdays 8:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.

708-326-9307 frjose@stmarymokena.org
708-326-9304 frwelbert@stmarymokena.org

708-326-9300 deaconpete@aol.com
708-326-9300 deaconjohn@stmarymokena.org
708- 326-9300 deaconkevin@stmarymokena.org
708-326-9300 deacondave@stmarymokena.org
708-326-9300 Parish Fax Number 708-326-9301
708-326-9305 secretary@stmarymokena.org
708-326-9309 swarunek@stmarymokena.org

708-326-9314 giniguez@stmarymokena.org
708-326-9314 tpritchard@stmarymokena.org
708-326-9313 mmurray@stmarymokena.org
708-326-9353 dkuboushek@stmarymokena.org
708-326-9355 esestak@stmarymokena.org
708-326-9356 tbrongiel@stmarymokena.org
708-326-9357 solsen@stmarymokena.org
708-326-9352 re@stmarymokena.org
708-326-9352 kbrez@stmarymokena.org
deaconpete@aol.com, jbrett@stmarymokena.org
708-326-9312 dhungerford@stmarymokena.org
708-326-9302 jberardi@stmarymokena.org
708-326-9354 mjung@stmarymokena.org
bulletin@stmarymokena.org
815-953-7228
708-326-9311 Iclark@stmarymokena.org
708-326-9310 pperry@stmarymokena.org
zhabib@stmarymokena.org

School Office:
School Secretary, Charlotte Catchings
School Principal, Michele Alday-Engelman
School Assistant Principal, Michelle Huizinga
Marketing & Enrollment, Danelle Bernas

708-326-9330

708-326-9332 office@stmarymokena.org

708-326-9348 mengelman@stmarymokena.org

708-326-9347 mhuizinga@stmarymokena.org
dbernas@stmarymokena.org

RCIA - Interested in becoming Catholic? Please contact the Director of Faith Formation at 708-326-9313.

BAPTISMS - Baptisms are usually scheduled the first and third Sunday of the month at 12:15 p.m. following 11:00 a.m. Mass. Please
contact the parish office to make arrangements for the baptismal preparation class.

MARRIAGES - Weddings need to be scheduled at least 6 months in advance upon approval of a priest. Remember to secure the
church date before the reception hall. Please stop in the parish office to begin this process.

REGISTRATION - New to St. Mary? Please stop in the parish office to complete our registration form or visit our website at
www.stmarymokena.org.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK - Please contact the parish office at 708-326-9300.




Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe

Monday, November 24

7:00 a.m. Confessions Cancelled
8:00 a.m. Mass (Church)

6:00 p.m. SPRED Meeting (Fatima)
6:30 p.m. Rosary (Church)

Tuesday, November 25

7:00 a.m. Confessions Cancelled

8:00 a.m. Mass (Church)

7:00 p.m. K of C Officer Meeting (Lourdes)

7:00 p.m. Scripture Study (Guadalupe)

7:30 p.m. Youth Ministry Bible Study (JP Il Room)

Wednesday, November 26

5:00 a.m. Fit Shepherds (Church Grounds)

7:00 a.m. Confessions Cancelled

7:30 a.m. Mass (Church)

9:00 a.m. Scripture Study (Guadalupe and Lourdes)
2:00 p.m. Daybreak Cooking (Kitchen)

Thursday, November 27

Happy Thanksgiving

7:00 a.m. Confessions Cancelled

8:00 a.m. Mass (Church)

8:30 a.m. Anniversary Blessing (Church)

Friday, November 28
7:00 a.m. Confessions
8:00 a.m. Mass (Church)

Saturday, November 29

7:00 a.m. Fit Shepherds (Church Grounds)
8:00 a.m. Mass (Church)

3:30 p.m. Confessions (Church)

5:00 p.m. Mass (Church)

Sunday, November 30

7:15 a.m. Lauds (Church)

8:00 a.m. Mass (Church)

9:30 a.m. Mass (Church)

11:00a.m. Mass (Church)

12:00p.m. OCIA Meeting (Lourdes)
6:00 p.m. Mass (Church)

6:00 p.m. Youth Ministry (Guadalupe)

, PRZY FOR THE
a7 A PROTECTION
OF THE UNBORN

()

IMPORTANT
ANNOUNCEMENTS

1) FATHER JOE AND FATHER WELBERT
WILL BE ON RETREAT THIS WEEK.

2) MORNING CONFESSIONS WILL BE
CANCELLED MONDAY-FRIDAY (11/24-11/28).

3) FRIDAY ADORATION FOR VOCATIONS WILL
BE CANCELLED ON FRIDAY (11/28).

4) MASS WILL STILL BE CELEBRATED AT
8:00 A.M. EVERY DAY THIS WEEK.

5) THE PARISH OFFICE WILL CLOSE AT NOON
THIS WEDNESDAY (11/26) AND REMAIN
CLOSED THE REST OF THE WEEK IN
OBSERVANCE OF THANKSGIVING. WE WILL
REOPEN NEXT MONDAY (12/1) AT 8:30 A.M.

ADVENT
CONFESSIONS

Wednesday, December 3rd
6:00 - 8:00 PM | St. Mary, Mokena
Prepare your soul to welcome

our Lord this Christmas by receiving
the Sacrament of Reconciliation.

Confessions will be heard by both
St. Mary’s and visiting priests.




Mass Intentions

Monday, November 24
8:00am: Bill Delladio

Tuesday, November 25

8:00am: Diana Nash, Beth Ragona, Mary Ann
Cullen, Remo DiVencenzo, Mary Marieta Pytlik, Bill
Dorans, Michelle Gleason, Joseph H. Tantillo

Wednesday, November 26
8:00am: Giulio Filippi

Thurday, November 27
8:00am: Helen Bienic,
Bill and Sandy Laude--50 th Wedding anniversary

Friday, November 28
8:00am: Vincent Sheridan

Saturday, November 29

8:00am: Joe and Bernie Kelso

5:00pm: Bob and Babe Podlasek, Carolyn Michalak,
Leonard Kuboushek, Ronald Skeld, Diane
Kavouriaris, The DiNaso family, Nanette Tantillo,
Joseph Marconi

Sunday, November 30

8:00am: Ercole and Innocenza Sturino
9:30am: Pat Knoerzer

11:00am: James G. Emerson

6:00pm: Nelle Hanley

PRAY FOR THE SICK

Dan Albrecht, Brett Anderson, Joe, Austin, Tammy Balamut, Lisa Barber, Lisa
Bernhard, Florence and Gino Bondi, Agnes Breslin, Alan Brown, Darlene
Broadhurst, Rachel Butler, Brian Butler, Francis Bulow, Brenda Castile, Dolores
Castro, Bonnie Caper, James Caper, Michael Carey, Monica DiGiovanni, Janet
Drobick, Vincent Felice, Barb Finn-Figliulo, John Finili, Bradley Frank, Marcia
Frank, Mary Ann Franson, Debbie Geren, Bonnie Gondek, Richard Grabenhofer,
Colleen Grabenhofer, Jerry Grabowski, Kelly Hampton, Natalie Haran, Emma
Harrison, Jeremiah Hartmann, Bobbie, Howie, Mary Ingala, Daniel 1zzo, Richard
Junge, Les Kazmierczak, Sherley Keene, Joseph Kerke, Hattie Kerke, Diane
Klootwyk, Beverly Klosowski, Richard Kolovitz, Jan Kosmatine, John Kurator,
Joseph Kurczewski, Fr. Roger Kutzner, Jennifer Naril, Dan Lahy, Andy Lihosit,
Chet Lockwood, Vernadine Lumpkin, Jay Lutsky, Shirley Lyons, Terrence
McKenna, Jack Manuszak, Robert Margalus, Jeanne Matug, Bill Maynard, John
McGeehan, Joelee McMaster, Thomas Meehan, Heidi Meekma, Janice Melisi,
Ginny Meyer, Rich Milkeris, Isabella Miller, Angel Munoz, Pat Murphy,
Sue Murphy, Lisa Hunt Nichols, Jim Narel, Celine Narel, Geraldine Nykaza,
Kenneth O’Gradney, Irene Okoniewski, Callie Olson, Bruce Omastiak, Matthew
Orr, Bob and Jackie Pasqualoni, Ed Polzin, Janelle Portman, Rosemary Purcell,
Dave Racine, Eileen Redican, Eduardo Reyes, Sean Rio, George Rohrer, Judy
Roque, Barbra Rusin, Joseph Santiago, Midge Saunders, William Schlieman,
Dan and Brenda Schmiedel, Diane Schoneich, Marie Shaw, Wendy Sifuentes,
Karen Singer, Barbara Smith, Brandon Smith, Phyllis Stanton, Geoffrey Sullivan,
Tom Sullivan, Joshua Swarez, Victor Tamosaitis, Terri Kelso-Tamer, Tiffany
Theresa, John Turas, Judy Turas, Marion Walles, Kathy Wereldsma Leo Wilczek,
Tim Weber, Jodie Weber, Jonathan Weber, Dan Wolf, Jerry Wolff, Diana Woods,
Karen Yaeger, Kathleen Yonker

May God grant them healing!

God Bless Our
New Parishioners

The Burnson family,
The Cozzi family,

The Kendall family

Leonard Kezis, Patricia Kozma,
Gerald Everson, Richard Lyman
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%E»ter‘nal rest grant unto them and let
ﬁ perpetual light shine upon them!

Almighty God, watch over and protect our
nation’s military members and
their families. Take them into your most gracious
protection. Amen.

SSG Jarred Andras, ARNG
PFC Jenson Andras, USMC
Capt Lukasz Bokun, ANG
Lt Col Joseph A. Budzyn, USAF
TSgt Loretta Caplinger, USAF
E3 Colette Gagen, USN
ET2 Nicholas Gambino, USCG
PFC Noah Genz, USA
CPT Andrew Jacobs, USA
MIDN lsabella Judeh, USMMA
CPT Kevin Kelly, USA
PV3 Devin Klinger, USA
Cpl John P. Morrison, USMC
Sgt Cody Nicks, USAF
PO3 John O'Brien Nolan, USN
MAJ Steven Pieczynski, USAF

SSG August Pintarro, USA
PFC Joshua Poplin, USA
E-3 Sydney Quatrochi, USAF
Cpl Ryan J. Schwartz, USMC
MA3 Greg Siegmund, USN
CPT David Skrzypiec, USAR
LT Kevin Skrzypiec, USN
Sgt Luke Swiatek, USMC
LCDR Nicholas Swiatkowski, USNR
Maj Jennifer Tenumah, USAF
CPT Vincent R. Teodoro, USA
Cpl Blanton Vego, USMC
PO3 John David Villasefior, USN
MAJ Bryan Welch, USA
MMN3 Peter Weygandt, USN
CPT Christopher Zolner, USA

IF YOU WOULD LIKE THE NAME OF SOMEONE CURRENTLY SERVING
IN THE MILITARY PUBLISHED HERE, PLEASE EMAIL THEIR
NAME, RANK, AND BRANCH OF SERVICE TO BOB CORNEJO,
BCORNEJOeSTMARYMOKENA.ORG.

THANK YOU.



From Your Pastor

My dearest parishioners,

| greet you with love and peace in the name of Jesus!

A month ago, | wrote in the bulletin about how important it is to stay for the final blessing before leaving
church. | mentioned that the Mass is not truly complete without the blessing and dismissal. Those last
moments are not just a formality; they remind us that we are being sent out to bring Christ’s presence into
the world. The final blessing seals the grace we have received and sends us forth as witnesses of God’s love.

Recently, someone asked me: Father, when is someone really considered late for Mass? That’s a wonderful
question, one that helps us think more deeply about what the Holy Mass really means. While the Church
doesn’t give an exact rule or certain number of minutes to define being late, we have to understand that we
must come to worship God with our whole heart and take part in the entire celebration from the opening sign
of the cross to the final blessing.

The Mass is one sacred act of worship: we listen to God’s Word, we pray together, and we receive the
precious gift of the Eucharist. If we arrive a bit late because of something truly unavoidable, the Lord surely
understands. But if coming late becomes a habit, or if we often miss important parts of the Mass, especially
the liturgy of the word or the liturgy of the eucharist, it's good to take a step back and ask how we can do
better. Coming a few minutes early gives us a chance to quiet our hearts, to pray, and to prepare ourselves to
meet the Lord. Let us not just attend Mass but be truly present to the mystery of God’s love happening
before us.

Today, as we celebrate the Solemnity of Christ the King, we are reminded that Jesus is not just a figure from
the past. He is our king, our Lord, and the center of our lives. If we truly believe this, then our Sunday worship
should reflect it. We give our best to our King: our time, our reverence, our attention, and our hearts. Think
about how we attend a concert or watch a movie. We make sure to arrive early because we don’t want to miss
a single moment. How much more should we want to be on time for the greatest event on earth, which is the
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, where Jesus our King offers Himself for us?

As we honor Christ our king today, let us renew our desire to give Him our very best in prayer, in worship, and
in how we live each day. May every Mass we attend be our heartfelt declaration: Christ, you are my King, my
time, and my heart. My life belongs to You.

Send, O Lord, Holy Apostles into Your Church!

With love in Christ,

Fr. Joe Gasta, RCJ
Pastor




DIOCESE OF JOLIET

VOCATIONS OFFICE

This is Part 3 in a 3-part series of columns on the importance of your help in the formation of new priests

The impact of formation into priesthood

BY FR. STEVEN BORELLO
DIRECTOR OF VOCATIONS
DIOCESE OF JOLIET

When someone asks me what the
seminary is, | liken it to a garden bed which
takes the seeds of a vocation to the priest-
hood, plants them in rich and nutritious
soil, provides them with the necessary sun,
moisture, and darkness so that the seed
can grow and bear much fruit. It provides
a space to remove the weeds of human
weakness and protect the vocation from
the buffets of the storms and winds that
come with life.

I see this in my own experience of
formation. When | began seminary after
my four years at the University of lllinois,
where | studied chemical engineering, |
thought | had my life together and knew a
thing or two. What | discovered living with
150 other men was that | was embarking
upon a journey to grow in honesty with
myself, my heart, and God. One day on
retreat, | was telling God | wanted to be
a great priest, and He responded, ‘then
you must know what people are feeling
and experiencing’ | told him | did, and He
gently corrected me and said, ‘to do that,
you must know what you are feeling and

experiencing!

| didn't know
that | had closed off
my heart to love of
my neighbor due
to all the bullying
I encountered in
grade school. | was
usually angry, but
wouldn't let anyone
see it, except when | exploded. | didn't trust
people.

In seminary, a space was created to
assist me in being honest with myself, my
heart and God about the pain and betray-
als of life. It gave me a space to avail myself
to counseling, spiritual direction and good
friendships which helped me grow, heal,
and forgive. The beautiful fruit of this time
was that | grew in a genuine love for my
brother and all who | would be called to
serve in the Church as a priest.

It was through the generosity of the
Diocese of Joliet faithful that | was able to
attend seminary. | invite you to prayerfully
ask the Holy Spirit, how he might be invit-
ing you to support our current seminarians
in their formation to the priesthood.

God Bless you and be assured of my
prayers for you.

A second collection for the education

and formation of our future priests

VOCATIONS.DIOJOLIET.ORG

ABOUT FR. BORELLO

Fr. Steven Borello is a priest of the
Diocese of Joliet currently serving as the
Director of Vocations.

Fr. Steven grew up in Glen Ellyn, Illi-
nois, and is the oldest of 4 children.

He attended the University of lllinois
in Champaign-Urbana where he studied
chemistry and chemical engineering.

While there, he received a call to the
seminary to discern the priesthood.

He received his Bachelors in Theology
and Masters of Divinity from Mundelein
Seminary and was ordained a priest for
the Diocese of Joliet in 2011.

He first served as an associate pastor
at Notre Dame Parish in Clarendon Hills
and was then transferred to Saints Peter
and Paul Parish in Naperville in June of
2014.

In August of 2015, he began serving
at St. John Vianney College Seminary as
a spiritual director, director of human
formation, and instructor to over 120
men discerning a priestly vocation.

He returned to the Diocese of Joliet in
August 2018 to begin as the Director of
Vocations.
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SEMINAR

This weekend, St. Mary is taking up a Second Collection for Seminarian Education. Your
gifts will support the formation of seminarians preparing to serve as our parish priests.

The Diocese of Joliet currently has been blessed with 27 men discerning vocations to the
priesthood through seminary formation. Gifts to the Second Collection are being
invested in an endowed fund to ensure the Diocese can balance the cost of seminarian
education -- $53,900 a seminarian per year -- with other ministries essential to the
Church’s mission.

Please show your gratitude for those who have answered the Lord’s call and prayerfully
reflect on how you can best help support their formation with a gift. You may place
your completed Second Collection envelope in the collection basket or drop it off at the
Parish Office. If you are writing a check, please make it payable to St. Mary Parish.

To learn more about this campaign or make a gift online, scan this QR code with your
smart phone:
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Loaks

ave now available!

The Little Blue Books used for
short, daily Advent reflections are

now available in the Narthex.

Each meditation will bring you

closer to our Lord during this

liturgical season.

November 29 - November 30: First Sunday of Advent

.Saturday, 5:00 PM | Sunday, 8:00 AM | Sunday, 9:30 AM | Sunday, 11:00 AM | Sunday, 6:00 PM
Lactor Pamela DeGregorio | Midge Saunders | Greg Harper Sean Gleason Bob Jostes

Ted Kopczynski Alice Wierzbinski | Kathy Harper Art Wilson

Mary Ann Braasch Joan Aust Roger Brown Michael Crowley Karen Haugh
Eucharistic | Ted Kopczynski Robert Rafferty Michael Dilger Joanne Eckel Robert Koch
Minister John Mitoraj Susan Rizzo Joanette Kulesa | Bob Meyers James Nowak

Sue Murphy Nancy Santry Pam Sanders NOT FILLED

Seamus McGarry Jillian Ferin Silas Kuboushek | Natalie Galka Allison Eiden
Altar S . Charleigh Widelski David Heitman Theo Kuboushek | Ryan Gross Caitlin Eiden

arSever 1 scarlett Widelski NOT FILLED Lucas Pilon NOT FILLED Gretchen Eiden

NOT FILLED NOT FILLED Noah Pilon NOT FILLED

Mary Ann Braasch Chris Cichowicz | John Delladio Ed Dorey Gabriella Carens

Jim Grady Ed Dorey Ed Dorey William Farhat Linda Drake

Maurice Helm Rich Gavillet Joanette Kulesa | David Larson Maggie Knable
Usher Mark Miron Roy Mueller Jim Kulesa Sandra Tome NOT FILLED

James Palermo Diane Mucia Gladys Weber

Tom Siemieniec Phllip Sparacino

Joe Toman
G Mary Ann Braasch Denise Mueller Ed Dorey Ed Dorey Ed Dorey

reeter .
Linda Drake

Live Stream Eugene Satrun

Serving God as an Altar Server is a wonderful way for a child to grow in faith as well as in responsibility,
friendship, and other virtues. At St. Mary, we are blessed with an amazing team of Altar Servers. We thank
you for giving up your time to serve the Lord and St. Mary. We also thank our wonderful team of Lectors,
Eucharistic Ministers, Ushers, Greeters, and Live Streamers for their dedication and outstanding service.

If you are assigned and are unable to serve, please request a substitute via the Scheduler.



Saint Mary FIT
MEN’S MINISTRY \"ANSHEPHERDS

All men are invited to join us for our next meeting

SATURDAY, DECEMBERG6 FIT SHEPHERDS AIMS TO
A p@PE A PRES”@ENT HAVE EVERY MAN IN OUR
The extraordinary story of the partnership between COMMUNITY BE IN THE
Pope John Paul Il and President Ronald Reagan BEST PHYSICAL AND
and how their bond helped confront the SPIRITUAL SHAPE OF

great evil of 20th Century Soviet Communism. THEIR LIVES.

Fit Shepherds are formed through
Q? Demanding workouts
" & Fraternity
" Discipleship

A Fit Shepherd wants to model his life after

8am Mass - 10:30am the Good Shepherd, Jesus Christ.
St. Mary, Mokena
Church Hall

Breakfast served--RSVPs encouraged!

SMPmensministry@gmail.com

Giving

Exodus 90 is a ninety-day program for men.|  Support our ministries this fall

through faithful generosity.
The main reason men make an Exodus is this: & & ty

they want to grow. Online Giving
Closer to God, their spouse, children, and The Offertory for Give your
friends. Closer to that man that God has called November 16th gift today.

them to be. will be shared Scan the QR
in the next bulletin.

We begin on January 5, 2026!

To learn more or join other men from Budget $34,000

Thank you so much for your

St. Mary Parish, email Kyle at generosity!

kyle.r.dodge@gmail.com
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YouTtH MINISTRY

Youth Ministry Upcoming Events

Groduoting 8" Gruders through
Groduating High School Seniors ore
able to sign up und join us for un
incredible weekend of faith,
ndoration, and community with
thousunds of teens from across the
midwest.

June 26" -28th
Benedictine Univserity
Lisle, IL

Next Junior High High School
estings Bible Study

Dec. 4th Christmas Plll'tv Weekly on Tuesday Nights 7:30-

Sthool Cofeteria, 6:00-7:30pm us virtually if you can’t moke it in
o ) person.

Contact Youth Minister, Matt Jung, with any questions.

mjung@stmarymokeno.org

Youth Ministry



ApuLt FAITH 1

1:1 Series
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Do you love your Catholic faith? Let’s talk about it!
Join parishioners from around the Diocese of Joliet
for a chance to practice sharing your faith!

. Fill Jesus’ Manger With Good'“;brks
> This Christmas!

Take a piece of paper from the basket in the narthex
and read your challenge! Once you have completed
your good work, place a cotton ball in the manger so
Jesus has a nice warm manger to be born in!

disciples. This means that we are meant to transform people into followers of Christ — people who know,
= e love, and serve Him. But we must first make sure that we are followers of Christ, so that we are able to
‘astoral Letter for the People .3 3 3 . - . . . -
" e Diecess ot saties ¢ share Him with others. How are we to do this? Bishop Hicks provides us with five simple ways:

1) Conversion: Bishop Hicks explains that Conversion is a particular 4) Commission: At the end of Mass, we “are sent forth to bring the
moment “when you realize that God is real and not just a theory.” fruits of the Eucharist to the world.” More than just saying that

" In his first pastoral letter “Make,” Bishop Ronald Hicks encourages all of us to embrace the calling to make
&% MAKE

Conversion is a change of mind and heart. where we truly believe the Mass is over. we are called to live our lives and to do good
in Christ and are intentional about following Him. works in Christ’s name.
2) Confession: The Sacrament of Confession is God's way of bringing 9) Prayer: This is our way of communicating with God. It is more
us back to Him. By going to Confession, we are able to receive than a chore to check off of a list. It is "the heartbeat of our whole
Christ's grace and "live freely as beloved children of God.” journey to live in union with Jesus.” comvinson 2 | conression

3) Communion: The Eucharist is the Body lood., Soul, and Divinity

&y | commuon - B | commumon

With Prayer as the unifying bond, Conversion, Confession, Communion, and Commission become a cycle to follow, which
motivates us to preach the Gospel and “to shine the light of the Gospel for all to see.” Bishop Hicks writes that we do not

need to travel far to do this - that we can share the Gospel with people in our own families, workplaces, and local
communities, and, in doing so, make disciples.

In order to do this and make others into disciples, however, we must first make ourselves into
disciples. Make time for God - for prayer, for Mass, for the Eucharist. When we make our
world centered on God, it becomes easier to live as examples for others to follow. We then can
make disciples by “being on fire with love for Jesus,” and by sharing that love with others in all
that we do.

We encourage you to download and read the entirety of Bishop
Hick’'s new pastoral letter, MAKE, to discover how to live as a et
disciple and help make other disciples in your community. MAKE.d |OJOI|et.O rg
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BY CANDLELIGHT d
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11

6:00 - 8:30 PM
- St. Mary Mokena Church Hall

Join us for an elegant evening filled with fellowship, reﬂectlon,
and food as we prepare our hearts to embrace the season of
Advent and greet Christmas with true readiness.

Doors open at 6pm. The evening includes live instrumental music, a
special Advent reflection, and time for enjoying the company of

friends, new and old.
Included are hors d'oeuvres, wine, and a dessert buffet.

Tickets are $25, available at

www.stmarymokena.org/advent
and in the parish office. Space is limited and no tickets will be sold
at the door. Questions may be directed to Danielle,
dkuboushek@stmarymokena.org.

Hostesses and bakers will be needed to make this evening a success!
Please contact Michelle Sullivan (815) 995-0480 to decorate a table or
Maria Kavanaugh (815) 280-3909 to bring dessert.
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St. Mary Parish & dchool

. Collaboratlvz Cookbook

———

Please join us in creating the first annual Parish & School
Collaborative Cookbook by sharing your favorite recipes.

Submit your recipes through one of the following: EI A El
e Online: https://forms.office.com/r/cSaxX39L9Wd

e Email*: Tracy Lendi at tracylendi@me.com.
* Drop Off * : At the Parish or School Office to “Tracy E
Lendi/Parish School Collaborative Cookbook™.

*For Email & Drop Off, fill out the bottom of this form and include with your submission.

Submissions Due by: December 12, 2025

Questions? Call or email Tracy Lendi at 630-290-7059 or at tracylendi@me.com.

Cookbooks will be available for ordering in January 2026.

Recipg Submission Form

First & Last Name:

Phone #: Email Address:

Please include my name with the recipe: [0 Yes [J No
What makes this recipe special to you? (ex: Does it remind you of good times? Is it your

favorite?)

What is the ethnicity of the recipe? (e.g., Italian, German, Irish, Mexican, etc?)

Is this recipe specific to any dietary restrictions? [J Gluten-Free [J Peanut-free

[J Low sugar or salt [J Keto [J Other:




RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 14

Advent Service
Opportunity

Qeligious Ed

e Collecting NEW P3Js size 6+ AND a new
or gently used book for kids

* Please drop off your donations at the

RE office inside door 3 by Dec 15th

(unwrapped)

708-326-000 re@stmarymokena.org

HERE’S HOW:

Pray for them
1 ~+ Pullaname from the jar

as they prepare in the narthex;it will have
lo become the date of their Raffle will run froms:
fully initiated Confirmation Nov 10- Feb 15, 2026
: > « Pray with their name as
into ”’(‘ often as possible with RAFFLE PRIZES INCLUDED:
Catholic Church [ Fi ZE - $1,0
any prayer you prefer
(rosary, novena, etc)
« Write thema personal
‘note to be given to them Tickets .
Sponsored by on the day of their available in
the Religious | (jonﬁmaﬁon the R.E.
Education (Note cards are Office
Office available in the R.E.

office if yowd prefer.)



CHRISTIAN SERVICE

o &

Chtistmas Gofe Drave

% The Christmas Giving Trees will be in the narthex soon!

® Takea tag and purchase a gift for someone in need.

Bring your new, wrapped gift back to the Church Hall during the
Christmas Gift Drive, December 6 & 7

All gifts will be picked up on Sunday, December 7th at 12:00 noon!
Please don't be late!

Questions? Contact Donna Hungerford
dhungerford@gmail.com
(708)-326-9312

Watch the St. Mary Website
for student service hours
opportunities!!

There are now two
St. Mary Blessing Pantries!

HAPPY THANKSGIVING' They are located just South of the front

door of the parish, next to the parking lot.
To all of our incredible volunteers who If you would like to donate non-perishable

make such a difference by touching the food items, please drop them off at the
lives of others, we are so thankful for you! Parish Office. Be sure to check that they

Ministers of Care, Homebound Helpers, LBV LD LS

Daybreak Cooks and Servers, Bereavement
Support and all who step up to help in so
many ways, a sincere THANK YOU.

May God bless you all!

#MHMO/ZC{
Y 1S &\

15
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URGENT Prayer to

Contact Governor Pritzker and urge him to VETO SB QIFady of ‘Cuadalipe for-Justice

1950 - Legalizing Assisted Suicide Most merciful mother, you came
to tell us of your compassion
through St. Juan Diego, whom
you called the littlest and dearest
of your sons. Give your strength
and protection to all who live in
poverty today, especially the

young elderly and vulnerable.

At 254 AM on October 31, the Illinois State Senate narrowly passed SB 1950. The
Illinois State House narrowly passed the Bill in the Spring. This Bill is now on the
Governor's desk. This is the last chance to stop assisted suicide from becoming law
in Illinois.

In Canada, where assisted suicide has been legal since 2016, 1 In 20 deaths are now
due to assisted suicide/euthanasia Too many are giving up on life under this law

Please CALL GOVERNOR PRITZKER at 312.814.2121 and inform him Plead for them to the Father,
that they might experience the
«People with disabilities, the poor and marginalized fear coercion and abuse Divine Love tangibly in their daily lives. and that all

under assisted suicide laws. Eas :
«Suicide rates increase in states where assisted suicide is legal, especially who work for justice on behalf of the poor might grow

among veterans in fortitude and humility.
«There is a possible cost savings to insurance companies as they can provide . . .
cheaper lethal drugs instead of lifesaving treatments. In these ways, manifest your charity and concern in

our lives, that the weeping of humanity may be
heard, and all our suffering, pain, and misfortune

b fore-malllnks or call the Govemor's office directlyat | 5y he filled with divine comfort and healing.

312.814.2121
May we always know the peace of being in the
cradle of your arms, and bring us safely home to

Read the Catholic Conference of lllinois' statement on the Passage of Assisted your Son, Jesus.
Suicide legislation: https.//www.ilcatholic.org/stop-assisted-suicide/

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION & RESOURCES:

Amen.

‘First Do No Harm" Go to the USCCB's Catholic Conference of Illinois about assisted
suicide, including a FAQ, prayers, a Novena and more

JCIN THE ST. MARY PRC LIFE CCMMITTEE

CHRISTMAS CARCLING

IN FRCNT OF
PLANNED PARENTHCGD IN FLOCSSMCGCR
MCNCAY, CECEMBER 8TH
BRINGING LIGHT TC A CARK PLACE!

4:30 CHRISTMAS CARCLS

(HCT CHOCCCLATE & CCCKIES WILL BE

AVAILABLE)

51 3:0MPIM TR RIO STA'R Y
WITH ST. MARY MEN FCOR LIFE

6:30 P.M. FCCDC ANC FELLCWSHIP

! AURELIC'S IN HCMEWCCPD

TC TBLUE@STMARYMOCKENA.CRG
BY CECEMBER 3RD.

i




ComMmmuNniITY LIFE

The Council of Catholic Women KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

The next Officer Meeting will be
Tuesday, November 25 at 7:00 p.m. in
the Church Hall, Lourdes Room

The next Council Meeting will be
CCW CHRISTMAS PARTY Tuesday, December 9 at 7:00 p.m.
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 4 in the Church Hall, Guadalupe Room

Aurelio’s in Frankfort
6:00 p.m.— 8:30 p.m.
Cost is $25.00
Members are asked to bringa NEW Secret Santa Gift
valued at $20.00 or more.

K of C Christmas Party
Saturday, December 14th in the Church Hall

Pictures with Santa
after Masses December 14 & 15

) in the Church Hall
The next General Meeting

will be Thursday, January 15 at 6:30 p.m. in the

Church Hall, Guadalupe Room Blood Drive, Thursday, December 18 from
1:00 p.m.— 7:00 pm n the Church Hall.

Prayer Shawl Ministry _}W

« Do you enjoy knitting, crocheting, or sewing?

o Would you like to be a part of a Ministry helping The YOUhg at Heart Club
those stricken with cancer, chronic conditions, or
other situations by providing them with a prayer
shawl!?

We invite you to join our group!

Wednesday, December 3
Victorian Christmas Carolers/Lunch
Jacob Henry Mansion in Joliet
Our next meeting will be Monday,
December 8th in the Church Hall

Fatima Room 9:00 a.m. -10:00 a.m.

Wednesday, December 17
Christmas Party at Ballagio Ristorante

Contact Marla Garbarczyk for information

Prayer shawls for the ill, homebound and grieving are
like receiving a “hug” from God. If you would like to
give one to someone special you are welcome to
choose from a wide variety of colors and sizes at the
Parish office front desk.

Visit the St. Mary website for more
information or just come to one of
our meetings. We are especially in
need of sewers!

17



HAPPY

Thanksgiving is a time to count our

blessings, and you're one of them. Happy

Thanksgiving.

(|
Thomas L. Murphy, P.C.

9500 Bormet Dr., Ste. 103 « Mokena

« Wills & Trusts « Probate
« Estate Planning * Real Estate

(708) 403-5500

MARCO CASO
REALTOR®  Parishioner
Cell (708) 220-7826
PCaso@ColdwellHomes.com
) www.PCaso ColdwellHomes com

13 E Lincoln Highway ]
New Lenox, IL 80451 =

FAMILY

[ coLowLL mankeR | 2545

Quality Work — Reasonable Prices

DENMMIS

PLUNMBING
& SEWER

s FREE
" AD DESIGN

with purchase

of this space
Ask for a

PARISHIONER
DISCOUNT

Lick 055-844826

708.420.0806 =35

vww.demmisplumbing.com

sy

catholicmatch’
lliNnOIs
CatholicMatch.com/IL

708-995-5709
19200 S Lagrange Rd. Mokena, IL
www.myfamilydentalmokena.com

DENTAL =
\4
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“Let the children come to me,
and do not prevent them;

for the kingdom of heaven
belengs to such as these.” -Jesus

To St. Mary Parishioners:

We are so grateful for how welcoming
you are to our families with young children.
Please don't underestimate
the power of a simple affirmation, smile,
or word of encouragement
to those around you after mass.

To the Parents of our Young Parishioners:
Thank you for bringing your growing family to
celebrate with us! Know that you are welcome to
sit toward the front where it's easier to see and
hear and we encourage you to quietly explain
the parts of the Holy Mass to your child. If you
feel you must go to the narthex with your chil

please come back!

k&

Corporate « Home « Special Event
Catering 10-1,000
708-995-6082
19901 S. Wolf Rd. « Mokena
(next to Clancy’s)
FratellosCatering.com [ f]

Dr. Matt Yurchak D.M.D.

Full service, multi-
carrier, independent
insurance agency
offering personal,
business and life
insurance.

The Insurance House, Inc.
Please call us for a free quote.

(708)478-8780

Hours of Operation:
Monday — Friday, 8:30 a.m. — 4:30 p.m.

11000 Front Street, Mokena

Thask You For Your Patronage

PEPPER MILL
FAMILY RESTAURANT
Open 7 Days
- Breakfast

« Lunch
« Dinner

708.478.8748

19137 S. Wolf Rd., Mokena
www.PepperMillMokena.com

Catholic
Calendar

Senior
Discount

10% 5

Fill every month
with faith!

Order Yours Today! »

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952  www.4lpi.com

St. Mary Church, Mokena, IL C 4C 01-4183



DOES YOUR NONPROFIT g, . concr

a mm NEWSLETTER
s <32

ORGANIZATION NEED
A NEWSLETTER?

Engaging, ad-supported
print and digital newsletters
to reach your community.

b

T

) EggCetera

CAFE

Breakfast & Lunch

19709 Mokena Street
Mokena, IL 60448
Daily 6:00am - 2:00pm
708-478-6051

10120 191st Street
Mokena, IL 60448
Daily 6:00am - 3:00pm

708-478-0070

& g

Scan to
contact us!

Visit Ipicommunities.com

Start Your Day with the Freshest

Dine In ¢ Carry Out * Catering * Delivery
Order Online @ www.eggcet.com

Gail & Dino Bastas, Parishioners

LENTRAL
SOD FARMS, INC.

Wholesale « Retail

MAERTIN

At Rte. 30 (Lincoln Hwy.) & Harlem

708.720.2222

Maertinheating.com
708-479-9350

Frankfort

ParishesOnline.com

Masstimes.org provides

the most accurate liturgy
data in the U.S,, and we are
grateful for their partnership.

TRIPOINT
FINANCIAL

e inpointhindlz com

Norm & Currie DeFranco

773.540.9506

"- Ber ma --o .
« Famddy Owned and Oporated since 1958+ On p
FEEDING FAMILIES AND THEIR TRADITIONS
FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION

Come visit Coputo’s now in Orland Pork!

|

with this coupon’*

ghVE
~ 25,00
o

urchase of $50 or more

*Excludes liquor, sales tax, lottery, wine
grapes, gift card purchases and all advertised
sale items. Coupon must be present at time
of ?ulchase. Limit 1. Coupon cannot be
duplicated. Coupon is redeemable only at:
Angelo Capute's 11333 W, 150th St Orland Park IL 60467

® VALID 6/25/24 THRU 8/31/26.

P

PLU #10087

associateses

www.oa-ltd.com

entrust your smile to...
U‘ '| orthodontic

D. Spencer Pope, 0Ds, Ms
.(r“"n! ‘mmﬂ sma“ Board (er1i_fia_é_ﬂrlhndnnl_ist
with the Lastest Technology L warvd
19815 GOVERNORS HWY, #1 | FLOSSMOOR, IL 60422 | (708) 799-0060
311 ALANA DR. | NEW LENOX, IL 60451 | (815) 462-3232

®

Visit our
Frankfort clinic:

Family medicine
Oncology
Physical Therapy
Diagnostic
services

and more!

23120S.
LaGrange Road

(815) 464-5440

— RIVERSIDE

HEALTHCARE

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952  www.4lpi.com

MAKING YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD AN
ATTRACTIVE PLACE TO LIVE AND WORK.

ROOFING ¢ SIDING ¢ GUTTERS A,r-'P"E\K
| l!‘ “I\i' : .i i

SOFIT « FASCIA & MORE!
CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

815-774-0900

: 15% OFF |

I forParishioners !
k od

www.Apekinc.com
(cwproperties | CHRISTIE'S
MOY GROUP

#25 Top small teams in the United States, Ranked by Sides (Real Trends Verified)

Danielle Moy
Real Estate Broker
Parishioner

#1 Agent in Tinley Park

(708) 466-4075
dmoysellshomes@gmail.com
15833 S. La Grange Rd. ¢ Orland Park

2 B

Over 200 Homes Sold Every Year
Over 380 Five Star Reviews on Zillow

e —

INTERSTATE
G500 WHSTSI St o~

Suite 9
Mokena, IL 60448

708-479-4500
Monday-Friday 8-5
Saturday 9-11

ibs.centralchicago@gmail.com - interstatebatteries.com

Kathleen Creswell Cunningham, Attorney At Law
REAL ESTATE * WILLS * TRUSTS * ESTATES

ET' 19201 S. LaGrange Rd., Suite 205, Mokena
Ay

info @ crosstownlegal.com
CROSS TOWN LEGAL 208.478.9700

St. Mary Church, Mokena, IL B 4C 01-4183



McMahon Painting
& Decorating

INTERIOR » EXTERIOR
RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL

Exterior Interior

+ Cedar Siding +Wallpaper Removal
* Caulking * Drywall Repair

* Power Washing* Faux Finishing

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE, CALL BRIAN MCMAHON

(708) 478-3419 « Parishioner
References Available

SOLACE
Hospice and
Palliative Care, Inc.
847-250-5036
solacehospicepci.com

Serving Your Community

10I Mobility

Experts in Mobility and Accessibility Solutions

We sell, service,
and install:

STAIR LIFTS
PORCH LIFTS
RAMPS

HOME
ELEVATORS

Parishioner

708.968.1250

LORENZ

Not the biggest...Just the Best!
(708) 206-0896
19081 Old Lagrange Rd. + Mokena
www.lorenzappliance.com

@ KurTZz

Memorial Chapels
Frankrort 815-806-2225
New Lenox 815-485-3700

Pre-Arrancement 815-462-6620

New Patient Exam
$60 with X-Rays*
* Back/Neck/Joint Pain
* Headaches/Jaw Pain
* Sports Injuries -
* Pre-and Post-Natal Care ._',‘(

o
Dr. Kari Schmidt Carroll, DC, MS
11124 Front Street | Mokena, IL
(708) 478-9850

P TRl

healthsourcechiro.com

Pt e e et

L ;
/.
GIVE US A CALL!

@ AUDIOLOGIC

B I

708- 995 7256

11041 Front St. « Mokena

A C
B - || Ed the Plumber ST T
ward Jones 3  Inc.
Ed the Carpenter R
708.652.1444 o0 ey
Schedule your et Bt et

retirement
review today

Brett R Schaibley
Financial Advisor
20238 S La Grange Road
Frankfort, IL 60423
815-469-6315

Parishioner, school parent

brett.schaibley@edwardjones.com

edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Best Work -« Best Rates
PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

MARrK WIECLAW, LM, ANA,CCC, CSNS, ILNA
- OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE -

815-814-3038  acoinj@gmail.com

ROBERT J. HUGUELET JR.
P.C.

ATTORNEY AT

)11}

10749 Winterset Drive * Orland Park

LAW ]

708-226-9500

rjh@rjhugueletlaw.com
www.rjhugueletlaw.com

* Estate Planning ¢ Business Succession Planning
* Probate * Real Estate

Ed Pluchar &

ts. Erica Miklaszewski

Sell Smarter, Keep More.
www.1percentres.com
Call or text: 815-931-2279

Local. Faithful. Committed.

Elws

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here
and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME
Jeff Hansen

jhansen@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x2683

el eSS

Theraputic Massage
Scalp and Foot Therapy
15% Parishioner Discount

Sied Siwse

7214 W. Benton Drive, Frankfort, IL 60423 . 773-640-2546

CENTURY 21
Pride Realty |
www.sold21.com

BOB & TERESA KROLL

Full Time Selling Brokers
Over 2700 Homes SOLD
(708) 609-2027

Open 7 Days 6 am - 4 pm

20594 S. LaGrange Rd.
815.469.7530

lumespancakehouse.com

HEAD &
FOOT SPA . HANDYMAN
" SERVICE
» PAINTING - CARPENTRY
« PLUMBING - ELECTRICAL
AND MUCH MORE...
Richanrda tile Installation NO JOB TOO SMALL

38 Years Experience
Bob Richards

il
Il Owner [ Tilesetter PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

708.925.3060

BURKE

ORTHODONTICS

Custom Backsplashes & Shower Pans
Full Bath Remodeling
Free Estimates & Fully Insured
708.478.3477

{: richardstileinstallation

maple house

i
[

[

[
Serving Breakfast & Lunch !

Open Daily 7am-3pm :
814-464-0533 i

11400 W Lincoln Hwy, Mokena :
0

0

10343 W. Lincoln Hwy., Frankfort, IL
www.smilesbyburke.com
Call for a Free Consultation
815-469-7150

\\;\Kﬁ
""C0< NANT

19131 HENRY DRIVE, MOKENA
708.479.8988 | www.noonanacademy.org

« Test scores significantly above national norms

» 20% more class time than other local schools

« Differentiated instruction with 7:1 student faculty ratio

» Award winning speech, drama, and chess programs

« Before and after school care

« Additional classes in Spanish, Latin, Fine Arts, Logic, Nutrition, and more
« 3 year old PreK through 8th grade

« Sacrament preparation in 2nd and 8th grades

®

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

St. Mary Church, Mokena, IL A 4C 01-4183



