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Sydney Harbour in World War |1 29

Inview of all this naval activity it is hardly surprising that the Canadian government
invested large amounts of money in building a network of fortifications surrounding Sydney
harbour. Lingan Battery was constructed in 1940 by J.P. Porter and Sons at a cost of approxi-
mately $200,000 (including land and services). Petrie Battery was built by E.G.M. Cape and
Company in 1939-40 at a cost of $105,000.Stubberts and South Bar Batteries were built in
1942 by M.R. Chappell, alocal company, at a cost of $112,000.The Fire Command Post at
Kilkenny was built in 1951-2 by M.R. Chappell for $97,000, plus another $10,000 for later
work. Chapel Point was built by E.G.M. Capein 1940 at a cost of $150,000, and Oxford
Battery was built in 1943 by E.G.M. Cape at a cost of $1.2 million.39

Anti-submarine nets were installed in July 1940. The work was done under private
contract and the nets were supplemented by extensive rock and gravel fills extending toward
the shore from either end. The next year anti-torpedo nets were laid directly behind and
parallel to the anti-submarine nets in order to give complete protection to the port, which by
that time had become an important convoy assembly point.40

These fortifications were intended to protect the mines, the steel plant, the naval
ships resting at the Point Edward naval base and, of course, the ships gathering into convoys.
Eight fortifications were built, ranging from Glace Bay around the harbour to Alder Point and
their guns had a range of up to twenty-one miles. Hundreds of men served in these installa-
tions, and the last--Fort Petrie at New Victoria--did not officially close until 1956.

Sydney harbour has played a significant, though generally forgotten, role in the
coastal defences of Atlantic Canada for many years. Because of the low priority given to
defence expenditures by successive Canadian governments since the Second World War, des-
pite the emphasis placed on developing a powerful submarine force by the Soviet Union
throughout the Cold War years, coastal defence facilities were particularly ignored. Thus, the
fortifications ringing Sydney harbour were stripped and allowed to deteriorate, to the point
where they now are in ruins and constitute a growing danger to anyone trespassing on the
sites, sad though somewhat romantic reminders of a more heroic past. Happily, however, a
group of local citizens has been formed with a view to preserving and restoring at least one of
them, the Chapel Point site in Sydney Mines, in an effort to remind people of Sydney har-
bour's important contribution to our naval and military history.

Like the Fortress of L ouisbourg, these sites speak not only of Cape Breton's local
history but of its strategic role in guarding the Gulf entrance to Canada and particularly its
essential contribution to the two greatest conflictsin the history of mankind Like L ouisbourg,
they remind us that great global struggles can and have come very close to home. Unlike
L ouisbourg, they remind us of a conflict, World War 11, that may seem more relevant both
because of the issues at stake and because so many who participated in it are still with us.

NOTES
+ Brian Douglas Tennyson is Professor of History reprinted in Brian Douglas Tennyson (ed.), Impres-
and Director of the Centre for International Studies sions of Cape Breton (Sydney, 1986), 56.
at the University College of Cape Breton in Sydney,
Nova Scotia. His most recent publication is Canada 2. Public Archives of Nova Scotia (hereafter PANS),
and the Caribbean Aspects of a Relationship (1991). Map Collection, REO S.4, Edward Walker, " Sketch

of the Harbour of Sydney," 30 November 1848.
1. C. Bruce Fergusson (ed.), Uniacke's Sketches of

Cape Breton and Other Papers (Halifax, 1958),
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FORT OXFORD BATTERY: SELECT PICTURES.

FORT OXFORD TOWER: FORT OXFORD: TOWER OVERLOOKING FORT OXFORD 9.2’ GUN:
STRUCTURE ‘A’ (CIRCA 1942) TUNNELS LINKING GUNSITES (CIRCA 1989) GUN SITE #1 AND 2 (CIRCA 1942)
SHEET #6 SHEET #1 SHEET #1

FORT OXFORD: UNDERGROUND PLOTTING ROOM
FORT OXFORD: TUNNEL LINKING TO GUNSITE (CIRCA 1989) FORT OXFORD: TUNNEL LINKING TO GUNSITE

(CIRCA 1989) SHEET #10 (CIRCA 1989)



F
i t
- s
I : | X . OxFEvRO SaTy
l ;‘(‘ T 1
l free ! o ; Scary |r tool ;
| ey |
E:a T Lo Der. L. PorL&taTs ) |
”“C)(f)'mz GopsTE 3
P 0l 3 ;C_:) i Sheer ~ 1
N ES =R |
ol AU oo B .
Bl Notg: Guwsiies 12 3.
= T U)oy ) '
<SR AKE 10ENTICAL
T T Ro- T SR
fome o 3 )
o L = §
ot oy
3 [
E‘é &= ! WoopGo AR G A.
A
STructulke
" R" '
WATCH TOWER, >
/’l
’
7,
7
STrucrvReEB”
A I UCTURE B
= T4°’ »v
= Hsof
GowsiTE #¢
Fievos A0 WeolED AREA
Fierss, WoopEP PAEA.
~
o
w
1
b3
~
[
2
% .
R ‘;:
NS
a
LY
Streervres C
>
GuwsiTE <1
— <«—— To Srow&gy Mrwgs > T ALoER PoIoT
A ¥
K b
k]




7 COTLECE OF

PV T
Litsid

A
v

UNI

A

V4

.54

32.5 x1x 1.8 °

32.§x49.5x%x 9.5

TreweH

r ‘ i \

£

RoOFED 1w Treres.

TX27x 9.5

-~

VoLume oF Roems * @300 Pr?
Vorume bsr Covwarvp Tuwsaul so|iyeo §7°
Vewum e

= oo 3
aF &6 STrnuctuges 37; fx-

VoL vay of (p Covegpro Tumwpers =~ FHO FT

Toral = He, e H7

215
2l
|

NPT R

G-roowd Level.

Shawv+ 2

Sigetior A~-nQ

G-rouvwNnoO
LEYEL

ALL
TURWELS
Simiban -

—

OvfForop
, ShepT 2
Seary 17 &7

Dew. L. Porgoare

StrveTuREs ¢, ¢, ¢, C,0 Cs

Cross SUCTION OF T Prgmcyr’.




S8 % x 1’

sq—-”-‘

jo ngs 10.5’
/
7.5 A20.8% |0.5
N——-‘
) ] X9 % 10.5
—
VP N -
-
-—-‘--ﬂ-*——’
1
Qeww v
’ I I
\ ‘ {
T 1 \
— | ! ‘
1 |
N T B
P OxFodp
o ot g =
VoLUME = Tooo 3’*3‘ Steverure A
, l EXCLUDING EmTrAmncd AnD Seave 1" 57
TRIRWE L L.
J : STRR De. L. PoLgGare
| _ ShEwT “3

Fiasr FLosg,

Ok i ek o0 il




T =
£ .
Lo o=
BBy 88
25> g
W< @
E’{-Di"“m\
Q=
zIe B9
o< 5%
- \s
o \B

{T.5 XLO X o/

i~ —

Noreg

PlLas view

of FlLooR s 9.) 3 Aa~o H,
Hrh FlLeeR HAS STAIRWAY LEADIND TO
Rob0F EXTERNAL

To

puicorPe , CSew Sheer &)

VorLume / FLeeRr

ExciLoaive Srapiaway A~ND
LAwoive Jyoo frl.
+ 3 o0

2 3700 412 /FLBGK.
Torar = 1], (o0 $1),

OxFohRD
Strvervgg A
P

ScaLsg
De,

,II’;|

L . Porscanr
SHewT Ui

3




ﬁl L 4 /
S - e lTlI. —_——— ]
_Iol.lj|l..ll~l._l1ll.1..,.,.~-._.q.tll|/1
| | | | | _“
| | | | el e
| I ! N
! | _
” “ _ _ | I
_ X X
“ | | J | | o *
| K A L " i
Lh it R T N
i3
1 -
w TH_ﬁ N [
B T G N
b SR _ »
_\ A // | _ _ _ \\ // _ \\\ //
L N NI Z Nt A
| ! | K ﬁlltV{
| ) | ]
| | 1 et
| X I o]
N N [ 1 ===+
, )|
. ] e e ]
NOL3ES 2dV3 i
J0 A5TTI00 ALSHIAING — 771 1N
SIAIHDUY =
HAIVyEaHIv3 ’
3LNLLLSNI NOLVEE

Riewr Sipw  Nigws.-

Ox FoRD

2

Fre %4

PaaT 1AL

g

STOUCTURE

~ e’

Seawe \'f

L. Porge ATO

Shger < S

Des.

\

./.




uf::-ﬁ e =

BEATON INSTITUT

F- RN

Prar L. Porgcar
“g.

Sheer

StTrucrurg
1
Scave [t

OxF=RO*

E

———

DH
IVES
CE OF
RETON

UNIVERSITY (OLLE

]

ARCH

EACHDRA]
CAPE B

B

U

. B

_
|
!

Lo = ]




- FY
- [
a |
“
3 |
]
N e ]
!
b — ._.__..__.___._] Y U S |
i ¢
~ u
! n
[ T
SIS S | i e, - {__j] -
1
— N
l
I ,l
S > |
x x
n n
s x |
In [
N N |
I
b — —— - — -———— -k N - ; [E VUV — — — — pa—
]
K 13.5/ 3

Vorume = 840 §1°

NoTE: This STrucTvRe 1%

ABoVvE GCTouNnO,

o I Ity
___.* k._._

:'H'"_ﬂT”TT'

¥ ’ | g f [ [ !
‘ | U | | l 1 9 OXxFonD.
L] , I 5 ( | I | i ] Srevervae B

‘ ‘l '[( i' [ . , Sepny 1" w5’

l I [ ‘f [ I { Pr L. Porgcare

| by 1 ‘ [l Sheer “ 7
Groumd ] | [ 4 | (rroump

Level

LeveL,




Guws ITES

H

ARE

Theru

NeTe

0¥ NT‘ICAL

Ann

’ ;‘.1

HAS A VVoLvmié UF & 1§000

EpeH

QJ. o
< %
PO
- o
2 o
ﬂs‘ﬂ
- Q, 1
o -~
¢ 2o~ .
« 3 -k 4 W
v PSH Y
x 2 A
o 9% o [V o OUMM.H
mWOS‘.MHgo b N g w
Z - T % w8 o & 0
r - - n - & @ =
AL A 2o )
HBCDF_FGH~
1
b a
< 5
{ < g
b
b3
3
] o
>

OPEN TrEwNcH

s 42X 351

w9, Yavy STI¥YIXY =

X TY I =

T

RES

[UR W

.

[N

™~ 1

bl

LR EIXYL >

.3, P3¥y

SUINEIX Y

LD, BAVEy

o

1
| , S8 xorx Yr =
“ .3, vIYY
b — BRI N2 R T
T T
i " “ " \-h-\ Qm«q
R
T T T T
{ | ' i
" —— — ——— § 1 w
I I
— — [ |
J ool | IHanvdul wadg 4’\
f | B!
[ i
=T T T T T T . ;
! ' I 1 [ . i 1
\ | I I 1 : i i m_ il i i
\ 2 l _lllu
- _ ’
I

«fﬁt
SR MNOAYHG

et e o < e it e e St ey iy

;S'8%x ohx, Yy

- —

o]
ai-
a

[ ‘




aRe 8 GowsTES
105 MTICAL

HAS A VJVolvmiE UF x l&”ooa lp.‘!.

= Hie0

1130

14

<8

A

B

c » 400
[») 3580
&

u

3646

F | 0 o
G = ~ayo
H= @asge

Toran = I8poo ,y.a

- NoTe 1 There
\\ Art
: £AacH

\
\
\
| e
l T
- { {
"“{ { Le——- OPfEN TrEwNCH
- [Py
m LN
a= o= T s - -
Y 1 2
0% - . N >
* L L 4 ~
g N L [t}
* ¢ %
. - - w9 Vorume ARERA
Ny < x
e L
: !
© I3
al’ =
“&
3
fen R
< ! | Y
L . S
Tl
L : s
N T .
S e N o N o
[ & B :\) ~ R
Lol e — 4 ]~ A ) o
G- = P E 3 T ¥
3 O € 3 ~
w QI o 0? oy
. -~ ~
] [N
? foe o ]
| d o .
o <
o
z
a
<] ‘ u
[+2
o //
\{;/
P
,,,»///

Oxpoad
C"umsﬁ'f s, 2, 3.

1 gef

Sbﬂl,ﬁ
Pen. L. Poracare

Shesr # 8




Section B-A' (PaariaL)-
- ~ - [}
H I ——F—— |
i I oy e = iy
T:::t N bl { PN ( : | :
(oPEN) ‘l ] ( S -J ‘ ) ) l
P! ¥ ! | l
77 77 77 ‘ - f l.
* (A3
o || % : | ’
D
77 77 ‘:l I et |
77 ' 77 77
Secerion BB’

I

«
Trewen
wWAkL

S

- G.‘{‘b L4 S
LEVEL N
.
1]
»
N
(""\ﬂ\-’”o

\
3

Liewvel.

OxFaro

Searw ' 0/

Da. L. POLEGAT“
Shewr = 9

Guw sty 1, &, ]

Swcrtemar (Parriar) Views




J .
N3 PR #
L 7 2
. -]
. “—’ 23
I Jr . | PowN «—
l Scrien A A/ Secries B B
[
I
i
Sfmc-rug: g’ "
. |-
B { |
_ ) - Il
K ﬂ&":;:‘:‘nﬁrb - . _ . - C 5 : l
eveL - > . ‘
!
. f
~ BI
Q
3
5 ‘B
TOweTURYE
R |
— S N
} i T 11 ?
[ 1 [ I
o | P-' =l [‘ I
| 41 1 i |
.‘ | SRR |
, [y i i , -
{. ¥ L1 i il f ,
6o’ F)IE '
g \ r
57 ]
5 .
75 X1 xt0! Jle.S X148 X 1o i Vortume [ = 18poeo F1s .
Eicrvoiwe STAIRwWAY.

27.8 X3 Xia'!

OxfFoab.

Steverury “B*

SeaLa [": 0!

1

- —
] SXib Xxte! i
’ 1

Sheer 7 § |0

10.5x10%x 1.9
] i ' L‘n‘l [

H.% R
T L5xbxin’

Oewe L. PorLGGars




2. FORT CRANBERRY BATTERY
SYDNEY MINES
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4. FORT STUBBERT BATTERY
NORTH SYDNEY
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8. LINGAN BATTERY
GARDINER MINES
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9. NORTH HEAD
GARDINER MINES
AND
NEW WATERFORD
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