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Honoring

SCOTTI SMITH
JANINE CADET

NAHID HOWARD

JESSICA MALISA
SHAMI-IYABO MITCHELL NICOLE SYDER

ALLISON LEGGETT

MARIANMU OSUMAH

SABINA SPIGNER
JESSICA EKEYA

DAYNA GRUNDY
CHARNISE TAYLOR

OPTUM HEALTH SCHOLARSHIP

BEVERLY JAMES, MD MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP

SANDRA BANKHEAD, MS MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
SCAN HEALTH PLAN SCHOLARSHIP 

VENA RICKETTS/ABWP COMMUNITY SERVICE SCHOLARSHIP

CARMEN PARROTT, MD MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
CHARLES R. DREW UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF MEDICINE SCHOLARSHIP 

ANTHEM BLUE CROSS SCHOLARSHIP

JEANNETTE MCPHERSON GATES AWARD

ANNA SMITH, MD MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP

PATRICIA BATH MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP

JERRY P. ABRAHAM, MD, MPH, CMQ
Director & Chief Vaccinologist 

Kedren Vaccines

BARBARA ROSS-LEE, D.O., FACOPP
President, 

American Osteopathic Foundation (AOF)
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HUMANITARIAN AWARD

2022 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
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Special Guest Performance NIO RENEÉ

Call To Action:  Give Smart Fundraising Segment

 CFP Candidate

Presenting Sponsor Remarks Timshel Tarbet

 KJLH Radio Personality

Event Chair &

Invocation Monica Carter-Soaris, MBA

President-Elect Remarks Renee M. Poole, MD, MMM, CPE, FAAFP

 Actor, Writer, Producer, Humanitarian

In Memoriam   Jesse L. Sherrod, MD, MPH

Award Presentations

 Vice President Business Excellence & Diversity Strategy, SCAN

Acknowledgments

Special Guest Elected Ofcial Appearances

The Honorable Maxine Waters

The Honorable Sydney Kamlager

Special Guest Appearance Chris Tucker

 Founding President. ABWP

California State Senator, 30th Senate District

Scholarship Presentations LaTanya R. Hines, MD, FACOG

Mistress of Ceremony Tammi Mac

ABWP Overview Video

U.S. Representative, 43rd Congressional District

ABWP President Remarks Cozzette Lyons-Jones, MD, MPH, FACP

Dinner Served 
DINING & DANCING – DJ ARI 4RARI

Program
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Be ready to

through “Text to Donate” today!

Disclaimer:  Your attendance affirms your consent to photography, audio visuals and its/their release, publication, exhibition 
or reproduction to be used for news, webcasts, promotional purposes, inclusion on websites or any other purpose by ABWP.  
You release ABWP from any liability connected with taking, recording or digitizing the images.  By entering the event 
premises, you waive all rights you may have to any claims for payment or royalties in connection with any exhibition, 
streaming, webcasting, television or other publication irrespective of whether a fee for admission or sponsorship is charged. 

Also join us on Social Media!

Use #abwpcharitybenet

BlackWomenPhysicians
Association of 
Black Women Physicians

Give
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The Association of Black Women Physicians (ABWP) was founded in 1982. Almost 50 African- 
American women physicians met to share their experiences and to discuss career development 
at the rst meeting held in the recreation room of Dr. Jessie Sherrod's home. The need for such 
an organization was abundantly clear, and the founders of our organization were women who 
passionately worked together for the organization. Over the course of a few months, members 
adopted the ofcial name, transformed their goals into a mission statement, established Bylaws 
and began actively engaging in organized community service programs and philanthropic 
endeavors. 

Over the past 40 years, ABWP has grown to represent African-American women physicians, 
medical students and undergraduate students throughout California, the United States and the 
Caribbean. Focused primarily in Southern California, the nonprot organization has made an 
impact in local communities through health literacy programs, community outreach activities, 
mentoring and scholarship awards. All of our programs and services facilitate fulllment of our 
mission: 

I Black Women Lawyers Los Angeles Joint Symposiums 

I Annual Charity and Scholarship Benet Gala 

I General Membership Meetings 

I Health and Wellness Advocacy 

I Sister 2 Sister Mentorship Program 

I Health Fairs with Community and Faith-Based Organizations 

“We endeavor to enhance the personal and professional quality of life of present and future 
African- American women physicians.”

I Practice Point Communications CME 

I Annual Holiday Party and Toy Drive

"The Association of Black Women Physicians is an organized network of African-American 
women physicians committed to the improvement of public health and welfare, through the 
advancement of knowledge concerning women and community health." 

"We also serve as a philanthropic source of funds to projects related to the health concerns of 
traditionally underserved communities." 

"The Association of Black Women Physicians is an organized network of African-American 
women physicians committed to the improvement of public health and welfare, through the 
advancement of knowledge concerning women and community health. We also serve as a 
philanthropic source of funds to projects related to the health concerns of traditionally 
underserved communities. We endeavor to enhance the personal and professional quality of life 
of present and future African-American women physicians."

I Breast Cancer Awareness and Education Sessions 
I Network of Ethnic Physician Organizations for the California Medical Association 

Foundation, Member 
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President’s
MESSAGE

Through our partnerships with the March of Dimes and First 5 LA, 
Alzheimer's Association, Maria Shriver & the Women's Alzheimer's 
Movement, the UCLA Center for the Study of Racism, Social 
Justice & Health, and Gilead Sciences, ABWP established programs 
to combat health disparities and the public health crisis of racism. 
We continued to pursue equity in Black infant and maternal health 
while amplifying the forgotten pandemic at the other end of the 
lifespan, Alzheimer's dementia in the Black community. ABWP's 
advocacy efforts have raised awareness about the need to stop 
generations of institutional racism in healthcare by advancing Black 
participation in research, not only in the Alzheimer's space, but also 
regarding sickle cell disease, ensuring greater access to treatments. 
Our members showed up and showed out at the rst KJLH Women's 
Health Expo since the pandemic, an opportunity to educate our 
core community on how to navigate a complicated healthcare 
system. 

On behalf of the Association of Black Women Physicians 
st(ABWP), I welcome you to our 41  Annual Charity & 

Scholarship Benet Gala aptly themed Regal & Revolutionary: 40 
Years of Boldly Advocating for Health Equity and Justice. 

For over four decades, the Association of Black Women Physicians 
(ABWP) has been the leader in medicine and public health, 
advocating for women physicians of color and the patients who trust 
us. The mission set forth by our Founding Members remains the 
same though our approach has evolved to keep pace with the 
changing times. The Association from its inception has focused on 
serving black and brown communities, recognizing the disparate 
representation of African-Americans among the physician 
workforce and the issues of inequity in medical care delivery 
systems that have long plagued us. Black women physicians have 
held their crowned heads high while executing the revolutionary 
work of challenging the status quo, unafraid to upset the “natural” 
order to achieve our goals. 

Since our last Charity Benet, ABWP members received special 
recognition on myTurn.CA.gov throughout the Black History Month 
observance for our unwavering educational and advocacy work in 
the ght against COVID-19 during the California Department of 
Public Health's Keep It 100 campaign. 

Queenly, dignied, our member roster is replete with regal 
revolutionaries in healthcare such as the rst African American 
woman astronaut, Dr. Mae Jemison, the Inventors Hall of Fame 
inductee who transformed cataract surgery, Dr. Patricia Bath, and 
Dr. Josephine Isabel-Jones, ABWP Founding Member and the rst 
black woman Pediatric Cardiologist in the United States! Wearing 
white hospital coats as capes, these trailblazers deed the odds and 
demonstrated the beauty of excellence in diversity.

All of these noble endeavors did not go unnoticed. ABWP recently 
was awarded the prestigious Frank E. Staggers, Sr., M.D., 
Outstanding Ethnic Physician Organization Award by the 
Physicians for a Healthy California (PHC) for “taking signicant 
action in improving the health of our communities, successfully 
engaging physicians to be community advocates, and reducing 
health disparities!” As President, I am in awe of what we have been 
able to achieve building on the vision of the regal and revolutionary 
Black women physicians that came before us!

This evening is a celebration of all that is good in our industry. 
Congratulations to our Lifetime Achievement Award honoree, Dr. 
Barbara Ross-Lee, and Humanitarian of the Year honoree, Dr. Jerry 
P. Abraham! The Association of Black Women Physicians 
commends your exemplary promotion of health equity and 
contributions to public health. Additionally, congratulations to the 
future leaders of ABWP and healthcare –– our scholarship 
recipients! You have a family for life in ABWP. 

We appreciate the work of our Chairwoman, President-Elect Dr. 
Renee M. Poole, our Charity Benet committee volunteers, and all 
who contributed to the success of this year's program! Your efforts 
allow our continued success. 

Fundraising initiatives like today's telecast have provided much-
needed scholarships to academically outstanding Black women to 
help reduce the nancial burden of pursuing a medical degree. 
ABWP is able to do this work because of community partners and 
sponsors like SCAN, Anthem, McPherson & Sway, Optum, Blue 
Shield, Kaiser Permanente, Charles R. Drew University of Medicine 
and Science, Molina Healthcare, David Geffen School of Medicine, 
Children's Hospital Los Angeles, the Cooperative of American 
Physicians…and countless other generous benefactors.

To help expand the reach of the 
Association of Black Women 
Physicians, please share the 
link to this event on your 
personal pages and give a tax-
deductible donation during our 
live GiveSmart campaign this 
evening. Thank you all for 
supporting our mission and 
gilding the crowns of future 
Black women physicians!

ABWP inuenced policy efforts by endorsing tobacco and gun 
violence reform and stood in solidarity with the reproductive justice 
movement after the overturning of Roe v. Wade, a decision that left 
far fewer options for anyone seeking safe reproductive healthcare in 
low-income and rural communities. ABWP prioritized our student 
members through the enhancement of our Sister-2-Sister Program, 
offering mentor-match experiences to our members across the 
nation. We've also donated to other like-minded nonprots, 
including attorney activist Areva Martin's Special Needs Network, 
and the Jenesse Center for domestic abuse treatment.

For the People,

12

Cozzette
 Lyons-Jones

Cozzette Lyons-Jones, 

MD, MPH, FACP

ABWP President
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We celebrate and honor two distinguished leaders in medicine. 2022 Lifetime Achievement 

Awardee, Dr. Barbara Ross-Lee, is an osteopathic medicine pioneer and is the rst African 

American woman to serve as a Dean of a US medical school. Our 2022 Humanitarian Award 

is granted to a true servant leader, Dr. Jerry Abraham- the champion for vaccine equity.

ABWP's future and the future of medicine is in fact hopeful and bright.  We are very proud of 

our 2022 scholarship recipients, an exceptional group of future physicians. To date, we have 

awarded over $800,000 in scholarships to defray medical school expenses.  This is only 

possible with your continued support.

This year, we celebrate 40 years of exemplary service and commitment to the community. 

This year's theme is Regal and Revolutionary: 40 years of Boldly Advocating for Health 

Equity and Justice.  

Tonight, we hope this celebratory event will inspire you to champion our cause and to make a 

nancial contribution. We will continue our quest and boldly advocate for the betterment of 

our community and support our future black physicians. Thank 

you again for your time and your ongoing support. Thank you to 

Sabra Waddy of Splendid Affairs, Paula Bond and her team of 

First Options Entertainment and to all those who lent their time 

and talents to ensure we had a successful event. Thank you.

In health and service,

Renee M. Poole
Renee M. Poole, MD, MMM, CPE, FAAFP

We honor our past by celebrating the legacy of those ABWP charter members who we've 

recently lost. We stand on their shoulders to continue the legacy left behind.

A s chair of the 2022 Charity & Scholarship Benet, I bring greetings and gratitude. 

Thank you for joining us as we honor and celebrate the past, present, and future of the 

Association of Black Women Physicians (ABWP).  

President-Elect & Event Chair

President-Elect’s
MESSAGE
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Charter/Founding Members

*DECEASED

Augua Andrews, MD

Phyllis Barracks, MD

Geraldine Branch, MD, MPH

Vanessa Castine, MD Debra Nelson, MD

Evelyn Mendez, MD

Joann Dawson, MD

Ellen Goudlock, MD

Terry Hope, MD

Lolita Gonzalez, MD

Doriesta Crawford, MD*

Eugenia Davis, MD

Judith Watson, MD

Arike Logan, MD

Paula Demerius, MD*

Adelene James, MD

Rose Jenkins, MD*

Elizabeth J. Covington, MD

Margo Deleaver, MD

Marguerite Lewie, MD*

Mary McCoo, MD*

Elea D. English, MD

Carolyn Mohr, MD

Pamela Perry-Hunter, MD

Wendy Green, MD, MBA

Jessie L. Sherrod, MD, MPH

V. Joy Simmons, MD

Lettie Burgette, MD*

Flora Denise Cox, MD

Josephine Isabel-Jones, MD

Carole Jordan-Harris, MD, MS*

Hughenna Gauntlett, MD*

Shirley Richards-Njie, MD*

Lola Burnett-Brown, MD

Cassandra Ndiforchu, MD, MPH, MBA

Jaqueline Stiff, MD

Anitha Mitchell, MD

Mary Taylor, MD

Ruth Temple, MD

Gwendolyn Todd-Jones, MD

Michelle Clark, MD

Rebecca Wills, MD

Margaret Yarbrough, MD

Lillie Mae Williams, MD, MS

Vonnie K. Ross, MD

Anne Staveren, MD

Sylvia Swilley, MD

Denise Ridley-Davis, MD

Vivian Woodward, MD
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Founding Ofcers

Denise Ridley, MD
Financial Secretary

Treasurer 

Jessie L. Sherrod, MD, MPH
President

Lolita Gonzalez, MD

Recording Secretary 

Adelene James, MD 

Corresponding Secretary

Rose Jenkins, MD * 

Founding Committee Chairs

Bylaws/Social 

Finance

Carole Jordan-Harris, MD, MS *
Public Relations 

Wendy Green, MD, MBA 

Jessie L. Sherrod, MD, MPH

Augua Andrews, MD

Executive

Vonnie K. Ross, MD

Membership 

Program 

Denise Ridley, MD

*DECEASED
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2022 Lifetime Members

Jametria Howard-Jones, MD

Paula Rodgers, MD

Juanita Kagwa-Nyauzi, MD

Willye Butcher Powell, MD

Monique King, MD

Anne Staveren, MD

Mary Taylor, MD

Eloise Skelton, MD

R. Marquerite Lewie, MD

Lillie Mae Williams, MD

Paula M. Joubert-Greene, MD

Karen Ragland-Cole, MD, MPH, MBA

Yvette Gordon, MD Sara Smith, MD

Anna Smith, MD*

Germaine Strother, MD

Carole Jordan-Harris, MD, MS*

Ashley Prosper, MD

LaTanya Hines, MD

Kimberly Lipscomb McDaniel, MD

Michele Green, MD

Cassandra Ndiforchu, MD MPH, MBA

Gifty-Maria Ntim, MD

Kimberly Gregory, MD

Judy Hunter-Davis, MD

Othella Owens, MD

Karen Maples, MD

Marion Johnson, MD

Christina McAlpin, MD

M. Deborah Hyde, MD

Josephine B. Isabel-Jones, MD

Tiffany Morton, MD

Wendy L Green, MD

Vivian Pinn, MD

Doris Ragland, MD

Denise Ridley-Davis, MD

Anitha Mitchell, MD

Sherril Rieux, MD

Vonnie Ross, MD

Natalie Sanders, MD, MPH, MBA

Jessie L. Sherrod, MD, MPH

V. Joy Simmons, MD

Sylvia Swilley, MD

Monica Thornhill-Joynes, MD

Carolyn Towler, MD

Valencia P. Walker, MD, MPH

Antronette Yancey, MD, MPH*

Rachel White-Younkins, MD

Regina Benjamin, MD

Patricia Bath, MD*

Kathleen Brown Crenshaw, MD

Lettie Burgett, MD

NaNotchka Chumley, DO, MPH

Joann Dawson, MD

Letitia Bridges-Hill, MD, MBA

Geraldine Branch, MD, MPH*

Nicole Alexander, MD, MA

Jasmine Bowers, MD

Claudia Alleyne, MD

Jacqueline Bowles, MD

Denise D. Brathwaite, MD

Lola Brown, MD

Sonya Brown, MD

Cheryl Browne, MD

Alexa Canady, MD

Sheila Clayton, MD

Roberta Doucet, MD

Jacquelyn B. Frazier, MD

C. Freeman, MD, MBA

Michele Yvonne Freeman, MD

Sylvia Gates Carlisle, MD, MBA, FACP

Marcia Glenn, MD

Lynn Goodloe, MD

*DECEASED
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Executive Board
2022-2023

Parliamentarian

Willye Powell, MD

Sylvia Swilley, MD

Denise Asafu-Adjei, MD

Sylvia Gates Carlisle, MD, MBA, FACP

Jennifer Williams Lewis, MD

Public Relations

Student Representative

Members-at-Large

NaNotchka Chumley, DO, MPH

Josephine Akingbulu, MPH

Roberta Doucet, MD

Immediate Past President

Historian

Cozzette Lyons-Jones, MD, MPH
President

President-Elect
Renee M. Poole, MD, MMM, CPE, FAAFP

Wanda Wilburn, MD
Vice President

La Tanya Hines, MD
Treasurer

LaTonya White, MD
Recording Secretary
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La Tanya Hines, MD

CHAIRPERSON

Cozzette Lyons-Jones, MD

Malaika Howard, MD

Sylvia Gates Carlisle, MD

Dalyce Kelley

Nanotchka Chumley, DO, MPH

Carole Michaux

Scholarship Selection Committee 

Charity Benet Committee 

Cozzette Lyons-Jones, MD, MPH, FACP

Sylvia Gates Carlisle, MD, FACP

LaTanya Hines, MD

Valencia P. Walker, MD, MPH, FAAP

Wanda Wilburn, MD

LaTonya G. White, MD

Monica Carter-Soaris, MBA

NaNotchka M. Chumley, DO, MPH

Roberta Doucet, MD

Sherril Rieux, MD

Renee M. Poole, MD,MMM, CPE, FAAFP
CHAIRPERSON

Willye Powell, MD
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Sahar Abdelrahman, MD

Mayelin AmorÃ³s, MD

Olumide Akingbemi, MD

Toluwalase Ajayi, MD

Rebecca Alleyne, MD

Aminah Bliss, MD

Yemi Ajirotutu, MD

Karol Bowens, MD

Annette Blakes, MD

Denise Bridgeford, MD

Ninita Brown, MD

Josephine Akingbulu, MD

Denise Asafu-Adjei, MD
Aisha Averyhart, MD
Paula Baileywalton, MD
Mari Baldwin, MD
Kismet Baldwin, MD
Bow Barris, MD
Eraka Bath MD, MD
B. Bean-Mayberry Upperman, MD
Ayrika Bell, MD
Brittaney Marie Belyeu, MD

Candice Bereal-Williams, MD

Howis Aros, MD

Cherisse Berry, MD
Jacqueline Berry, MD
Andrea C. Best, MD
Andrea Best, MD

Carol Bennett, MD

Fiona Blair, MD

Shauntelle Bonman, MD
Karen Alicia Boston, MD
Samara Bowen, MD

Shanika Boyce, MD
Jasmine Branchcomb, MD

Malrie Brown, MD

Pamela Colby, MD

Aminah Cherry, MD

Dorothy Dada, MD

Nanette DeBruhl, MD

Yvette Drake, MD

P. Kaye Brundidge, MD

Carol deWalt, MD

Daphne Calmes, MD

Monica Carter, MD

Alicia Carter, MD

Brenda Chambers, MD
Kimberly Cauley, MD

Gineen Cudjoe, MD
Rosemary Cunningham, MD

Christine Coward, MD

Adegbemisola Daniyan, MD

JoAnn Dawson, MD

Treise Chesnut, MD

Resa Caivano, MD

Monique Dieuvil, MD
Kimberly Dixon, MD
Alana Dixson, MD
Ingrid Dombrower, MD

C. Renee Bryant, MD

Courtney Carter, MD

Raven Copeland, MD

Regina Edmond, MD

Jean Davis-Hatcher, MD

Raven Copeland, MD

Shantel Dickson, MD

Daphne Calmes, MD

Carolyn Cook, MD

Sharon de Edwards, MD

Adrienne N. Burrows, MD

Toni Johnson Chavis Greene, MD

Camilla Cobb, MD

Antonia Cotwright, MD

Shannon Clemons, MD

Evelyn Curls, MD
Danielle Dabbs, MD

Erica Davenport, MD

Monica Derbigny, MD

Nancy Ekeke, MD

Marsha Epstein, MD
Feyi Emembolu, MD

Stacey Eadie, MD

Jackie Eubany, MD

Reta Floyd, MD
April Ford, MD

Julie Fuller, MD

Loretta Erhunmwunsee, MD

Liz Evans, MD

Karen Ellis, MD

Karen Fleming, MD

Jacqueline Drummond Lewis, MD

Elizabeth Fisseha, MD

Maia Alees Gaither, MD
Sylvia Gates Carlisle, MD

Alissa Erogbogbo, MD

Vanessa Gavin-Headen, MD
Bisrat H. Gebrekristos, MD

Kymberly Franklin, MD
Breanna Freeman, MD

Kimberly Gilbert-Keith, MD

Nzinga Graham, MD

Manna Hagos, MD

Ngozi Iroez-Ajileye, MD

Glenda-Gayle Haskin, MD

Gail Jackson, MD

Delzica "DJ" Jefferson, MD

Yvette Gordon, MD

Kaishauna Guidry, MD

Kendra G. Jones Ncube, MD

Vanessa Isiaka, MD

Kimberly Hatchett, MD

Tracy Hadnott, MD

Gina Gregory-Burns, MD

Kimberlynn Heller, MD

Tiffany Hogan, MD
Raven Holland-Johnson, MD

Marcia Glenn, MD

Phoebe Griffin, MD

Janice Hull, MD

Keturah Jeffries, MD

Novellyn Heard, MD
Daphne R. Hayes, MD

Ana Johnson (Lopes), MD

Andrea Goings, MD

Allyson Gonzalez, MD

Shelley Hill, MD
Danielle Hixon, MD

Vickie Y. Height, MD

Rian Melissa Hasson, MD

Chonita Lavelle Holmes, MD

Tiffany Hunter, MD

Linda James, MD
Regina James, MD

Deshawn Harris, MD

Jeanine Hall, MD

Malaika Graves, MD

Christina Harris, MD

Monique Hedmann, MD

Carla Herriford, MD

Oladunni Iddoc, MD

Autumn Ivy, MD
Benita Jackson, MD

Enchanta Jenkins, MD

Darlene Jones, MD
Sharon Jones, MD
Sharon Y. Jones, MD

Dolores Kent, MD

Ebony King, MD

Naomi Lawrence-Reid, MD

Aysha Khoury, MD

Khadijah Lang, MD

Dolores Kent, MD

Marciana Laster, MD

Physician Membership 
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Wubanche Zellalem, DO

Nicole Roberts Deppe, MD

Vena Ricketts, MD

Shrenik Sanghvi, MD

Stephanie Stewart, MD

Mylene Rucker, MD

MarieAnge Soumah, MD

Pamela Stitt, MD

Michele Roland, MD

Ramona Snipes, MD

Carolyn Towler, MD
Glenna Tolbert, MD

Ayanna Walden, MD

Chantel Washington, MD

Wendy E. Roberts, MD

Patrice Tully, MD

Paula Rodgers, MD

Tanya (unsubscribed) Stephens, MD
Ada Stewart, MD

Dr AvÃ© Sims, MD

Anameti Usoro, MD

Stacie Walton, MD
Tiffany Ward, MD

Lynn Strickland, MD

Goldie Winge, MD

Natasha Smith, MD

Natalie Sanders, MD

Lorraine Smith, MD

Cheryl Scot, MD

Sophia Monica Soni, MD

Alecsandra Roberts-Peete, MD
Jehni Robinson, MD

Christal Rousseau, MD
Renee Rolston, MD

Mia Sanders, MD

Angel Schaffer, MD

Nyriya Robinson, MD

V. Joy Simmons, MD

Lucille Ridgill, MD

Erika Simpson, MD

Tyisha Seymour, MD

Tessa Stecker, MD

Tahira Stewart, MD

Aisha Taylor, MD
Candice Taylor Lucas, MD
Hanna Tesfaye, MD

Adaku Ume, MD

Lori Walker, MD
Valencia Walker, MD
Daphne K. Walker-Ford, MD
Stacie Walton, MD

Lindsey K. Wells, MD
Shannon Wheat, MD
LaTonya White, MD
Monique White-Dominguez, MD

Joanne Williams, MD

Valerie Williams, MD

Cheryl D. Wright, MD

Margaret Yarbrough, MD

Dojannitta Williams, MD

Wanda Wilburn, MD

Lenise Yarber, MD

Grace Young, MD
Sheila Young, MD
Jacqueline Young Cooper, MD

VERONICA LAZARUS, MD
Tumani Leatherwood, MD

Jennifer Lewis, MD

Fasha Liley, MD
Jacqueline Lezine-Hanna, MD

Lucy Lomas, MD
Deborah Loney, MD
Deborah Lucas, MD
Janiene Luke, MD

Michelle Legall, MD

Cozzette Lyons-Jones, MD, MPH

Marsha Martinson, MD

Tamika Patilla, MD

Katina Murray, MD

Freya Marshall, MD

Njideka Momah, MD

Lorna McFarland, MD

Lucy Ogbu, MD

Othella T. Owens, MD

Debra Myers, MD

Cassandra Mahan-Richards, MD

Hannah Obasi, MD

Debra Prothrow-Stith, MD

Janae Richards, MD

Lori Moore, MD

Pamela Nancy Odell Davis, MD

Uchenna B. Okoye, MD

Rosalyn Morrell, MD

Jeanann Makena Marangu, MD

Ijeoma Mordi, MD

Gillian L. Nelson, MD

Sherly North, MD
Susanne Nicholas, MD

Arnelle Midley, MD

Amelia Murray, MD

Regina Offodile, MD

S. Amara Ogbonnaya, MD

Wilsa Charles Malveaux, MD
Michelle Marine, MD

Sophia Meharena, MD

Sharon Okonkwo, MD

Seniora Matthews, MD

Dianne Moseberry, MD

Kathryn Murray, MD

Diamond M. Goodwin, MD

Alicia Morehead-Gee, MD

Ann McIntosh, MD

Jasmin Mosley, MD

Uyi Osaseri, MD

Brittney Mull, MD

Patricia Pegram, MD
Andrea Pennington, MD

Renee M. Poole, MD, MMM, CPE, FAAFP

Stephanie Quarles-Jackson, MD
Sharon Ransom, MD
Carol Ray-Malone, MD
Desiree Reedus, MD

Tanyanika Phillips, MD

Physician Membership 
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Brittney Graham, MD
Odelia Lewis, MD
D. Morvey, MD

Ang Ndifor, MD
Ozioma Obiwuru, MD
Michelle Ogunwole, MD
Bernice Omotosho, MD

Sekyme Sekyme, MD
S. Sullivan, MD
Tameka Watson, MD
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Pamela Akametalu

Charisse Allen

Annah Adanene

Olumayowa Adebiyi

Ahjahtamd Ahjahtamd

Kayla Alexander

Rah-Sha Al-Hassan

Shannon Allison Sullivan

Sarah Andebrhan

Bria archer

Victoria Archer

Asia Atkinson

Kimberly Augustine

Anna Awolope

Kelley Ann Butler

Destany Barnett

RAE\'LAHNA Bennett

Jessica Blanding

Detriana Bodden

Cydni N. Baker

Bella Atanga

Alexandra Banks

Yaya Besong

J. Bodden

Karissa Avignon

Efe Chantal Ghanney

Kayla Edwards-Harris

DeneÃ© Colleen Easy

Denise Dailey

Cary Friday

C. Chukwu

Wonder Edem

Gwynne B Haladay

Logan Danner

Elizabeth Hayes

Breanna Bridges

Kara Denisha

Bianca Carson

Gdadzie Gdadzie

Olaya Daki

Nancy Honita

Krystle Brown

Omoyeni Clement

Gnabeta Gnabeta

Keytiana Hempstead

Chelsea Cohen

Brooke Fields

Ayesha M Davis

Rebeka Dejenie

Monet Cook

Ashley Dugan

Nia Carty

Amanda Dupre

Tiana Clemons

Lorene Cudjoe

Genese Marie Dadzie

Mekleit Dix

Fatinah Brown

Kamila D. Evans

Varina Clark

Briona C. Butcher

Patricia Forney

Emerald Frank

Caneisha Coburn

A. Gonso

Eboni Graves

Makeda Gyl

Jasmine Hanna

Kindred Harris

A. Gabriel

Marquisha Henderson

R. Hauhgto

Sydney Henderson

V. Henry

Kyle Hill

La'Mayah Hodges

Chloe Holifield

Janelle Holloway

Nahid Howard

Jasmine Hubbard

Cornesha Hunter

Taylor Hunter

Adesina Ifeoluwa

Chidinma Ikonte

Rhiannon B. Imbeah

Rhiannon Imbeah

Beata Ingabire

Fablien James

Alexis James

S.  Littlejohn

Mabel Kimble

Amarachi Johnson

Marie Jean

Shannon Jordan

April Johnson

Velvet Johnson

Klr Klr

Koo Koo

Da'Nay Lacey

Victorya Jewett

Antoinette Johnson

Melitta Johnson

Alicia Juste

Ra'Shun L. Conner

Allison Leggett

Medical Student Membership
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Alyssa N. Young

Imari Wilson

Angelita Yarborough

Aunsha Williamson

Coleman Woodson

Lynette Oden

Chiamaka Opara

Bria Pettway

Candra Reed

Jade Sanders

Brandi Sankey

Etuajie Oiyemhonlan

Qaleelah Smith

Jasmine Peters

Angela Reese

Aderin Sola

Olivia Richard

Ochanya Ogah

Jessica Owaka

Karla Simmonds

Daryn Smith

Amanda Okoro

Lopriela Seabrook

Agnes Udoh

Kristen Rivers

Lauren Senkbeil

Anna White

India Pleasant

A. Nwaopara

Eden Patton

Katherina Tanson

Asia Payne

Amy Richards

Nicole Parr

Chaturia Rouse

Tatenda Tatenda Mupepi

Fatimatou Saka

Jessica Obi

Chika obiora

Osose Oboh

Joye Ohiomob

Onome Oboh

Chiamaka Onwuzulike

Olasunmbo Okedele

Elizabeth Parker

Joanna V. Rachelson

Stefanie Rimple

Adia Scrubb

R. Sealey

Zea'Annah Slack

Ashley Spooner

Rachel Sturgell

Kiara Stanifer

Nicole Synder

Charnise Taylor

Alexandria Thomas

Marian Thompson

Kasey Traylor

Kara Turner

Melanee Stubbs

Ameisha Tutwiler

Alexis Umoye

Orezime Uyeh

Jocelyn N. Wensel

Veronica Whittington

Krystle Wiley

Danielle Wilheim

Natalie E. Williams

Ashley Williams

Simone Martin

S.N. Montgo

Kudakwashe Mupepi

Lacey Malone

Natalie McGhee

Alana Nichols

Ljeo Mandupu

Breonna Mabry

B.S. Michael

JeJe Lowo

Jesslyn A. Magee

Jesslyn Magee

Laisha Mondesir

Shami Mitchell

Hasiat O Madamidola

Eris Marie Johnson

Janita Matoke

Akira McDaniels

Hazel Margaretes

Metty Markwei

Mbisike Mbisike

Jada McMahon

Nkiruka Mokolo

Megan Monroe

Natalie Morgan

Ama Mosieri

Dorcas Nyambura Mwathi

Maymona Nageye

Jasmin Neal

Samone Newton

A. Noble

Jayne-Norah Ntambi

Ogechi Nwankwo

Jeanne Nwagwu

Maureen Nwaokoro

Medical Student Membership
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TAMMI
MAC
KJLH Radio Personality

T
he 3-time NAACP award winning, Tammi 

Mac was hand-picked by the legendary 

Stevie Wonder to host the number one 

afternoon radio show, “The Tammi Mac 

Show” from 3-7pm daily on his Los 

Angeles owned 102.3 KJLH. “The Tammi Mac Show” is 

rated number one in Los Angeles with African 

Americans.

The Tammi Mac Show is not only relegated to radio. Mac 

has struck a deal with Fox TV's new digital platform Fox 

Soul, to bring the “Tammi Mac Late Show” to television 

(digitally), every night on Fox Soul.TV and KTVU San 

Francisco.

Mac is a also a beast on the big and small screen as she 

has recurred on the Lee Daniels FOX TV show, STAR 

and recurs on the Netix show On My Block and has co-

starred on BET's Games People Play. She has appeared 

in over a dozen national television commercials, 

currently Toyota, McDonald's and even an Amazon 

Super Bowl commercial with Ellen DeGeneras.

Mac's one woman show, Bag Lady has garnered, Best 

One Person Show, Best Playwright and Best Producer 

awards. The show was commissioned by the AIDS 

Healthcare Foundation and has toured nationally. She is 

represented by MMV Agency and can be heard on 

national commercials and movie trailers. Find more on 

IG @TheTammiMacShow and twitter @MsTammimac.
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SPECIAL GUEST

CHRIS
TUCKER
Actor, Comedian
& Humanitarian

40 Years of Boldly Advocating 
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Tucker made his lm debut in House Party 3 

(1994), alongside stars such as Bernie Mac, 

Marques Houston, and Khandi Alexander. 

In 1995 Tucker appeared in one of his most 

notable and hilarious lms, Friday (1995), 

alongside Ice Cube. Tucker's character, 

C hristopher “Chris” Tucker, 

is an American actor and 

comedian. Tucker was born in 

Atlanta, Georgia, to Mary 

Louise (Bryant) and Norris Tucker. 

After graduating from high school, Tucker 

made a change to move to Hollywood from 

Georgia to pursue a career in show business. 

He found himself a frequent guest on the 

Def Comedy Jam (1992). Tucker was noted 

for doing exceptionally "clean", non-vulgar 

stand-up comedy routines. Tucker states his 

inspirations for comedy are Eddie Murphy 

and Richard Pryor.

Smokey, was a drug addict who was an energetic and outlandish person. Films such as Friday (1995) showed Tucker's 

television-comedy styling was very different from his stand-up. In 1995, Tucker also appeared in in another lm, Dead 

Presidents (1995).

Rush Hour (1998) grossed more than $200 million worldwide. This resulted in two additional sequels, Rush Hour 2 

(2001) and Rush Hour 3 (2007). In 2006, Tucker got a deal on his Rush Hour 3 (2007) contract that paid $25 million, 

making him the highest-paid actor in Hollywood at that time. 

1997 was the busiest year of Tucker's career. He starred in three hit movies all in the same year: The Fifth Element (1997), 

Money Talks (1997), and Jackie Brown (1997). Tucker co-starred and exec. produced Money Talks with Charlie Sheen 

and appeared in Luc Besson's The Fifth Element before beginning work on the highly commercially successful Rush Hour 

lms playing the role of Detective James Carter.

In 2012, Tucker appeared in the Oscar nominated lm “Silver Lining Playbook” with Robert DeNiro, Jennifer Lawrence 

and Bradley Cooper.

In 2001, Tucker also was in a music video with friend, pop legend Michael Jackson, in the music video, "You Rock My 

World."

Tucker is also a humanitarian and spends much of his spare time traveling and working with his foundation. ABWP thanks 

him for his generous support of his time and contributions. 
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Monica R. 
Carter-Soaris
M.B.A.
CFP Candidate

She received her M.B.A. degree in 2001. She attributes 

her success to differentiating herself from the norm and 

being a trusted advisor to her clients. Her infectious 

personality empowers anyone who has the opportunity to 

be advised by her. 

She believes, faith, perseverance, tenacity, giving, 

knowledge, and persistence is key to accomplishing your 

dreams. If you never give up, stay positive and keep 

negativity from your mindset, there is no limit to the sky 

for you!  Everyone has a purpose and you will fulll it, if 

you stay the course in your own lane, not someone else's! 

Keep dreaming and believing you can and you will!

F irst and foremost, Ms. Monica R. Carter-Soaris 

is a beautiful spirited Woman of God, 

consummate business woman, licensed 

nancial strategist/realtor/real estate investor, 

author, and public motivational speaker. She has a 

human resources executive background for fortune 500 

companies/entertainment. Her foundation is wealth 

management with coaching professionals all over the 

world about tax-advantage concepts for professionals, 

doctors, nurses, attorneys, families, business owners, 

athletes, etc. She is well grounded, has an infectious 

personality and purpose to empower women and young 

girls to shine.  Monica is a woman who believes there are 

no limits to what anyone can accomplish. Her motto is…. 

“I can do all things through Christ, who strengthens me.” 

Everything she does may look glamorous and easy, but 

many aspects of her life have not been without 

challenges or obstacles. Born in the 'Show Me State,' St 

Louis, MO, however, she has been in Southern California 

since she was four years old. and always advocating for 

change.

CHARITY & 
SCHOLARSHIP
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Always wanting to take her love of music to the next level, Cherokee moved 

to Los Angeles where she signed on with manager Herb Trawick, who also 

managed Brian McKnight at the time. Then in 1999 through Trawick's 

production deal she signed with RCA Records. Cherokee was truly on her 

way to stardom. 

Shortly thereafter, her debut album “I Love You...Me” hit the mass market 

and she was performing on hit shows such as “Soul Train”, “Motown Live” 

and opening up in Amsterdam for Lauren Hill and Performing In Osaka 

Japan for the troops. The mainstream media took notice and she was 

featured in Rolling Stone, Jet, Vogue, Esquire, Billboard, the New York 

Times and many other enormous media outlets. She even delve into acting 

and modeling. She was featured in a large ad campaign for the popular 

clothing outlet the Gap, which saw her plastered on billboards across nearly 

a dozen states and a TV commercial for GAP which featured her playing 

ACDC's "Back In Black" on guitar. Polo Jeans/ Ralph Lauren also sponsored 

her in a 10 city tour in the states. 

Her highly anticipated follow up record, “Soul Parade” had her working 

with a myriad of industry heavyweights including Outkast, Bilal, Jill Scott, 

Rasaan Patterson, Anthony Hamilton, Floetry and Musiq. This was going to 

be the record to catapult her into superstardom. 

Born in Harlem and raised in Brooklyn, Cherokee knew from a very early 

age that music was a part of every ber of her being. With a natural afnity 

for creating music, she began writing poetry and implementing melodies at 

the early age of 10. And by the age of 13 – aided by a very patient mother who 

allowed the kids to play loud music in the house – Cherokee had formed her 

rst band, which played a lot of R&B and soul music. By 19 years of age she 

was part of a duo that was signed to Morgan Creek Records. But, it certainly 

didn't stop there. 

Cherokee was never able to release the album, which featured “Nectarine,” 

a song she performed with Andre 3000 of Outkast. Despite the desire of 

consumers to hear the follow up to “I Love You...Me,” the black division of 

RCA responsible for releasing the album ended up folding. She then moved 

to Arista Records but when that didn't work out, the completed album was 

never released and can now be found bootlegged online for as much as 

$290.00. Flattering but not how Cherokee wanted things to go.

Growing tired of the music business and the grind that goes along with it, 

Cherokee decided to take some time off. She married Grammy Award-

winning mix engineer Neal Pogue. Cherokee was determined to focus her 

time on family and has done so for almost the pass 17 years. Her daughter 

Dream is almost out of the nest getting ready to attend college. And her son 

D'sani whom she adopted is a freshman in High school.  Raising her two 

children who are now 17 and 15 years old has been a sacrice worth music 

taking a back seat.

But of course, she couldn't put music down forever. She started using social 

media outlets such as / facebook/Twitter/Instagram to connect with her 

audience to get a feel for their interest in a new Cherokee album. What she 

found was that there was denitely interest. A lot of interest. 

CHEROKEE
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ENTERTAINMENT

R&B Recording Artist, 
Vocalist & Songwriter

 In 2011 she did a brief stint in a reggae 

inspired duo called "E.D.C" short for "Esprit 

De Corps". 

Cherokee was lead vocalist/songwriter and 

went under the name "Shockmama Cherry" 

and her partner in the duo Fred Card created 

the music. They began playing local venues 

and had also played "SXSW" three years in a 

row due to popular demand. However, due to 

creative differences the pair departed ways 

leaving Cherokee with the realization to focus 

on her solo career once again. She released an 

EP in 2018 called Just a Brooklyn Girl without 

major  label support which is on all music 

platforms.. Her plan now is to release a new 

project by 2023 and perform locally to build 

up her following. 

With many urging her to get back into the 

studio she has plans to delve back into her 

passion and has been writing and recording 

demos for her next album. She wants the 

music world to know that Cherokee is coming 

back. And soon. So get ready! 

40 Years of Boldly Advocating 
for Health Equity & Justice

Regal & Revolutionary:

“GOOD ENOUGH” is available now at niorenee.com. 

NIO RENEÉ has a versatile singing style that crosses many 

genres that bring together elements of Jazz, R&B, Soul, Blues 

and Funk along with Rock, Pop, Hip Hop and Dance music. Her 

live performances are energized, moving and exciting. She has 

shared her gifts with amazing artists such as Mariah Carey, 

Chaka Khan, Rod Stewart, Cher, Charo, Al Jarreau, Tevin 

Campbell, Ce Ce Peniston, Snoop Dogg and Maklemore, 

including China's very own Jane Zhang (Zhang Lianying).

NIO RENEÉ was born in Los Angeles, CA into a 

talented family in the music industry. She is the oldest 

daughter of Ronald Wilson formally of the Legendary 

groups Bloodstone and The Temptations. The apple 

didn't fall too far from the tree. At the age of ve, she wrote her 

rst song and it was immediately apparent to her family that she 

was full of extraordinary talent. Her passion for entertainment 

had been set ablaze and when she turned 12 years old, she 

embarked on her professional singing and acting career in 

Germany for the American Forces Network. 

Nio Reneé
R&B Recording Artist, 
Vocalist & Songwriter



Connecting People
Through Music

DJ Ari-4Rari is a passionate Los Angeles-based 

DJ known for her multi-genre mixing. Her love for 

music derives from her professional and 

educational background in the arts and general love of 

spreading joy and connecting people through music.

DJ Ari-4Rari is experienced with virtual and in-person 

settings. She is exible and easily adapts to the 

sometimes-unpredictable world of live music. As a 

female DJ, she is helping to diversify the industry and get 

the party started along the way! Follow her on Instagram 

@djari4rari.

DJ ARI-4RARI
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Barbara Ross-Lee, DO served as Vice President for 

Health Sciences and Medical Affairs (VPHSMA) at NYIT 

from 2001 until 2017. Additionally, during that time, she 

served as interim Dean of the College of Osteopathic 

Medicine and interim Dean of the School of Health 

Professions. In November 2014, Dr. Ross-Lee became 

the Inaugural Dean for NYITCOM at A-State, where she 

also served as CEO of its Academic Health Centers and 

President of its Faculty Practice Plan while continuing 

service as VPHSMA of NYIT. Dr. Ross-Lee is a nationally 

recognized expert on health policy issues and serves as an 

advisor on primary care, medical education, minority 

health, women's health, and rural health care issues on 

the federal and state levels. She is the founding director of 

the AOA Health Policy Fellowship Program, which 

prepares mid-career osteopathic physicians for 

leadership roles in health care. Dr. Ross-Lee is also the 

Founding Director of the Training in Policy Studies 

(TIPS) for osteopathic resident physicians. 

Dr. Ross-Lee is the rst African American woman to serve 

as dean of a United States medical school (Ohio 

University Heritage College of Osteopathic Medicine, 

1993 - 2001). She is also the rst osteopathic physician to 

participate in the Robert Wood Johnson Health Policy 

Fellowship. Dr. Ross-Lee served as a commissioned 

ofcer, United States Naval Reserves Medical Corps, 

achieving the rank of Captain. She lectures both 

nationally and internationally and has published 

numerous scholarly articles on a variety of medical and 

healthcare issues. She is the recipient of nine honorary 

degrees and many national awards. Most recently, the 

ACGME Annual Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Award 

was named the Barbara Ross-Lee, DO DEI Award in her 

honor. 

Ross-Lee has served as: Chair of the American 

Association of Colleges of Osteopathic Medicine 

(AACOM) Council of Presidents; Chair of the American 

Osteopathic Association (AOA) Council on Pre-doctoral 

Education (pre-dating COCA); and Chair of the Board of 

the Association of Academic Health Centers (AAHC). In 

2012, Dr. Ross-Lee was appointed by the Institute of 

Medicine to serve as a member of the Consensus 

Committee on the Governance and Financing of GME 

which was responsible for recommending reforms to the 

GME system. Dr. Ross-Lee assumed the position of 

President-elect of the American Osteopathic Foundation 

in January 2021 and currently serves as President of the 

AOF effective January 2022.
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Lifetime
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

BARBARA ROSS-LEE
D.O., FACOPP
President, 
American Osteopathic 
Foundation (AOF)
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Dr. Abraham is a graduate of multiple medical institutions 
including the Emory University Rollins School of Public Health, 
Harvard University School of Public Health, The University of 
Texas School of Medicine, and the University of Southern 
California Keck School of Medicine. On top of his educational 
history, he is also a leader of several prestigious organizations 
such as Councilor of the American Medical Association, member 
of the American Public Health Association, Delegate of the 
United States Pharmacopeia, Trustee of the California Medical 
Association, President-Elect of the Los Angeles County Medical 
Association, and many more.

His passion for furthering the rights of underserved and 
underrepresented communities and expanding the bounds of 
traditional medical care as well as his deep love for the people of 
Los Angeles has shaped his career.  Dr. Abraham will continue to 
be one of the driving forces in the overall efforts to improve the 
public access to healthcare for all people.

Dr. Jerry P. Abraham serves as an advocate for equal access to 
public health and healthcare for all people across Los Angeles. 
Throughout his time working as the Director & Chief 
Vaccinologist of Kedren Vaccines + Kedren Mobile, he has fought 
for  severa l  minor i ty  groups '  r ight  to  re l iab le  and 
nondiscriminatory treatment including advocacy for Black, 
LatinX, Asian/Pacic Islander, American Indian-Native Alaskan, 
and LGBTQIA+ communities. Through a mixture of avid social 
activism, dedicated community outreach, and an extensive 
history of medical experience, Dr. Abraham has spent his career 
working to innovate and democratize healthcare delivery in 
order to put patients rst and to break down institutional barriers 
that keep underserved groups from receiving care.

Dr. Abraham specializes in the care of people experiencing 
housing insecurity, patients with substance use & addiction, the 
care of migrant workers, the treatment of chronic pain in 
vulnerable populations, delivering high-quality primary care to 
severely mentally ill patients, reintegration and re-entry care for 
patients with histories of incarceration.  Additionally, Dr. 
Abraham's mobile portfolio of work includes: Public Health 
initiatives: increasing school-based childhood vaccination rates 
in South LA; increasing chronic disease, cancer, and mental 
health screenings; reducing Black maternal & child mortality; 
reducing gun-violence & inconsistent policing; addressing social 
determinants of health: homelessness, food insecurity, and 
economic empowerment; Ending the Epidemics (HIV/AIDS, 
STIs including congenital syphilis, Viral Hepatitis); addressing 
Climate Health via adaptation, mitigation, and education 
strategies including decarbonizing the health sector   --  and now 
providing whole-person, total COVID-19 care including testing, 
vaccines, therapeutics, long-COVID care, patient education & 
community engagement.

He serves on the Faculty of the Charles Drew University School 
of Medicine, the UCLA David Geffen School of Medicine, and 
the USC Keck School of Medicine. As Director of Kedren 
Vaccines: A Division of Kedren Community Health Center Inc., 
he has fully repositioned Kedren Health to serve as the lead 
responder for COVID-19 testing, vaccinations, and therapeutics 
in Los Angeles County providing over 450,000 tests and over 
300,000 vaccines with a keen focus to South Los Angeles, 
earning international and national acclaim. His program has 
allowed residents of underprivileged neighborhoods, those 
without reliable transportation, and people experiencing 
homelessness to be provided access not only to the vaccine itself 
but also a reliable patient education on vaccination safety. This 
effort has saved countless lives, and further kept the community 

safe in these unprecedented times.  Dr. Abraham has also won 
several awards for his dedicated clinical work including the 2021 
Hero of Family Medicine Award for his passionate advocacy for 
patients, colleagues, and the family medicine specialty. He has 
also been acknowledged for his community-based efforts 
receiving the 2022 Community Service Award from the 
California Department of Public Health, the Compassionate 
Physician of the Year from the California Medical Association 
CMA, and the Gay Men's Chorus of Los Angeles GMCLA Voice 
Award. In addition to his many awards and recognitions, he has 
also gained public esteem via multiple media appearances on 
national news sources such as CNN, MBC, MSNBC, and more.
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AWARD

JERRY P. ABRAHAM
MD, MPH, CMQ
Director & Chief Vaccinologist 
Kedren Vaccines

40 Years of Boldly Advocating 
for Health Equity & Justice

Regal & Revolutionary:





40 Years of Boldly Advocating 
for Health Equity & Justice

Regal & Revolutionary:
ASSOCIATION OF 
BLACK WOMEN PHYSICIANS

Association of Black Women Physicians

2022 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 

Rebecca Lee Crumpler Scholarship | Vena Ricketts/ABWP Community Service

She has aspirations of becoming a urologist, obstetrician-gynecologist, or family medicine physician.

Through clinical shadowing at Western's Women Clinic and research with the EMERGE Lab, Dayna has shown an 

interest in serving underserved communities. While interning during her clinical experience in South Central LA, she 

assessed patient vitals, observed physical exams, and educated patients on well adult care, exercise, and diet. Her 

research identied disparities in the location and pricing of contraception and other reproductive services and was 

presented at the Society of Family Planning's 2019 Annual Meeting. In the summer of 2021, she participated in the 

Summer Urban Heath Fellowship where she mentored high school and undergraduate students, conducted COVID-19 

research, and facilitated an anti-racism curriculum. In her second year, she continued to be an agent of change by co-

founding the Los Angeles Medical Student Volunteers, a program that gave students opportunities to volunteer in the 

greater Los Angeles area. 

JANINE CADET

Dayna Grundy was born and raised in Los Angeles, California. She attended the University 

of Southern California and graduated in 2017 with a B.S in Health Promotion and Disease 

Prevention and a minor in African American Studies. In college, she gained a preventative 

mindset and saw a career in medicine as a way to help people live better lives. After 

graduating from USC, she completed a post-baccalaureate program at Charles R Drew 

University of Medicine and Science. Currently, she is a third-year medical student in the 

Charles R Drew/ UCLA Medical Education Program.

Rebecca Lee Crumpler Scholarship | Vena Ricketts/ABWP Community Service

Janine Cadet was born and raised in Newark, NJ. She attended Princeton University with a 

major in Public and International Affairs. Following undergraduate schooling, she 

completed a one-year Princeton Fellowship by working for New Alternatives for Children, a 

foster care and adoption agency in New York City. She then moved to Los Angeles to attend 

Keck School of Medicine. During her third year of medical school, she took one gap year to 

complete a Master's in Public Health at USC with a concentration in Health Services and 

Policy. Currently, Janine is in her fourth year of medical school and applying into Emergency 

Medicine. She hopes to balance a career as a practicing physician and public health 

professional that can improve outcomes of many communities in the future

Jessica is originally from Vancouver, WA. She graduated from Harvard College in 2019 with 

a major in biology and minors in Spanish and American Sign Language. After graduation, 

Jessica conducted a year-long traveling fellowship in Colombia. She then returned to the 

United States to work as a research assistant at Gallaudet University.

Anthem Blue Cross Named Scholarship

DAYNA GRUNDY

Jessica is currently a rst-year medical student at the University of Southern California's 

Keck School of Medicine. As a member of the school's Primary Care Program, her goal is to 

become a primary care clinician and community health advocate. As she is uent in both 

ASL and Spanish, she is committed to working with Deaf patients and Spanish- speaking 

patients who do not feel comfortable communicating in English. Jessica plans to focus on these and other underserved 

communities in her future career. In her free time, she enjoys reading, traveling, and dancing.

Sandra Bankhead Spirit Scholarship Recipient

Rebecca Lee Crumpler Scholarship | Carmen Parott Scholarship
CDU School of Medicine Named Recipient

JESSICA EKEYA
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Rebecca Lee Crumpler Scholarship | Vena Ricketts/ABWP Community Service  

ALLISON LEGGETT

I grew up the third born out of six children in a suburban Southern California town. My 
father is a military veteran from the Lower 9th Ward in New Orleans. My mother is a 
homemaker from South Sudan who came to America in the 1980's. For my parents, 
providing educational opportunities for their children in America meant assimilating by 
physically distancing themselves from almost every aspect that dened their identities and 
culture. My awareness of how my parents assimilated and the severe lack of racial diversity 
in my hometown pushed me to look at the American educational ecosystem. Because I was 
the only Black student in my high school advanced placement courses, I understood that 
attending universities with more socioeconomically diverse populations would show me 

opportunities for deeper self-acceptedness and how to care for the less fortunate. When I was seven years old, I 
traumatically lost the vision in my left eye. Several months later, I was tted with a prosthetic eye with a tiny red ower 
printed on the very top. For the next ten years, I would have more doctor visits than all my siblings combined. My 
healthcare team's commitment to ensuring that my loss didn't limit my capabilities ignited my curiosity into medicine. 
That ower eventually dug its roots into my future and blossomed into my intention to practice medicine so I could affect 
the lives of many in the same profound way mine had been. My path was clear; I wanted to be a doctor.

NAHID HOWARD

Rebecca Lee Crumpler Scholarship | Vena Ricketts/ABWP Community Service | 

Rebecca Lee Crumpler Scholarship | Vena Ricketts/ABWP Community Service
Patricia Bath Memorial Scholarship

Jeanette Mcpherson Gates Memorial

Allison Gabriella Leggett, MS, is a fourth-year medical student in the combined Charles R. 
Drew/UCLA Medical Education Program. As a medical student, Allison has served as the 
Co-president of her class over the past three years where she served as a liaison between 
students and faculty at her university, and currently serves as the elected student 
representative on the Board of Trustees. Her passion for health literacy, food equity, and 
culinary medicine has led her to begin designing a city-wide nutrition curriculum for 
LAUSD's school district, laying the foundation for nutrition literacy and STEM interest 
among youth. She has participated in UCLA's Teaching Kitchen and has contributed to 
multidisciplinary discussion regarding the importance of nutrition education in medical 

schools. She recently obtained a MS in Bioinformatics at UCLA on full-scholarship—exploring the geographic 
distribution of prediabetes and SNAP in LA. She plans to continue to combat health inequities through a career in health 
policy and preventive medicine within primary care.

JESSICA MALISA

When I arrived in the United States at three years old, my parents sought to instill me with 
traditional Zimbabwean principles while adapting to the United States. One phrase that my 
parents instilled in me is munhu munhu nekuda kwevanhu, which is Shona for a person is a 
person because of others. It is a phrase that has remained with me throughout my life. From 
a young age, I have always wanted to pursue medicine. My goal has been to treat diverse 
populations using both scientic knowledge and cultural awareness to address medical 
issues. Experiencing the heavy feelings that come with being othered, I want to bridge the 
gap between scientic knowledge and cultural competency for my future patients

Optum Named Scholarship 
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SHAMI-IYABO MITCHELL
Rebeca Lee Crumpler Scholarship, Vena Ricketts/ABWP Community Service/ CDU Named Scholarship 

Shami-Iyabo Mitchell spent her early years in Cleveland, Ohio with her father, mother, and sister 
and is a resident of California. Ms.Mitchell received her masters in bioethics from Columbia 
University as a means of identifying and appropriately addressing her own personal bias prior to 
entering the eld of medicine. She hopes to use an interdisciplinary lens to serve the needs of 
patients from underserved backgrounds.

Her professional, academic, and personal pursuits are centered around her commitment to health 
advocacy in under-resourced communities. Growing up in East Cleveland where the median 
household income was 22,000 and where there was limited access to medical care, she found 
numerous ways of connecting and volunteering with her community then and now as a second year 
medical student in the UCLA/CDU PRIME Medical Education Program including being a math 

teacher for adult learners, volunteering for Black Women for Wellness, the Atlanta Food Bank, the Emory Autism center, and 
coordinating a vaccine site amid the COVID-19 pandemic.

Ms.Mitchell's most rewarding experience stems from the efforts she's made to reestablish trust of medicine and research within her 
community. Growing up in an underserved community with a historical mistrust of the healthcare system has allowed Ms.Mitchell to 
be more empathetic and understanding of the systems of socialization that can harm the health of many patients. She hopes to give a 
voice to the voiceless communities negatively impacted by the lack of access to resources which could inform their health status.

MARIANMU OSUMAH
Rebecca Lee Crumpler Scholarship | Vena Ricketts/ABWP Community Service

Growing up, Marianmu did not always have the resources to help her excel in school, so she had to 
transition into a self-sufcient learner because that is what was required. In middle school, 
Marianmu willingly sacriced her lunch periods to ask her teacher clarifying questions about the 
course material. Since she was young, she has been adamant about understanding challenging 
subjects. Her zeal for knowledge has enabled her to progress through school and grow condent in 
her abilities. Though Marianmu was frequently the only Black student in her classes, making her 
feel she needed to prove she was there for good reason, she was able to graduate from the University 
of California, Los Angeles with a dual degree in Neuroscience and African-American studies. Her 
training in Neuroscience encouraged her to seek information and use logic, while African American 
studies provided her a keen understanding of the multidimensionality of human existence, as well 
as helped her build a strong foundation in critical thinking. A combination of qualities that have 

allowed her to understand the scientic basis of medical research and remain inclusive while practicing medicine.

As an adult in the workplace, she learned to speak up for herself, though cognizant that many people would be put off by a vocal, Black 
woman, imagining her to be “angry.” Marianmu’s experiences were intimidating and sometimes hurtful, but pushed her to develop 
courage and become a stronger person and communicator. As a Black woman, she has had her competence and worthiness 
questioned. As a student of critical Black theory, she learned about the ways Black, female, or low-income patients are overlooked by 
doctors. Now as a member of a historically underrepresented group within medicine, Marianmu is working to gracefully combat 
historical trends and be amongst a generation of doctors who can nally remedy this disparity. As COVID-19 claims a 
disproportionate number of lives of color, awareness of health inequity is more crucial than ever.

SCOTTI SMITH
Rebecca Lee Crumpler Scholarship | Vena Ricketts/ABWP Community Service
Beverly James Scholarship Recipient

Scotti is originally from Detroit, Michigan, where she attended Wayne State University, obtaining a 
Bachelor of Science in the Biological Sciences in 2019. While at Wayne State, she participated in 
many extracurricular activities, volunteering opportunities, and research that sparked her interest 
in medicine and primary/preventative care. During her gap year from 2019-2020, she worked as an 
ABA technician for children with Autism at Gateway Pediatric Therapy and as a clinical team 
member at Michigan Spine and Brain Surgeons, both located in Metro Detroit. Currently, she is in 
her second year at the Keck School of Medicine of USC. She is a member of the Primary Care 
Program, where she has participated in community service projects within the Los Angeles area. 
She has also been actively mentoring high school and undergraduate students interested in the 

healthcare eld. Recently, she has joined the Board of the Lactation Training Initiative at USC, whose goal is to bring workshop and 
curriculum updates to the medical students at Keck to improve their knowledge and understanding of lactation and breastfeeding. 
Her current career goals include participation in efforts to further reduce the health disparities experienced by the underserved 
communities in our society. She is currently interested in pursuing a career in family medicine with a focus on women's health.
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Charnise Taylor is a 4th-year medical student in the Charles R. Drew/UCLA Prime-Leadership and 
Advocacy program. She is from Los Angeles, California and completed her undergraduate studies at 
Loyola Marymount University with a degree in Biochemistry. Last year, she completed a Master's In 
Clinical Research with a concentration in Bioinformatics. She has a passion for being involved in 
health advocacy and has a strong desire to be a physician for the community of South Los Angeles. 
As a second-year medical student, she continued advancing her leadership capabilities as the co-
president of UCLA/Drew SNMA Chapter, in which her focus was to provide students of color with 
avenues of opportunities to foster a desire to practice medicine with vulnerable populations. 
Charnise's goal is to become an anesthesiologist and physician-leader informaticist, advocating for 
patients in the operating room and improving health technologies in the under-resourced 
healthcare institutions of Los Angeles. 

SABINA SPIGNER

Sabina's passions align with her research efforts in the elds of medical education, sexual and 
gender minority health/healthcare, diversity, equity and inclusion, and reproductive/sexual health. 
Her primary goal is to improve patient care for minoritized and marginalized populations by 
advancing medical education. Sabina has held leadership roles in her institution's chapters for 

Medical Students for Choice, Pitt Medical Student Pride Alliance, and the OBGYN Interest Group. Nationally, Sabina leads the 
Medical Student Pride Alliance organization as its Executive Director. Most recently, she was inducted into her medical school's 
Charles G. Watson Chapter of the Arnold P. Gold Humanism Honor Society.

NICOLE SYDER
Rebecca Lee Crumpler Scholarship | Vena Ricketts/ABWP Community Service Scholarships

A fourth-year medical student at the Keck School of Medicine of USC, Nicole Syder has 
demonstrated a strong commitment to working for the advancement of underserved communities 
of color. Nicole graduated from Stanford University in 2016, double majoring in Human Biology and 
Africana Studies. After graduation, she completed a Post-Baccalaureate Premedical Program at 
Bryn Mawr College and was awarded a fellowship to conduct research at the National Heart, Lung, 
and Blood Institute of the National Institutes of Health. As a medical student, she has served as 
President of the Student National Medical Association, an organization committed to supporting 
minority medical students and addressing the needs of underserved communities.

Nicole just completed a fellowship in Skin of Color and Pigmentary Disorders and is applying to dermatology this year. She has been 
committed to expanding the literature on skin of color through her research that has sought to investigate topics such as vitiligo and 
makeup use, sunscreen use in the Black community, and the lack of skin of color in medical educational resources. Nicole plans to 
continue these advocacy efforts as she enters her nal year of medical school and for the duration of her medical career.

CHARNISE TAYLOR
Rebecca Lee Crumpler Scholarship | Vena Ricketts/ABWP Community Service Scholarships
Anna Smith Memorial Scholarship

Sabina Spigner is originally from Southern California but has lived in Pennsylvania since 2012 for 
her college and graduate education. She holds an M.S. in Biology from Chatham University and an 
M.P.H. from the Jefferson College of Population Health. She graduated from the University of 
Pennsylvania in 2016 with her Bachelor's degree in Neuroscience and Gender, Sexuality, and 
Women's Studies. She is currently a fourth-year medical student at the University of Pittsburgh 
School of Medicine.

Rebecca Lee Crumpler Scholarship | Vena Ricketts/ABWP Community Service Scholarships

Outside of being a medical student, Sabina uses her social media platforms to mentor, inspire, and encourage underrepresented pre-
medical students as they navigate applying to medical schools. In her free time, she enjoys playing video games, watching TV and 
movies with her Fiancée, and listening to music. Sabina is currently applying to OB/GYN residencies and aspires to continue working 
in academic medicine to inspire the next generation of physicians.

This year, she found a great deal of passion in serving as the coordinator for 2 community service 
initiatives with the goal of exposing young Black and Brown children as well as community members 
to medicine and dermatology: DermRISES and Dermmunity.
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Carmen Parrott Memorial Scholarship
Dr. Carmen Parrott was a practicing dermatologist in Los Angeles, CA. She grew up in 

Maryland and completed her training at University of Pennsylvania. After establishing her 

practice in Los Angeles, Dr. Parrott was very active and engaged with the Association of Black 

Women Physicians, including a leadership position on the executive board. She was kind, 

passionate, engaging and a friend to everyone she met. Her humble and kind spirit combined 

with her brilliance and skill left an indelible impression on the organization. A memorial 

scholarship in her name was initially established by her mother who understood her 

commitment to ABWP, and it has continued to be funded by members of the organization 

each year since its inception.

Dr. Smith was a beloved psychiatrist and an Association of Black Women Physicians lifetime 

member. She also raised a daughter, Dr. Anne Staveren, who is a charter member and past-

president of the organization. Dr. Smith was dedicated to addressing disparities in mental 

health for people of color and enhancing wellness in underserved communities. Her 

memorial scholarship was created to honor her career and commitment to these concerns 

and is meant to support a student with similar passion and dedication.

Anna Smith Memorial Scholarship

Special Scholarship Awards

The Association of Black Women Physicians (ABWP) 

established the Rebecca Lee Davis Crumpler, MD Scholarship 

Awards in recognition of the rst Black woman physician in the 

United States. Dr. Crumpler graduated from New England 

Female Medical College in 1864, one year before the end of 

slavery. The scholarship provides assistance to women medical 

students, and is awarded based on academic merit, nancial 

need and commitment to the ABWP mission, "…improving 

public health and welfare through the advancement of 

knowledge concerning women and community health." Deep 

appreciation is extended to our donors, supporters and friends 

whose efforts have enabled us to give over $600,000 in 

scholarship awards since 1982. 

Rebecca Lee Crumpler, MD and
Vena Ricketts, MD/ABWP Community Scholarships
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 40 years of Service to Humanity 

Jessie L. Sherrod, MD, MPH 
Founding President. ABWP 

With Sincere Appreciation and Gratitude for

4. V. Joy Simmons, MD        1986-1987 

6. Sylvia S. Swilley, MD       1988-1989 
7. Anitha Mitchell, MD       1989-1990 
8. Natalie Sanders, MD, MPH, MBA    1991 

1. Jessie L. Sherrod, MD, MPH    1982-1984 
2. Margo DeLeaver Russel, MD     1984-1985 
3. Vonnie K. Ross, MD        1985-1986 

5. Rebecca Wills, MD        1987-1988 

22. Marion S. Johnson, MD      2005 
21. Karen Ragland Cole, MD, MBA    2004 

25. La Tanya Hines, MD       2008 

10. Wendy Green, MD        1993 

13. Kimberly Gregory, MD, MPH    1996 

23. NaNotchka M. Chumley, DO, MPH   2006 

27. Glenna Tolbert, MD, QME     2010-2011 

17. Kathleen Brown-Crenshaw, MD   2000 

15. Kim R. Lipscomb, MD       1998 

20. Christina McAlpin, MD      2003 

32. Cozzette Lyons-Jones, MD, MPH   2021-2022 

9. Jasmine Bowers, MD       1992 

18. Sherrill Rieux, MD       2001 

29. Valencia Walker, MD, MPH     2013-2016 

24. Roberta Doucet, MD       2007 

31. Sylvia Gates Carlisle, MD     2019-2020 

12. Claudia Alleyne, MD       1995 

14. Gail Jackson, MD        1997 

28. Nicole Alexander, MD, MA*     2012 

19. Karen D. Johnson, MD      2002 

30. Ana Lopes Johnson, MD      2017-2018 

11. Ann Staveren, MD        1994 

16. Marcia J. Glenn, MD       1999 

26. Letitia Bridges-Hill, MD, MBA    2009 

ABWP PRESIDENTS’ TRIBUTE
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PLATINUM SPONSOR

SPECIAL ACKNOWLEGMENT TO OUR DONORS & SUPPORTERS

SILVER SPONSORS

Thank You

SPONSORS

to our

Gilead Sciences, Inc.*

Alzheimer’s Association

Charles Drew School of Medicine
David B. Rogers Foundation*
Drs. Gerianne Dudley & David Griffins*

TransAmerica Institute*
March of Dimes
First 5 LA
Tougaloo College
Center for the Study of Racism, Social Justice, and Health

Black Women Lawyers Association of Los Angeles

DAVID GRIFFIN & 
DR. GERIANNE DUDLEY

WEST LOS ANGELES

Jessie L. Sherrod MD, MPH
FOUNDING PRESIDENT 

GOLD SPONSORS

BRONZE SPONSORS

NaNotchka Chumley-Outlaw, DO
La Tanya Hines, MD

Black Women for Wellness, Inc.
Eraka Bath, MD
Varina Ricketts MD*

Nzinga Graham, MD*
Anne Staveren, MD

Valencia Walker, MD*

Cheryl Powell, MD
Sylvia Swilley, MD

(financial* and nonfinancial)
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Congratulations  ABWP! 
First Option is honored to provide our production services 

in support of your work in creating the future of the medical profession.



McPherson & Sway

 Honoring 

"Folks Who Create 

Good Trouble”





SABRA DIOGIOES-WADDY   |   PRESIDENT & CEO  |   818.605.7405  !  SABRA@SPLENDIDAFFAIRSINC.COM

SPLENDIDAFFAIRSINC.COM

Let us make your next affair a most splendid experience! 

The Association of Black Women Physicians
on their

41st Annual Charity & Scholarship Benefit,
it’s 2022 Honorees & Scholarship Recipients,

Congratulates & Salutes

plendid                                          S
Affairs

                                          

A FULL SERVICE EVENT PRODUCTION COMPANY

Please visit our website for a full listing of our Scope of Services. 

Specializing in
CUSTOM EVENT PLANNING AND SUPPORT SERVICES

and for their tremendous effort to recognize and support 
those who endeavor to improve our quality of life.



VIRTUAL EVENT PRODUCTION 
Splendid Affairs, Inc. & First Option Entertainment Film Works

Splendid Affairs, Inc.

GRAPHICS & PROMOTIONS

Sabra Diogioes-Waddy

CA Senator Sydney Kamlager

Chanel Jenkins & Kirsten Garrison – Social Media Management

Paula Bond

Executive Producer & Event Coordinator

Carole Michaux – Abwp Admin Assistance
Dr. Lance Williams – Writer Promo Content

Dawan Brown – Lead Producer 

Sarah Harris

OFFICES OF ELECTED OFFICIALS

 Executive Producer & Scriptwriter

Marcus Redd – Editor Ogden Bass/OB1 Films – Director of Tech Operations for First Option 
Entertainment 

U.S. Representative Maxine Waters

SuiteEvents / Suite Life SoCal

Dr. Renee M. Poole – Event Chair & Give Smart Coordination
Dr. La Tanya Hines – Scholarship Committee Chair

Jerome Harris – Lead Editor & Videographer

First Option Entertainment & Film Works

Kirsten Garrison, Associate Producer, (SAI)

President, Publisher

SPECIAL THANKS & ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Dalyce Kelley – Webmaster

ABWP CHARITY BENEFIT AND SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEES

Acknowledgements

Pearl Ho – City Club Los Angeles

Tammi Mac – Mistress of Ceremonies
Chris Tucker – Special Guest Appearance

DJ ARI 4RARI – Disc Jockey Services

Monica Carter-Soaris, MBA – Invocation
Tammye & Daryl Tucker – Special Assistance w/Coordination

Nio Reneé - Entertainment
Julie Jules – Make-Up Artist

Keith McNulty – McNulty Nielsen Studios
L.A. Business Printing – Eric & Sheryl Johnson

Emmanuel Boateng – Artist
Damien Smith Photography – Photography
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Calendar of Events

November 5 | 2-4pm

November 5 

January 2023

African-American Infants & 

Maternal Health Townhall

Alzheimer's Walk at LA Zoo

ABWP General Body Meeting

Spring 2023

ABWP & Black Women Lawyers Annual Joint Symposium

New Officer Installation

Annual ABWP Retreat

November 12

October 2023

Annual Charity Benefit & Scholarship Gala

Please visit our website 
for full details.

blackwomenphysicians.org

@blackwomenphysicians AssociationofBlackWomenPhysicians 
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