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Watercolor Ohio 2026 Annual Juried Exhibition September 26-October 30

Thank you for joining us in the Fisher Wall Art Gallery at Marathon Center for the Performing

watﬁzgﬁglor Ohio Watercolor Society

have always had a home
1 1thit here, and visual art de-

49th Annual Juried Exhibition
, 5 painting sharpens how

] | we see, deepens what we
feel, and belongs in ev-

ery community that calls
itself a home for the arts. This exhibition brings together some of the finest work in water-
color and other water-soluble mediums being made in Ohio today. Supporting these paint-
ers keeps that talent close, gives it room to grow, and reminds us that a thriving arts scene
needs every medium represented. MCPA is honored to give this work a stage. We hope you
enjoy your visit and this outstanding exhibit.

Heather J. Clow, President & CEO
Marathon Center for the Performing Arts

Message from the Exhibition Chair

We are very grateful to The Marathon Center for the Performing Arts (MCPA) in Findlay for
hosting the OWS exhibition with limited notice after the original site—Lourdes University in
Sylvania—closed its doors only months before the scheduled opening.

In order that Watercolor Ohio 2026 could be displayed at the MCPA, we owe a special thanks
also to six Ohio women artists—Robie Benve, Bev Goldie, Janet Grissom, Dawn Petrill, Gale
Suver, and OWS member Jennifer Sowders—who agreed to shorten the duration of their
exhibition, DIVERscape, which explored the beauty and complexity of the natural landscape
through richly textured artistic expression.

The staff of the MCPA has been equally accommodating and helpful. Executive Director
Heather Clow and Curator Valerie Escobedo set up the exhibition and worked with us to

continued on page 44
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2026 Gold Medal Winner Seabreeze Frederick Graff . Exhibition Catalog: $10.00
@hlo For sales information on exhibited paintings, please contact the
( i I ’am:co OWS Treasurer: Aileen Cave, 937.631.5713 or aileencave@ymail.com
The Marathon Center for the Performing Arts Findlay, Ohio CSG@ OWS exhibitions, exhibitic.m catalogs, quarte.rly newsletter.and other programs
are funded by membership dues, grant monies, and donations from the pri-
vate sector. All donations are tax-deductible to the extent of the law.
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Ratindra Das is an award-winning artist whose journey
into fine art grew steadily alongside a successful career
in architecture. While working full-time, he studied
painting at the American Academy of Art in Chicago,
eventually turning his full energy toward the expressive
world of watercolor—a medium that allowed intuition
and atmosphere to take center stage.

He is a Dolphin Fellow of the American Watercol-
or Society, more recently a Gold Master in National
Watercolor Society, a Distinguished Master in Trans-
parent Watercolor Society, holds a Master Membership in San Diego Watercolor Society
and Watercolor West. He is a member Emeritus of the American Institute of Architects. His
paintings have received national recognition and have been featured in prestigious exhibi-
tions, including the 1st Shanghai Zhujiajiao International Watercolor Biennial, the Interna-
tional Watermedia Masters, and the Taiwan World Watercolor Competition. He is an hon-
orary member of the Jiangsu Watercolor Research Institute in China. His has published two
books, Watercolor with an Eye for Design and Watercolor Beyond Obvious Reality - A Workshop
in a Book. He regularly serves as a juror for national exhibitions—including the American

Watercolor Society—and has conducted workshops and demonstrations throughout the
U.S., Mexico, Canada, Italy, Singapore, and China. Whether standing before a class or a blank
sheet of paper, he believes in painting not just what we see—but what we feel.

JUror s Statement

Itis an honor to serve as the juror of selection and awards for the 2026 Ohio Watercolor So-
ciety exhibition. The experience has been both humbling and rewarding. This year’s entries
reflected the strength and vitality of watercolor, offering diverse themes, unique artistic
voices, and expressive use of the medium. After carefully reviewing the submissions many
times, | selected a collection that | believe forms a compelling and engaging exhibition.
No jury process is entirely free from personal response. While | sought to be as objective as
possible, certain paintings drew me back repeatedly. In the end, it was their unmistakable
“magnetic quality”—their ability to move, surprise, and linger in the mind—that earned
them a place in the exhibition. They may not have been perfect, but they were memora-
ble, authentic, and emotionally resonant. | thank every artist who shared their work and
congratulate both those selected and those who participated. My sincere appreciation also
goes to the Ohio Watercolor Society board, members, and volunteers whose dedication
made this exhibition possible. | hope you enjoy the exhibition as much as | did.

Ratindra Das

AWS (DF), NWS (GM), TWSA Distinguished Master
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Ohio Watercolor Society Jim Brower Lifetime Achievement

Christopher Leeper

i - ¢ Christopher Leeper is a realist painter and workshop instructor
~ painting in all mediums. He grew up in Western Pennsylvania and
_ attended Youngstown State University (YSU). He graduated in 1988
with a BFA degree in Graphic Design and subsequently worked as a
graphic designer for an ad agency and a health care system.

&

Even while working he was continually painting, entering shows
and competitions. Some highlights from this period include win-
ning the Pennsylvania Conservation Trout Stamp in 1997 and
‘ 2003; winning Best in Show, Area Artist Regional Exhibition, But-
ler Institute of American Art, Youngstown, OH; and exhibiting in

the American Watercolor Society’s Annual exhibition, NY.

In 2000, along with his wife Kathy, Chris moved to Canfield, OH. He also quit his job at St.
Elizabeth Health Center, Youngstown, Ohio, built a studio and became a full-time artist.

During this time, Chris had been teaching part-time at YSU. Since he no longer had a

full-time job, he took on more

university classes and began
teaching classes in his studio,
as well. The enjoyment and
fulfillment he got from teach-
ing was surprising since that
was never a career goal. Many
of his students have gone on
to win numerous awards and
achieve signature status, most
notably in the Ohio Watercol-
or Society. In 1997, he began
teaching workshops in all me- =
dia. He now teaches as many as T
twelve workshops per year throughout the country.

One of his main goals after establishing his studio was to do more illustration work. Chris
did numerous border illustrations for the wallcovering industry. By the end of 2005, he
had also illustrated four children’s books for the Smithsonian and the African Wildlife



Foundation and had written and
illustrated the book Realism in
Watermedia, (North Light).

In 2015, Chris began competing in
plein air competitions. Some nota-
ble events include Easton Plein Air,
Door County Plein Air, En Plein Air
Texas and the Cape Ann Plein Air
Festival. He is an active board member for the Ohio Plein Air Society.

Chris’s work has been featured in The Artist’s Magazine, Plein Air Magazine, Watercolor Magic
and Ohio Magazine and in the book Splash 14 (North Light). In 2021, he was a finalist in the
Plein Air Magazine Salon and was featured in the Aug./Sept. 2021 issue of the magazine.

A prolific painter, Chris has participated in national exhibitions with the American Water-
color Society, American Impressionists Society, Oil Painters of America and National Oil
and Acrylic Painters Society. His award-winning work has been shown in solo and juried
exhibitions throughout the country, and he has twice received the Gold Medal in Water-
color Ohio, the annual juried exhibition of the Ohio Watercolor Society in addition to more

than a dozen other awards.

¢ Chris is past president (2008-
. 2012) of the Ohio Watercol-
. or Society and is a signature
member of the National Oil
and Acrylic Painters’ Society
and Oil Painters of America. He
is on the Board of Trustees for
* the Ohio Plein Air Society and
the Cliffside Artists Collabora-
tive, Hinckley, OH.

Gator Country

continued on page 44
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y Acceptances into the Annual Exhibition

Congratulations to the following OWS members for their
acceptances of paintings into the Annual Exhibition.

5 Years
Thomas Derr
Craig Lloyd
Lori Meyer
Tom Tindira

10 Years
Lynne Rosati
Jeffrey Suntala

20 Years
Tom Mayer

25 Years
Judy Anderson

leam 2026

LULY

Exhibition Chairpersons
Tom Sorrell
Janealla Killebrew

Workshop Chairperson
Tom Sorrell

Juror’s Assistant
Janealla Killebrew

Take-in Volunteers
Martin Chappuies
George Harth
Janealla Killebrew
Tom Schroeder
Dennis Zimmerman

Reception Coordinator
Janealla Killebrew

Exhibition Registrar
Tom Sorrell

Exhibition Catalog
Nancy Notarianni



Frederick Graff (C)
Salem, SC
Seabreeze

29x 22

(OWS) Signature Member « (C) Charter Member « (AS) Associate Member « (0) New Signature Member

Gary Brooks (OWS)

Amelia, OH
Built to Last

29x 21



David P. Ruckman (OWS)
Ontario, OH
Drivers Il

11 x 21

(OWS) Signature Member - (C) Charter Member « (AS) Associate Member - (Q) New Signature Member

Chris Krupinski (OWS)
Downingtown, PA
A Blueberry River

30x 22



Jeffrey Suntala (OWS)
Strongsville, OH
The Poet

19x13

(OWS) Signature Member « (C) Charter Member « (AS) Associate Member + () New Signature Member n

with a $400 value

Richard Surowicz (OWS)
Medina, OH
Winter Tangles

22x30



AWARD OF DISTINC
with a $400 value
Edwin Kitchen (OWS)
Columbus, OH
Peaks and Valleys
22x16
(OWS) Signature Member

« (C) Charter Member « (AS) Associate Member «

OHIO WATE

() New Signature Member

RCOLOR SOC

with a $350 value

Jeff Stahler (OWS)
Aurora, CO
SitNBull

13x10




Connie S. Gifford (OWS)
Kettering, OH
Wheels and Spokes

21 x 14

(OWS) Signature Member - (C) Charter Member + (AS) Associate Member - (Q) New Signature Member

Martin Chappuies (OWS)

Toledo, OH
Woodland Waters

19x 25
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Yuki Hall (OWS)
Dayton, OH
Ponte Sant Angelo

13x10

(OWS) Signature Member «+ (C) Charter Member « (AS) Associate Member « (0) New Signature Member 17

Jim Gerkin (OWS)
Lancaster, OH
SG's MG

22x 14



Alan Ambuske (AS)
Kent,, OH
Cleveland Steel

1M x 15

(OWS) Signature Member « (C) Charter Member «+ (AS) Associate Member « (0) New Signature Member 19
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Judith Anderson (OWS)
Westerville, OH

The Artist Studio

24x18

Donna Bargar (OWS)
Strongsville, OH

The Old Maple Tree
12x16



Bob Bruce (OWS)
Columbus, OH
Tom & Jill Sailing
10x 14

R &
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Kevin Buckland (OWS)
Lewis Center, OH
Raging Robin

15x 21

(OWS) Signature Member - (C) Charter Member - (AS) Associate Member « (O) New Signature Member

Springfield, OH
Pleasant Valley
17 x 26

Nancy Clelland (AS)
Columbus, OH
Monterey Cypress
15x22

21 2



Linda Coe (OWS)

Powell, OH xm lt)er:)(:WS)
Florence Market .oos er,
Kidron Elevator
14 x 10

21x13

Brenda Myers Cohen (OWS)
Girard, OH

Early Autumn

30x22

Billie Dickson (OWS) ¢
Beavercreek, OH
Stephensplatz Vienna
10x 13

(OWS) Signature Member - (C) Charter Member - (AS) Associate Member - (O) New Signature Member 23 24



Adele DiMinno (AS)
Cincinnati, OH

La Bogquillal

14 x 15

Jeanette B Ferguson (OWS)

Troy, OH
Oregon Grapes
11 x14
Barbara Hahn (OWS)
Findlay, OH WP | I
Rally in the Alley . , , "Q(l W" i
Julie Di Siena (AS) s : 2 ; " I | l .
Northfield, OH
Koki
15x 19

(OWS) Signature Member - (C) Charter Member « (AS) Associate Member « (0) New Signature Member 25 26



George Harth (OWS)

Medina, OH

Woman and a Stained Glass Window
13x10

Marcia Hartsock (AS)
Cincinnati, OH

Blessed Are the Colorful
17x13

(OWS) Signature Member « (C) Charter Member « (AS) Associate Member « (0) New Signature Member

27
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Jack Hickson (OWS) ¢
Barberton, OH
Sweetness of Summer
14 x 10

Millie Hawkins (OWS)
Warren, OH

Kinsman old house
15x 14



Linda Hutchinson (OWS)
Kent, OH

Remy

13x10

Gina Judy (OWS)
Richmond, OH
Plein-Air Artists On Gilfillan Lawn

w 7 if ' ‘\: CUANDBLERY .' 13 x21

[ | | { e st
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Karen Jennings (OWS) Tessa Kalman (OWS) ¢

Mansfield, OH Dayton, OH
The Chandlery Art Reception at Tohono Chul
14 x 16 12x16

(OWS) Signature Member + (C) Charter Member - (AS) Associate Member « (0) New Signature Member 29 30



Kathleen Kuhn (OWS) Craig Lloyd (OWS)

Cincinnati, OH Cincinnati, OH
Hats Off to You Top Floor
22x22 26x 16

Christopher Leeper (OWS)

S Lyden (OWS

Canfield, OH usan Ly -en( )

Bright Wat Bay Village, OH
r

? 21 x 2eg Dahlias

17 x 24

(OWS) Signature Member « (C) Charter Member « (AS) Associate Member + (0) New Signature Member 31 32



Ken Marshall (AS)
Westlake, OH
Mountain Lake
Bx13

Lindy McMurray (AS)
Youngstown, OH
A Light on Industry

14 x 21
Thomas Mayer (OWS)
Mogadore, OH
Clara
7x1 Lori Meyer (AS)
Covington, OH
Peonies From My Garden
17 x 21
34

« (AS) Associate Member « (0) New Signature Member 33

(OWS) Signature Member - (C) Charter Member



Christine Misencik-Bunn (OWS)
Fredericktown, OH

Merry Mary

20x 14

Brad Rice (AS)

Lodi, OH

Dry grasses at Rivendell
14 x 20

Lori Perry (OWS)
Middlebranch, OH
Main Street Carver
21x14

Robin Roberts (AS)

Ashland, OH

Resilience

18 x 24

(OWS) Signature Member « (C) Charter Member « (AS) Associate Member « (©) New Signature Member 35 36
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4 Thomas Schroeder (OWS)

Joanne Robinson (AS)
Wooster, OH

Togwotee Pass, Wyoming
13x22

Lynne Rosati (OWS)
Youngstown, OH
Falls at Ricketts Glenn
14x14

Rose Schultz (OWS) ¢

Miamisburg, OH
Only a Whisper of Wind
14 x 20

(OWS) Signature Member - (C) Charter Member « (AS) Associate Member - (0) New Signature Member 37 3d



Peggy Stover (OWS)

Ashland, OH
Autumn Jewels
Keith Shebesta (OWS) 8x22
Amelia, OH
A'Peeling Skins
20x 27

Tom Tindira (OWS)

Broadview Heights, OH

Country Road

Sylvania, OH 1 x15
Fisherman's Friend
18x 24

(OWS) Signature Member - (C) Charter Member  (AS) Associate Member - (Q) New Signature Member 39 40



Robert VanNatta (OWS)
Walnut Creek, OH

Left Behind

14x1

Andrea Walker (OWS) ¢
Wilder, KY

Pumpkin Picking

30x22

(OWS) Signature Member - (C) Charter Member - (AS) Associate Member - (&) New Signature Member 41
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Catherine Welner (OWS)
Richfield, OH

Marshes

21x29

Dennis Zimmerman (OWS)
Findlay, OH

Mt. Adams

15x22



Alan Ambuske
Kent, OH

Judith Anderson
Westerville, OH

Donna Bargar
Strongsville, OH

Gary Brooks
Amelia, OH

Bob Bruce
Columbus, OH

Kevin Buckland
Lewis Center, OH

Aileen Cave
Springfield, OH

Martin Chappuies
Toledo, OH

Nancy Clelland
Columbus, OH

Linda Coe
Powell, OH

Brenda Myers Cohen
Girard, OH

Tom Derr
Wooster, OH

Billie Dickson
Beavercreek, OH

Adele DiMinno
Cincinnati, OH

Julie Di Siena
Northfield, OH

Jeanette B Ferguson
Troy, OH

Jim Gerkin
Lancaster, OH

Connie S. Gifford
Kettering, OH

Frederick Graff
Salem, SC

Barbara Hahn
Findlay, OH

Yuki Hall
Dayton, OH

George Harth
Medina, OH

Marcia Hartsock
Cincinnati, OH

Millie Hawkins
Warren, OH

Jack Hickson
Barberton, OH

Linda Hutchinson
Kent, OH

Karen Jennings
Mansfield, OH

Gina Judy
Richmond, OH

Tessa Kalman
Dayton, OH

Edwin Kitchen
Columbus, OH

Chris Krupinski
Downingtown, PA

Kathleen Kuhn
Cincinnati, OH

Christopher Leeper
Canfield, OH

Craig Lloyd
Cincinnati, OH

Susan Lyden
Bay Village, OH

Ken Marshall
Westlake, OH

Thomas Mayer
Mogadore, OH

Lindy McMurray
Youngstown, OH

Lori Meyer
Covington, OH

Christine Misencik-Bunn
Fredericktown, OH

Lori Perry
Middlebranch, OH

Brad Rice
Lodi, OH

Robin Roberts
Ashland, OH

Joanne Robinson
Wooster, OH

Lynne Rosati
Youngstown, OH

David P Ruckman
Ontario, OH

Thomas Schroeder
Cincinnati, OH

Rose Schultz
Miamisburg, OH

Keith Shebesta
Amelia, OH

Thomas Sorrell
Sylvania, OH

Jeff Stahler
Aurora, CO

Peggy Stover
Ashland, OH

Jeffrey Suntala
Strongsville, OH

Richard Surowicz
Medina, OH

Tom Tindira
Broadview Heights, OH

Robert VanNatta
Walnut Creek, OH

Andrea Walker
Wilder, KY

Catherine Welner
Richfield, OH

Dennis Zimmerman
Findlay, OH

(OWS) Signature Member « (C) Charter Member « (AS) Associate Member + (Q) New Signature Member
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Christopher Leeper
continued from page 5

In response to the question often asked of artists, “Why do you paint?”, Chris's response is
two-fold. First is his upbringing in rural western Pennsylvania, which left an impression on
the sense of how he looks at the world, with an excitement and a need to respond when
confronted with a sublime landscape. The second is what he considers his muse: the light.
Always looking for that moment when light, shadow, and form all come together, Chris
enjoys representation but will often alter a painting as it develops. For him, the act of
painting is one of discovery and possibility, so his paintings are usually more distillations
than true representations.

Chris resides in Canfield with his wife Kathy and their two sons, Jack and Brian, and their
awesome dog, Bumbles.

continued from page 2

optimize its success. Manager Matthew Sayre was instrumental in mapping the logistics and
providing help in many ways including arrangements for the banquet.

Our own volunteers were both efficient and helpful during take-ins and the re-boxing of the
work for storage in Findlay. Special thanks to Dennis Zimmerman for arranging transport of
the paintings from Sylvania to Findlay.

Chris Leeper is this year’s winner of the Jim Brower Lifetime Achievement Award. He is
well known to most members of OWS, having served as President 2008-12 and for his
many years of teaching watercolor painting in Ohio as well as his artistic talent. This award
is much deserved.

Working with our Juror, Ratindra Das, was a pleasure. He also led the workshop, which was
held in Sylvania. His leadership made it an excellent experience for the participants. Many
thanks to Erin Szavuly, Art Department Chair at Lourdes University. Even as she was work-
ing to finish her own efforts to shutter the department after closure of the University, she
helped in numerous ways to realize an outstanding workshop.

Thanks to everyone who helped make Watercolor Ohio 2026 a great success.
Tom Sorrell and Janealla Killebrew
Exhibition Co-Chairs, Ohio Watercolor Society
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The Ohio Watercolor Society designates Honorary Associates for a term of three years in
recognition of performing meritorious work for the Society, for aiding in the advancement
of Art or the protection of the rights of artists or in executing outstanding development
and/or teaching of Art.

2024-2026
Ken Call, Juror of Selection and Awards 2024

2025-2027
Paul Jackson, Juror of Selection and Awards 2025

2026-2028
Ratindra Das, Juror of Selection and Awards 2026

Betty Murray 9/12/25 Beavercreek, OH
Jean Vance 10/17/25 Oxford, OH
Barbara Zentgraf 11/28/25 Cincinnati, OH
Michael Cantelmo 5/6/26 Warren, OH

(OWS) Signature Member « (C) Charter Member « (AS) Associate Member « (O) New Signature Member 45

Mel Grunau Mike McEnroe Nancy Notarianni
Janealla Killebrew Tom and Cathy Mayer Tom and Sue Sorrell
Mike McEnroe Lori Meyer Dean Wallace

To Become a Patron

Any individual, group or corporation may become a Patron by donating an amount of $100.00 or
more during the calendar year to support the OWS Annual Gift Fund to assist with the annual exhibi-
tion, awards, and the organization’s general operating budget.

Any individual, group or business that donates $25 to $99 during a calendar year to the OWS Annual
Gift Fund will be declared an OWS Watercolor Angel.

Our gratitude to those Patrons and Watercolor Angels whose names do not appear due to printing
requirements.

For those wishing to support Ohio Watercolor Society,
please contact: Mike McEnroe, 108 Tilden Ave., Chardon, OH 44024 or phone: 440.669.0886

Ron Beahn Kit Dailey
Linda Coe Kathryn George

BLICK

art materials
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EXECUTIVE BOARD & OFFICERS

1st Vice President Tom Sorrell Treasurer

& Recording Secretary Aileen Cave
2nd Vice President Janealla Killebrew

Membership
3rd Vice President Jennifer Sowders & Corresponding Secretary Lynne Rosati
TRUSTEES PAST PRESIDENTS

(Term Runs January 1 - December 31 of the given years)

2024-2026 TERM Don Getz, 1978-1988
RS el Homer Hacker, 1988-1990
Rick Mock Powell

Marilyn Hughey Phillis, 1990-1996
Tessa Kalman Beavercreek

Jean Deemer, 1996-2000
2025-2027 TERM Beverly Reiley, 2000-2004

Thomas Schroeder Cincinnati Theodore W. Vassar, 2004-2008

Sharon Stolzenberger Kettering
Chris Leeper, 2008-2012
Rob VanNatta Walnut Creek

Barbara Rollins, 2012-2016

Tom Sorrell, 2016-2020
2026-2028 TERM

Kevin Buckland Lewis Center

Heward Weod Dublin Immediate Past President:
Mike McEnroe, 2020-2024

Thomas Harwood Niles

Newsletter Editor/Exhibition Catalog
Nancy Notarianni
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