
 

Palm Sunday / Sunday of the Passion 
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Today, we encounter the paradox that defines our faith: Jesus Christ is 
glorified king and humiliated servant. We too are full of paradox: like 
Peter, we desire to follow Christ, but find ourselves afraid, denying 
God. We wave palms in celebration today as Christ comes into our 

midst, and we follow with trepidation as his path leads to death on the 
cross. Amid it all we are invited into this paradoxical promise of life 
through Christ’s broken body and outpoured love in a meal of bread 
and wine. We begin this week that stands at the center of the church 

year, anticipating the completion of God’s astounding work. 
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Welcome to Zion! 
“Return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious and merciful, 

slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love…” 
(Joel 2:13) 

 

Welcome – whether this is your home congregation or your first visit, 
we’re glad you’re here!  
 

We welcome all people in the name of Christ to experience God’s 
goodness and grace in Word, water, and meal. Wherever you are on 
your spiritual journey, there is a place for you to belong at Zion. 
 

Get Connected at Zion 
The best ways to stay connected are to visit our website, follow us on 
social media (@zionchurchdfb on Facebook and Instagram), and 
subscribe to our weekly newsletter. 
 

Children in Worship 
Children are God’s gift to our church! They are not the future of our 
church; they are the right now. The way we welcome children here 
directly affects the way they respond to the Church, to God, and to 
one another. 
 

We welcome children and their families to sit near the Prayground at 
the front of the sanctuary. There are coloring activities, puzzles, 
books, and a toolbox to engage in our worship together. 
 

Giving 
We appreciate your stewardship of treasure, talent, and 
time at Zion. You may leave your offerings in the offering 
plates or give online via our website or this QR code. 
 

Livestreaming 
Zion livestreams all our services on Facebook and YouTube. Any 
person present gives consent to being filmed or photographed. 
 
 

 



3 

We Gather 
 

INTRODUCTION & ACCLAMATION 
As we begin our worship, we recall Jesus’ triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem, during which the crowds proclaim him a king.  
 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest! 

 

PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL Matthew 21:1-11 
 

BLESSING OF PALMS 
The Lord be with you. And also with you.  
 

Let us pray…We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. Today he entered the holy city in 
triumph and was proclaimed messiah and king by those who 
spread garments and branches along his way. Bless these 
branches and those who carry them. Grant us grace to follow our 
Lord in the way of the cross, so that, joined to his death and 
resurrection, we enter into life with you; through the same Jesus 
Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen.  

 

GATHERING HYMN ELW Hymn #344 
“All Glory, Laud, and Honor” 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
As we now enter into the contemplation of the passion of our Lord 
Jesus Christ and meditate on the salvation of the world through 
his sufferings, death, burial, and resurrection, let us pray together: 

Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race 
you sent our Lord Jesus Christ to take on our nature and to 
suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable us to share 
in his obedience to your will and in the glorious victory of 
his resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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We Hear & Respond to God’s Word 
 

FIRST READING Isaiah 50:4-9a 
 …Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God! 
 

MUSICAL REFLECTION  
“Yet Not I, But Through Christ in Me” 
 

SECOND READING Philippians 2:5-11 
 …Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God! 
 

Silence for meditation follows the readings. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY  
“Hosanna” 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & SHARING OF PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always! And also with you. 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN & PRAYER ELW Hymn #320 
“The Glory of These Forty Days” 

 

Let us pray together…O God, maker of heaven and earth, your 
steadfast love embraces all creation. You send rain and 
sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty. 
Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the death 
and life of your Son, who calls us to bear witness to his saving 
work. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

We Feast at the Lord’s Table 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your 
people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal 
feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the 
fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with 
the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name 
and join their unending hymn: 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 
and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed 
for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER   
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
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SHARING THE MEAL 
 

During the season of Lent, our meal is shared in silence. 
You are encouraged to use this time for prayer and contemplation. 

 

We Are Sent into the World 
 

BLESSING FOR STRENGTH 
May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
comfort, strengthen, and keep you in his grace. Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray together…God of our salvation, we give you thanks 
for this meal that restores our souls, reconciles us to you, and 
strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and blood of 
your Son, may we become Christ’s body in the world, bearing 
witness to your love for all creation, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

SERMON 
 

GOSPEL READING 
Today’s Gospel reading resumes immediately following the joy and 
celebration of Palm Sunday and propels us into the events of Christ’s 
Passion, leaving us in suspense for the continuation of the story. 
 

At the conclusion of the Gospel reading, the Minister will depart in 
silence, and the Assembly is asked to do the same.  

 

Worship resumes with the Confession & Forgiveness 
on Maundy Thursday. 
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License & Copyright Information 
Portions of the liturgy are from Sundays and Seasons.com. © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted by 

permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS014917.  Hymns & songs reprinted 
with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-731250 & CCLI License #1376892. Scriptures taken from the 

New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
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