
 

Mass Schedule:   
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, & Friday 8:15am | Saturday (Vigil) 4:00pm | 

Sunday 8:00am, 10:30am 
 

12130 W. Center Street, Wauwatosa, WI 53222   
Parish Office: 414-771-4626  |  Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8:00am-3:30pm

LENT 2026 

3rd Sunday of Lent 

“Everyone who drinks this water 

will be thirsty again; but whoever 

drinks the water I shall give will 

never thirst; the water I shall give 

will become in him a spring of  

water welling up to eternal life.” 

March 8, 2026 

St. Joseph Congregation 

 

A family devoted to experience Jesus through prayer, formation and service.



 

Parish Information 
Parish Registration:  Registration for the parish 
can be done at the Parish Office during normal 
business hours or after Mass on Sunday in the 
Welcome Center at the Center St. entrance of 
church. Young people out of college school are  
requested to register as  adult members. 

 

Hearing Impaired: St. Joseph’s Church has an 
“Audio Loop” for use by people who have a hearing 
aid equipped with a “T switch”.  

 

St. Joseph Chapel Hours: Monday–Friday 7:00am 
to 8:00pm.  

 
 
 

Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament: 
 

Adoration will take place every Monday 
immediately following the  8:15am Mass 

until 9:30am.   
Confession offered as well. 

 

 

 

 

Holy Hour/Adoration will take place on 
the first Thursday of the month from 

6:30pm-7:30pm  in the Chapel. 
 
 
 
 

Anointing of the Sick:  

Anointing will take place on the first Friday 
and Saturday of the month  

at the 8:15am Mass. 
 

Anointing  may also be done by  appointment.   
 Please call the Parish Office.  

St. Joseph Congregation 
12130 W. Center Street 
Wauwatosa, WI 53222 

Parish Office 414-771-4626 
 

Pastoral Team 

Rev. Justin Lopina, Pastor 
lopinaj@archmil.org 
Phone Extension 105 

 

Deacon José Gonzales 
joseuugon@yahoo.com 

 

Deacon Kurt Peot 

kurtap@yahoo.com 
 

Catholic Formation Staff 
 

Adult Minister: Dennis Sylva 
dennissylva@hotmail.com 

Phone Extension 106 
 

Admin. Assistant: Lisa Marynik 
marynikl@stjoetosa.com 

Phone Extension 111 
 

Parish Staff 

Parish Admin. Assistant: Nikki Claas 
parishadmin@stjoetosa.com 

Phone Extension 101 
 

 Director of Liturgy &  
Business Admin. Assistant: 

Suzzanne Silman 
silmans@stjoetosa.com 

Phone Extension 104 
 

Maintenance Director: Matt Adams 
adamsm@stjoetosa.com 

Phone Extension 115 

 

Interim Music Director: Dan O’Connor 
music@stjoetosa.com 

414-444-2244 

 

Trustees 

Sandy Schmitt, Secretary 
 taschmitt@sbcglobal.net 

 

Tom Zimmerman, Treasurer 
tom.zimmerman@fiserv.com 

St. Joseph Catholic School 
2750 N. 122nd Street 

Wauwatosa, WI 53222 
School Office  414-771-5577 

 

Principal: Bryanna VanVreede 
vanvreedeb@stjosephschooltosa.com 

Phone Extension 120 

 

Admin. Assistant: Margaret Shea 
sjsoffice@stjosephschooltosa.com 

Phone Extension 114 

 

Pastoral Council  
Chair: Joe Herro 

 joeherro@yahoo.com         
414-469-7261 

 

Pastoral Council Members: 
Kelly Ciriacks 
Megan Harney 

Joe McCool 
Jennifer Mendoza 

Sarah Navis 
Jill Pitterle 
Kevin Scott 
Mike Smrz 

Alanna Wilgus, Vice Chair 
 

Buildings & Grounds 
Chair: Carol Polivka 

carol_polivka@polivka.org 
 

Christian Formation 
Chair: Larry Barbian  
frodolb@yahoo.com 

 
 
 

Finance Council  
Chair: Bern Enright  

bernright@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 

Finance Council Members: 
Peter Diotte 
Dave Gauss 

Mont Martin 
Carol Polivka 

Ed Reuter 
Dean Weyer 

 
 
 
 

School Committee 
Chair: Jeremy Blackwood 

jblackwoodmu@gmail.com 
 

Home & School  
Association 

Chair: Rachel Blackwood 
rachel.blackwood1@gmail.com 
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Mass Intentions Christ’s Thirst for Souls 

 

Today’s readings for this Third Sunday of Lent center on 
the theme of thirst, reminding us that a stewardship 
way of life both satisfies our own longing for Christ and 
helps us respond to Christ’s thirst for souls. 
 

In our first reading from Exodus, the Israelites complain 
in their thirst for water, despite all God has done to free 
them from slavery. Yet when Moses cries out for help, 
God provides abundantly, bringing water from the rock 
to satisfy His people. The Lord’s generosity did not end 
there. He continues to provide for us today, patiently 
meeting our needs again and again. 
 

In today’s Gospel, we hear the powerful encounter    
between Jesus and the Samaritan woman at the well, 
beginning with His simple request: “Give me a drink.” 
He then tells her that He can offer living water — water 
that truly satisfies. 
 

These words speak directly to us as well. Christ asks us 
to “give Him a drink” by sharing the gifts we have       
received with Him and with others for His sake. Yet it is 
Christ Himself who fills us, offering the living water of 
His grace. 
 

God invites each of us to play a part in bringing others 
to Him through a stewardship way of life. This Lent, 
may we respond to that invitation with renewed       
commitment, offering our time, talent, and treasure so 
that many may come to know Christ. In doing so, we 
help to quench His thirst for souls.  
 

-copyright: Catholic Stewardship Consultants, www.CatholicSteward.com 

Monday, March 9th 

7:35am           Rosary 

8:15am           For Patience & Understanding 

Tuesday, March 10th 

7:30am           The Patriotic Rosary 

8:00am           Perpetual Help 

8:15am            † Deceased Members of the  

                          Leow Family 

Wednesday, March 11th 

7:35am           Rosary 

8:15am                                  † Michael Pitterle 

Thursday, March 12th 

No Mass 

Friday, March 13th 

7:35am           Rosary 

8:15am            † Napoleon Quejada 

Saturday, March 14th 

3:00pm          Reconciliation 

4:00pm           † Jerry & Joanne Olski 

                        † Harold & Florence Schneider 

                        † George R. Schimmel 

Sunday, March 15th 

7:00am           Reconciliation 

8:00am          Our Parish Family 

10:30am            † Patrick Anderson 

                        † Marian Wendler 

 

 

Monday: 2 Kngs 5:1-15ab;  
Pss 42:2-3; 43:3-4; Lk 4:24-30 

 

Tuesday: Dn 3:25, 34-43;  
Ps 25:4-5ab, 6-7bc, 8-9; Mt 18:21-35 
 

Wednesday: Dt 4:1, 5-9;  
Ps 147:12-13, 15-16, 19-20; Mt 5:17-19 

 

Thursday: Jer 7:23-28; Ps 95:1-2, 6-9;  
Lk 11:14-23 
 

Friday: Hos 14:2-10; Ps 81:6c-11b, 14, 17; 
Mk 12:28-34 

 

Saturday: Hos 6:1-6; Ps 51:3-4, 18-21b;  
Lk 18:9-14 
 

Sunday: 1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a;  
Ps 23:1-6; Eph 5:8-14; Jn 9:1-41  
or Jn 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38 

Your Human Concerns  Committee 

would like to remind you that next 

weekend,  

March 14th & 15th, we will have our 

food collection benefiting St. Rose. 
 

Donations can be left in the Welcome Center.  Items 

must be non-perishable.  Please donate generously! 

 

Eternal rest grant unto him… 

 

Our parishioner, 

 

Gilbert Harding 

 

has passed away. 

 

His funeral was held on March 6th. 

 

Please keep his family and friends 

 in your thoughts and prayers. 



Sacraments 
 

Baptism: Parents who wish to have their child 
baptized must be registered members of St.  
Joseph Parish and practicing their Catholic Faith. 
A  pre-baptism class must be attended prior to 
the date of the baptism. Baptisms are  celebrated 
at one of the weekend Masses or at another       
arranged time. For more information contact the 
Parish Office.  
 

Funerals: Please call the Parish Office in the event 
of the death of a loved one.  
Arrangements will be made for planning of the 
service including the musicians.  
Advanced planning may be done by making an 
appointment with Father. 
 

Reconciliation:  Monday 9:00am-9:30am,    
during  adoration, Saturday  3:00 pm-3:50 pm, 
Sunday 7:00am-7:50am, or by   
appointment. Please call the Parish Office. 
 

Weddings: Couples must contact the pastor to 
make arrangements for marriage. No date should 
be set until this is done as the church may not be 
available. The Catholic  party must be a              
registered and practicing member of the parish 
for at least six months prior to setting a date. In 
addition, a six month period of preparation is   
required for marriage.  

 

 

Ministry of the Sick 
Please take a moment to pray… 

 

Heavenly Father, Lay Your healing hands on those who are sick... 

 

AnneLiese Bitzl, Connie Borden, Christine Brady, 
Chris Burk,  Phil Cashill, Margaret Christman,  

Dennis Cimpl, Marian Cochrane,  Katy Connors,  
Mary Diotte, JoAnn Doyle, Donna Drake, Marge Fandre,  

Jane Foxgrover, Jeanne Fuchs, Josefina Gallegos,  
Christine Gilpatrick, Cameron Gonring, Amy Grahovac, 

Betty Groshek, Jenny Grosschadl, Diane Haase,  
Bruce Henning, Barb Hesselbein, Alex Holmes,  

Charles Jacoby, Jim Janette, Joy Kasun, Joyce Keller,  
Janet Klein, Don Kresse, Richard Kroscher, Doug Kruse,  

Julian Lombard, Mark Mayer, Sue McCauley,  
Tom McElwee, Margaret Mehigan, Theresa Motto, 

Shawn Munch, Lee Neustedter, Loren Norstrem,  
Dale Peterson, Luis Rodriguez, Dan Rooney,  

Carol & Lee Smaglick, Tim Taff,           
Betty Weinzierl, & Ann Marie Wick 

 

We also include  any of our loved ones 
who are dealing with cancer or mental 

illness. 
 

If you know anyone who is sick or in the 
hospital, please let us know.  
The hospitals do not always 

contact us.  
 

If you or someone you know is  
homebound or ill and would like to     

receive communion, please call the Parish Office.      

Please do not 
park here. 

 



 

 

 

As I write this up on Monday, March 2nd, I'm greatly looking forward to our parish      
auction on Saturday, March 7th. I realize that the vast majority of you are reading this after the 
auction is over, so hopefully my comments here aren't too obsolete. 

 

After a six-year assignment at a church without a school, these sorts of auction nights are 
some of the things I really missed.  Especially during my two years at Cabrini, things like the 
school auction were always a joy because it gave us all a chance to be together outside of the     
classroom or church.  I got to socially interact with teachers and parents and celebrate the kids and 
the school in general for a while. 

 

Now, here at Saint Joe's, I think of all the people I see in the back pews or on the balcony at 
Mass - people I kind of know, but literally at a distance.  Some parents and I have 90% of all of our 
interactions in the parking lot during morning drop-off.  The worst combo for everyone is, of 
course, when we only see each other at meetings.  That's hardly an ideal foundation for any kind of 
relationship! 

 

So as the year's parish auction unfolds, may we be mindful of what it's all about.  Yes, there 
is a fund-raising component to it all: we need to be financially responsible for the parish and 
school, and an auction is a fun way to help make that happen.  I do hope everyone is able to give 
generously.  But beyond that, remember that we are not purely an educational institution, we're a 
community of faith - emphasis on the word "community".  Being together and being there for one 
another is a huge part of being Catholic (frankly, being religious in general) and belonging to a   
parish and/or private school.  I hope and pray that the spirit of community and togetherness        
remains a strong and vibrant factor when Saturday evening rolls around.  And of course, I hope to 
see you there! 

 

Before I wrap this up for the week, I have one amusing lesson I learned the hard way.  At 
our first school auction at Cabrini, we went to the Washington County Fair Grounds, which     
didn't have enough of a WiFi presence for a phone-based bidding system for the silent auction.  As 
such, it was a good old-fashioned system of pen and paper.  You wrote down your name and      
auction number and your bid.  Others would then write their names down after yours with a    
higher bid.  Pretty basic stuff. 

 

Well, I wanted to participate, so I dabbled in this and that and I bid on a variety of things 
that seemed somewhat interesting.  When the night was over, the volunteers printed off my bill 
and handed it to me at the table.  Apparently, I owed them just over $1000, almost all of it being the 
silent auction.  Once I picked my jaw up from the floor, I realized what happened.  I literally won 
every single item I bid on.  What is the lesson at work here, dear reader? 

 

NO ONE AT A CATHOLIC SCHOOL’S SILENT AUCTION WANTS TO OUTBID 
THE PRIEST. 

 

For Pete's sake, I won an anti-aging skin treatment day at a local spa.  Whew, a lot of ladies 
were angry I won that one.  More than one, with a little bite in their voice, said: "Father Justin, you 
don't need that.  Give that to your mother."  For the record, I did exactly that.  Moving forward in 
life, I have vowed to myself that for any future auctions, I will bid on things anonymously... or be 
fully prepared to win the item with very little competition. 

 

 May your Lent carry on with holiness and devotion, whether you made it to the auction or 
not! 
     Peace, 
     Father Justin 

From the Desk of Father Justin 
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Each week for Lent we are encouraging you to 

bring items or money for a certain charity. Here 

are some special items asked for during the     

weekend of  March 14th and 15th to be donated to 

St. Rose Food Pantry. 
 

Items for donation: 
Canned protein (i.e. tuna, Beef-a-Roni); canned 
fruit and vegetables; cereal; spaghetti noodles; 
Mac-n-Cheese 

 
 

St. Rose Food Pantry 

 
 

Who they are: St. Rose of Lima Catholic Church, located in Milwaukee at 540 N 
31st Street, is part of the St. Michael and St. Rose Catholic Parish Community. 
 

History: Saint Rose of Lima Parish was founded by Irish immigrants coming from 
Canada and from the Eastern States in 1888. Throughout its history, Saint Rose of   
Lima has been the spiritual home of Irish, African Americans, Puerto Ricans,     
Mexicans, and since fall of 2021, a faith home for French speaking Catholics from African and other          
latitudes. St. Rose of Lima offers multilingual masses, including English, Spanish, Hmong, Karen and        
Karenni. 
 

Who they serve: 1 in 11 families in Wisconsin experiences food insecurity. This rate is much higher in      
Milwaukee and the neighborhood around the Parish. They are open to all people regardless of whether they 
attend the parish or not. “Christ calls us to serve through the works of mercy and this is one of the ways 
members of our community try to imitate Christ.” 
 

What they provide: They offer food items, some clothing, and basic household toiletries. The food pantry is 
open on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the month at 4:00 PM. 
 

Parish Community is currently led by: Rev. Michael Wolfe, Pastor; Shared Associate Pastor  
Rev. Lawrence Chakrit Micaphitak CSsR;  Assisting Priest Fr. Glenn Powers; Parish Deacon Eugenio 
Ramirez-Murphy 
 

Their mission: “We hope to help families and individuals who are struggling to provide for their families.” 
 

If you would like to learn more about the St. Michael and St. Rose of Lima Parishes, please visit: 
https://www.stmichael-strose.org/                            

God bless you for your generosity! 

† March 13th  
 

Stations of the Cross  

 6:30pm in Church 

† March 14th and 15th  
 St. Joseph Litany to be prayed    

 5 minutes before all Masses 

† March 16th 
 Mary’s Way of the Cross 

 9:45am or 6:30pm in Church 

† March 25th 
 12-hours of Reconciliation 

 at St. Dominic Church  

Thank you for the tremendous response (two carloads of items!) to the  

Lenten donation request to benefit Repairers of the Breach! 

When the donations were dropped off at the center, we saw warm smiles on client 

faces and heard comments: “thank you, thank you” and “we love you”. 

https://www.stmichael-strose.org/


St. Joseph Day Mass and Dinner—Thursday March 19th  

On the feast of St. Joseph we will rejoice in the gifts of St. Joseph Parish with  

Mass at 6:00 p.m. followed by dinner at 7:00 pm in the parish hall.   

The whole family is invited! 

————————————————————————————— 
Planning to attend the dinner?  Let us know! 

Family Name: ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Number attending:     Adults _______________________ Children _____________________  

 

Please return to the collection basket during Mass or the parish office or use the QR Code.   

RSVPS due by March 10th! 

•

 
•

 
• Joseph modeled humble, quiet 
service in observing church 
law. 

 

Fifth of six weekly              
installments leading to our 

St. Joseph Day  
Mass and Dinner           

on March 19th  
with Auxiliary Bishop 
James T. Schuerman.   



 

The 4K class went on a Safari to Africa last week! They learned all about the 

biggest, tallest, and fastest land animals. They learned that God made     

creatures both large and small and each is important to our world!  





Sheepshead Night at St. Joe’s! 

 Friday, March 13th 6:30 pm to 9:00 pm in the Parish Hall  

$10.00 per person (includes one raffle ticket) 
  

Bring your friends, snacks, favorite beverages and   

join us for a fun friendly night. All experience levels welcome. 

Please return to the parish office by March 11th 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 Name_________________________________Phone __________________________ 

Email_____________________________________ 

       Would you be interested in participating monthly in a Sheepshead league @ St Joe’s? ____ 



Monday, March 9 
1:30pm-3:30pm: Senior Group Board Meeting in St. John Rm 
6:00pm-8:00pm: Athletic Association in Gym 
6:30pm-8:00pm: St. Vincent de Paul in St. Joseph Rm  

 

Tuesday, March 10 
9:00am-10:30am: St. Joseph Bible Study in St. Joseph Rm 
4:00pm-9:00pm: BARCEL Violin in Music Rm 
6:30pm-8:00pm: Finance Council in St. Joseph Rm 
6:30pm-8:30pm: Prayer & Worship Committee in St. Mary Rm 
7:00pm-8:00pm: Pilgrims on the Road to Emmaus in St. John Rm 

7:00pm-8:00pm: Tosa West Basketball Training in Gym 
7:00pm-8:00pm: Athletics Board Meeting in Activity Center Lobby 
7:00pm-9:00pm: Catholic Financial Life Chapter 63 in Hall  

 

Wednesday, March 11 
9:00am-11:00am: St. Faustina Small Group in St. Matthew Rm 
3:15pm-4:15pm: Math Club in Classroom 111 
6:30pm-8:00pm: Pastoral Council in St. Joseph Rm 
7:00pm-8:00pm: Tosa West Basketball Training in Gym  

 

Thursday, March 12 
8:30am-9:45am: Sandwich Ministry in Kitchen 
9:30am-11:00am: Well Time in St. Mary Rm 
3:20pm-6:30pm: Senior Group in Hall & Kitchen 
6:00pm-8:00pm: Boy Scouts Troop 485 in Youth Den 
6:30pm-8:00pm: Adult Choir Rehearsal in Church 
6:30pm-8:00pm: Dartball League in Hall 
7:00pm-8:00pm: St. Joseph Bible Study—Online 
7:00pm-8:00pm: Tosa West Basketball Training in Gym 
 
 

Friday, March 13 
School Early Release at Noon 
6:30pm-9:00pm: Sheepshead in Hall 
 

Saturday,  March 14 
8:00am-Noon: BARCEL Violin in Music Rm 
Noon-4:00pm: Cub Scouts in Hall 
4:00pm-6:00pm: Tosa West Basketball Training in Gym 
 
 

Sunday, March 15 
Donut Sunday 
11:30am-12:30pm:     Pray & Play in Gym 
1:00pm-2:30pm:     One on One Milwaukee Basketball in Gym 
4:00pm-6:00pm:     Beyond Baptism—Offsite 
4:00pm-6:00pm:     Tosa West Basketball Training in Gym 
6:00pm-9:30pm:  Spike Volleyball in Gym 

Upcoming Activities at St. Joseph’s: 

 
 
 
 

 

ANNOUNCING 2026  
RUMMAGE SALE DATES! 

 

Move In and Set Up of  
Departments May 30 to June 5 

 

Donations received  
June 6 to June 15 - watch for   

specific dates and times. 
 

Last day of donations - June 15 
 
 

Sale Dates - June 18, 19, 20  

The Rummage Sale is expanding its “aluminum can”      
collection to include BRASS and COPPER.                   
Aluminum cans cannot have contained food or been 
used for cooking. 
 
THE GREAT JEWELRY COLLECTION… 
Thousands of pieces of jewelry are sold each year.     
Collect jewelry from family and friends and leave it in 
the Welcome Center or the Parish Office. 
 
Currently collecting FUR OR LEATHER COATS and         
STERLING SILVER.  Leave in the Welcome Center.  
 
BIKES, BIKES, BIKES—We would like to sell 60 bikes 
again this year—adult or kids—leave between the       
garages labeled “Rummage Sale”. 

 

ST. JOSEPH STEWARDSHIP    
COMMITTEE  

WELCOME MINISTRY 
 

 
 

NEW MEMBER  
DONUT SUNDAY 

 

MARCH 15, 2026  
AFTER the 8:00 or 10:30am MASS  

IN  PARISH HALL 

 

COME WELCOME OUR NEW         
PARISH FAMILY MEMBERS AND THE 

NEWLY BAPTIZED! 



FOTI Chiropractic 
11717 W. North Avenue  

Wauwatosa WI  

414-259-9008 

www.fotichiropractic.com                                                                         

Welcome to St. Joseph Congregation. 

We are blessed to have you worship  

with us today! 

We pray that our celebration of the Mass spiritually 
feeds you and that you feel welcome among us. 

 

Have questions about St. Joseph  
Congregation or the Catholic Church? 
We’re happy to answer! Just contact  

Father Justin, Dennis Sylva, our Adult  
Minister, or the parish office (414) 771-4626.  

 

Learn more about us at stjoetosa.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At St. Joseph Catholic School we offer a 

faith filled academic experience for      

children 3K—8th grade. 

If you would like to schedule a 

tour and see what our school offers 

please contact our principal,  

Bryanna VanVreede, at  

414-771-5577 or 

vanvreedeb@stjosephschooltosa.com 
 

Learn more about our day school 

at stjosephschooltosa.com 

Should you wish to  
advertise your business here, 

please contact the  
Parish Office  

at 414-771-4626 or  
parishadmin@stjoetosa.com 

Dr. David J. Foti  Dr. Felicia Toy 

Items are collected for the Rummage Sale year-round, please see below for 

where items can be left: 

 Please leave children’s clothing, toys, adults & children’s books in the  

        Welcome Center. 

 Bikes can be left between the west parking lot garages with a note attached: 

“Rummage”.   

 To donate furniture contact Fran, dntolly@aol.com Subject: Rummage  

 Help us recycle & make money for St. Joe’s—Currently collecting crushed  aluminum   

        cans and Christmas Lights.  Leave outside the 2 single car garages in west parking lot.  

 Join the great jewelry collection!  Thousands of pieces of jewelry are needed!  Ask every one you know if they 

can donate!  Please leave the jewelry in the Welcome Center or Parish Office.    
Thank you for your continued support of our annual  Rummage Sale!!      

2026 Dates: June 18th, 19th & 20th      

Collecting items 

now for the 2026 

sale! 

mailto:Dntolly@aol.com

