
 

Mass Schedule:   
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, & Friday 8:15am | Saturday (Vigil) 4:00pm | Sunday 8:00am, 10:30am 

12130 W. Center Street, Wauwatosa, WI 53222  
Parish Office: 414-771-4626  |  Hours: Monday-Thursday 8:00am-3:30pm, Friday 8:00am-12:00pm

St. Joseph Congregation 
A family devoted to experience Jesus through prayer, formation and service  

August 30, 2026 



 

Parish Information 
Parish Registration:  Registration for the parish 
can be done at the Parish Office during normal 
business hours or after Mass on Sunday in the 
Welcome Center at the Center St. entrance of 
church. Young people out of college school are  
requested to register as  adult members. 

 

Hearing Impaired: St. Joseph’s Church has an 
“Audio Loop” for use by people who have a hearing 
aid equipped with a “T switch”.  

 

St. Joseph Chapel Hours:  
Monday–Friday 7:00am to 8:00pm  

 
 

Adoration of the  
Most Blessed Sacrament: 

 

Adoration will take place every Monday 
immediately following the 8:15am Mass 

until 9:30am.   
Confession offered as well. 

 

 

Holy Hour/Adoration will take place on  

Thursday, September 3rd from 

6:30pm-7:30pm in the Chapel. 

 
Anointing of the Sick:  

Anointing of the Sick will take place on the 

Friday, September 4th and  

Saturday, September 5that the 8:15am Mass. 
 

Anointing  may also be done by  appointment.   
 Please call the Parish Office.  

St. Joseph Congregation 
12130 W. Center Street 
Wauwatosa, WI 53222 

Parish Office 414-771-4626 
 

Pastoral Team 

Rev. Justin Lopina, Pastor 
lopinaj@archmil.org 
Phone Extension 105 

 

Deacon José Gonzales 
joseuugon@yahoo.com 

 

Deacon Kurt Peot 

kurtap@yahoo.com 
 

Catholic Formation Staff 
 

Director of Religious Formation: Alex Burks 
DRE@stjoetosa.com 
Phone Extension 108 

 

Admin. Assistant: Lisa Marynik 
marynikl@stjoetosa.com 

Phone Extension 111 
 

Parish Staff 

Parish Admin. Assistant: Nikki Claas 
parishadmin@stjoetosa.com 

Phone Extension 101 
 

 Director of Liturgy &  
Business Assistant: 
Suzzanne Silman 

silmans@stjoetosa.com 
Phone Extension 104 

 

Maintenance Director: Matt Adams 
adamsm@stjoetosa.com 

Phone Extension 115 

 

Music Director: Dan O’Connor 
music@stjoetosa.com 

414-444-2244 

 

Trustees 

Arleen Lemmon, Secretary 
 arleen.bakula@gmail.com 

 

Tom Zimmerman, Treasurer 
tom.zimmerman@fiserv.com 

St. Joseph Catholic School 
2750 N. 122nd Street 

Wauwatosa, WI 53222 
School Office  414-771-5577 

 

Principal: Bryanna VanVreede 
vanvreedeb@stjosephschooltosa.com 

Phone Extension 120 

 

Admin. Assistant: Margaret Shea 
sjsoffice@stjosephschooltosa.com 

Phone Extension 114 

 

Pastoral Council  
Chair: Alanna Wilgus 

 awilgus@att.net  
 
 

Pastoral Council Members: 
Mark Fredericks 
Megan Harney 

Joe McCool 
Jennifer Mendoza 

Sarah Navis 
Jill Pitterle 
Kevin Scott 
Mike Smrz 

 
 

Buildings & Grounds 
Chair: Carol Polivka 

carol_polivka@polivka.org 
 

Christian Formation 
Chair: Larry Barbian  
frodolb@yahoo.com 

 
 
 
 

Finance Council  
Chair: Peter Diotte  

peter.diotte@gmail.com 
 
 

Finance Council Members: 
Dave Beaumier 
Carol Polivka 
Tom Powers 

Ed Reuter 
Jim Schwai 

Art Wigchers 
 
 
 
 

School Committee 
Chair: Jeremy Blackwood 

jblackwoodmu@gmail.com 
 

Home & School  
Association 

Chair: Rachel Blackwood 
rachel.blackwood1@gmail.com 
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Mass Intentions 

 

To Live for Ourselves or Live For God 

 

Living the stewardship way of life is not easy. Dying to self 
and living for Christ and others requires sacrifice. It is the 
work of a lifetime. Yet it is also the only work that truly 
matters and the only life that ultimately satisfies. 
 

In today's Gospel from Matthew, Jesus tells His disciples, 
"Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself, take 
up his cross and follow me." At first, those words may 
sound difficult to accept. Why would anyone willingly    
embrace such a path? 
 

Jesus immediately gives us the answer: "Whoever wishes to 
save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my 
sake will find it." 
 

Everything comes down to love. Jesus loved us completely, 
giving Himself for us on the Cross. He continues to give 
Himself to us through His Word and, most especially, in 
the Eucharist. 
 

Each day we are faced with a choice: to live for ourselves or 
to live for God and for others. The second path is more    
demanding, but it leads to lasting joy and the promise of 
eternal life. Christ assures us that He "will come with his 
angels in his Father's glory and then he will repay all       
according to his conduct." 
 

May we choose each day to lose our lives for Christ's sake, 
offering them back to Him in grateful response to His      
immeasurable love.  
 

 

-copyright: Catholic Stewardship Consultants, www.CatholicSteward.com 

Monday, August 31st 

7:35am           Rosary 

8:15am           Patrick & Sarah Philipp 

Tuesday, September 1st 

7:30am           The Patriotic Rosary 

8:00am           Perpetual Help 

8:15am            † Michael Gryniewicz 

Wednesday, September 2nd 

7:35am            Rosary 

8:15am             † Emi Mejac 

Thursday, September 3rd 

No Mass 

Friday, September 4th 

7:35am           Rosary 

8:15am            † David V. Foley Jr. 

Saturday, September 5th 

8:15am           Patsy Hughes 

3:00pm          Reconciliation  

4:00pm          † Gerald & Judith Walsh 

                           † Marian Wendler 

Sunday, September 6th 

7:00am           Reconciliation 

8:00am               Margaret & Bill Hoyt 

                       n † Deceased Members of the  

                           Malone Family 

10:30am          Our Parish Family 
             

 

Monday: 1 Cor 2:1-5; Ps 119:97-102;  
Lk 4:16-30 
 
 

Tuesday: 1 Cor 2:10b-16; Ps 145:8-14;  
Lk 4:31-37 
 

Wednesday: 1 Cor 3:1-9;  
Ps 33:12-15, 20-21; Lk 4:38-44 
 

Thursday: 1 Cor 3:18-23;  
Ps 24:1bc-2, 3-4ab, 5-6; Lk 5:1-11 

 

Friday: 1 Cor 4:1-5;  
Ps 37:3-6, 27-28, 39-40; Lk 5:33-39 
 

Saturday: 1 Cor 4:6b-15; Ps 145:17-21;  
Lk 6:1-5 
 

Sunday: Ez 33:7-9; Ps 95:1-2, 6-9;  
Rom 13:8-10; Mt 18:15-20 

Eternal rest grant unto them… 

Our parishioner, Dale Faught, 
& 

Michael J. Anderson, 

 

have passed away. 

 

Please keep their family and friends in your 

thoughts and prayers. 

 

September Usher Teams 
 

Usher teams 2, 5 and 8, you are scheduled for September 
ushering starting the weekend of September 5th and 6th.  

 
4:00 p.m. – Don Kresse, Brian Foley, Richard Goldie,  

David Niles, Dave Tarman 

 

8:00 a.m. – Phil Bain, Patrick Harrington,  

Donovan Miller, Paul Schaefer, Dan Schofield,  

Bob Wissing 

 

10:30 a.m. – Duane Filtz, Joe Makhlouf, Tom Schmitt, 
Kathy & Kurt Schulz 



Sacraments 
 

Baptism: Parents who wish to have their child 
baptized must be registered members of St.  
Joseph Parish and practicing their Catholic Faith. 
A  pre-baptism class must be attended prior to 
the date of the baptism. Baptisms are  celebrated 
at one of the weekend Masses or at another       
arranged time. For more information contact the 
Parish Office.  
 

Funerals: Please call the Parish Office in the event 
of the death of a loved one.  
Arrangements will be made for planning of the 
service including the musicians.  
Advanced planning may be done by making an 
appointment with Father. 
 

Reconciliation:  Monday 9:00am-9:30am,    
during  adoration, Saturday  3:00 pm-3:50 pm, 
Sunday 7:00am-7:50am, or by   
appointment. Please call the Parish Office. 
 

Weddings: Couples must contact the pastor to 
make arrangements for marriage. No date should 
be set until this is done as the church may not be 
available. The Catholic  party must be a              
registered and practicing member of the parish 
for at least six months prior to setting a date. In 
addition, a six month period of preparation is   
required for marriage.  

 

Ministry of the Sick 
Please take a moment to pray… 

 

Heavenly Father, Lay Your healing hands on those who are sick... 

 

AnneLiese Bitzl, Connie Borden, Christine Brady, 
Chris Burk,  Phil Cashill, Margaret Christman,  

Dennis Cimpl, Marian Cochrane,  Katy Connors,  
Donna Drake, Marge Fandre, Jane Foxgrover,  

Jeanne Fuchs, Josefina Gallegos, Christine Gilpatrick, 
Cameron Gonring, Amy Grahovac, Aggie Green,  
Betty Groshek, Jenny Grosschadl, Diane Haase,  
Bruce Henning, Barb Hesselbein, Alex Holmes,  

Charles Jacoby, Jim Janette, Joy Kasun, Joyce Keller,    
Janet Klein, Don Kresse, Richard Kroscher, Doug Kruse, 

Chris Kurth, Julian Lombard, Mark Mayer,                        
Sue McCauley, Tom McElwee, Margaret Mehigan,     

Theresa Motto, Shawn Munch, Lee Neustedter,          
Loren Norstrem, Honey Patscot, Sandra Payst,  
Karen Peltier, Dale Peterson, Luis Rodriguez,  

Dan Rooney, Carol & Lee Smaglick, Dio Syvla, Tim Taff, 
Robert Traglia, Betty Weinzierl,  Peter Wenzel, 

& Ann Marie Wick  
 

We also include any of our loved ones 
who are dealing with cancer  

or mental illness. 
 

If you know anyone who is sick or in the 
hospital, please let us know. The  
hospitals do not always contact us.  

 

If you or someone you know is  
homebound or ill and would like to  
 receive communion, please call the  
Parish Office.      

Loving God, Creator of all life, 
 

We come before You on this World Day of Prayer, 
thanking You for the wonderful gift of the Earth You 
have entrusted to our care. 
 

Lord, we see the cries of the Earth and the cries of the 
poor, amplified by the heavy toll of war, violence, and 
destruction. 
 

We pray for peace in our world—that the weapons of 
conflict may be transformed into the tools of             
cultivation and healing, turning swords into  
plowshares and spears into pruning hooks. 

 

Grant wisdom to our leaders and courage to all people to prioritize sustainability and the      
protection of Your creation over violence.  
 

Help us to be true stewards of the land, nurturing the fragile ecosystems and seeking justice 
and peace for all who suffer from environmental degradation. 
 

Open our hearts to mend what has been broken and guide us to cultivate a future where all life 
thrives in harmony. 

 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

September 1, 2026 



 

 

This article is another follow-up to last weekend's homily, which included the reality that 
priests occasionally deny someone absolution in the confessional.  When that happens, the 

person walks away with their sins retained, not forgiven, requiring them to make a further examination 
of conscience before returning to the Sacrament at a later time.  This is rare and meant to be used as a 
last resort, when a priest cannot in good conscience complete the Sacrament.  Some people are rather 
surprised about that: they figured that a priest must forgive the person of their sins, no matter 
what.  However, the missing detail is that the confession must be valid, sincere, and authentic.  So     
below, I've listed a few examples of when a priest would be required to deny a penitent absolution, on 
the assumption that the penitent meant exactly what they said and remained unwilling to alter the 
original confession. 

 

I've chosen to stick with absurdly comical examples for two reasons.  The first is to make the point 
clearly, without the nuance of real life getting in the way.  And two, I want it perfectly clear that these 
are purely hypothetical examples and in no way reflect actual confessions I may or may not have heard 
while celebrating the Sacrament in the past.  Everything below is purely fictious and written with the 
express intention of being of educational value to you.  Any similarity to a confession you gave in the 
past is purely coincidental.  That said, here are a few things you should absolutely never say in the     
confessional: 

 

1."Forgive me, Father, for I have sinned.  I've been a bad Christian this month.  I've been so busy, I've 
only had time to beat up a few Jews since my last confession.  But with the grace of the Holy Spirit, 
I am determined to beat up twice as many Jews this coming month to make up for it.  For these and 
all my sins, please have mercy." 

2."Forgive me, Father, for I have sinned.  There's a big party coming up next weekend and I just 
know I'm going to drink a ton of liquor.  I'm also going to have plenty of fun with my girlfriend 
too.  So, if you could absolve me of all that stuff now, that would be great.  You know, we can get it 
out of the way while there's time." 

3."Forgive me, Father, for I have sinned.  I did [insert valid sins here] in the past two weeks.  Look 
Father, I'm here against my will, because my mom is forcing me to do this.  So, if we could hurry 
this up, I'd appreciate it.  I'm not going to do whatever penance you give me, so let's speed this 
along and stop wasting each other’s time, what do you say?" 

4."Forgive me, Father, for I have sinned.  My boss is a mean old jerk-face.  I'm not here for myself 
because I haven't committed any sins recently, but I'm here so that I may obtain grace for his sake 
because he's a really bad person and needs Jesus." 

5."Forgive me, Father for I have sinned.  I watched Casablanca last weekend, which is, of course, 
commie propaganda.  I'm sorry for failing Jesus in my moment of weakness and welcoming Satan 
into my soul." 
 

Hopefully, those examples are clear enough to illustrate the point of this bulletin article.  If a priest 
heard any of those "confessions" listed above and granted the penitent absolution, he would not be    
authentically be forgiving sins but somehow encourage an error of the Catholic faith.  If you’d like the 
official reasoning in plain English, I offer the answers on the third-to-last page of the bulletin. 

 

In closing, never be fearful or doubtful of the Sacrament of Reconciliation: it is there for you and for 
your good.  It is meant to be of peace rather than a source of anxiety and judgment.  However, it can 
only be real when you approach it with authenticity, a heart open to God’s mercy, and a desire to do 
better in the future.  So be brave, be sincere, and trust always in the Lord! 

 

     Peace, 
     Father Justin 

From the Desk of Father Justin 



To register, please contact Nikki in the Parish Office at 414-771-4626.  
 

For questions, contact Mary MacGillis at 414-378-8334 or macmablum@yahoo.com 



 

Please join us in giving a 

warm St. Joseph          

welcome to our new staff 

members!   
 

Mrs. Andrea Fitzwilliams 

will be our new 5th-8th 

grade Spanish teacher and 

Mr. Tim Madler will be 

our new 6th grade      

homeroom teacher and 

the middle school social    

studies/science teacher.  

 

We are grateful to have 

them joining our parish 

and school community 

and look forward to all 

they will bring to St.     

Joseph.  

 

Please introduce yourself 

and welcome them when 

you see them!  

 

We will introduce our        

additional new staff   

members in next week’s 

bulletin! 



ST. BEN’S MEAL PROGRAM 

 

Tuesday, September 8th is our day to provide food for the St. Ben’s Meal Program.  Your contribution to 
this wonderful mission is most appreciated.   

 

We are in need of 8 casseroles, large enough to feed 20 people and 10 desserts. To help Susan and Kevin 
Scott, please call or text them at 414-364-6677 or email at kevsuescott@wi.rr.com before Sunday, September 
6th to volunteer to provide a dish.  If you work and find it hard to get a hot casserole delivered on time,      
consider dropping off your cold casserole the night before or in the morning on your way to work. 

 

"True heroism is not the urge to surpass all others at whatever cost,  
but the urge to serve others at whatever cost."   

-Arthur Ashe 
 

St. Ben’s Upcoming Dates 
          (Please mark your calendar)         

Oct 13     St. Joseph’s Day School         matuszakj@stjosephschooltosa.com 
Nov 10    Religious Formation         marynikl@stjoetosa.com 
Dec 8      Anne Weers                         414-588-9273              aweers@wi.rr.com 
Jan  12    Tom & Kathy Powers       262-510-5732               kpow444@msn.com 

mailto:kevsuescott@wi.rr.com


The 2026/27 St. Joe’s Senior Club 

kicks off the next year with         

interesting speakers, great meals, 

delicious desserts and Catholic 

fellowship!   
 

Yearly dues are $30 per person for 

the whole year, which includes 6 

meals and speakers.  Parishioners 

age 55 and up are welcome!   
 

For questions, email Alanna at                    

awilgus@att.net or phone/text 

(414) 460-6588.  If you are 

interested in joining, please fill out 

the registration form with  

payment made out to: 
 

St. Joe’s Senior Club  

and return to: 

Alanna Wilgus 

14355 Ridgewood Rd. 

Brookfield, WI  53005 

Senior Club Registration Form 

Name(s):_______________________________________________ 

 

Phone number _________________________________(home) 

 

Cell and owner_______________________________ 

Cell and owner_______________________________ 

 

Address________________________________________________ 

 

City___________________________Zip______________________ 

 

Email(s):________________________________________________ 

 

Birthdate (optional)  Month______Date____________________ 

 

                        Month______Date________________ 

 

Are email communications alright? Yes______ No_____ 

Go-Getters Senior Club Meeting 
Join us for an exciting speaker dinner meeting! 

 

    When:    Thursday, September 17th at 3:45 PM with dinner at  
                     5:00 PM in the school hall. 

 

    Speaker:  Barbara Holt and Joyce DeCleene will be talking about 
       their Peru travelogue, starting in Lima and using busses 
       and planes to travel to Cusco (over 11,000 feet high), before  
  arriving in Machu Picchu. 

 

    Dinner:   Traditional “Pot Luck”.  The board will provide main  
       dishes and members are asked to bring sides, salads, appetizers  
       or desserts.  Please let us know what you’re bringing  
  when registering by September 13th to: 
 

    RSVP:     By September 13th to Alanna Wilgus at awilgus@att.net or 
 cell (414) 460-6588 (call or text). 
 
Yearly members attend at no charge.  Non-members may pay $10 at the door. Everyone must R.S.V.P  
by September 13th. Please let us know if you need the elevator. 

mailto:awilgus@att.net
mailto:awilgus@att.net


Father Justin Answers to Bulletin Article: 
1. The penitent believes that his evil actions are good; his moral compass is more-or-less completely 

dysfunctional.  Absolving him would be to literally encourage him to do more evil acts in the future. 
2. The penitent is not confessing sins but asking for permission to sin in the near future.  No one can 

validly confess future sins. 
3. The confession is not sincere as the penitent was sent against his will and resistant to the purpose 

of the Sacrament.  Of these five examples, this one would get the most compassion out of me.  I’d 
have to deny him absolution but I would offer him a blessing and express my sincere wish that he 
may one day discover the value of Reconciliation.  Perhaps I’d say something like: “Come back soon, 
of your own free will and without your mom, and we’ll pick up where we left off.” 

4. No one can confess other peoples’ sins.  If someone confesses their sins and their bosses’ sins, the 
priest should cut the penitent off when they talk excessively about other peoples’ flaws.  I’d       
probably say something like “I’m sorry that your boss is a jerk-face, but he’s not here right now.  
Let’s focus on you and your sins.  Do you have anything else to confess?”  If the answer is “no, I have 
no sins of my own to confess because I’m not the problem”, then I’d be forced to deny absolution. 

5. This one is a little more complicated.  Some people confess things that are not evil (unlike example 
#1) but feel guilty about something that is entirely untrue or superstitious.  Casablanca is not 
“commie propaganda” (which is kind of a weird slam against that movie in the first place), and 
there is no reason a grown adult should regard watching Casablanca as a sinful act.  To offer a     
person absolution for such an act would only encourage that person’s superstitions and/or           
inaccurate understanding of what sin really is in the eyes of God.  It would be like going to           
confession for liking candy more than popcorn at the movie theater.  If it’s not a sin, a priest can’t 
absolve you of it. 



 

Monday, August 31 
9:00am-11:00am:   School Supply Drop Off (K4-8th Grade) 
12:00pm-2:00pm: School Supply Drop Off (K4-8th Grade) 
3:30pm-7:00pm:   Volleyball Practice in Gym 
 

Tuesday, September 1  —  First Day of School! 
8:00am-Noon: Mailing in Parish Center Conference Rm 
8:00am-10:00am: 3K School Supply Drop Off 
3:30pm-8:00pm: Volleyball Practice in Gym 
5:00pm-7:00pm:   Play Pen Sports in Field  
 

Wednesday, September 2 
6:30am-7:30am:     St. Joseph Living Stones Bible Study in St. Joseph Rm 
9:00am-10:30am:     St. Faustina Small Group in St. Matthew Rm 
3:30pm-6:30pm: Volleyball Practice in Gym 
6:30pm-8:00pm: Buildings & Grounds Committee in St. Joseph Rm 
 

Thursday, September 3 
3:30pm-8:00pm:      Volleyball Practice in Gym 
6:00pm-7:00pm:      Home & School Association in Teacher’s Lounge 
6:30pm-8:00pm:      School Committee in Library 
 

Friday, September 4 
School Early Release at Noon 
 

Saturday, September 5 
9:00am-10:00am:     Father Justin Table Talk in St. Joseph Rm 
 

Sunday, September 6 
No Events 

Upcoming Activities at St. Joseph’s: RUMMAGE SALE NEWS 
 

 We are currently collecting  
ONLY      

 jewelry, aluminum cans, bikes, 
books, furniture or eBay items.  

 

If you have something we can sell 
on eBay or want to donate  
Furniture contact Fran at  

Dntolly@aol.com with Subject: 
Rummage Sale. 

 

Jewelry can be left in the        
Welcome Center or Parish Office.   

 

Leave aluminum cans  
outside the single car garages  

NO PLASTIC. 

 

Leave bikes between  
the garages.  Label them  

RUMMAGE.   

 

Books can be left in  
the Welcome Center. 

 

Many thanks for 
all who support 
this important    

fundraiser.  

Christ Child Society  
Fall Luncheon & Fashion Show 

 

Wednesday, September 16 at the       
Wisconsin Country Club. Bring your 
daughters, sisters, friends and neighbors! 
Proceeds directly support our Christ 
Child Society of Milwaukee programs 

that provide essential services to children in need across 
Southeast Wisconsin. For information, visit: 
 https://christchildmilwaukee.org/sponsor-ccs-models-on-the-move 

Around the Archdiocese of Milwaukee: 

https://christchildmilwaukee.org/sponsor-ccs-models-on-the-move


Dr. David J. Foti  Dr. Felicia Toy 

FOTI Chiropractic 
11717 W. North Avenue  

Wauwatosa WI  

414-259-9008 

www.fotichiropractic.com                                                                         

Welcome to  

St. Joseph Congregation 

 

 

We are blessed to have you  

worship with us today! 

 

We pray that our celebration of the Mass        
spiritually feeds you and that you feel  

welcome among us. 

 
 

Have questions about St. Joseph  

Congregation or the Catholic Church? 

We’re happy to answer! Just contact  

Father Justin, Alex Burks—Director of Faith 

Formation, or the Parish Office  

(414) 771-4626.  
 

Learn more about us at stjoetosa.com 

At St. Joseph Catholic School we    

offer a faith filled academic  

experience for children  

3K—8th grade. 

 

If you would like to schedule a 

tour and see what our school offers 

please contact our principal,  

Bryanna VanVreede, at  

414-771-5577 or 

vanvreedeb@stjosephschooltosa.com 

 

 

Learn more about our day school 

at stjosephschooltosa.com 

Should you wish to advertise your       
business here, please contact the 
Parish Office at 414-771-4626 or  

parishadmin@stjoetosa.com 

Join the St. Joseph community on the  
Hallow app: https://hallow.app.link/

KsEw6tzWf4b  
where you can connect with fellow  

parishioners, share prayers, and  
find reflections.  

https://hallow.app.link/KsEw6tzWf4b
https://hallow.app.link/KsEw6tzWf4b

