
 
 

Mass Schedule:   

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, & Friday 8:15am | Saturday (Vigil) 4:00pm | Sunday 8:00am, 10:30am 
 

12130 W. Center Street, Wauwatosa, WI 53222   

Parish Office: 414-771-4626  |  Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8:00am-3:30pm

St. Joseph Congregation 

 

A family devoted to experience Jesus through prayer, formation and service.

April 19, 2026 

Third Sunday of Easter 

On the Road to Emmaus



 

Parish Information 
Parish Registration:  Registration for the parish 
can be done at the Parish Office during normal 
business hours or after Mass on Sunday in the 
Welcome Center at the Center St. entrance of 
church. Young people out of college school are  
requested to register as  adult members. 

 

Hearing Impaired: St. Joseph’s Church has an 
“Audio Loop” for use by people who have a hearing 
aid equipped with a “T switch”.  

 

St. Joseph Chapel Hours: Monday–Friday 7:00am 
to 8:00pm.  

 
 

Adoration of the  
Most Blessed Sacrament: 

 

Adoration will take place every  
Monday immediately following the  

8:15am Mass until 9:30am.   
Confession offered as well. 

 

 

Holy Hour/Adoration will take place the first    
Thursday of the month 6:30pm-7:30pm   

in the Chapel. 

 
Anointing of the Sick:  

Anointing of the Sick will take place the       

first Friday and first Saturday of the month 

at the 8:15am Mass. 
 

Anointing  may also be done by  appointment.   
 Please call the Parish Office.  

St. Joseph Congregation 
12130 W. Center Street 
Wauwatosa, WI 53222 

Parish Office 414-771-4626 
 

Pastoral Team 

Rev. Justin Lopina, Pastor 
lopinaj@archmil.org 
Phone Extension 105 

 

Deacon José Gonzales 
joseuugon@yahoo.com 

 

Deacon Kurt Peot 

kurtap@yahoo.com 
 

Catholic Formation Staff 
 

Adult Minister: Dennis Sylva 
dennissylva@hotmail.com 

Phone Extension 106 
 

Admin. Assistant: Lisa Marynik 
marynikl@stjoetosa.com 

Phone Extension 111 
 

Parish Staff 

Parish Admin. Assistant: Nikki Claas 
parishadmin@stjoetosa.com 

Phone Extension 101 
 

 Director of Liturgy &  
Business Admin. Assistant: 

Suzzanne Silman 
silmans@stjoetosa.com 

Phone Extension 104 
 

Maintenance Director: Matt Adams 
adamsm@stjoetosa.com 

Phone Extension 115 

 

Interim Music Director: Dan O’Connor 
music@stjoetosa.com 

414-444-2244 

 

Trustees 

Sandy Schmitt, Secretary 
 taschmitt@sbcglobal.net 

 

Tom Zimmerman, Treasurer 
tom.zimmerman@fiserv.com 

St. Joseph Catholic School 
2750 N. 122nd Street 

Wauwatosa, WI 53222 
School Office  414-771-5577 

 

Principal: Bryanna VanVreede 
vanvreedeb@stjosephschooltosa.com 

Phone Extension 120 

 

Admin. Assistant: Margaret Shea 
sjsoffice@stjosephschooltosa.com 

Phone Extension 114 

 

Pastoral Council  
Chair: Joe Herro 

 joeherro@yahoo.com         
414-469-7261 

 

Pastoral Council Members: 
Kelly Ciriacks 
Megan Harney 

Joe McCool 
Jennifer Mendoza 

Sarah Navis 
Jill Pitterle 
Kevin Scott 
Mike Smrz 

Alanna Wilgus, Vice Chair 
 

Buildings & Grounds 
Chair: Carol Polivka 

carol_polivka@polivka.org 
 

Christian Formation 
Chair: Larry Barbian  
frodolb@yahoo.com 

 
 
 

Finance Council  
Chair: Bern Enright  

bernright@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 

Finance Council Members: 
Peter Diotte 
Dave Gauss 

Mont Martin 
Carol Polivka 

Ed Reuter 
Dean Weyer 

 
 
 
 

School Committee 
Chair: Jeremy Blackwood 

jblackwoodmu@gmail.com 
 

Home & School  
Association 

Chair: Rachel Blackwood 
rachel.blackwood1@gmail.com 
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Mass Intentions The Two Sources of Grace 

 

Today’s readings focus on a theme of “sojourning.” As 
Christian stewards, we know our lives are a sojourn   
toward the ultimate destination of heaven. 
 

Our Gospel passage today describes the sojourn of the 
two disciples on the road to Emmaus. The two are      
dejected and despondent after Jesus’ death. They knew 
Jesus personally. They had heard the Gospel message 
directly from His lips. They heard the testimony of the 
women who discovered our Lord’s empty tomb and saw 
a vision of angels announcing He was alive. They had 
been informed by other disciples who went to the tomb 
that all was exactly as the women reported. 
 

How much more obvious could the Good News be? 
 

And yet, at times, the reaction of the two disciples      
describes our own stewardship journey, doesn’t it? We 
have the fullness of the Catholic faith, the power of the 
sacraments, and the support of our parish family. Yet, 
we often lose our way. We fail to see all the gifts we 
have been given. We lack trust in the perfect goodness 
and almighty power of God. 
 

But notice what happens to the two men when their 
eyes are opened once again, and they recognize Jesus in 
the Eucharist — the “breaking of the bread.” They are 
transformed! Their hearts are set on fire with love for 
the Lord and for their faith. They recall that their hearts   
began “burning within” as the Lord was explaining the 
Scriptures to them. When we find we have lost our way, 
we can go to the same sources as the two disciples on 
the road to Emmaus — the Scriptures and the Eucha-
rist. 
 

In this Easter season, resolve to feast deeply on these 
two sources of grace. They are the fuel that will propel 
us on our journey toward heaven.  

 
 

-copyright: Catholic Stewardship Consultants, www.CatholicSteward.com 

Monday, April 20th  

7:35am           Rosary 

8:15am           Dio Sylva 

Tuesday, April 21st 

7:30am           The Patriotic Rosary 

8:00am           Perpetual Help 

8:15am            † Bob & Carol Cassell 

Wednesday, April 22nd 

7:35am           Rosary 

8:15am           Ervin & Joan Claas 

                       50th Wedding Anniversary 

Thursday, April 23rd 

No Mass 

Friday, April 24th 

8:15am            † Margo Banicki 

Saturday, April 25th 

3:00pm          Reconciliation  

4:00pm           † Josef Bitzl 

                        † George R. Schimmel 

Sunday, April 26th 

7:00am           Reconciliation 

8:00am           Our Parish Family 

10:30am                  The Dermody/Kresse Families 

 

 
Monday: Acts 6:8-15;  
Ps 119:23-24, 26-27, 29-30; Jn 6:22-29 
 

Tuesday: Acts 7:51—8:1a;  
Ps 31:3cd-4, 6, 7b, 8a, 17, 21ab; Jn 6:30-35 
 
 

Wednesday: Acts 8:1b-8; Ps 66:1-3a, 4-7a;  
Jn 6:35-40 
 
 

Thursday: Acts 8:26-40;  
Ps 66:8-9, 16-17, 20; Jn 6:44-51 
 
 

Friday: Acts 9:1-20; Ps 117:1bc, 2;  
Jn 6:52-59 
 
 

Saturday: 1 Pt 5:5b-14;  
Ps 89:2-3, 6-7, 16-17; Mk 16:15-20 
 

Sunday: Acts 2:14a, 36-41; Ps 23:1-6;  
1 Pt 2:20b-25; Jn 10:1-10 

 

Eternal rest grant unto him… 

 

Our parishioner, 

 

William Benes 

 

has passed away. 

 

Please keep his family and friends 

 in your thoughts and prayers. 



Sacraments 
 

Baptism: Parents who wish to have their child 
baptized must be registered members of St.  
Joseph Parish and practicing their Catholic Faith. 
A  pre-baptism class must be attended prior to 
the date of the baptism. Baptisms are  celebrated 
at one of the weekend Masses or at another       
arranged time. For more information contact the 
Parish Office.  
 

Funerals: Please call the Parish Office in the event 
of the death of a loved one.  
Arrangements will be made for planning of the 
service including the musicians.  
Advanced planning may be done by making an 
appointment with Father. 
 

Reconciliation:  Monday 9:00am-9:30am,    
during  adoration, Saturday  3:00 pm-3:50 pm, 
Sunday 7:00am-7:50am, or by   
appointment. Please call the Parish Office. 
 

Weddings: Couples must contact the pastor to 
make arrangements for marriage. No date should 
be set until this is done as the church may not be 
available. The Catholic  party must be a              
registered and practicing member of the parish 
for at least six months prior to setting a date. In 
addition, a six month period of preparation is   
required for marriage.  

 

 

Ministry of the Sick 
Please take a moment to pray… 

 

Heavenly Father, Lay Your healing hands on those who are sick... 

 

AnneLiese Bitzl, Connie Borden, Christine Brady, 
Chris Burk,  Phil Cashill, Margaret Christman,  

Dennis Cimpl, Marian Cochrane,  Katy Connors,  
Donna Drake, Laura Dundon, Marge Fandre,  

Jane Foxgrover, Jeanne Fuchs, Josefina Gallegos,  
Christine Gilpatrick, Cameron Gonring, Amy Grahovac, 

Betty Groshek, Jenny Grosschadl, Diane Haase,  
Bruce Henning, Barb Hesselbein, Alex Holmes,  

Charles Jacoby, Jim Janette, Joy Kasun, Joyce Keller,  
Janet Klein, Don Kresse, Richard Kroscher, Doug Kruse,  

Julian Lombard, Mark Mayer, Sue McCauley,  
Tom McElwee, Margaret Mehigan, Theresa Motto, 

Shawn Munch, Lee Neustedter, Loren Norstrem,  
Dale Peterson, Luis Rodriguez, Dan Rooney,  

Paul Siverling, Carol & Lee Smaglick, Tim Taff,           
Betty Weinzierl, & Ann Marie Wick 

 

We also include  any of our loved ones 
who are dealing with cancer or mental 

illness. 
 

If you know anyone who is sick or in the 
hospital, please let us know.  
The hospitals do not always 

contact us.  
 

If you or someone you know is  
homebound or ill and would like to     

receive communion, please call the Parish Office.      

March Financial Update 



From the Desk of Father Justin 
 

 
 

Hello from Rome (as of my writing this)!  

 

     It's Friday the 10th, I made it to Rome safe and sound, and after dropping off my bag, my first stop was 

Saint John Lateran Basilica: the official seat of the Bishop Rome, Pope Leo.  No, he wasn't home and I didn't 

have the chance to chat with him.  My first stop of vacation was Turin for one day and then two days in           

Florence.  I'll spend a while in Rome before wrapping things up with a day in Naples.  

 

     My time has been restful and pleasant.  Lots of live music and exploring cities by foot, which is my idea of 

vacation.  To set the record as straight as possible, I am a beer guy.  What can I say?  Even in Italy, I prefer 

my liquid bread. 

 

      As for the pilgrimage part of my trip, I have now been to the Shroud of Turin and multiple basilicas and     

cathedrals.  In Florence, I spent most of my time in The Basilica of the Sacred Cross, which is the biggest 

Franciscan church of the city.  I went there because it's the church that honors Dante (who was from     

Florence), and walking in the footsteps of Dante was a big goal of mine.  To my surprise, that church is also 

the resting place of Galileo.  While I don't hold the guy nearly to the height of Dante, it was nice to see him 

properly honored and respected - it reflects the fact that he died in good standing with the Church and that 

his life's work contained much more good than bad... popular stories about controversial matters              

notwithstanding.   

 

     Anyway, here's today's main point for you all.  Most of my religious moments here in Italy have been the 

honoring of history, as opposed to true spiritual moments.  Don't get me wrong, I've had some deeply      

spiritual moments, and I have four whole days in Rome for more.  But thus far, nothing here - in the very 

headquarters of the Catholicism - has moved me as much as those final moments of our 10:30 Mass on Easter 

Sunday.  The Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity of Christ was still quite literally in my belly as I purified the 

vessels at the altar.  The choir led that "alleluia" tune that we had for a communion mediation song (forgive 

me for not recalling the exact song title), and I could hear practically everyone in the church doing what I 

was doing: singing along automatically as the music carried us away in our various states of reverie.  

 

     At least for me, it was literal reverie: my conscious mind was focused on the task at hand (the cleaning of 

the vessels), but my throat couldn't help but sing along with the rich and lovely music that saturated the 

very air around me.  Judging by the hundreds of voices hitting my ear, I know I wasn't the only one singing 

along in that general state of interior peace with an openness to the Spirit.  Eucharist and powerful            

music?  That's always a winning combo, and I doubt that there were many churches that had a better            

communion mediation, sung with sincere and joyful devotion, than us.  Who knows?  Maybe the answer to 

that question was "zero", and ours was literally the best!  Obviously, we can never know that... but that 

doesn't change the fact that we have so very much to be grateful for, within this community. 

 

     To give them their due, Saturday's Easter Vigil was wonderfully joyful  and 8:00 Mass also had their fair 

share of great singers.  But after a long Holy Week, the 10:30 Mass ended my Easter responsibilities on the 

sweetest note I could have possibly asked for, and I feel that Saint Joseph's Congregation was blessed in a 

remarkable and unique way by the time we all headed out for our Easter afternoon plans.  

 

     The whole thing, followed by two weeks of vacation, has proven to be a stark reminder that God is most 

certainly moving in a beautiful way within our parish.  Sure, Italy has the Shroud of Turin, excellent          

architecture, perfect weather, and some of the best wine on the planet.  But after a week here, I am left with 

the clear recollection that Christ is every bit as present with us in our little community of Wauwatosa.  I 

hope Easter, the Octave of Easter, and Divine Mercy Sunday were as glorious and refreshing to all of you as 

well. 

 

     I hope for more adventures in the next few days, but I will certainly be ready to head home when      

Thursday rolls around.  May God bless you all, and may we always be grateful for the tremendous gift that is 

"Faith on Center"!  

-Father Justin  



Safe Environment Week—April 19th-25th 

The Archdiocese of Milwaukee recognizes April 19th–April 25th as Safe Environment Awareness 

Week. Each year in the month of April, which is recognized around the country as child abuse            

prevention month, we dedicate a week to elevating the general awareness of the Church’s efforts to 

keep our children safe. We want people to know that we are committed to maintaining safe                

environments in our parishes and schools through adult child abuse prevention training; criminal      

background checks for all clergy, volunteers working with minors, and employees; safety training 

for children in each grade level; and adhering to all mandatory reporting requirement laws.  
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St. Joseph Christian Women 
Invite you to attend “Ladies Night Out” 

WELCOME TO SPRING 
Join us for an evening of Good Friends, Good Food and Fun Opportunities 

DATE: Wednesday May 6th, 2026 
PLACE:  Alioto’s Restaurant – 3401 Mayfair Road 

TIME: 5:00 – Gathering with Wine and Cheese Social, 6:00 - Dinner 
 

MENU: THERE WILL BE THREE (3) DINNER CHOICES FOR YOU TO 
CHOOSE FROM THE NIGHT OF THE EVENT 

(8 oz New York Strip and Grilled Shrimp, Chicken Piccata with Pasta, or     
Salmon with Angel Hair Pasta) 

 
Checks Payable to:  St. Joseph Christian Woman 

Deadline is Monday May 4th, 2026 (NO late reservations will be accepted) 
 

Send to:  Linda Slawinski (262-781-2515) 
3180 San Juan Trail   Brookfield, WI   53005 

 
Donations of GIFT CARDS or CASH for opportunities can be dropped off  

or sent to the Parish Office Attn: Spring Ladies Night Out. 
 
 

 
 
Please reserve _____________________seats at $40.00 per person (Tables of 8 people) 
 
 
I would like to sit with ______________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Keep above portion as your reminder 



 
      

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Please leave children’s clothing, toys, adults & 
       children’s books in the Welcome Center. 
 

 To donate furniture contact Fran,  dntolly@aol.com  
       Subject: Rummage  
 

 NEW THIS YEAR— A “Women’s Boutique”, we need    
      quality women’s clothing! 
 

 The Rummage Sale is expanding its “aluminum can”                
       collection to include BRASS and COPPER.   Aluminum       
       cans cannot have contained food or been used for         
       cooking. 
 

 THE GREAT JEWELRY  COLLECTION… Thousands of   
       pieces of jewelry are sold each year.  Leave in the Welcome   
       Center or the Parish Office. 
 

 Currently collecting FUR OR LEATHER COATS and  

       STERLING SILVER.  Leave in the Welcome Center.  
 

 BIKES, BIKES, BIKES—We would like to sell 60 bikes  
       again this year—adult or kids—leave between the garages   
       labeled “Rummage Sale”. 

Join us for our annual    

parish rummage sale! 

 

June 18th 

9am to 5pm 

 

June 19th 

9am to 5pm 

 

June 20th 

9am to 2pm 

Rummage Donations Received  
     June 6th to June 15th 

          9am to 3pm  
    NO SUNDAY HOURS 

 

 

 

 

Our New Guide Book & Directory is Here! 
 

Look in your mailbox for our new Guide Book & Directory. It should be arriving in the coming 

week.  

 

The advertisers helped provide this service at no cost to our congregation. We encourage you to 

think of them in the future as your needs arise. If you are interested in advertising next year,      

contact amandavogt@guidebookpublishing.com for more information.  

 

Please familiarize yourself with the ministries and organizations at our church located in the front 

of the book. An electronic PDF version of the Guide Section of the book is available for              

downloading to your computer, smart phone, or tablet at your convenience.  

 

To download the Online Guide Section:  

 

1. Visit www.guidebookpublishing.com/congregations/online-guide-sections 

2. Click on our state followed by our city 

3. Click on VIEW GUIDE to download the book. 

mailto:Dntolly@aol.com


The School Committee is looking for members to serve a two-year term      
starting in the 2026-2027 school year. 

 

The School Committee is a group of parents and school staff that makes        
recommendations to the pastor about a wide range of issues affecting the 
school. We have subcommittees to handle marketing the school, planning for 
the future, and incorporating technology. Every month we meet to hear         

updates from the principal and pastor, identify and try to solve problems, and discuss ways to 
make the school serve the parish and the community better.  
Meetings are usually at 6:30pm on the first Thursday of the month. 

 

Self-nomination is encouraged! If you have someone to nominate, please use the nomination form  
below.  These forms will also be available in the church pews April 18th/19th and April 25th/26th.       
Completed forms can be dropped off in the School or Parish Office (or submitted in the back of 
church).  
Nominations are due by May 3rd.  
——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Nomination Form for School Committee: 

I would like to nominate _____________________________________________________________ 

to be on School Committee for the 2026-2027 school year. 

 
 

Contact information for nominee (email or phone): 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

St. Joseph &  

St. Agnes present: 

Vacation  

Bible  

School 

2026 



Monday, April 20 
5:00pm-7:00pm:   Playpen Sports Academy in Field 
6:30pm-8:00pm: Consoling the Heart of Jesus Group Retreat 
      in St. Joseph Rm 
7:30pm-8:30pm: Elite AST Basketball AAU in Gym 
 

Tuesday, April 21 
9:00am-10:30am:   St. Joseph Bible Study in St. Joseph Rm 
6:30pm-8:30pm:   Endowment Committee in St. Joseph Rm 
7:00pm-8:00pm:   Pilgrims on the Road to Emmaus  
  in St. John Rm 
7:00pm-8:30pm:    One on One Milwaukee Basketball in Gym 
8:30pm-9:30pm:    Tosa West Basketball Training in Gym 
 

Wednesday, April 22 
6:30am-7:45am:     St. Peters Stones Group  in St. Mary Room 
9:00am-11:00am:   St. Faustina Small Group  
     in St. Matthew Rm 
3:15pm-4:15pm:     Math Club in Classroom 111 
5:00pm-7:00pm:   Playpen Sports in Field 
4:30pm-6:00pm: Softball Practice in Field/Gym 
6:30pm-8:00pm: Pastoral Council in St. Joseph Rm 
7:30pm-8:30pm:    Elite AST Basketball AAU in Gym 
8:30pm-9:30pm:   Tosa West Basketball Training in Gym 
 

Thursday, April 23 
9:30am-11:00am:   Well Time in St. Mary Rm  
6:30pm-8:00pm:   Adult Choir Rehearsal in Church 
7:00pm-8:00pm:   St. Joseph Bible Study Online 
7:00pm-8:30pm:   One on One Milwaukee Basketball in Gym 
8:30pm-9:30pm:   Tosa West Basketball Training in Gym 
 

Friday, April 24 
No Events 
 

Saturday, April 25 
8:00am-Noon:       BARCEL Violin in Music Rm 
8:00am-1:00pm:    Softball Games in Baseball Diamond 
9:00am-Noon:       Playpen Sports in Field 
 

Sunday, April 26 
9:00am-10:15am:   Religious Education Classes 
4:00pm-5:30pm:   Adult OCIA Confirmation in St. Joseph  
4:00pm-5:30pm:    Religious Education Confirmation Classes 
        In St. Mary Rm 
4:00pm-6:00pm:  Tosa West Basketball Training in Gym 
4:30pm-6:00pm:  Softball Practice in Field (Gym if needed) 

Upcoming Activities at St. Joseph’s: 
Around the Archdiocese of Milwaukee: 

 

Have you ever wanted to go on pilgrimage? If so, lace up your shoes and 

plan to walk all or part of the Green Bay Area annual 22 mile Walk to Mary 

on May 2. The Walk starts at the National Shrine of St. Joseph in De Pere 
and ends at the National Shrine of Our Lady of Champion where Mary     
appeared to Adele Brice who was recently declared a Servant of God. Walk 
with family and friends and meet other pilgrims along the way or just visit 
one or both shrines. What a great way to honor Our Lady in Her Month of 
May. To learn more about the Walk or to register go to walktomary.com. 
To learn more about the National Shrine of Our Lady of Champion and 
scheduled Shrine events go to championshrine.org.  



FOTI Chiropractic 
11717 W. North Avenue  

Wauwatosa WI  

414-259-9008 

www.fotichiropractic.com                                                                         

Welcome to St. Joseph Congregation. 

We are blessed to have you worship  

with us today! 

We pray that our celebration of the Mass spiritually 
feeds you and that you feel welcome among us. 

 

Have questions about St. Joseph  
Congregation or the Catholic Church? 
We’re happy to answer! Just contact  

Father Justin, Dennis Sylva, our Adult  
Minister, or the parish office (414) 771-4626.  

 

Learn more about us at stjoetosa.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At St. Joseph Catholic School we offer a 

faith filled academic experience for      

children 3K—8th grade. 

If you would like to schedule a 

tour and see what our school offers 

please contact our principal,  

Bryanna VanVreede, at  

414-771-5577 or 

vanvreedeb@stjosephschooltosa.com 
 

Learn more about our day school 

at stjosephschooltosa.com 

Should you wish to  
advertise your business here, 

please contact the  
Parish Office  

at 414-771-4626 or  
parishadmin@stjoetosa.com 

Dr. David J. Foti  Dr. Felicia Toy 

The Rummage Sale needs your help! 
 

Do you know a charity that could pick up    

furniture at 2:00 PM on June 20th  

(the closing day of the rummage sale)? 
 

Please contact Fran if you know of anyone  

     who can assist: dntolly@aol.com 


