
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

St. Joseph Congregation 
 

A family devoted to experience Jesus through prayer, formation and service. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mass Schedule:   
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, & Friday 8:15am | Saturday (Vigil) 4:00pm | Sunday 8:00am, 10:30am 

 

12130 W. Center Street, Wauwatosa, WI 53222   
Parish Office: 414-771-4626  |  Office Hours: Monday-Friday 8:00am-3:30pm
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January 11, 2026 



 

Parish Information 
Parish Registration:  Registration for the parish 
can be done at the Parish Office during normal 
business hours or after Mass on Sunday in the 
Welcome Center at the Center St. entrance of 
church. Young people out of college school are  
requested to register as  adult members. 

 

Hearing Impaired: St. Joseph’s Church has an 
“Audio Loop” for use by people who have a hearing 
aid equipped with a “T switch”.  

 

St. Joseph Chapel Hours: Monday–Friday 7:00am 
to 8:00pm.  

 
 
 

Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament: 
 

Adoration will take place every Monday 
immediately following the  8:15am Mass 

until 9:30am.   
Confession offered as well. 

 

 

 

 

Holy Hour/Adoration will take place on 
the first Thursday of the month from 

6:30pm-7:30pm  in the Chapel. 
 
 
 
 

Anointing of the Sick:  

Anointing will take place on the first Friday 
and first Saturday of the month  

at the 8:15am Mass. 
 

Anointing  may also be done by  appointment.   
 Please call the Parish Office.  

St. Joseph Congregation 
12130 W. Center Street 
Wauwatosa, WI 53222 

Parish Office 414-771-4626 
 

Pastoral Team 

Rev. Justin Lopina, Pastor 
lopinaj@archmil.org 
Phone Extension 105 

 

Deacon José Gonzales 
joseuugon@yahoo.com 

 

Deacon Kurt Peot 

kurtap@yahoo.com 
 

Catholic Formation Staff 
 

Adult Minister: Dennis Sylva 
dennissylva@hotmail.com 

Phone Extension 106 
 

Admin. Assistant: Lisa Marynik 
marynikl@stjoetosa.com 

Phone Extension 111 
 

Parish Staff 

Parish Admin. Assistant: Nikki Claas 
parishadmin@stjoetosa.com 

Phone Extension 101 
 

 Director of Liturgy &  
Business Admin. Assistant: 

Suzzanne Silman 
silmans@stjoetosa.com 

Phone Extension 104 
 

Maintenance Director: Matt Adams 
adamsm@stjoetosa.com 

Phone Extension 115 

 

Interim Music Director: Dan O’Connor 
music@stjoetosa.com 

414-444-2244 

 

Trustees 

Sandy Schmitt, Secretary 
 taschmitt@sbcglobal.net 

 

Tom Zimmerman, Treasurer 
tom.zimmerman@fiserv.com 

St. Joseph Catholic School 
2750 N. 122nd Street 

Wauwatosa, WI 53222 
School Office  414-771-5577 

 

Principal: Bryanna VanVreede 
vanvreedeb@stjosephschooltosa.com 

Phone Extension 120 

 

Admin. Assistant:  
sjsoffice@stjosephschooltosa.com 

Phone Extension 114 

 

Pastoral Council  
Chair: Joe Herro 

 joeherro@yahoo.com         
414-469-7261 

 

Pastoral Council Members: 
Kelly Ciriacks 
Megan Harney 

Joe McCool 
Jennifer Mendoza 

Sarah Navis 
Jill Pitterle 
Kevin Scott 
Mike Smrz 

Alanna Wilgus, Vice Chair 
 

Buildings & Grounds 
Chair: Carol Polivka 

carol_polivka@polivka.org 
 

Christian Formation 
Chair: Larry Barbian  
frodolb@yahoo.com 

 
 
 

Finance Council  
Chair: Bern Enright  

bernright@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 

Finance Council Members: 
Peter Diotte 
Dave Gauss 

Mont Martin 
Carol Polivka 

Ed Reuter 
Dean Weyer 

 
 
 
 

School Committee 
Chair: Jeremy Blackwood 

jblackwoodmu@gmail.com 
 

Home & School  
Association 

Chair: Rachel Blackwood 
rachel.blackwood1@gmail.com 
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Mass Intentions Live Out Our Baptism Call 

 

Today marks the close of the Christmas season, but 
before we return to Ordinary Time, we have one more 
great feast to celebrate — The Baptism of the Lord. 
Today’s feast is a perfect opportunity to consider the 
privileges and responsibilities we all share as Christian 
stewards by virtue of our own Baptism. 
 

At the moment of our Baptism, we became adopted 
sons and daughters of God, members of his holy,     
Catholic Church. Though we may not have realized it, 
the moment of our Baptism is also the moment we    
become Christian stewards, disciples of Jesus Christ, 
tasked with the work of following in His footsteps day 
by day and sharing the Gospel message with all those 
around us. 
 

In our second reading from the Acts of the Apostles, St. 
Peter gives us a glimpse of the person of Jesus we 
should imitate. “He went about doing good and healing 
all those oppressed by the devil, for God was with 
him.” We must live our lives like Jesus, seeking to do 
good to everyone we encounter; not just those in our 
inner circle of family and friends, but everyone in our 
community since the Father loves us all and Jesus 
sought out everyone with His saving message. 
 

In the Gospel passage from Matthew, we see yet        
another aspect of Jesus in action, this time as he     
humbly stands before John to be baptized by him. 
What humility and what willingness to unite Himself 
to us our Lord demonstrates by this act. We can do no 
less as we live out our daily lives as his disciples. 
 

And when we do strive with all our might to live out 
our Baptismal call to Christian stewardship, we will 
experience the deep honor of knowing that we, too, are 
God’s “beloved” sons and daughters “with whom He is 
well-pleased.” 
 
-copyright: Catholic Stewardship Consultants, www.CatholicSteward.com 

Monday, January 12th 

8:15am            Anne Thomas  

Tuesday, January 13th 

7:30am           The Patriotic Rosary 

8:00am           Perpetual Help 

8:15am            Sarah Butzer 

Wednesday, January 14th  

8:15am                                  †  John Hochhaus 

Thursday, January 15th  

No Mass 

Friday, January 16th 

8:15am           † Florence Wuerl 

Saturday, January 17th 

4:00pm          The Don Borden Family 

                        † Don Tollefson 

Sunday, January 18th 

7:00am           Reconciliation 

8:00am          † Rosalie Mertens 

                        † Tom & Julie Novotny 

10:30am         Our Parish Family 

 

Bulletin articles are due 
in the Parish Office by 

Noon on Monday. 
 

We reserve the right to edit /
condense as space permits. 

Articles will  appear in the bulletin twice  unless       
otherwise specified with original request  If the article 

should be posted to the St. Joseph website,       
St. Joseph Facebook page, or included with the      
weekend email, please include that information       

with original request. 
 

Please email bulletin articles to:  
parishadmin@stjoetosa.com  

 
 

Monday: 1 Sm 1:1-8; Ps 116:12-19;  
Mk 1:14-20 

 

Tuesday: 1 Sm 1:9-20; (Ps) 1 Sm 2:1, 4-8d;  
Mk 1:21-28 

 

Wednesday: 11 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20;  
Ps 40:2, 5, 7-10; Mk 1:29-39 

 

Thursday: 1 Sm 4:1-11;  
Ps 44:10-11, 14-15, 24-25; Mk 1:40-45 
 

Friday: 1 Sm 8:4=7, 10-22a; Ps 89:16-19;  
Mk 2:1-12 

 

Saturday: 1 Sm 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1; Ps 21:2-7; 
Mk 2:13-17 
 

Sunday: Is 49:3, 5-6; Ps 40:2, 4, 7-10;  
1 Cor 1:1-3; Jn 1:29-34 

https://www.catholicsteward.com/


Sacraments 
 

Baptism: Parents who wish to have their child 
baptized must be registered members of St.  
Joseph Parish and practicing their Catholic Faith. 
A  pre-baptism class must be attended prior to 
the date of the baptism. Baptisms are  celebrated 
at one of the weekend Masses or at another       
arranged time. For more information contact the 
Parish Office.  
 

Funerals: Please call the Parish Office in the event 
of the death of a loved one.  
Arrangements will be made for planning of the 
service including the musicians.  
Advanced planning may be done by making an 
appointment with Father. 
 

Reconciliation:  Monday 9:00am-9:30am,    
during  adoration, Saturday  3:00 pm-3:50 pm, 
Sunday 7:00am-7:50am, or by   
appointment. Please call the Parish Office. 
 

Weddings: Couples must contact the pastor to 
make arrangements for marriage. No date should 
be set until this is done as the church may not be 
available. The Catholic  party must be a              
registered and practicing member of the parish 
for at least six months prior to setting a date. In 
addition, a six month period of preparation is   
required for marriage.  

 
 

Ministry of the Sick 
Please take a moment to pray… 

 

Heavenly Father, Lay Your healing hands on those who are sick 
 

 

Connie Borden, Christine Brady,  Chris Burk,   
Phil Cashill, Margaret Christman, Dennis Cimpl,  
Marian Cochrane,  Katy Connors, JoAnn Doyle,  

Donna Drake, Marge Fandre, Jane Foxgrover,  
Jeanne Fuchs, Josefina Gallegos, Christine Gilpatrick, 

Cameron Gonring, Amy Grahovac, Betty Groshek,  
Jenny Grosschadl, Diane Haase, Bruce Henning,  
Barb Hesselbein, Alex Holmes, Charles Jacoby,  

Jim Janette, Joyce Keller, Janet Klein, Don Kresse,  
Richard Kroscher, Doug Kruse, Julian Lombard,        

Mark Mayer, Sue McCauley, Tom McElwee,  
Margaret Mehigan, Theresa Motto, Shawn Munch,  
Lee Neustedter, Loren Norstrem, Luis Rodriguez,      

Dan Rooney, Carol & Lee Smaglick,  
Tim Taff, Betty Weinzierl, Ann Marie Wick 

 

We also include  any of our loved ones 
who are dealing with cancer or mental 

illness. 
 

If you know anyone who is sick or in the 
hospital, please let us know.  
The hospitals do not always 

contact us.  
 

If you or someone you know is  
homebound or ill and would like to  
receive communion, please call the  

Parish Office.      

ST. BEN’S MEAL PROGRAM 
 

Tuesday, January 13th is our day to provide food for the St. Ben’s Meal Program.  Your contribution to this 
wonderful mission is most appreciated.   

 

We are in need of 8 casseroles, large enough to feed 20 people and 8 desserts. To help Tom and Kathy  
Powers, please call or text at 262-510-5732 or email at kpow444@msn.com by end of day on  
Sunday, January 11th to volunteer to provide a dish.  If you work and find it hard to get a hot casserole       
delivered on time, consider dropping off your cold casserole the night before or in the morning on your way 
to work. 

“Life’s most persistent and urgent question is, what are you doing for others?” 
                                                                                                               – Martin Luther King 

 

 

St. Ben’s Upcoming Dates 
(Please mark your calendar) 

            

 Feb 10    Julie Burish                       262-347-8652     jaburish29@gmail.com 
 Mar 10   Child Ministry                   414-771-4626      marynikl@stjoetosa.com 
 Apr 14   St. Joe’s Day School          matuszakj@stjosephschooltosa..com        
 May 12  Michelle & Jim Canes           262-790-1757      canesmichelle5@gmail.com 

Your Human Concerns Committee would like to remind you that next weekend,  

January 17th & 18th, we will have our food collection benefiting House of Peace.  

 

Donations can be left in the Welcome Center.  Items must be non-perishable.  

Please donate generously! 

mailto:kpow444@msn.com
mailto:jaburish29@gmail.com
mailto:marynikl@stjoetosa.com
mailto:matuszakj@stjosephschooltosa..com
mailto:canesmichelle5@gmail.com


 

 

 

Welcome, one and all, to the 2025 edition of the Father Justin “Books Read in the Past Year”    
review.  For several years now, I’ve had a personal goal of making time for at least 30 minutes of productive 
reading per day, not counting my formal prayers.  That being said, here are my stats for 2025: 

 
 

Books read in total: 23 

Nonfiction: 7 

Fiction: 16 

Most Challenging Book of the Year: The Divine Comedy by Dante Alighieri 

Most Enjoyable Book of the Year: No Country for Old Men by Cormac McCarthy 

The Father Justin Book Recommendation of the Year: Our Lady of Fatima by Willliam Thomas Walsh 

  

All-in-all, the grand total of books read was a little light at three fewer books than last year.  To be 
fair, a couple of very long books keep me occupied for a while, otherwise I could have gotten my total book 
count up to 30 or more.  For that same reason, I was a bit heavy on fiction this year.  I read a good number of 
true classics, with some of them being real page-turners and others being slogs that I had to work to finish. 

 

The most challenging book I read was the Divine Comedy.  I am deeply grateful that I made the time 
to read it, and I got a bilingual edition so I could enjoy the meaning in English while keeping an eye on the 
poetry that only exists with the original Italian.  When I was in my 20’s, I remember proudly declaring that 
Dante’s Inferno was a terrible book.  When my friend and his mom asked me “how can you confidently say 
that if you haven’t read it?” I responded “I don’t need to read it to know why it’s a terrible book!”  In the 
many years since that conversation, I have come to renounce that attitude.  I see now that even if I don’t 
agree with a book, it’s a bit cocky to declare such a thing without actually giving the book its day in court.  
Of course, this lesson goes double here because The Divine Comedy is brilliant – including Inferno.  I just 
needed to grow up a bit to understand what Dante was really trying to say.  For the rest of my life, I will 
hold The Divine Comedy as a classic example of a literary classic that cannot in any way be judged by its 
cover.  If/when you’re ready, read it.  Join him on his journey of salvation through hell, purgatory, and      
heaven.  Amen amen, I say to you: it is a literary journey that will strengthen your soul. 

 

The most enjoyable book, overall, was No Country For Old Men.  I’ve been very clear that the movie 
is one of my favorites, and some people have understandably found that perplexing.  No Country For Old 
Men is hardly a Catholic story.  However, now that I know the movie inside and out and have read the    
original book, I maintain that there is a lot to learn within those pages.  Many people can read or watch this 
story and come to different conclusions about what’s really trying to say to its audience.  Realizing my     
obvious bias as a priest, this is a story about good and evil to me.  It’s tragic because good does not win at 
the end of the book.  However, it’s still a worthy story about what evil so often really looks like and how 
good carries itself when it breaks itself from what our media tends to portray goodness as.  It’s not a story 
that’s for everyone, but it’s one I will dearly appreciate for the rest of my life.  I’m only embarrassed that I 
was ignorant of the book’s existence until this past year! 

 

Finally, it was tough to choose the recommendation of the year.  However, as much as I wanted to 
recommend Dracula by Bram Stoker, I need to go for Our Lady of Fatima.  The book is an easy read and is 
not that long.  Just about anyone can get through it, and it’s a real page-turner once you get past the first 
dozen pages which detailed life in rural Portugal back in 1916.  When it comes to miracles or Marian         
apparitions, it’s probably a bit unfair to declare one that is more significant than the others.  Still, Our Lady 
of Fatima is a story all Catholics should know as best as they can.  The Blessed Mother revealed the power 
of faith in Christ to a nation utterly exhausted by years of humanistic and secular conflict.  It was not an 
event meant only for the Portuguese or those coping with World War I.  It was an event meant to give hope 
to the Catholic faithful, and to jumpstart our zeal for our faith and devotion.  You don’t need to understand 
every detail of the event.  This book by Walsh is an excellent way to make yourself aware of the essential 
details and significance of what happened, without getting you bogged down in academic minutia.  It’s 
worth the paltry $18 on Amazon, and gets the Father Justin prize of “most highly recommended” for 2025. 

 

Whether you’re working on the same books as me or otherwise, I wish you happy reading!  May  the 
written word always be in service to our spiritual wellness and our desire to be the best disciples of Christ 
we can be. 

Peace, Father Justin 

From the Desk of Father Justin 



Pack 485 Visits Fire Station 

 
 

Las month, Cub Scouts from Pack 485 and their parents visited the Germantown Fire         
Station. Firefighter/EMT Jacob Archibald, who is an Eagle Scout, and former member of St. Joseph 
Pack 485/Troop 485, led a tour of the station. He was joined by the members of the Red Shift. They 
showed the living quarters and common areas and talked with the Scouts about basic fire safety,   
calling 911, escape plans, throwing toys out a window to alert fire fighters that there is a child inside, 
and not hiding from or running away from a fire fighter in his gear. It was great to see so many Scouts 
who are interested in fire safety. 

Jacob Archibald and     
      Scouts in the bay                                                                      

Brandon Boehler 

answers questions 

about the fire truck. 

Alec Schafer            

demonstrates the steps 

to put on gear. 



St. Joe’s Santo Ingrilli Memorial  

 
 
 

Saturday, January 17, 2026  

Doors open at 5:30pm                            Event begins at 6:30pm  
  

Grab 8 friends, dress up, bring your tastiest food, your Simon Says skills and your knowledge of a 
little bit of everything for the Santo Ingrilli Memorial Trivia Night!! 

  

A suggested donation of $20 per person supports the 8th grade trip to Washington D.C.   

$40 Helper Pack will be available! 
 
  

 

Contact Nancy Loth to sign up your team!  
lothn@stjosephschooltosa.com 







 

The Rummage Sale is expanding its "aluminum can collection"  
to include BRASS and COPPER. We are also collecting burned 

out Christmas lights. Please leave outside the garage doors.  
 

 

 

THE GREAT JEWELRY COLLECTION… 
 

Thousands of pieces of jewelry are sold each year.  Collect jewelry from   
family and friends and leave it in the Welcome Center or the Parish Office.  
 
 

2026 Dates: June 18th, 19th & 20th      



Monday, January 12 
9:30am-11:00am: First Fruits in St. Joseph Rm 
1:30pm-3:30pm: Senior Group Board Mtg in St. John Rm 
5:30pm-8:30pm: Basketball Practice in Gym 
6:30pm-8:00pm: St. Vincent de Paul in Hall 
6:30pm-8:00pm: First Fruits in St. Joseph Rm 
 

Tuesday, January 13 
9:00am-10:30am: St. Joseph Bible Study in St. Joseph Rm 
4:00pm-7:00pm: Basketball Practice in Gym 
4:00pm-9:00pm: BARCEL Violin in Music Rm 
6:30pm-7:30pm: Finance Council in St. Joseph Rm 
6:30pm-8:30pm: Prayer & Worship Committee  
      in St. Mary Rm 
7:00pm-8:00pm: Pilgrims on the Road to Emmaus  
      in St. John Rm 
7:00pm-8:00pm: St. Joseph Bible Study—Online 
7:00pm-8:00pm: Tosa West Basketball Training in Gym 
7:00pm-8:00pm: Athletics Board Meeting  
      in Activity Center Lobby 
7:00pm-9:00pm: Catholic Financial Life Ch. 63 in Hall 
 

Wednesday, January 14 
3:15pm-4:15pm: Math Club in Classroom 111 
4:00pm-8:30pm: Basketball Practice in Gym 
8:30pm-9:30pm: Tosa West Basketball Training in Gym 
 

Thursday, January 15 
1:00pm-2:00pm: Catholic Financial Life Chapter 216  
      in St. Mary Rm 
3:30pm-7:00pm: Basketball Practice in Gym 
6:30pm-10:00pm: Dartball League in Hall 
6:30pm-8:00pm: Choir Rehearsal in Church 
7:30pm-9:00pm: One on One Milwaukee in Gym 
 

Friday, January 16 
4:00pm-5:30pm: Basketball Practice in Gym 
 

Saturday, January 17 
6:00am-8:00am: Men’s Group in Hall & Kitchen 
8:00am-Noon:      BARCEL Violin in Music Rm & Library 
8:15am-11:15am: Basketball Games in Gym 
 8:15am: 5th Grade Boys vs. SJV 
 9:15am: 5th Grade Girls vs. St. Francis Cabrini   
 10:15am: 8th Grade Girls vs. Holy Angels 
 11:15am: 8th Grade Boys vs. St. Dominic 
 1:00pm:  8th Grade Boys vs. St. Margaret Mary 
 2:00pm: 7th Grade Girls vs. Brookfield Academy 
10:00am-Noon: First Reconciliation in Church 
5:30pm-10:00pm: Trivia Night in Hall & Kitchen 
 

Sunday, January 18 
8:00am-12:30pm: Donut Sunday in Hall & Kitchen 
9:00am-10:15am: Religious Education Classes 
11:30am-12:30pm: Pray & Play in Gym 
1:00pm-2:30pm:  One on One Milwaukee  Basketball  
       in Gym 
4:00pm-5:30pm: Religious Education Confirmation  
       Classes in St. Mary Rm 
4:00pm-5:30pm: OCIA Adult Confirmation  
       in St. Joseph Rm 
4:00pm-6:00pm: Beyond Baptism in Off-Site 

Upcoming Activities at St. Joseph’s: Events Around the Archdiocese: 



FOTI Chiropractic 
11717 W. North Avenue  

Wauwatosa WI  

414-259-9008 

www.fotichiropractic.com                                                                         

Welcome to St. Joseph Congregation. 

We are blessed to have you worship  

with us today! 

We pray that our celebration of the Mass spiritually 
feeds you and that you feel welcome among us. 

 

Have questions about St. Joseph  
Congregation or the Catholic Church? 
We’re happy to answer! Just contact  

Father Justin, Dennis Sylva, our Adult  
Minister, or the parish office (414) 771-4626.  

 

Learn more about us at stjoetosa.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At St. Joseph Catholic School we offer a 

faith filled academic experience for      

children 3K—8th grade. 

If you would like to schedule a 

tour and see what our school offers 

please contact our principal,  

Bryanna VanVreede, at  

414-771-5577 or 

vanvreedeb@stjosephschooltosa.com 
 

Learn more about our day school 

at stjosephschooltosa.com 

Should you wish to  
advertise your business here, 

please contact the  
Parish Office  

at 414-771-4626 or  
parishadmin@stjoetosa.com 

Dr. David J. Foti  Dr. Felicia Toy 

Items are collected for the Rummage Sale year-round, please see below for 

where items can be left: 

 Please leave children’s clothing, toys, adults & children’s books in the  

        Welcome Center. 

 Bikes can be left between the west parking lot garages with a note attached: 

“Rummage”.   

 To donate furniture contact Fran, dntolly@aol.com Subject: Rummage  

 Help us recycle & make money for St. Joe’s—Currently collecting crushed  aluminum   

        cans and Christmas Lights.  Leave outside the 2 single car garages in west parking lot.  

 Join the great jewelry collection!  Thousands of pieces of jewelry are needed!  Ask every one you know if they 

can donate!  Please leave the jewelry in the Welcome Center or Parish Office.    
Thank you for your continued support of our annual  Rummage Sale!!      

2026 Dates: June 18th, 19th & 20th      

Collecting items now 

for the 2026 sale! 

mailto:Dntolly@aol.com

