St. Martin De Porres Parish Cemeteries

				
 
St. Columba Cemetery
State Street
Caledonia, NY 14423
585-538-2126
 
 
Holy Angels Cemetery
Caledonia Avenue
Scottsville, NY 14546
585-294-3065
St. Vincent’s Cemetery
Main Street
Churchville, NY 14428
585-294-3085
Cemetery Guidelines
St. Martin de Porres Parish owns and operates St. Columba Cemetery, Holy Angels Cemetery and St. Vincent’s Catholic Cemetery in accordance with the laws of the State of New York and the rules and discipline of the Church. Rules are set up in the Parish Cemetery Manual published by the Diocese of Rochester. 







CHRISTIAN BURIAL of the faithful by the Church is more than a pious tradition, it is a corporal work of mercy.  The Church’s whole Rite of Christian Burial for the faithful departed and the setting a part of their temporal resting places gives honor to them and to their faith.  In so doing, the Church reminds the living of their heavenly goal as they pass through this life seeking the joyful hope of the Resurrection.
It is our purpose that the cemeteries be a fitting resting place for our beloved dead while they sleep the sleep of peace and await the promise of all people…
“And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” – REVELATION: 21:4
The rules and regulations contained herein have been set forth to ensure that our cemeteries preserve the sacredness of their consecrated grounds.
General 


The Cemetery is opened for burials year-round, weather permitting.  

1. The Cemetery is opened from dawn to dusk for visiting purposes.  Anyone found in the Cemetery after dark will be trespassing and appropriate action will be taken.  Gathering in large groups, playing loud music, drinking alcoholic beverages and other activities not consonant with respect for a place of Christian burial are forbidden.

2. No interment shall be permitted until the full purchase price of the grave(s) shall have been paid.  Upon full payment, the seller shall deliver to purchaser(s) a certificate evidencing said burial rights to the purchaser(s) and his / her heirs in perpetuity.  The purchase price aforesaid includes permanent maintenance in accordance with New York State Laws, the guidelines of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Rochester, and the rules and regulations of the Cemetery.

3. Only authorized personnel are allowed to open and close a grave. Prior to opening any gravesite, the lot must be verified by the Cemetery Manager.  Please contact the Parish Office for the current fees associated with grave openings.

4. Graves may be used for the interment of human remains, as well as the option to place cremated pet cremains in the lot of their human caretaker.   The burial right purchased allows the Purchaser(s) to inter the maximum of one full casket OR one cremation per grave.  
a. All casket burials require a vault built of one or more of the following materials: concrete, stainless steel, galvanized steel, copper, bronze, plastic, and fiberglass.

5. The Purchaser(s) agrees and hereby represents those burial rights purchased hereunder are for interment purpose only and not for speculation or investment.  Purchasing a burial right does not transfer ownership of the property to the purchaser(s).  The cemetery retains the title to the land and the property, while the purchaser(s) acquires only the right of burial.

6. The right of burial for an individual grave, may be transferred to other persons with the permission of:
a. The person(s) that own or inherits the rights from the purchaser(s).
b. The permission of the cemetery.  The Cemetery Manager will issue a “Letter of Burial Rights Transfer” for all person(s) able to claim a burial right to sign and to be notarized indicating their consent to transfer.

7. All interments must follow the guidelines of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Rochester and the rules and regulations of the Cemetery, which a copy may be obtained from the Parish Office.

8. Upon approval from the Cemetery Management, any unused graves, no longer needed can only be sold back to the cemetery at the original price paid by the Purchaser(s), minus a 25% fee.  The Cemetery Manager will issue a “Letter of Burial Right Relinquishment” for all person(s) able to claim a burial right to sign and to be notarized indicating their consent to relinquish.

9. Approval must be obtained from the cemetery management prior to placing any monument. Memorialization of any other kind in the cemetery other than on personal headstones is not allowed.  Monument maintenance, repair and insurance are the sole responsibility of the owner and heirs. It is the responsibility of the owner and heirs to keep monuments in a safe and proper state of repair. 

10. If a cremation is buried after a full casket burial, a flat maker placed level with the ground is required unless the memorialization can be added to the existing headstone.  

11. For the safety of our employees and visitors, metal stakes, fences, wire fasteners, rods, glass containers, edging, stones and flag holders that are not part of a monument, monument base or marker are not allowed, unless they are secured in the monument or base, except for the Veteran Flag Holder. The Cemetery assumes no responsibility for damage done to items placed there. Cemetery personnel have the right to remove objects improperly placed without notice.

12. Planting of any plant, tree, shrub etc. directly into the soil is prohibited. Only natural flowering plants may be placed on the front or the side of the monument. Perpetual lights, flags (no larger than 4” by 6”), and other personal items are permitted in the planting area.   Cemetery personnel has the right to remove any items not contained within the designated area.

13. Christmas and winter decorations must be removed by April 1st. Summer flowers and decorations must be removed by November 1st. We reserve the right to remove the above items, if not done so, after the dates noted above. 

14. The Purchaser(s) acknowledges (acknowledge) that the Cemetery assumes no liability for damage or loss to the monument, urns, or other items, beyond the actions of Cemetery Personnel and actions beyond the Cemetery’s control to include, but are not limited to (collectively, a “Force Majeure Event” or as the “result of the elements of nature”):
a. Erosion of or shifts in the earth that comprises the lot.
b. Acts of violence, vandalism, or arson of the lot or the structures or items erected thereon.
c. Subterranean changes to the lot including, but not limited to, tree growth
d. Fires, floods, earthquakes, elements of nature or other acts of God.  
Purchaser(s) hereby acknowledges and agrees that any Force Majeure Event is not the fault of the Cemetery and shall not hold the Cemetery liable and shall hold the Cemetery harmless from and against any and all damages, losses, fines, fees, claims, causes of judgment, and liabilities related to a Force Majeure Event.

