


   Meeting of the Pastoral Council of St. Martin De Porres
March 3rd, 2026 at St. Mary’s, 6pm

Present:  Mary Dachille, Phil Daggar, Tom Magin, Colleen Mance, Steve Mance, Kathy McKenna Diana Mishler, Marietta Phillips, Sharon Scantlin, Colleen Trevisani, Fr. Carlos
Absent:   Joe Snyder
Visitors:  Michael Miller
Opening Prayer:  Fr. Carlos
 
Red box suggestions:  Comment made that the red box is difficult to find on the website; Concern with Christmas Giving Tree at St. Mary’s blocking entrance- may consider smaller tree (Sharon shared she has one they can use)- other suggestions of using a cardboard or plywood tree.  Tree was previously removed from altar due to its secular nature; Discussion regarding library at St. Mary’s- potential removal, or promotion of it as it’s not utilized often; Choir space at St. Mary’s too small- discussed suggestions- possibility of using the loft (concern with narrow stairs)- discussion of Fr. Carlos explaining changes already made- educating the liturgy committee; bulletin word font is too small.  
Review of minutes from 2/2/26 meeting:
· Motion to accept meeting minutes made by Marietta, seconded by Tom and passed. 
Committee Communications reports:
Faith Formation: Tom M 
· Discussion with Luke about Faith Formation collection- Luke cancelled the last collection.  
· Fr. Carlos to meet with him to discuss overall budget
· Discussion regarding how fees for faith formation ($50) are supposed to cover supplies
· Upcoming events:  1st reconciliation- 3-4 people participated.  March 27th- Stations of the Cross for kids; Confirmation being held April 29th, 7pm @ Sacred Heart Cathedral, 12 will be confirmed
· 5 members for OCIA, for Easter Vigil
Liturgy
· No meeting minutes taken at last meeting.  
· Next meeting is March 9th
· Teaching Mass will be held on March 10th
Building and Grounds:  Steve M
· No recent meetings. 
· Bulletin updates on improvements
Social Ministry: Kathy M
· Next meeting March 10th, will be looking and end of 2025 information 
Finance: Tom M 
· Current with obligations, currently debt free
· Savings down due to St. Vincent’s roof, St. Mary’s flood
· Collections down, attendance down
· Parish salaries decreased $19k
· Anticipated boiler cost- $4k, front porch of St. Vincent’s rectory will be fixed
· Next meeting May 18th
CMA report:  Fr. Carlos	
· $81,000 donated.  CMA concludes in May. 
Parish and Council Events:   
· Parish Retreat- Fr. Carlos 
· Good feedback regarding recent Parish retreat, good attendance, good food 
· Food and Fellowship- Marietta
· Michael hosted Superbowl F&F at St. Mary’s, $202 donated, 40 people attended. 
· March has host for St. Mary’s, St. Vincent’s
· April being discussed with garage sale volunteers hosting (11th at St. C, 12th at St. Mary’s and St. Vincent’s)
· Looking at refreshments for Town Hall on May 3rd at Hartmann Hall.  
· Potential host for St. Columba’s May 16th, May 17th at St. Vincent’s.  
· Town Hall-   Phil
· Sunday, May 3rd, 1pm, Hartmann Hall  
· Requesting committee reports
· Discussion regarding the need for reports for other ministries- prayer shawl, food & fellowship
· Questionnaires will be in pews March 30th- due date April 23rd.
· Will be announced in bulletin March 22 until Town Hall
· Other Parish information:  Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals, 1st Communions, Confirmations, general statistics such as # of households
· Family Gathering/picnic:
· Confirmed Aug 2nd at Scottsville Fire Hall.  
· Pastoral Council Retreat   
· Initially scheduled for May 30th @ Mercy Spirituality Center- update from Fr. Carlos noted date needs to be rescheduled due to conflict. 
· Pastoral Council membership committee- 
· Bulletin will continue this item to generate interest.
· 4 members needed, 1 from St. V, 1 from St. C, 2 from St. M (or “members at large”)  
· Burial of religious items
· Suggestion made to not solidify date until collections begin—to determine need/timing of the burial
· Collection of donations ahead of event to allow for parishioners to “swap” wanted items
· Update made after 3/3/26 council meeting:  items will now be collected March 30-April 19th, available for “swap,” and remainder of items will be collected by St. Mary Recycle Mission Group.  See bulletin for details. 
· Parish 10th Anniversary- 2027
· Feb 15th met to discuss, good turnout
· Colleen T. working on questionnaire/survey with possible items
· Continued discussion regarding Parish “yearbook,” event with Bishop, community activities
· Bulletin will promote parishioner engagement starting on Easter
· Parish history
Patrick Place Update/Events
· 3 patients since January
·  Unsure of outcome of Spaghetti dinner fundraiser at this time.  
Bulletin Announcements
· Pastoral council membership
· Mass for Peace
Fr. Carlos Update
· New DOR Bishop, Rev. John Bonnici- will be official on March 19th – offering attendance for 4 people at our Parish, would like Pastoral Council to be represented 
· Discussion regarding security protocol change- ushers will meet to discuss on March 16th, will work on emergency plan and will share to Parish
Agenda items for next meeting
· Town Hall reports
Closing Prayer: Fr. Carlos

Respectfully submitted:
Colleen Mance, Secretary

Next meeting:   Changed to Tuesday, April 21st, St. Vincent’s
Prayer Leader:   will need volunteer 
