


   Meeting of the Pastoral Council of St. Martin De Porres
November 18th, 2025 at St. Columba’s, 6pm

Present:  Mary Dachille , Phil Daggar, Tom Magin, Colleen Mance, Steve Mance, Kathy McKenna, Diana Mishler, Marietta Phillips, Sharon Scantlin, Fr. Carlos
Absent:  Joe Snyder, Colleen Trevisani 
Visitors:  Michael Miller
Opening Prayer: Steve M
Mail: None
 
Review of minutes from 10/7/25 meeting
· Requested mention of Dan Flaherty’s resignation from the council.  Diana M made the motion to accept this addition, Steve M seconded it, minutes passed.
Review of Pastoral Covenant
· Youth participation on the council needs to be removed, Kathy will request amendment to be made. 
· Executive committee will prepare agenda format twice a year per Fr. Carlos’ suggestion, proposing September and January.  
· First Executive committee will meet 11/25/25, 5:30 pm at St. Columba’s
Red box suggestions
· Question submitted about placement of the Giving Tree at St. Mary’s- will be in back of Church as it’s not a liturgical item, and Advent wreath will take focus
Committee Communications reports:
Faith Formation: Tom M
· 23 families have registered
· Luke Nolan started in position, discussed schedule: Sunday 10AM at St. Mary’s, 6pm Mondays at St. Columba’s, 9:15AM at St. Vincent’s (see Bulletin for specified dates each month) 
· Discussed planning of 1st Communion for 2026, May 2nd is an issue so it will most likely be scheduled for the Sunday after Mother’s Day. Not seen as an issue during discussion. 
Liturgy- 
· Provided minutes from last meeting
Building and Grounds:  Steve M
· No meetings announced at this time.
Social Ministry: Kathy
· Notes provided
· Winter wear drive started October 4, doing well. 
· Giving Christmas tree will be up by Nov 22, gives due to by Dec 14
Finance: Tom M
· Feb 22nd next meeting
· Donation information about Patrick Place will be put in the bulletin, Spaghetti Dinner fundraiser will be done in February, using Hartman Hall
Strategic Planning 
· meets 4th Wed of Each month
· Looking to change vision statement, thought current one was “too wordy.” Suggestions discussed at this meeting, feedback will be given to strategic planning. 
· Discussion about the importance of emphasizing the “welcoming” community and introducing new families
· Communications
· Meetings paused currently
Parish and Council Events:   
· Parish Retreat- Fr. Carlos would like to have 2 retreats per year, one during Advent, the other during Lent. Discussed dates for December 13, 14, 15, confirmed that December 13th would be established date. 
· Suggestion for registration to assist with how much food is needed, but won’t be mandatory, will accept walk-ins
· Food and Fellowship- Marietta
· Discussed recent attendance:  November saw 66 attendees at St. Mary’s and 16 at St. Vincent’s
· December F & F are pending at St. Vincent’s and St. Columba’s
· Pastoral Council Retreat- TBD, but looking to move this potentially to June, to involve both current and upcoming council members. 
· Town Hall- Tentative date May 3, worship site TBD.  Will need to confirm if Chris Frontale is available
· Need for a chairperson
·  Blood Drive –.  Dec. 29th is next scheduled blood drive. Need to confirm at least 40 donations to have event. October drive was not well attended.      
Patrick Place Update/Events
· Luminary December 20th, 4:30-7:30p, in remembrance of those lost or going through this stage of life.  
· Discussed need for volunteers- assisting with patients (medications, laundry, bedside care. Monthly trainings provided
Fr. Carlos update:  
· Received USA citizenship, Congratulations!
· Safety protocol during Mass- Fr. Carlos will turn off the lights in the Sanctuary, to notify parishioners to call 911.  This will be put into the Bulletin
Other items discussed/agenda items:
· Village of Scottsville notification of the need to remove St. Mary’s pedestrian caution signs. Will continue to use temporary method to alert traffic of this concern. 
· Need to continue discussion about burial of religious items on a yearly basis
· Need to continue discussion about Family Gathering, to secure committee/ chairperson and next steps. 
Closing Prayer:  Steve M

Respectfully submitted:
Colleen Mance, Secretary

Next meeting:    December 2nd, St. Mary’s,  6pm. 
Prayer Leader:   Colleen
