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Dear parishioners,
I would like to take this opportunity to give you an update on the projects that have been completed in the parish and the ones that still need attention. But, before that, I want to thank Steve Hull (St Mary’s & St Columba) and Jim Erhmentraut (St Vincent) for the dedicated and extraordinary job they are doing of taking care of the buildings. They are always attentive to issues that need to be addressed. 
Also, I want to thank the Building & Grounds Committee that advises me regarding projects and things that must be done for the proper functioning of the buildings. The members are very knowledgeable and humbly share their input and talents.
St Vincent de Paul: The roof at the office needed the shingles to be replaced. This was completed in September 2025. There are now 2 other major projects that need attention, the huge maple tree behind the rectory must be taken down. It represents a risk of damage for the rectory. Jim Erhmentraut is working on it. The Rectory front porch also requires some repairs; the wood posts appear to be rotting. Jim E. will start the work in the spring.
St Mary’s: Due to the heavy storms in July 2025, the basement at the office flooded and caused some significant damages. Recently all this was repaired and back to normal. The garage door was removed and replaced with a masonry wall. The garage will be used for storage only. Two rooms were remodeled, one (previous chapel) is now used as the music room, the other room is available, but we are still thinking about what to do with it. Both restrooms are now working and ready to be used. 
We are also planning on remodeling a room on the second floor of the office to make it available for the Youth Group.
St Columba: The most important project we are working on it is the church boilers replacement. Hopefully this will be done in the spring. We expect that the new boilers will be more efficient than the old ones and that we can reduce the amount of fuel required to operate them. So far, the current boilers are working properly and keeping our church warm.
Other projects we are looking at: Water damage is being caused by the drains in the flat roof sections at the front entrance of the church. Additional exploration is needed to assess the issue, including the nature of damage related to problems with roof drains. This may also involve material containing asbestos and lead.
The ramp that is used for handicapped access to Church has open cracks on its top surface and the masonry on the side of the ramp is deteriorating. It needs evaluation and repair.
I want to conclude this report by expressing my gratitude to all of you, beloved parishioners, who, through your generous contributions, help us cover most of the expenses and repairs that keep our buildings working properly. I also would like to take this opportunity to invite those of you who have expertise in different fields (carpentry, masonry, engineering, etc) to share with us your input, suggestions, and why not? your time and skills.

Thank you for your kind attention

May the Lord continue to bless our parish

Fr. Carlos
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