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Minutes of the Blackwell Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 7th September 2026 at Blackwell Community 
Centre 
 
PRESENT 
Cllrs: Gascoyne (Chair), Newham (Vice Chair), Stocks, Hart, Reynolds, Renshaw, Lee and Poulter 
 
ALSO PRESENT 
K Poynter (Clerk) 
District Cllr Moesby 
County Cllr Harvey 
PCSO Ashton  
Members of Public: 3 
 
1760/2026 To Receive Apologies for Absence  

RESOLVED: to accept apologies received from: Cllrs Hough (prior family commitment) and Peters 
(prior family commitment)  

  Mover: Cllr Hart   Seconder: Cllr Gascoyne   Agreed  
 
1761/2026 Declaration of Members Interests  

Interests to be declared as appropriate during the meeting.  
 
1762/2026 Public Speaking 

a. A member of public raised concern about new residents on Woburn Close causing issues in the 
area. There were incidents on both Friday and Sunday where the police were called. There are 
fears that this behaviour will continue and escalate and the effects it will have on the community. 
The District Councillors confirmed that they were following complaints up, that Housing had been 
informed and that the CAN Rangers had been to the estate to talk to people. There is a policy for 
letting out houses that the district council needs to adhere to. It was agreed that the Parish 
Council could draft a letter to send to the housing department.  

 
At this point the members of the public left the meeting.  
 

b. Police Liaison Officer – PCSO Ashton gave his apologies for not being able to attend council 
meetings as often as he would like. He attends regular community engagements to get 
community feedback and was disappointed to hear what had happened on Woburn Close at the 
weekend and will look at the reports when he is back in the office. He reported that the motorbike 
issues that have been happening recently have died down. He stressed the importance of people 
ringing in or talking to him when he is on patrol with information on what is happening in the 
parish. The current priorities for the area are parking and anti-social behaviour.  
County Council – Cllr Harvey reported that the Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) has been 
paused to go to judicial review and is causing chaos.  
District Council – Cllr Moesby also spoke about LGR and said that at the moment, the pause 
means that the May elections will be for a four-year term and not five (as it was suggested if the 
LGR went ahead). He also spoke about legacy funding for projects in the district – this may be 
affected by the recent LGR news, though. If it does go ahead, it was agreed that there were 
projects in the parish that would suit the funding. There was a question about foot waste collection 
and when the new bins have been emptied, asking if the collectors could close the bins properly 
to return them to the houses, as not everyone uses bags and waste remains in the bins that 
vermin would then have access to. Cllr Renshaw said that they would e-mail the right people 
about this issue.  

 
At this point Cllrs Moesby and Harvey left the meeting.  
 

c. Crime figures – it was noted that with current events, the figures in Blackwell and Newton will 
show an upturn in incidents in for August and September.  

 
1763/2026 To confirm the minutes of the meetings held on Monday 6th July and Thursday 23rd July 2026 
  RESOLVED: to approve the above minutes.  
  Mover: Cllr Gascoyne  Seconder: Cllr Newham   Agreed 
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1764/2026 Chairman’s Announcements 
  The Chair spoke again about the anti-social behaviour issues that are happening in Blackwell.  
 
1765/2026 Report from the Clerk 

It was noted that the replacement fridges for Newton and Hilcote Community Centres had been 
purchased and installed.  

 
1766/2026 Updates on Local Government Reorganisation 
  It was noted that this has paused – as mentioned by the County and District Councillors above 
 
1767/2026 Finance & Governance Matters and Reports  

a. Recommendations from the Finance & HR Committee 
RESOLVED to accept the following recommendations  
i. Approve the charity football match on Charnwood as all the relevant paperwork has been 

submitted 
ii. That as Chair, Cllr Gascoyne should be the senior contact for the Lottery bid 
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne  Seconder: Cllr Hart  Agreed 

b. Accounts for Payment 
RESOLVED: to approve the accounts for payment 
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne  Seconder: Cllr Reynolds  Agreed 
RESOLVED: to approve reimbursement to the Cricket Club of the rates for the cricket pavilion 
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne  Seconder: Cllr Newham  Agreed 

c. Bank Balances 
It was noted that the Co-op bank balance is currently £202,072.87 and the CCLA account balance 
is £32,945.10. The clerk acknowledged that more money needs to be moved into the CCLA 
account.  

d. External Audit updates 
It was noted that two additional questions had been asked and that the Clerk was sending the 
information over.  

e. Insurance renewal 
It was noted that the council is about to enter the second year of the three year agreement with 
James Hallam and they are currently calculating the price for the year due to the claim on 
Blackwell Community Centre.  
RESOLVED: to go ahead with the building valuations at the cheaper price through the insurer and 
if there are any issues with the insurance for this year, to delegate decisions to the Finance and 
HR Committee members.  
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne  Seconder: Cllr Hart  Agreed 

f. Funding Updates 
i. It was noted that staff are keeping an eye on the bids that have already been submitted 
ii. The council has been awarded £500 from Tesco for Activities for Children/Young People – 

Extreme Wheels was proposed.  
RESOLVED: to go with booking the Pleasley option for a session next year.  
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne  Seconder: Cllr Hart  Agreed 

 
1768/2026 Parish Buildings (LG(MP)A 1976 s19 / LGA1894 s8 (1)(i)) 

a. Updates on building maintenance and repairs 
RESOLVED:  
- to ask Shire Flooring how much they would charge for the latest repair needed at Newton 

Community Centre 
- to ask the usual plumber what he would charge for servicing the boiler at Blackwell 

Community Centre to see how it compares to the quote of £611 from Worcester and if there is 
only a slight difference, run it past the Finance and HR Committee members first.  

Mover: Cllr Gascoyne  Seconder: Cllr Poulter  Agreed 
b. Boilers at Newton Community Centre and Scanderlands Pavilion 

It was noted that Cllr Hough was monitoring the Scanderlands Pavilion boiler. 
RESOLVED: to get a quote to remove the Hive system that is currently attached to the pump at 
Newton Community Centre and get a controller unit that would be wired directly to the boiler as 
this would mean that the boiler is turned on when needed and not just the pump with the boiler 
continually running in the background.  
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne  Seconder: Cllr Hart  Agreed 
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c. Blackwell Community Centre lease 
RESOLVED: to ask Cllr Peters whether he would look at the information sent through from 
Bolsover District Council regarding the changes on the land maps and if the information is 
accurate, that Cllrs Gascoyne and Newham can sign it off.  
Mover: Cllr Hart  Seconder: Cllr Reynolds   Agreed 
RESOLVED: that once the above information is approved, to engage a solicitor to submit the 
lease to the Land Registry so that it can be sent off to the Lottery as supporting information for 
Round Two of the bid.  
Mover: Cllr Stocks  Seconder: Cllr Poulter   Agreed 

d. Round Two of the Lottery Bid 
RESOLVED: the following items in relation to the bid: 
i. If benches are still an option to be included, that there be a mix of benches and picnic 

benches and they are to go on the new fenced area at the front 
ii. That the specification for the flat roof ask for it to be reboarded and a Firestone rubber 

roof installed.  
iii. That the whole of the internal building be included in the decorating specification 
iv. That industrial carpet tiles in dark grey are sought for the floor to the lounge area 
v. That if there is an option to apply for a screen/projector and PA, that it is done as one 

lump item 
vi. That the Facilities Committee is postponed from 24th September to allow time for the 

quotes to come in.  
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne  Seconder: Cllr Newham  Agreed 

e. Newton Community Centre Football Commemoration Plaque 
RESOLVED: to approve the following wording suggested by Chesterfield Football Club Heritage 
Group for the blue plaque they would like to install on the Community Centre wall - the circular 
edge would read “Chesterfield Football Club Heritage Group”. The body of the plaque would read: 
“Willis Edwards 1903 – 1988 International footballer born in Newton, the only man to start his 
professional career at Chesterfield FC and go on to captain England. Willis played 16 times for 
England and was captain for 5 matches” 
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne  Seconder: Cllr Hart  Agreed 

f. Duck Day 
RESOLVED: to ask the group using Hilcote Community Centre on a Sunday morning to postpone 
starting for an hour so that the Duck Day organisers can go in on Sunday morning to tidy up. 
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne  Seconder: Cllr Stocks  Agreed 

g. Remembrance 2027 at Newton Community Centre 
RESOLVED: to approve the Carnival Team booking Newton Community Centre on Sunday 7th 
November 2027 for a Remembrance Service for free.  
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne  Seconder: Cllr Hart  Agreed 

h. Tea-time bar sessions 
RESOLVED: following two Councillors writing in to re-open the discussion on whether there 
needs to be a charge for the Designated Premises Supervisor to run the Friday evening bar 
sessions at Blackwell Community Centre, that the first six months (including time already used) 
would be for free, but after that, the community charge of £7 per hour would be applied.  
Mover: Cllr Reynolds  Seconder: Cllr Stocks  Agreed 
Abstained: Cllrs Gascoyne and Hart 

i. Request from the DPS to book a Halloween Party 
RESOLVED: to approve the DPS to book Blackwell Community Centre for a Halloween Party at a 
cost of £7 per hour as it will be a public event 
Mover: Cllr Reynolds  Seconder: Cllr Poulter  Agreed 

j. Updates to the Terms and Conditions of Hire 
It was noted that to Terms and Conditions of hire for regular users has been updated to include 
ensuring that the car park remains free from debris following issues with cigarette butts at Newton 
Community Centre. The cigarette bins have been replaced at Hilcote and Newton Community 
Centres.  

k. Woburn Close 
It had been proposed that there be an open day to celebrate the development of Woburn Close. It 
was agreed that as it was mainly a Bolsover District Council initiative, they would probably want to 
take the lead. The council were concerned about the impact of recent anti-social behaviour 
issues. The Clerk is to report back to council when any decisions about an event had been made.  

l. Corner Club in Westhouses 
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RESOLVED: to put an article in the newsletter with a date for a November meeting inviting the 
Social Club committee members to discuss what is being looked at. 
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne  Seconder: Cllr Hart   Agreed 

 
1769/2026 Parks, Floral, Events and Other Outdoor Areas (LG(MP)A1976 s19(3)) 

a. Membership of the Parks, Floral and Events Committee 
RESOLVED: to appoint Cllr Reynolds to the PFE Committee. 
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne  Seconder: Cllr Lee   Agreed 

b. Updates on playground works 
RESOLVED: to look at prices for options to replace the broken posts at Westhouses Recreation 
Grounds – including concrete posts – for a decision delegated to the PFE Committee meeting on 
Monday  
Mover: Cllr Reynolds  Seconder: Cllr Stocks   Agreed 
It was noted that staff were still waiting for revised repair and replacement quotes for various 
items of play equipment from Bolsover District Council 
It was noted that the seesaw on Charnwood Recreation Ground has been removed – the rubber 
that causes the bounce has fallen out and needs replacing. Due to the age of the item, finding 
replacements is proving difficult.  
The annual inspection report is due soon. Two items have been condemned – one that is 
awaiting a new quote on Scanderlands Recreation Ground and one on Charnwood, which the 
monthly inspector is looking into in more detail.   

 
RESOLVED: to suspend Standing Orders due to the meeting having run to two hours 
Mover: Cllr Stocks  Seconder: Cllr Lee   Agreed 
 
During the suspension of Standing Orders, the following items were discussed: 
The lease for Hilcote Recreation Ground; it was noted that an Object in the Highway application was needed for the 
Newton Christmas tree proposal and staff are going to submit one; the Annual Parish Meeting, the Carol Service, 
Active Communities Activities, Football Policy, charging for use of the recreation grounds, stress testing lamp posts for 
Christmas lights in Newton; hedges; it was noted that any e-mail updates received regarding he Pylon Project are sent 
directly to Councillors, Cllr Newham updated that Bolsover District Council had deemed the long grass on Doe Hill 
Park was a fire hazard, so they had to get it cut early; requested dates for use of Charnwood and Westhouses 
Recreation Grounds; it was noted that the Highways Team hadn’t responded to the request for putting a seat in the 
bus stop on Main Street in Newton; that there are still lots of pot holes and New Lane in Hilcote has surface issues; 
planning reports; the deadline for the newsletter is tomorrow; that Councillors need to sign into their new e-mail 
addresses and if they have any difficulties, they need to contact Cllr Reynolds; training; how the system works with 
absentee Councillors; and staffing developments. 
 
RESOLVED: to reinstate Standing Orders 
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne  Seconder: Cllr Poulter   Agreed 
 

c. Hilcote Recreation Ground Lease 
RESOLVED: to check with Derbyshire County Council whether the proposed increase to £135 
per year for the new proposed 15 year lease isn’t back dated 
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne  Seconder: Cllr Poulter   Agreed 

d. Annual Parish Meeting 
RESOLVED: to approve the inclusion of an activity at the Annual Parish Meeting to try and 
encourage more people in and to approach Greater Creative to ask if they would be interested in 
providing that activity.  
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne  Seconder: Cllr Poulter   Agreed 

e. Carol Service 
RESOLVED: to confirm that the Carol Service would take place in conjunction with St 
Werburgh’s Church on Sunday 13th December at 3pm and that Cllr Poulter would ask Kirkby 
Brass Band whether they would be able to provide some musicians for the event 
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne  Seconder: Cllr Poulter   Agreed 

f. Active Communities 
RESOLVED: due to low uptake of the activities booked by the council, to offer the remaining 
hours to local community groups 
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne  Seconder: Cllr Poulter   Agreed 

g. Other outdoor updates 
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RESOLVED: to draw up a football policy to be delegated to the PFE Committee to review, which 
includes that bookings in addition to the clubs/teams who operate within a lease would be take be 
decided on a case-by-case basis and that a Councillor or member of staff would inspect the group 
to ascertain whether it would still be playable if additional hirers used it.  
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne  Seconder: Cllr Poulter   Agreed 
RESOLVED: to charge £40 with a £50 bond for team that hire any of the pitches for one-off 
games 
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne  Seconder: Cllr Poulter   Agreed 
RESOLVED: following a request for someone to run one-to-one football training sessions on 
Westhouses Recreation Ground, to approve a £14 per hour charge and that they would have to 
provide all the relevant insurances, risk assessments and DBS checks.  
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne  Seconder: Cllr Poulter   Agreed 
RESOLVED: to approach the Carnival Team to ask if they would pay for the additional lamp post 
testing that is needed for the Christmas lights as Newton is the only village that is able to have 
lights on lamp posts.  
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne  Seconder: Cllr Poulter   Agreed 
RESOLVED: to approach other contractors for a price to cut the hedges on North/South Street 
following a quote from Bolsover District Council for over £1,200. 
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne  Seconder: Cllr Poulter   Agreed 
 

1770/2026 Charities 
a. Newton War Memorial Playing Fields (Charnwood Recreation Ground) 

RESOLVED: following receipt of the relevant paperwork, to approve the following dates for 
Newton Carnival Team to use Charnwood Recreation Ground: Friday 6th November 2026 
(Fireworks); Sunday 4th to Sunday 11th July 2027 (Carnival); and Friday 5th November 2027 
(Fireworks) 
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne  Seconder: Cllr Poulter   Agreed 

b. Westhouses Memorial Playing Field 
RESOLVED: following receipt of the relevant paperwork, to approve Westhouses Community 
Association using Westhouses Recreation Ground for a Halloween event on Wednesday 28th 
October 2026.  
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne  Seconder: Cllr Poulter   Agreed 
 

1771/2026 Planning  
Cllr Renshaw declared an interest in the following two resolutions as they are on the Planning 
Committee at Bolsover District Council 

  RESOLVED: to ratify the decision of ‘no objections’ to applications 26/00258/FUL and 26/00050/FUL 
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne  Seconder: Cllr Poulter   Agreed 
Cllr Gascoyne declared an interest in the following resolution as they know one of the applicants 
personally 
RESOLVED: there are ‘no objections’ to applications 26/00324/TPO, 26/00219/FUL or 26/00169/FUL 
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne  Seconder: Cllr Poulter   Agreed 
 

1772/2026 Training 
a. RESOLVED: to accept training offered by Bolsover District Council for councils, including training 

on Declaration of Interests.  
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne  Seconder: Cllr Poulter   Agreed 

b. RESOLVED: to apply to DALC for Civility and Respect Training (there will be a cost to this) 
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne  Seconder: Cllr Poulter   Agreed 

 
1773/2026 Staffing 

a. Finance & HR Committee Recommendations 
RESOLVED: to approve the following recommendations from the Finance & HR Committee  

i. Confirmation that the Admin Assistant has handed their resignation in 
ii. That the FHRC has been through the task list and assigned role changes for office staff 
iii. That, inline with the staff resilience plan, it was important that the Assistant to the Clerk 

role was advertised as soon as possible 
iv. That the FHRC members undertake the recruitment process with dates scheduled in for 

shortlisting and interviews 
v. To approve the Parish Ranger pay scale  
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Mover: Cllr Gascoyne  Seconder: Cllr Poulter   Agreed 
b. Lone Working Policy 

RESOLVED: to amend the Lone Working Policy as needed as long as safety is still paramount 
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne  Seconder: Cllr Poulter   Agreed 

c. National Pay Award 
It was noted that action had been taken in accordance with contracts 

d. Upcoming leave 
Upcoming staff leave was noted.  

 
1774/2026 Date and Time of Next Meeting 

Monday 5th October 2026 – 7pm, Westhouses Primary School 
 
 
 
The meeting closed at 9.48pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BLACKWELL PARISH COUNCIL – Minutes 
 

 
Chairman’s Signature: ________________________________     Date:______________________ 

 
259 

 

 
 



BLACKWELL PARISH COUNCIL – Minutes 
 

 
Chairman’s Signature: ________________________________     Date:______________________ 

 
260 

 

 


	Minutes of the Blackwell Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 7th September 2026 at Blackwell Community Centre
	PRESENT
	ALSO PRESENT
	1760/2026 To Receive Apologies for Absence
	1761/2026 Declaration of Members Interests
	1762/2026 Public Speaking
	1763/2026 To confirm the minutes of the meetings held on Monday 6th July and Thursday 23rd July 2026
	1764/2026 Chairman’s Announcements
	1765/2026 Report from the Clerk
	1766/2026 Updates on Local Government Reorganisation
	1767/2026 Finance & Governance Matters and Reports
	1768/2026 Parish Buildings (LG(MP)A 1976 s19 / LGA1894 s8 (1)(i))
	1769/2026 Parks, Floral, Events and Other Outdoor Areas (LG(MP)A1976 s19(3))
	1770/2026 Charities
	1771/2026 Planning
	1772/2026 Training
	1773/2026 Staffing
	1774/2026 Date and Time of Next Meeting


