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Minutes of the Blackwell Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 5th October 2026 at Westhouses Primary 
School 
 
PRESENT 
Cllrs: Gascoyne (Chair), Newham (Vice Chair), Stocks, Hart, Reynolds, Renshaw, Lee, Hough and Peters 
 
ALSO PRESENT 
K Poynter (Clerk) 
G Gardener (Headteacher Blackwell Primary School) 
 
1775/2026 To Receive Apologies for Absence  

RESOLVED: to accept apologies received from Cllr Poulter (prior band commitment)  
  Mover: Cllr Gascoyne  Seconder: Cllr Newham   Agreed  
 
1776/2026 Declaration of Members Interests  

Interests to be declared as appropriate during the meeting.  
Cllr Newham declared an Interest in Blackwell Primary School as he is a governor  

 
1777/2026 Public Speaking 
  No members of public were present. 

It was noted that District Councillor Moesby and County Councillor Harvey had sent their apologies.   
 
1778/2026 Blackwell Primary School 
 Head G Gardener updated the council om what the school has been up to and asked members 

whether anyone would be interested in becoming a governor. 
 
1779/2026 To confirm the minutes of the meetings held on Monday 7th September 2026 
  RESOLVED: to approve the above minutes.  
  Mover: Cllr Gascoyne  Seconder: Cllr Newham   Agreed 
 
1780/2026 Chairman’s Announcements 

The Chair spoke again about the anti-social behaviour issues that are happening on Woburn Close 
and there was a conversation about the steps that the district council have taken and might be able to 
take.    

 
1781/2026 Report from the Clerk 

The Clerk had nothing additional to report.  
 
1782/2026 Updates on Local Government Reorganisation 

It was agreed to remove this as a standing item on the agenda for now as the process has been 
paused.  

 
1783/2026 Finance & Governance Matters and Reports  

a. Accounts for Payment 
RESOLVED: to approve the accounts for payment 
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne  Seconder: Cllr Newham  Agreed 

b. Bank Balances 
It was noted that the Co-op bank balance is currently £324,643.06 and the CCLA account balance 
is £32,945.10. .  

c. External Audit updates 
It was noted that the external audit had been passed and the reasoning for the item on charity 
accounting was accepted.  

d. Internal Audit 
RESOLVED: following a discussion about how the Derbyshire Association of Local Councils 
Internal Audit Service works in that it has a bank of auditors who are trained and assigned to 
councils upon the submission of an official application, to appoint DALC as the internal auditor for 
2026/27 as they provide a totally independent service. It was noted that they cover both 
governance and finance aspects of the council.  
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne  Seconder: Cllr Hart  Agreed 

e. Rialtas End of Year 
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RESOLVED: to delegate the decision about which end of year package to sign up to with Rialtas 
to the Finance and HR Committee.  
Mover: Cllr Stocks   Seconder: Cllr Reynolds  Agreed 

f. Budget Meeting(s) 
RESOLVED: to set the full council budget meeting for Monday 16th November at 6pm and a pre-
budget Finance and HR Committee Meeting for Monday 9th November at 5pm 
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne  Seconder: Cllr Lee  Agreed 

g. Insurance 
RESOLVED: to ratify the second year of a three years term with James Hallam/Aviva for the 
council general insurance. It was noted that the cost had risen this year due to the claim on the 
Blackwell Kitchen leak and the addition of the Cricket Club Pavilion. It was also noted that the 
reinstatement costs for the buildings had been renewed.  
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne  Seconder: Cllr Reynolds  Agreed 

h. Centre Hire Charges 
RESOLVED: to instate the following charges for room hire: 

• Parish Groups: £7 per hour 

• Parties and other regular users: £15 per hour 

• Commercial: £20 per hour 
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne  Seconder: Cllr Newham  Agreed 

i. Funding Updates 
It was noted that the £500 awarded from Tesco was being spent on a booking at Pleasley Vale in 
the summer.  
 

1784/2026 Parish Buildings (LG(MP)A 1976 s19 / LGA1894 s8 (1)(i)) 
a. Updates on building maintenance and repairs 

RESOLVED: that as staff were unable to obtain a further quote for servicing the boiler at 
Blackwell Community Centre, to accept the quote from Worcester for £611, and that as there had 
been difficulties obtaining quotes for the cladding of the walls in the gents at Blackwell Community 
Centre, to delegate the decision to the Facilities Committee Meeting.  
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne  Seconder: Cllr Newham  Agreed 
RESOLVED: to replace the fire alarm at Newton Community Centre 
Mover: Cllr Reynolds  Seconder: Cllr Newham  Agreed 
RESOLVED: that Cllr Hough, as a plumber, should take a look at the Hive wiring into the boiler 
pump at Newton Community Centre to inform the decision about accepting the quote to rewire a 
new thermostat in. 
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne  Seconder: Cllr Reynolds  Agreed 

b. Boiler at Scanderlands Pavilion 
There was a discussion about draining down the pavilions during winter to ensure that when they 
aren’t in use, the pipes can’t freeze over  
RESOLVED: Following Cllr Hough agreeing to monitor the boiler at Scanderlands, to delegate the 
decision as to the next thing to look at be delegated to the Facilities Committee. 
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne  Seconder: Cllr Hart  Agreed 

c. Round Two of the Lottery Bid 
RESOLVED: to arrange a Facilities Committee meeting for Monday 26th October and to delegate 
to that committee the ability to make decisions about options for round two of the lottery bid. 
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne  Seconder: Cllr Hough  Agreed 

d. Woburn Close Development and Blackwell Community Centre  
RESOLVED:  

i. to go back to the Bolsover District Council Solicitor and ask if the pink edge on the map 
produced by Cllr Peters be excluded from the surrender as it would mean if the council 
wanted to do anything on that area, they would have to seek planning permission.  

ii. To pave a path on the grass area that adjoins the community centre – two rows of 2x2 
slabs, in order to make a safe walking space so that people don’t have to walk on the 
road to get to the front door of the community centre, and that steps should be taken for 
doing some, if not all of the work in-house.  

Mover: Cllr Reynolds  Seconder: Cllr Hough  Agreed 
RESOLVED: in light of probably not being able to get funding for re-rendering Blackwell 
Community Centre in the immediate future, to investigate using Snowcem and just re-rendering 
the front area where the most damage is 
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne  Seconder: Cllr Stocks  Agreed 
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e. Overnight Stay Request 
RESOLVED: to refuse a request for a group to sleep overnight at Newton Community Centre due 
to the potential insurance implications, and that there would be alcohol involved.  
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne  Seconder: Cllr Stocks  Agreed 

f. Corner Club in Westhouses 
It was noted that a meeting has been arranged for 4th November at 6pm for anyone with an 
interest in the Corner Club.  

g. Other Building Updates: 
i. RESOLVED: that if Cllr Reynolds undertakes the Pat Testing Training, then he could 

borrow the pat testing machine He would be able to help the Parish Ranger pat test 
equipment for the parish community groups – including Wicked Westhouses.  
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne  Seconder: Cllr Hart  Agreed 

ii. RESOLVED: to look at getting a fridge freezer for the bar at Blackwell Community Centre 
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne  Seconder: Cllr Reynolds  Agreed 

iii. RESOLVED: to get prices for deep cleaning the kitchens and toilets at Newton and 
Hilcote Community Centres 
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne  Seconder: Cllr Reynolds  Agreed 

iv. RESOLVED: to add to centre hire documentation a reminder that in order to get your 
bond back, you need to leave it as you find it and that self-cleaning is a minimum 
requirement. No-one else can tidy a centre in order for someone to get their bond back. 
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne  Seconder: Cllr Hough  Agreed 

 
1785/2026 Parks, Floral, Events and Other Outdoor Areas (LG(MP)A1976 s19(3)) 

a. Parks, Floral and Events Committee 
RESOLVED: to approve the following recommendations from the PFE Committee: 

i. Annual Parish Meeting - to approach Greater Creative to ask if they would be interested 

in doing anything at the Annual Parish Meeting, and undertake more publicity 

ii. Remembrance - to order the wreaths (one for each village and Old Blackwell), and to look 

at additional display options for the church 

iii. Armistice Day – the following Councillors were volunteered to attend flag raising and 

make a speech: Cllr Hough (Blackwell), Cllr Newham (Newton), Cllr Hart (Hilcote) and 

Cllr Stocks (Westhouses). Schools and public to be invited 

iv. Centre Christmas Lights – to get the most suitable for each centre 

v. Carol Service – to chase Cllr Poulter for price from band, that council to fund 

refreshments, and that it takes place at St Werburghs.  

vi. Bamford Street Park Blue Man – to remove him 

vii. Football Policy – approve with a couple of amendments made by the PFE Committee 

viii. Westhouses posts – to use the wooden posts donated to replace the posts that have 

rotted on Westhouses Recreation Ground 

ix. Outflow near Scanderlands Recreation Ground – it has now been confirmed by everyone 

involved – including Severn Trent – that the outflow is not on the Recreation Ground, so 

the council does not have responsibility for it 

x. Winter Planting – just to put lights on the Christmas trees as flowers around the base of 

the tree would be lost now because of the size of the trees. Trailing plants should be used 

in summer 

xi. Phone Box at Old Blackwell – has been made watertight. Clerk is looking into who 

actually owns it.  

Mover: Cllr Newham  Seconder: Cllr Hart   Agreed 
RESOLVED: that Cllr Stocks would approach Kaydor for ideas for Remembrance displays and 
delegate approval to the Chair, Vice Chair and the Clerk. It was suggested that some of the 
community groups might be interested in helping to pay for the items.  
Mover: Cllr Hart   Seconder: Cllr Stocks   Agreed 
RESOLVED: to approach the Carnival Team and re-offer to put in an object in the highway 
application if they plan to put up their Tommies again 
Mover: Cllr Gascoye  Seconder: Cllr Reynolds   Agreed 

b. Hilcote Recreation Ground Lease 
RESOLVED: following Derbyshire County Council now wanting to charge £250 for a rolling 
agreement, as opposed to the original £135 per year, to go back to them, offer £100 per year, 
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suggest we can get someone to draw up the lease if needed and highlight the cost of 
maintenance 
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne  Seconder: Cllr Reynolds   Agreed 

f. Christmas Tree for Newton 
It was noted that the Object in the Highway Consultation is currently underway and that nothing 
can be undertaken until that had been approved. Cllr Gascoyne offered to source a telehandler 
for free. 
RESOLVED: that if all was approved, to use reserves to fund the project.  
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne  Seconder: Cllr Hough   Agreed 

g. Annual Parish Meeting 
It was agreed to postpone the date that the APM would be held on until it was known when the 
elections are due to take place.  

h. Hedges  
Roe Plant to be asked whether they would be interested in quoting to cut the hedges on 
North/South Street.  

i. Help on the Parks 
Cllrs Reynolds and Stocks offered to help with playground inspections and empty the park bins 
whilst the Parish Ranger is on leave.  

j. Pylon Project 
It was noted that there were no updates on the Pylon Project 

k. Doe Hill Park 
It was noted that there were no updates on Doe Hill Park 
 

1786/2026 Highways, Roads and Buses  
Cllr Hart spoke about looking into how to get bus companies and the county council to serve Old 
Blackwell and Tibshelf Road in Westhouses more and how the road surface of Hilcote Lane needs 
looking at.  
 

1787/2026 Communications 
It was noted that Cllr Reynolds was still offering to help the remaining Councillors sign into their new 
e-mail addresses and that staff were just waiting for the call for the Parish Ranger to pick the 
newsletters up from the printers.  

 
RESOLVED: to suspend Standing Orders because the two hours allotted for the meeting had been reached 
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne   Seconder: Cllr Stocks   Agreed 
 
During the period of suspended Standing Orders, there was a discussion about a date for the DALC Civility and 
Respect Training to take place on Wednesday 9th December 2026 and the next stage of recruitment.  
 
RESOLVED: To reinstate Standing Orders 
Mover: Cllr Gascoyne   Seconder: Cllr Stocks   Agreed 
 
1788/2026 Staffing 

RESOLVED: that the Finance & HR Committee be delegated to handle the next set of recruitment for 
an Admin Assistant 
Mover: Cllr Reynolds  Seconder: Cllr Lee  Agreed 

 
1789/2026 Date and Time of Next Meeting 

Monday 2nd November 2026, 7pm at Hilcote Community Centre 
 
 
 
The meeting closed at 9.09pm 
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