MINUTES MPDBA BOARD MEETING – Aug 20, 2026

Called to Order	by   Rose Hallman   at 7:03 pm  after our 6pm Pot Luck Picnic
Annual Picnic:  This is our annual pre-State Fair potluck for members to receive last minute instructions and pick up tickets and car passes. We had a great potluck meal with the Club purchasing Cane’s chicken.

Rose entertained the motion to dispense with normal business meeting and go to State Fair discussions. Peggy moved, Carol 2nd. Approved unanimously

Attendance:  Board present: Betty Brakefield, Chris Gabel, Joanna George, Rose Hallman, Sandy Mauck, Bobby Moore-Reibel, Carol Ouhl, Shawn Owen, Peggy Simerson, Lois Walton 
Board Absent: Karen Cameron-Hall, Janeen Knowles, Tim Peterson, 

Members Present: Wendy Olsen, Nikki Owen, Diane Prange, Sue Severson, Kate McKee, Karen Beskau, Kate Fellows, Sue Knoblauch, Cinda Waller, Cathy & Jim Bellmam, Dawn Droel, Doreen Dingle, Barb Felt, April McGuire-Twin City Shih-Tzu Club, Linda Lee, Mike Ekwall, Leona Hellesvig, Danielle Hanson,  Linda Ertsgaard-Twin Cities Golden Retriever Club

Guest: Audrey Kamphenkel (Boxers) New Applicant

President:  Rose asked for a motion to dispense with normal business meeting. Peggy Simerson moved, Carol Ouhl 2nd.  Unanimous.
State Fair Rose gave the following reminders:
Bench Rules
· No dogs in the vendor tent across the plaza from us
· If license plate # not on your car pass, security will not let you in. They will call Rose to verify
· Will be tighter security on the grounds and gates.
· Have your rabies certificate(s) with you for safety.
· Send list of all attendees with license plates and rabies, of tickets and passes, to Rose.
· Close curtain on your bench if you have to  leave your bench and dogs are still on bench.
· Don’t cut across the demo field to get to your bench. 
· If leaving the bench with a dog, you exit first to be sure there are no other dogs in the center aisle. 
· Have bench set up by 8:45a
· Decorations can only be on inside of bench, not on outside.
· Don’t use anything sticky, use S hooks, zip ties, etc.
· Can only give out business cards, not brochures or flyers per State Fair rules.
· Clean you bench before you leave- empty trash, vacuum .
· Notify desk people if you find something wrong in your bench.

Demo Groups
· Be set up by 8:30a
· Demo members should arrive by 8:30a
· Demo field cleared and group leaves by 6pm
· Demos must finish and turn off mic at 55 minutes; ok to stop at 45 min.
· No crates in the tent without a person to monitor.

General Info
· Pick up after your dogs.
· If you or a dog aren’t feeling well, don’t come; for the safety of others.
· Desk people will check with benches to see if help is needed for anything, or dogs appear to be stressed.
· Give your dog a break or remove it if it is stressed.
· If public wants to pet your dog in parking lot, potty area, etc. have them wait for you at your bench.
· Can give out business cards – personal or club or both   (No flyers, brochures, gift bags, etc).
· We’ll have new misters in our parking lot for us.
· Drive slowly up our dirt access road. It spreads a lot of dust around if you drive too fast.
· The Big Bucket will be back in the street next to us.
· A new exhibit will be an inflatable movie screen set up in our demo field the weekends of the Fair.  Set up will start around 8pm. Movies about MN will run from approx. 8:15-10:00p. You can stay and watch the movies but your dog needs to be in your car.

Questions:

A group benching the afternoon shift will have many people. Can they have more tickets and car passes?
	A: Every group benching is given 4 tickets and 2 car passes.  We’ve had abuses in the past. When we gave out more tickets they were being used by family and friends and not volunteering with MPDBA. 


.
