Email from Perter Van Brussel,
Monday, April 27,2026

The Coastal Regional Commission of Georgia has received the Development of Regional Impact (DRI) application from the City of Pooler for the proposed warehouse project. They have distributed it to agencies and stakeholders for public comment, and your voice can be part of that process. I’ve forwarded the official email in this thread so you can see the details and submit comments directly. Respond with any comments via e-mail to planning@crc.ga.gov. The comment period runs from April 21, 2026, through May 5, 2026. Click on hyperlinks in the forwarded email for various project plans. 

Major Issues: Missing critical studies
At this stage, key impact studies have NOT been released, making it impossible to fully evaluate the project. This alone is a strong basis for public comment and decision-makers should not move forward without complete environmental and infrastructure analysis. These include:
1. Wetland delineation and impact studies
1. Traffic and transportation analysis
1. Flooding, hydrology and watershed management
1. Air quality impacts
1. Tree canopy assessments
1. Drinking water impacts
1. Wildlife and habitat assessments
1. Historic and archaeological studies
1. Tom Triplett Park impact study
Key concerns from the DRI 
Here are the most important points you can reference in your comments:

1. Conflicts with Pooler’s Own Plan - The project directly contradicts the City’s 2046 Comprehensive Plan, which emphasizes environmental protection, ecotourism, and preservation of natural resources.
1. Direct Threat to Tom Triplett Park & Canal - The development borders Pooler’s most-used natural area and the historic Savannah Ogeechee Canal. Impacts include noise, pollution, visual disruption, and loss of recreational value.
1. Massive Industrial Scale in a Sensitive Area - 1.65 million sq ft of warehouses, ~3,140 vehicle trips per day (many semi-trucks), ~60% impervious surface in a flood-prone zone. This scale is not compatible with adjacent greenspace or nearby residential areas.
1. Trees! - 95 acres of trees will be cleared for this development that the city does not consider environmentally sensitive per the DRI submittal. 
1. Wetlands & Wildlife Impact - The site includes wetlands and ecological corridors that support wildlife and natural systems. Industrial development here risks permanent damage.
1. Road Through Historic Canal - A proposed truck route would cross the canal and cut through one of the longest undisturbed stretches of the trail, introducing heavy noise, pollution, and safety concerns.
1. Flooding & Stormwater Risk - Building on wetlands with large, paved surfaces increases flood risk to surrounding areas, including the adjacent neighborhood and all connected watersheds.
1. Traffic, Noise, and Safety - Thousands of daily truck trips will worsen congestion, increase noise pollution, and impact safety near a heavily used public park.
1. Inconsistencies in the Application - The DRI indicates no historic resources, despite the Savannah Ogeechee Canal being listed on the National Register of Historic Places. Indication for environmentally sensitive areas is under-represented and dismissed. 
How to Submit a Comment
Respond with your comments via e-mail to planning@crc.ga.gov. The comment period runs from April 21, 2026, thru May 5, 2026. Include "Public Comment - DRI #4697" in the subject header. Even a short, personal message makes a difference.
1. Ask for full release of all missing studies before any approvals.
1. Highlight conflicts with the Comprehensive Plan
1. Emphasize wetland, wildlife, and flood risks.
1. Oppose the road crossing the canal.
1. Raise concerns about traffic, safety, and quality of life for the surrounding area
Join the TTP organizing WhatsApp group
We’ve started a WhatsApp group to coordinate research, outreach, and upcoming actions. This is where we’ll share updates, organize attendance at meetings, and collaborate on next steps around the different avenues. Follow the link to join the community. 

Join the next group walk along the canal trail
Sunday May 3rd, 10am. Meet at Tom Triplett Park in the back by the canal trail entrance. Turn right when you can after you enter the park and follow the road as far as you can go. Reach out if you have any questions. Details will be posted on Friends of Urban Natures' Facebook and Instagram page. 

Final Thoughts
This is a critical moment. The decisions made here will shape the future of one of the last remaining natural spaces in Pooler. If you’ve been meaning to get involved, this is a meaningful and immediate way to do it. More updates soon, thank you for being part of this.

If you have expertise in environmental science, planning, law, or related fields and want to help review materials more deeply, please reach out or share in the WhatsApp community.

Perter Van Brussel
Friends of Urban Nature
