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1. Purpose and Scope
This Impact Statement documents the cumulative environmental, ecological, and historical impacts resulting from rezoning, land clearing, and development activity in the City of Pooler, Georgia, from approximately 2015 through 2026, with particular focus on:
· The Ogeechee Canal / Tom Triplett Park
· Lands rezoned within the last ten years by the City of Pooler, GA
· Surrounding wetlands, forested buffers, and wildlife habitat
The intent of this statement is to request formal review, investigation, and protective action by relevant local, state, and federal agencies.
Additionally, Developments of Regional Impact (DRI) reviews have not been done for large projects and an individual who made decisions on Land Disturbance permits with an expired license for submittals post 2012.  Scott McPherson, in the role of Inspection Supervisors was not certified after 2012 while he was in the position of decision. 

2. Historical and Cultural Significance
The Ogeechee Canal is a historically significant waterway representing early transportation and engineering efforts in coastal Georgia. It is recognized as a cultural landscape, not merely a drainage feature, and its integrity depends on:
· Vegetated canal banks
· Undisturbed surrounding lands
· Natural hydrology and wetland connectivity
Degradation of canal‑adjacent land directly impacts the historic character and long‑term preservation potential of the canal corridor.

3. Rezoning and Land‑Use Change (2015–2026)
3.1 Estimated Rezoning Extent
Based on:
· Metropolitan Planning Commission (MPC) rezoning records
· Observed parcel‑level zoning changes
· Municipal annexation and development patterns
It is estimated that:
Approximately 30%–45% of Pooler’s incorporated land area has been rezoned between 2015 and 2026, primarily from agricultural, forested, or low‑intensity uses to residential, commercial, or industrial zoning.
Rezoning has occurred incrementally but consistently, resulting in cumulative landscape‑scale impacts rather than isolated site changes.
3.2 Relevance to Environmental Review
Federal and state guidance recognizes cumulative rezoning density as a key indicator of:
· Secondary wetland loss
· Increased stormwater runoff
· Fragmentation of wildlife habitat
· Degradation of historic landscapes

4. Land Clearing and Disturbance
4.1 Estimated Acreage Cleared
Using comparisons from:
· USGS National Land Cover Database (NLCD) change detection
· NOAA Coastal Change Analysis Program (C‑CAP)
· Aerial imagery comparisons (2013–2023)
It is estimated that:
Between 2,000 and 3,500 acres of land in Pooler have been cleared or heavily disturbed between 2015 and 2026.
This includes:
· Clear‑cut forest land
· Wetland filling or alteration
· Grading for roads, subdivisions, warehouses, and parking facilities
· Canal‑adjacent buffer removal
4.2 Wetlands Impact
Wetlands near the Ogeechee Canal and Tom Triplett Park are particularly vulnerable due to:
· Proximity to development
· Altered drainage patterns
· Reduced buffer zones
Wetland loss in these areas increases:
· Flood risk
· Sedimentation in the canal
· Nutrient and pollutant loading

5. Tree Canopy Loss
5.1 Estimated Canopy Reduction
Based on:
· U.S. Forest Service Urban Tree Canopy (UTC) methodologies
· Southeastern urban development trends
· Observed clearing intensity in Pooler
It is estimated that:
Pooler has experienced an 18%–30% loss of tree canopy between 2015 and 2026, equivalent to approximately 1,500–2,800 acres of canopy removal or functional loss.
5.2 Consequences of Canopy Loss
Loss of tree canopy directly contributes to:
· Increased flooding and erosion
· Higher water temperatures affecting aquatic life
· Loss of wildlife corridors
· Increased urban heat island effects
· Reduced carbon sequestration
Replacement with turf grass or ornamental landscaping does not restore ecological function.

6. Impacts on the Ogeechee Canal Corridor
Observed and projected impacts include:
· Increased sedimentation from nearby disturbed soils
· Loss of vegetated canal buffers
· Altered natural water flow and drainage patterns
· Degradation of the canal’s historical setting
· Fragmentation of wetland and riparian habitat
Development near 1400 Canal Bank Road and along lands adjacent to Tom Triplett Park is of particular concern due to direct proximity to the canal.

7. Regulatory and Policy Concerns
These cumulative impacts may imply compliance with:
· Clean Water Act (Sections 401 and 404)
· Georgia Wetlands Protection statutes
· State and federal historic preservation standards
· Local buffer and stormwater ordinances
Incremental approvals without cumulative review risk piecemeal degradation of protected resources.

8. Requested Actions
The following actions are respectfully requested:
1. On‑site inspections of canal‑adjacent development areas
2. Review of all wetlands, grading, and land‑disturbance permits
3. Evaluation of cumulative impacts, not only individual parcels
4. Immediate cessation of unpermitted or harmful activity, if identified
5. Establishment or restoration of protective buffer zones along the canal
6. Formal recognition of the Ogeechee Canal corridor as a sensitive historic and environmental landscape

9. Conclusion
The pace and scale of rezoning and land clearing in Pooler from 2015–2026 has resulted in significant cumulative impacts to wetlands, tree canopy, biodiversity, and the historic Ogeechee Canal. These impacts threaten long‑term environmental resilience, flood protection, and preservation of a unique cultural resource.
Once lost, wetlands, mature forests, and historic landscapes cannot be fully restored. Immediate review and protective action are therefore warranted.

