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Dependent Verification Documents Guide 
Dependent Documentation Required 
Spouse ► Option 1—copy of your government issued marriage certificate and a copy of your Federal 

Tax Return within the past 2 tax years*  
► Option 2—copy of your government issued marriage certificate AND Proof of Joint Ownership 

issued within the past 6 months (i.e. Mortgage or Bank statement, Lease agreement, 
Homeowner’s/Renter’s insurance, Credit Card statement, Joint ownership of motor vehicle, 
Property Tax bill/payment, Current-year State tax return or Mortgage insurance) 

*   If married less than 1 year—copy of your government issued marriage certificate only 
** If providing your tax return, please redact all financial information and only send page 1 listing 
you and your spouse as your dependent. 

Domestic Partner Domestic Partner Affidavit plus supporting documentation (see affidavit for options) 

Child Biological Child—copy of government issued birth certificate OR Hospital Certificate. 
 
Adopted Child—copy of government issued birth certificate AND copy of the Court’s final adoption 
decree placing the child with you, or petition for adoption. (if Court’s documents include the child’s 
DOB, the birth certificate isn’t required)  
Step Child: 

► Option 1—copy of government issued birth certificate, copy of your government issued 
marriage certificate, and a copy of your Federal Tax Return within the past 2 tax years* 

► Option 2—copy of government issued birth certificate AND copy of your government 
issued marriage certificate (if married less than 1 year) 

► Option 3—copy of government issued birth certificate, copy of your government issued 
marriage certificate, and Proof of Joint Ownership issued within the past 6 months 

► Option 4—copy of government issued birth certificate, copy of your government issued 
marriage certificate, and Court Order/Decree 

► Option 5—copy of government issued birth certificate, affidavit of common law marriage, 
AND a copy of your Federal Tax Return within the past 2 tax years* 

► Option 6—copy of government issued birth certificate, affidavit of common law marriage, 
AND Proof of Joint Ownership issued within the past 6 months  

Foster Child—copy of government issued birth certificate and copy of Court’s decree (if Court’s 
decree includes the child’s DOB, the birth certificate isn’t needed)  
Child for whom you have legal guardianship—copy of government issued birth certificate AND 
copy of Court’s decree (if Court’s decree includes the child’s DOB, the birth certificate isn’t needed)  
Disabled Child—for children age 26 and older only: 

► Natural Child—copy of government issued birth certificate, copy of your government 
issued marriage certificate, AND a copy of your Federal Tax Return claiming child within 
the past 2 tax years* 

► Adopted Child—copy of the Court’s final adoption decree placing the child with you, or 
petition for adoption, AND a copy of your Federal Tax Return claiming child within the 
past 2 tax years* 

► Step Child 
o Option 1—copy of government issued birth certificate, copy of your government 

issued marriage certificate, AND a copy of your Federal Tax Return listing 
spouse and claiming child within the past 2 tax years* 

o Option 2—copy of government issued birth certificate, affidavit of your common 
law marriage, AND a copy of your Federal Tax Return listing spouse and 
claiming child within the past 2 tax years* (if spouse is not listed on tax return, 
please provide Proof of Joint Ownership issued within the past 6 months) 

► Child for whom you have legal guardianship—court decree of legal custody and a copy of 
your Federal Tax Return claiming child within the past 2 tax years* 

 


