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A DARK CLOUD OVER CHINA e truy teet

D {I ANY PEOPLE HAVE WRITTEN
to us asking for an update on what is
happening in China.

If you are familiar with Asia Harvest, you know
that for almost 40 years we have not only served
the Church in China, but have written countless
books and newsletters about how the kingdom
of God has advanced there.

From the 1980s to now, we have been privileged
to see and hear about how tens of millions of
people have been saved by the Blood of Jesus
throughout this great land. For most of that
time, waves of persecution were common.

A season of intense crackdowns would come
upon God’s people, and for a while Christian
activity would slow until the government
changed its focus to something else. This ebb
and flow was regular, and the Church continued
to strengthen and grow.

Something fundamentally different appeared
in 2016 as President Xi removed his mask and
began to show his true intentions and anti-
Christian passion. We wrote that it seemed
like Xi was determined to complete what Mao

you, unless a
kernel of wheat
falls to the ground
and dies, it
remains only a
single seed. But if
it dies, it produces
many seeds.
Anyone who
loves their life
will lose it, while
anyone who hates
their life in this
world will keep
it for eternal life.
Whoever serves
me must follow
me; and where I
am, my servant
also will be. My
Father will honor
the one who
serves me.”

—John 12:24-26



had failed to do in the 1950s and ‘60s, by trying to completely obliterate
Christianity from China once and for all. In our April 2017 newsletter

we reported:

“In China, 2016 saw the government launch a massive crackdown
against the house churches. Many pastors throughout the country
were bundled into vans and not seen again after being taken to
dreaded ‘black jails’ (secret facilities where they are mercilessly
tortured). Reports have reached us of some church leaders who were
arrested and injected with an unknown substance. They returned

to their families in a vegetative state and are now permanently
mentally incapacitated.”

We were the first ministry to report such things and were ridiculed by
some missionaries and organizations for doing so. One foreign believer
arrogantly wrote, “You need to stop writing such nonsense. I am looking
out the window of my 28th floor apartment overlooking the city, and I can
assure you all is well. I don’t see any persecution at alll”

Ironically, this man was granted a closeup view of persecution, as

within six months he was one of tens of thousands of covert foreign
missionaries to be systematically expelled from China, which we
reported in our September 2017 newsletter. Many were serving as
teachers, students, businessmen, etc. Despite their official visas, few were
allowed to remain.

Desperate scenes were witnessed in airports across Asia as bewildered
missionary families sat in disbelief, wondering where they should go
after their missionary careers in China were unceremoniously ended,
bank accounts seized, children yanked out of school, and their homes
and lives turned upside down.
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RHYMING HISTORY

There is famous saying that “history doesn’t repeat itself, but it rhymes.”

In China this is certainly true. In the past, whenever the government
wanted to severely persecute believers, they started by removing all
foreign Christians to cut off their influence and to prevent news of what
was to follow from reaching the outside world. In March 2018 we wrote,

“You are unlikely to hear much fresh information about the Church
in China. Thousands of Western Christians have been expelled from
the country, and news about the Church is becoming difficult to
access. The government is trying to throw a blanket over the Church
so that the rest of the world can’t see or hear what's going on inside
the country.”

The same dark things that occurred in China in the early 1950s were
now happening again.

For decades there had been a big difference between the illegal house
churches, which Asia Harvest serves and works closely with, and the
registered, government-approved Three-Self Church, whose members
often felt safe. This all quickly changed as Xi Jinping also began to
persecute Three-Self churches, throwing hundreds of registered pastors
into prison and demanding that all Christians put the Communist Party
above their allegiance to Christ.

The next way history in China rhymed was that the Chinese Church
showed its flexibility by quickly reversing a trend toward bigger and
more open meetings and, instead, breaking into small groups of several
or more believers, who gathered for prayer and fellowship in homes
across the country.

This again rhymed with what happened from the 1950s to 1970s, when



the government pulled a bamboo curtain over the country and severely
persecuted God’s people.

In 2018, Xi Jinping had the constitution amended to make himself
“President for life,” and he began to change laws to facilitate his
crackdown on religion. Around this time, many church leaders we know
decided it was prudent to cut all communication with believers outside
China, as the state was collecting information using unparalleled
levels of surveillance, including through 400 million facial-
recognition cameras that were installed in every part of China.

Sadly, since that time, everything we predicted has happened.

News from China has dried up, not only to us but to every Christian
ministry. The news that does occasionally leak out usually tells of mass
arrests and persecutions.

The truth is that the Church in China has now gone underground
again. It is the sixth or seventh time in history when almost all foreign
Christian influence and activity has been shut off from China.

GOD’S KINGDOM CONTINUES TO GROW!

Dear friends, please don’t be dismayed or discouraged by the
developments in China!

After Mao tried to obliterate the children of God during a quarter
century of brutal persecution, the Living God declared, “Enough!” and
the Bride of Christ rose from the ashes. Not only had God protected
His children during those long, dark years, the Lord Jesus had caused
them to flourish. God had once again mocked the plans of evil men and
laughed at them:

“Why do the nations conspire and the peoples plot in vain? The kings
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of the earth rise up and the rulers band together against the Lord
and against His anointed, saying, ‘Let us break their chains and
throw off their shackles.’ The One enthroned in heaven laughs; the
Lord scoffs at them. He rebukes them in His anger and terrifies them
in His wrath, saying, 1 have installed my king on Zion, my holy

2

mountain.” (Psalm 2:1-6)

When the Almighty God allowed His bride in China to undergo severe,
prolonged persecution a few generations ago, a purified remnant
emerged of suffering saints who had discovered a richness in Christ that
they would never have otherwise experienced.

From the ashes came one of the greatest revivals in Christian history;,
with at least 100 million people coming to faith in Christ.

Yes, there are dark times in China again, and reports of revival and
miracles may have dried up for now, but rest assured that God still

has tens of millions of wholehearted believers across China who are
continuing to follow Him faithfully. Their circumstances may be difficult,
but the seed of God’s kingdom has already been planted deep and has
transformed multitudes of people.

Over centuries, the Church in China has proved remarkably resilient,
creative and flexible. By God’s power they will not only survive, but
will continue to flourish until the purposes of the Lord Jesus in China
have been fulfilled.

Some of the more encouraging reports we receive say that people in
Chinass cities are especially open to the Gospel right now. Their souls
remain empty from generations of Communism and materialism, and
the void is being filled by the Lord Jesus. Despite all the challenges of life
today, the kingdom of God continues to advance in China, with many
people continuing to come to faith and being discipled.
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When conditions change in the future, expect to see a purified bride
emerge from underground once again, “producing many seeds” as the
words of Jesus at the top of this newsletter declare.

Never forget that the kind of battle going on now in China is no
less than a spiritual battle for the soul of the country. Satan hates the
wonderful move of God that has swept China for the past half century,
and he desires to spoil the harvest.

These words of a missionary in China reflecting on the time when all
missionaries had been expelled from the country in the 1950s is apt for
us to ponder today:

“Among those behind the curtain and under the iron heel of
Communism is a pulsating, living Church. The cry of anguish of that
Church has been muffled. A cruel and heartless system has done
everything possible to alienate that church from us in the West. It is
the avowed purpose of the powers of hell to destroy the mystic body
of Christ by ruthlessly cutting off those members which are in China.

The prince of this

world has sought

to destroy the life DEAR PRAYING FRIENDS, YES, MINISTRY

of that body by CONTINUES THROUGHOUT CHINA, AND MANY

i b ¢ PEOPLE CONTINUE TO FIND DELIVERANCE IN
ismemberment,

but the ransomed CHRIST JESUS EACH DAY.

throng in that ALTHOUGH WE WOULD BE UNWISE TO SHARE
ANY DETAILS HERE, WE CAN TELL YOU THAT WE
CONTINUE TO SERVE THE CHURCH IN CHINA

land are one with
us in life. The life

IN'EVERY WAY WE CAN, AND RECENTLY WE

of Christ in His PROVIDED 50,000 BIBLES TO THE DESPERATELY
body cannot he THIRSTY BODY OF CHRIST THERE THROUGH OUR
broken by any ASIA BIBLE FUND.

human or hellish THANK YOU FOR YOUR PRAYER SUPPORT AND

power” (& ENCOURAGEMENT, AND PLEASE CONTINUE TO
PRAY FOR THE CHURCH IN CHINA.




CURRENT TOTAL: 21,215,791 BIBLES PRINTED IN 193 LANGUAGES

The Asia Bible Fund provides the Scriptures in numerous languages in
China, Southeast Asia, the Indian subcontinent, and anywhere
in Asia that God’s people need His Word..

Each Bible costs just $3 to print and deliver. We also print
millions of Gospel booklets for evangelism through this project.

ASIAN WORKERS' FUND

WE CURRENTLY SUPPORT 1,738 ASIAN EVANGELISTS
AMONG 1,321 UNREACHED PEOPLE GROUPS

The Asian Workers’ Fund supports indigenous church-planting

evangelists among unreached Asian tribes and ethnic groups.

These disciples have committed their whole lives to the Gospel but are hindered
by lack of finances. To date, the evangelists we help have reportedly led 2,087,955
people to faith in Jesus Christ. You can help support these dedicated workers for $25 per month

each. A prayer card and occasional updates are sent to all regular supporters of this project.

MINISTRY TRAINING FUND @

THANKS TO YOUR SUPPORT WE HAVE HELPED TRAIN AND
EQUIP 111,215 ASIAN BELIEVERS FOR MINISTRY

The Ministry Training Fund helps the Asian Church disciple and train

believers to be effective ministers of the Gospel among the unreached.

Often workers live in remote places and coming together once or twice a year
is the only outside fellowship and teaching they receive. We cover travel, food and

other costs associated with the meetings. To train each worker costs an average of $50.
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LIVING MARTYRS’ FUND

BECAUSE OF YOUR PARTNERSHIP WE ARE
CURRENTLY SUPPORTING 1,150 LIVING MARTYRS

The Living Martyrs’ Fund supports Christian widows and church
leaders and their families throughout Asia who are unable to work

because of injuries or illness caused by persecution.

They and their families face extreme poverty and hardship. Through
a gift of $25 per month you can help support one of these living martyrs.

THE CHILDREN'S FUND

YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT HAS REACHED 262,054 CHILDREN
THROUGHOUT ASIA SO FAR

The Children’s Fund introduces children to Jesus in India, China,

Vietnam, Indonesia, and a host of other Asian countries.

Activities include printing and distributing Gospel literature designed for

children, funding Sunday school training classes, providing free surgeries for those
with special needs, and generally lifting children out of spiritual and physical poverty.
It costs an average of just $10 to help reach a child for Christ.

PERSECUTION & RELIEF FUND

TRANSFORMING LIVES FROM ASHES TO BEAUTY WITH GOD’S LOVE

Over the years Asia Harvest has provided assistance to the victims of
natural disasters that have struck Asia. In addition to providing aid
through medicine, tents, blankets, food and water, rebuilding homes etc.,
the Christians we partner with take every opportunity to share the Gospel,

and many people have come to know Jesus Christ.

This project also provides physical and spiritual relief to Christian lepers,

communities and families throughout Asia who are in desperate need.
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