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THE CHURCH

310I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord

One of the oldest American hymn texts in continuous use, this paraphrase of Psalm 137 was created by a
president of Yale University while compiling a popular revision of Watts’s Psalms of David. The arranger of
the tune was the clerk of a Presbyterian church in London.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Timothy Dwight, 1800
MUSIC: The Universal Psalmodist, 1763; adapt. Aaron Williams, 1770
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Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine!
TRUSTING IN THE PROMISES OF GOD

839

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Fanny Jane Crosby, 1873; Korean trans. The United Methodist Korean Hymnal Committee, 2001
MUSIC: Phoebe Palmer Knapp, 1873
Korean Trans. © 2001 The United Methodist Publishing House (admin. The Copyright Company)

ASSURANCE
9.10.9.9 with refrain

Sometimes this prolific 19th-century hymnwriter wrote texts for others to set, and sometimes she created
words for tunes others had composed. This text was of the second kind, and the resulting close fit between
words and music has made them both popular and inseparable. 
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TRUSTING IN THE PROMISES OF GOD
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I Danced in the Morning
JESUS CHRIST: LIFE

157

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Sydney Carter, 1963
MUSIC: American Shaker melody; adapt. Sydney Carter, 1963
Text and Music © 1963 Stainer & Bell, Ltd. (admin. Hope Publishing Company)  

LORD OF THE DANCE
Irregular 

This 20th-century ballad-like retelling of the life of Christ, though written for this Shaker tune, has many
similarities with the pre-Reformation carol “Tomorrow shall be my dancing day.” Such narrative carols
were common both at Christmas and as part of medieval mystery plays.
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JESUS CHRIST: LIFE

Born in the Night, Mary’s Child

Guitar chords do not correspond with keyboard harmony.

Carried by a blues-like tune, this text of clustered phrases centers on the core words “Mary’s Child,”
initially linking images that suggest a Nativity hymn, but by the third stanza widening to the full arc
of the Incarnation: birth, life, death, resurrection, ascension, return.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Geoffrey Ainger, 1964, alt.
MUSIC: Geoffrey Ainger, 1964; harm. Richard D. Wetzel, 1972
Text and Music © 1964 Stainer & Bell, Ltd. (admin. Hope Publishing Company)  

MARY’S CHILD
7.6.7.6
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