Philippians 3:12-16 (NRSV updated edition)

Pressing toward the Goal

12 Not that | have already obtained this or have already reached the goal,= but | press on
to lay hold of that for which Christe has laid hold of me. 3 Brothers and sisters, | do not
consider that | have laid holdu of it, but one thing | have laid hold of: forgetting what lies
behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, #1 press on toward the goal, toward
the prize of the heavenly« call of God in Christ Jesus. 1> Let those of us, then, who are
maturew= think this way, and if you think differently about anything, this, too, God will

reveal to you. 1® Only let us hold fast to what we have attained.

Haggai 2:1-9 (NRSV updated edition)

2 'in the seventh month, on the twenty-first day of the month, the word of

the LORD came by the prophet Haggai, saying: 2 “"Speak now to Zerubbabel son of
Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and to the
remnant of the people, and say: 3 Who is left among you who saw this house in its
former glory? How does it look to you now? Is it not in your sight as nothing? 4Yet now
take courage, O Zerubbabel, says the LORD; take courage, O Joshua, son of Jehozadak,
the high priest; take courage, all you people of the land, says the LORD; work, for | am
with you, says the LORD of hosts, > according to the promise that | made you when you
came out of Egypt. My spirit abides among you; do not fear. é For thus says the LORD of
hosts: Once again, in a little while, | will shake the heavens and the earth and the sea
and the dry land, 7 and | will shake all the nations, so that the treasure of all nations will
come, and | will fill this house with splendor, says the LORD of hosts. 8 The silver is mine,
and the gold is mine, says the LORD of hosts. ° The latter splendor of this house shall be
greater than the former, says the LORD of hosts, and in this place | will give prosperity,

says the LORD of hosts.
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