LIVING AND DYING IN CHRIST

834 Precious Lord, Take My Hand
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1 Pre - cious Lord, take my hand; lead me on, help me

2 When my way grows drear, pre - cious Lord, lin - ger
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stand; I am tired, I am weak, I am worn.
near; when my life is al - most gone,
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Through the storm, through the night, lead me on to the

hear my cry, hear my «call, hold myhand lest I
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light; take my hand, pre-cious Lord, lead me home.
fall; take my hand, pre-cious Lord, lead me home.
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This black gospel song, like much hymnody, sprang out of the author’s deep personal loss (the death of his
wife and newborn son), yet it has brought solace to many. He thought his fingers were playing new music,
but they unlocked a deep memory of a tune almost a century old.

TEXT: Thomas A. Dorsey, 1938 PRECIOUS LORD
MUSIC: George N. Allen, 1844; arr. Thomas A. Dorsey, 1938 6.6.9.D
Text and Music Arr. © 1938, ren. Warner-Tamerlane Publishing Corp. (admin. Alfred Publishing Co., Inc.)



LIVING AND DYING IN CHRIST

Just a Closer Walk with Thee 835
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Refrain Just a clos - er walk with thee, grant it,
11 am weak, but thou art strong; Je - sus,
2 Through this world of toil and snares, if I
3 When my fee - ble life is o'er, time for
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Je - sus, is my plea, dai - 1ly walk-ing close to
keep me from all wrong; I'n be sat - is - fied as
fal - ter, Lord, who cares? Who with me my bur-den
me will be no more; guide me gent - ly, safe - ly
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thee: let it Dbe, dear Lord, let it be.
long as I walk, let me walk close to thee. Ref.
shares? None but thee, dear Lord, none but thee. Ref
o'er to thy shore, dear Lord, to thy shore. Ref.
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The chromatic musical style of this anonymous short hymn suggests that it probably dates from the early
20th century. It also seems to owe much of its popularity to radio broadcasts and recordings as well as to
evangelistic meetings and singing conventions of that era.
TEXT and MUSIC: Trad. North American hymn CLOSER WALK
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