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Joy to the World
JESUS CHRIST: ASCENSION AND REIGN

266

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Isaac Watts, 1719, alt.
MUSIC: Thomas Haweis, c. 1792; adapt. Samuel Webbe Jr., 1808

RICHMOND
CM

(alternate tune: ANTIOCH, 134)

While Isaac Watts did not write this text strictly for Christmas use, he did purposely cast his paraphrase of
Psalm 98:4–9 in Christian terms, titling it “The Messiah’s coming and kingdom.” So “the Lord” here is Jesus
Christ, rather than the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
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I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry
BAPTISM

488

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT and MUSIC: John C. Ylvisaker, 1985
Text and Music © 1985 John C. Ylvisaker

WATERLIFE
9.7.9.6.D

Originally created to accompany a video series on baptism, this hymn speaks in the imagined conversational
voice of God, assuring the person being baptized of God’s presence throughout the changing stages of life.
It offers a reminder that baptism is a once-in-a-lifetime event.
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