JESUS CHRIST: ASCENSION AND REIGN

Joy to the World
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1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let
2 Joy to the earth, the Sav. - ior reigns! Let
3 No more let sins and Sor - TOWS grow, nor
4 He rules the world with  truth and grace, and
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earth re - ceive her king; let ev - ery heart pre -
all their songs em - ploy, while fields and floods, rocks,
thorns in - fest the ground; he comes to make his
makes the na - tions prove the glo - ries of his
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pare him room, and heaven and na - ture sing.
hills, and plains re - peat the sound - ing  joy.
bless - ings flow far  as the curse is  found.
righ - teous-ness and won - ders  of his  love.
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While Isaac Watts did not write this text strictly for Christmas use, he did purposely cast his paraphrase of
Psalm 98:4-9 in Christian terms, titling it “The Messiah’s coming and kingdom.” So “the Lord” here is Jesus
Christ, rather than the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

TEXT: Isaac Watts, 1719, alt.

MUSIC: Thomas Haweis, c. 1792; adapt. Samuel Webbe Jr., 1808
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(alternate tune: ANTIOCH, 134)



BAPTISM

488 1 Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry
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1“1 was there to hear your born -ing cry; I'll be there when
2 “When you heard the won - der of the Word, I was there to
3 “In the mid - dle a - ges of your life, not too old, no
D G Em7 G
f & fr— ‘
b ] 1 !
y Jii— ‘ i ] ]  — ‘ ‘ I 'y
GEESSSE s S ft=—
& . o o © :
you are old. I re-joiced the day you were bap-tized to
cheer you on. You were raised to praise the liv - ing Lord to
lon - ger young, Ill be there to guide you through the night, com-
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see  your life un - fold. I was there when you were but a
whom you now be - long. If you find some-one to share your
plete what I've be - gun. When the eve - ning gent-ly clos - es
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child with a faith to suit you well; in a blaze of
time and you join your hearts as  one, I'll be there to
in and you shut your wea - ry eyes, I'll be there as
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light you wan-dered off to find where de - mons dwell”
make your vers - es rhyme from dusk till ris - ing sun.”
I have al - ways been with just one more sur - prise.”
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4 “I was there to hear your born-ing cry; I'll be there when you are old.
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I re-joiced the day you were bap-tized to see your life un - fold.”

Originally created to accompany a video series on baptism, this hymn speaks in the imagined conversational
voice of God, assuring the person being baptized of God’s presence throughout the changing stages of life.
It offers a reminder that baptism is a once-in-a-lifetime event.

TEXT and MUSIC: John C. Ylvisaker, 1985 WATERLIFE
Text and Music © 1985 John C. Ylvisaker 9.7.9.6.D



