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POCONO TOWNSHIP COMMISSIONERS  

AGENDA 

January 20, 2026 | 6:00 p.m. 

205 Old Mill Rd, Tannersville, PA 
Zoom Participation  

https://us06web.zoom.us/s/81292368453 

 

Meeting ID: 812 9236 8453 

Passcode: 866379 

 
Open Meeting  

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Roll Call 

 

Announcements – There was an executive session prior to this meeting regarding personnel and 

litigation.  

 

 

Statement from the President-Ellen Gnandt 

 

Public Comment- 
 
Limited to 3 minutes per person, please state your name and if you are a Pocono Township Resident. 
 
Presentations  
 
Zoning Hearing Board Alternates (2 Positions) (Possible Action Item)- Jim Pelegrini, Lew Ginsberg, 
Gina Loyek, Dan McCreary, Nick Wilson, Guy Doleiden  
 
Vacancy Chair Position-Interviews (Possible Action Item) Brandee Starner, Nick Wilson, Todd 
Sebring, Danny Brown, David Marra 
 
Hearings  
 
Resolutions  
 
▪ Motion to approve Resolution 2026-02 granting an extension to Brookstead Apartments 

Resolution Conditions. (Possible Action Item) 
▪ Motion to approve Resolution 2026-03 granting conditional approval of the amended Swiftwater 

Solar Preliminary/Final LDP Phase A. (Possible Action Item) 
▪ Motion to approve Resolution 2026-04 granting conditional approval of the amended Swiftwater 

Solar preliminary/Final LDP Phase B. (Possible Action Item) 

https://us06web.zoom.us/s/81292368453
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▪ Motion to approve Resolution 2026-05 granting conditional approval of the amended Swiftwater 
Solar preliminary/Final LDP Phase C. (Possible Action Item) 

▪ Motion to approve Resolution 2026-06 granting conditional approval of the amended Swiftwater 
Solar preliminary/final LDP Phase D. (Possible Action Item) 

▪ Motion to approve Resolution 2026-07 Approving the payment of certain township bills and 
expenses pending the amendment if any of the 2026 Pocono Township Budget. (Possible Action 
Item) 

▪ Motion to approve Resolution 2026-08 Approving the Pennvest Financial Assistance Application 
with regard to construction, rehabilitation and/or extension of the water/sewer system. (Possible 
Action Item) 

   
 Consent Agenda 
 
▪ Motion to approve a consent agenda of the following items: (Possible Action Item) 
▪ Motion for final 2025 appropriations prior to approving bills. (Possible Action Item) 

 
o Old business consisting of the minutes of the January 5, 2025 regular meeting and Re-

Organization meeting of the Board of Commissioners. 
o Financial transactions through January 20, 2026 as presented, including ratification of 

expenditures in the amount of $714,742.46 for the following accounts: General Fund, Sewer 
Operations, Gross Payroll, Capital Reserve, Construction Fund. Discussion: (Action Items) 

   
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Personnel  
 
Report of the President  
 
Ellen Gnandt  
 
▪ Motion to adopt Meeting Decorum Policy, Public Meeting Notice (Signage), Public Comment Rules, 

Meeting Conduct Policy (Possible Action Item) 

▪ Motion to advertise budget hearing date of Feb-05, 2026 at  5pm(Possible Action Item) 

▪ Motion to appoint Gina Treasurer for an additional stipend of $x /year or hourly rate. (Possible 

Action Item) 

▪ Solar Field update 

▪ Warehouse blasting update 

 
Matt Long – Vice-Chairman 
 
▪ Motion to authorize purchase of police vehicle in the amount of $108,000. (Possible Action Item) 
▪ Motion to authorize township solicitor to draft an ordinance creating an Environmental Advisory 

Council in Pocono Township. (Possible Action Item) 
▪ Amusement Tax Audits Discussion (Possible Action Item) 
▪ Update-Data Center Ordinance  
 
Commissioner Comments 

 
Natasha Leap – Commissioner 

 
▪ Motion to authorize township solicitor to advertise for hearing on the Chicken Ordinance 

recommendation from the Planning Commission. (Possible Action Item) 
▪ Motion to authorize Township Solicitor to advertise rezoning hearing for MCTI Parcels, from R1 to R2 

(Possible Action Item) 
▪ Motion to authorize Township Solicitor to work with PTVFC to draft a billing resolution to have Pocono 

Township Solicitor assist with Fire Department Billing (Possible Action Item) 
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▪ Motion to set 100% designation of funds raised from Township Events to PTVFC 34 (Possible 
Action Item) 

▪ Motion to approve the employment contract for Patrick Briegel (Possible Action Item) 
 
Mike Velardi – Commissioner  
 
▪ Motion to declare Pocono Township a 2nd amendment Sanctuary Township (Possible Action Item) 
▪ Statement regarding comments made by Commissioner Keppler during the January 5th BOC Meeting 
 
Charles Keppler – Commissioner 
 
▪ Motion to instruct the solicitor to draft a noise ordinance (Possible Action Item) 
▪ Motion to have the attached letter sent to the Eastern Monroe Public Library Board of Trustees 

proposing a joint venture to revive the Pocono Township Library. (Possible Action Item) 
 
Reports  
 
Zoning – SFM Consulting  
 
Police – Chief James Wagner (Second Meeting of Month) 
 
▪ Motion to approve the hire of Officers Dustin Rentschler and Dan Campagna (Possible Action Item) 
 
Township Manager’s Report – Jerrod Belvin 
 
▪ Police Wing Update 
▪ Grant Award  
▪ Historical Association Donation (Possible Action Item) 
▪ Traffic & Green-Light-Go Safety enhancements.  
▪ Core 5 Blasting Schedule for the week 
 
Public Works/Sewer Report – Patrick Briegel 
 
▪ Sewer Business Update 
▪ MCTI & Sullivan Trail Expansions 

▪ Current Public Works Projects 

Township Events Director– Jennifer Gambino (1st Meeting of the Month) 
 
Township Engineer Report – T&M Associates 
 
▪ Sewer Business Update 
▪ Learn Road Roundabout cost update 
▪ Motion to award the Roundabout Bid Winner through Penn Bid. (Possible Action Item) 

▪ TASA Project  

▪ TLC walking bridge. 

Township Solicitor Report – Broughal & DeVito, L.L.P. 
 
▪ Consideration of censure (Possible Action Item) 
▪ Sewer Business Update 
▪ General legal update 

▪ Learn Road Easement Process  

▪ Discussion: Potential consequences/issues of using township email for non-township business and/or 

personal disparagement 

Adjournment  
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