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Welcome Words  
Chair of Paddle Scotland – Alison Byers 
Paddle Scotland are proud to be chosen to host the 2026 Paddle Europe Junior and U23 
Wildwater Canoeing Championships, and we look forward to welcoming competitors and 
spectators to Scotland this summer. 

We are really grateful to our Organising Committee, who are working tirelessly to ensure that 
the Championships deliver an outstanding experience both on and oB the water. From 
competition logistics and athlete services to spectator opportunities and social activities, 
every eBort is being made to create a memorable and well-run event. 

We are delighted to host the event in Grandtully, one of Scotland’s most iconic paddlesport 
venues. Set on the River Tay, Grandtully oBers exciting, high-quality whitewater alongside a 
welcoming village atmosphere. The surrounding area of Highland Perthshire is renowned for its 
stunning scenery, outdoor activities, and rich cultural heritage, providing a fantastic backdrop 
for athletes, teams, and supporters alike. 

We are excited to showcase not only high-quality racing but also Scotland’s vibrant paddling 
community and warm hospitality. Further information on venues, schedules, accommodation, 
and event updates will be shared in the coming months. 

We look forward to welcoming you to Scotland for what promises to be a fantastic 
Championships. 
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Key Race Information  
OBicial Championships - 12-15 August 2026  

OBicial Training Dates  - 8-11 August 2026  

 

Schedule of Key Events 
Date  Paddling Ceremony 
Saturday 8 August Official Training   
Sunday 9 August  Official Training  
Monday 10 August  Official Training  
Tuesday 11 August Official Training Opening Ceremony 
Wednesday 12 August Individual Classic   
Thursday 13 August  Team Classic Classic Medal Ceremony 
Friday 14 August Individual Sprint – Heats  
Saturday 15 August  Individual Sprint – Final 

Team Sprints  
Sprint Medal Ceremony 
Closing Ceremony  

 
Full schedule can be seen in Appendix 1  
 

Entries  
Nominal entries deadline – 2 August 2026  

Entries are only possible online via the SDP (Sports Data Platform) – ICF entries system  

Entries must be submitted through the numerical and nominal online entries forms 

Athletes and team members must be registered  

 

ICF’s online entries system (SDP): https://icf.mev.atos.net/icf/main.jsp 

For detailed instructions on how to submit entries, please read the SDP user guide 

https://www.canoeicf.com/sites/default/files/nf_userguide_v4.0_final.pdf. 

Any questions or issues accessing the system or with the entries/accreditation  

should contact PEU Event Manager at jstanojevic@canoe-eca.eu prior to the 

respective deadline. 

 

https://icf.mev.atos.net/icf/main.jsp
https://www.canoeicf.com/sites/default/files/nf_userguide_v4.0_final.pdf
mailto:jstanojevic@canoe-eca.eu
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Participation Fee  
Athletes limited to registered athletes on ICF online entries - €100/person  

Team staB limited - €100/person  

ITO according to edited list by Paddle Europe – Free  

 

The payment of participation fees can be made by bank transfer before you reach Grandtully 
or on site upon your arrival in cash. 

Further information on bank details will be made available in the updated bulletin. 

 

Open Race 
To enhance this event we plan on running an open race alongside the championships. This 
will consist of individual classic and individual sprint. It is open to all ages. 

 

Entries for the open are via the GB Wild Water Racing Website:  

https://www.wildwater.org.uk/race/open-and-masters-races-grandtully-junior-and-u23-
european-championships/  

 

Insurance  
All participants of the event must have their own insurance according to their NF policy.  

Organising Committee, LOC/NF or ICF will not cover any expenses in connection with hospital 
or dental treatment.  

 

Visa  
All participants are kindly required to contact Paddle UK in time regarding visa requirements.  

 

https://www.wildwater.org.uk/race/open-and-masters-races-grandtully-junior-and-u23-european-championships/
https://www.wildwater.org.uk/race/open-and-masters-races-grandtully-junior-and-u23-european-championships/
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Course information  
Classic  
The Classic get in point will be at Beyond Adventure, Aberfeldy, with the start approximately 
2kms (15-minute gentle paddle) downstream at Edradynate. The Classic course is 4.3km and 
consists of 8 rapid sections (grade 2-3). It will finish just after racing over ‘Fourth Falls’, below 
the bridge at Grandtully. The River Tay flows out of Loch Tay and the level of the river depends 
entirely on rainfall. We expect it to be low in the summer during the race however all rapids 
can still be navigated even with very low conditions.  

 

Classic get in – Beyond Adventure - https://w3w.co/reject.rucksack.tearfully 

Classic Start – Edradynate - https://w3w.co/haystack.nest.backlog 

Classic Finish – Fourth Falls - https://w3w.co/unscathed.peanut.havens 

 

 

https://w3w.co/reject.rucksack.tearfully
https://w3w.co/haystack.nest.backlog
https://w3w.co/unscathed.peanut.havens
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Sprint  
The Sprint course will start at the top of Grandtully rapids, river left. You will be racing over the 
rapids, under the bridge and down to Fourth Falls. This is a 500m sprint with two rapids and a 
flat section in between.  

 

Sprint start – Top of Grandtully Rapids - 
https://what3words.com/deluded.backswing.campfires 

Sprint finish – Fourth Falls - https://w3w.co/unscathed.peanut.havens  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://what3words.com/deluded.backswing.campfires
https://w3w.co/unscathed.peanut.havens
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Paddle Scotland Paddler Code of Conduct 
Paddle Scotland have a Code of Conduct for all river users in place to ensure that everyone 
can share the river safety while respecting each other’s use of the river.  We would ask that all 
paddlers competing on the River Tay this August do so with respect to everyone else that is 
using the river, whether they be on the water or on the river bank, including fishermen. 

 

The organisers have committed to other river users that all competitors will respect others’ 
use of the river while training for the European Junior and U23 Wild Water Racing 
Championships.  In return other river users have committed to give athletes unimpeded use of 
the river while competing.  This includes people fishing who have agreed not to fish on the 
river between 12 – 15 August, local rafting companies who will only run rafting on agreed 
rafting slots during competition days, and training providers who will use other rivers while the 
competition is taking place. 
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Essential Information  
Transport  
Most teams will be coming over in minibuses with trailers, we expect many to travel by ferry on 
the Calais-Dover route. Once in the UK it will take 11-12 hour to reach Grandtully. The other 
ferry option is the overnight Rotterdam-Hull route which brings you into the UK further North 
meaning a 7-hour drive to Grandtully.  

 

When driving in the UK with a trailer, the speed limit is 60mph, and we drive on the Left-hand 
side! 

 

For family and friends coming over for the championships, there are two major airports in 
Scotland you can fly into – Glasgow and Edinburgh. There is good public transport at both 
airports which would get you easily to Perth however, the buses and trains north of Perth are 
not frequent so we would advise hiring cars.  

 

Car Parking  
There will be good parking areas at the event, enough for all minibuses, trailers and cars to 
park with plenty space round about them to allow for loading and unloading of boats. There 
are also areas that will have parking restrictions, as well as areas where we’ll ask you not to 
park. 

 

For the classic start, there is a large parking area at Beyond Adventure at Aberfeldy.  However, 
we would ask that parking is done with consideration as Beyond Adventure will still be 
operating their usual business. 

 

For the Sprint start, Classic and Sprint finish we have a very large carpark that everyone taking 
part in the event must use.  This parking field is located at the east end of Grandtully, with the 
entrance being a set of double gates just before the first house.  It is also located directly 
opposite the get out point, with pedestrian crossing lights being in place.  Grandtully is a small 
village, any parking through the village will cause significant traBic congestion.  Consequently, 
there will be a parking restriction in place all the way through Grandtully for the full week of 
the event. Sticking to this parking area and not parking in the village will ensure that we do not 
cause any upset in the village, and that we are welcome back for future events. 
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There will be toilets in the parking field, as well as a pedestrian route back to the Race OBice.  

 

There is a small car park at the Paddle Scotland Campsite and OBice however, this will be 
reserved for oBicials and campsite users. 

 

We would strongly request that everyone taking part in these Championships adhere to the 
parking arrangements that have been put in place.  Adhering to these parking arrangements 
will not just ensure the smooth running of the event but ensure that future WWR events are 
welcome back at Grandtully. 

 

The diagram below shows the location of the parking field. 
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Accommodation  
Early booking of accommodation is strongly recommended as these championships will be 
held during a busy tourist time in Scotland.  

 

There are multiple options for accommodation in the area around Grandtully and Aberfeldy, 
from hotels to apartments and campsites to community halls. With the numbers most teams 
need to cater for, you may be looking for places further afield, other ‘bigger’ villages and towns 
to consider include: Pitlochry, Logierait, Dunkeld and Birnam. Perth is the nearest city but 
would require a 40 minute drive to Grandtully. Some care should be taken with the location of 
the accommodation as the area has many narrow roads and steep hills that can be 
challenging for a mini bus and trailer. 

 

The GB Team have booked their accommodation via Sporthotel, the contact used to help with 
accommodation is Louise Green louise@sportshotels.com . Louise is happy for her contact 
details to be shared and is willing to assist Teams with their accommodation requirements.  

 

Catering and Food  
Aberfeldy and Grandtully are small villages with no major ‘supermarkets’, however there is a 
‘Spar’ in Grandtully and ‘Co-op’ in Aberfeldy that have all the essentials. The nearest major 
supermarket is in Perth, a 40 minute drive away.  

 

There are lots of local restaurants and cafes around the place which are excellent for a meal 
out, including:  

• The Inn on the Tay, Grandtully - https://theinnonthetay.co.uk 
• The Ballintaggart, Grandtully - https://ballintaggart.com/collections/the-grandtully-

hotel  
• The Three Lemons , Aberfeldy - https://www.threelemons.co.uk  
• Chillies Indian, Aberfeldy - https://chilliesaberfeldy.com  
• Iain Burnett Highland Chocolatier, Grandtully - https://highlandchocolatier.com  
• Booking in advance is required  

 

 

 

 

mailto:louise@sportshotels.com
https://theinnonthetay.co.uk/
https://ballintaggart.com/collections/the-grandtully-hotel
https://ballintaggart.com/collections/the-grandtully-hotel
https://www.threelemons.co.uk/
https://chilliesaberfeldy.com/
https://highlandchocolatier.com/
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 ‘The Smash Burger Unit’ will be up in Grandtully for the duration of event serving snacks, 
lunch and dinner: 

🍔 6oz Smash Cheeseburgers 
🍔 Double Smash Cheeseburgers 
🍟 Loaded Cheeseburger Fries 
🌭 Gourmet Hot Dogs 
🥗 Fresh Salad Boxes 
🌯 Grilled Chicken Wraps 
🥙 Halloumi Wraps 
🥤 Soft Drinks & Water 
There may even be an Ice Cream van if the weather is favourable!  

 

Local area 
Grandtully is a small village in the highlands of Scotland. It is only 10 minutes oB the A9 dual 
carriageway making it quite accessible but also more touristy.  

 

As it is a small village, consideration of the local community is absolutely required to preserve 
the good will that we need to run this and future events. Organisers have been in discussion 
with local landowners to provide additional access and parking as well as safe routes to and 
from the river, so please stick to the designated parking and access ways.   

 

The Grandtully Village Hall, has been hired for the duration of the event.  The Village Hall will 
be used for all Team Manager Meetings, also should teams want to use the hall for their own 
meetings then this can be arranged via the Race OBice. 

 

There is a large field at the back of the Village Hall, there is a stretch tent in the field.  
Competitors can use this as a shelter if required. 

 

For more information on activities in the surrounding areas please see Appendix 2 – Local 
Experiences for Friends and Family.  
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Contact information  
Event Organiser – Davie Campbell – wwreventlead@paddlescotland.org.uk 

 

Point of contact for pre-race training – Fraser Gormal – fraser.gormal@gmail.com 

 

Instagram – grandtully_wwr_euros_2026 

 

Facebook – Grandtully WWR Euros 2026 

 

Governing Body – Paddle Scotland - https://www.paddlescotland.org.uk 

 

mailto:wwreventlead@paddlescotland.org.uk
mailto:fraser.gormal@gmail.com
https://www.paddlescotland.org.uk/
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APPENDIX 1 – Full Schedule of Events  
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APPENDIX 2 - Local experiences for Family and Friends 
Aberfeldy Highland Show and Games 

• Want to truly experience Scotland? Well nothing better than a highland games 
happening in the host town 

• Friday 7 and Saturday 8 August  
• Victoria Park, Aberfeldy  

 

Beyond Adventure River Trips 

• Beyond Adventure, who are located in Aberfeldy and are providing water safety for the 
event, are also oBering river trips down the length of the classic course for any parents 
and spectators who are keen to get a river level view of the course that will be raced. 
This is likely to be in Open Canadian Canoes, getting out above the Grandtully rapid. 
It’s strongly advised that anyone interested in a river trip contact Beyond Adventure as 
soon as possible at email@beyondadventure.co.uk.  

• Early booking are essential to ensure that Beyond Adventure have staB available to 
take people down the river 

• These trips can be planned to take place in the days before racing starts. 
• These will take approximately 3 hours  
• Groups of 4 would be £240  

 

Self guided Treasure Trails of local towns 

• https://www.treasuretrails.co.uk/collections/perth-and-kinross  
• Start anytime of the day 
• Only £9.99 
• On average take 2 hours  
• Available locally for: Aberfeldy, Pitlochry, Dunkeld & Birnam, CrieB and Blair Atholl 

 

Putting green 

• Aberfeldy 18 hole putting green  
o Taybridge Road, Aberfeldy, PH15 2BP 
o Run by volunteers  
o Open 7 days a week 10:30-16:30  

• Pitlochry 18 hole putting green  
o Ria-Achan Road, Pitlochry, PH16 5AL 
o Open 7 days a week 10:00-18:00 

 

https://www.treasuretrails.co.uk/collections/perth-and-kinross
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Dewar’s Whisky Distillery Tour 

• Scotland is famous for its Whiskey, and Aberfeldy has a Whisky distillery 
• https://www.dewars.com/visit-us/  
• Dewars Distillery, Aberfeldy, PH15 2EB 
• Tours and tasting available for over 18’s  
• Other Whiskey distilleries include: Edradour (Pitlochry), Glenturret (CrieB) and 

Strathearn (Perth) 

 

Pitlochry Dam Visitors Centre  

• Learn about the ‘power’ from the glens, life cycle of salmon (fish ladder) or just have a 
drink at the cafe looking over the damn  

• https://www.pitlochrydam.com  
• Armoury Road, Pitlochry, PH16 5AP 
• Open Wednesday-Monday 10:00-16:00 

 

Killiecrankie National Trust for Scotland Site  

• Stunning walks, steeped in history, free to visit and explore  
• Within the national trust site 
• Open 24/7  

 

Killiecrankie Zip Park  

• https://www.bungeejumpscotland.co.uk/outdoor-activities/killie-zip/ 
• Killiecrankie Zip Park is a new and exciting addition to the stunning valley at 

Killiecrankie  
• Costs £49/person 
• Ages 8+ (under 16s must be accompanied by an adult) 
• Book in advance to avoid disappointment  

 

Killiecrankie Bungee Jump 

• https://www.bungeejumpscotland.co.uk/outdoor-activities/killiecrankie-bungee-
jump/  

• Highland Fling Bungee jump is an activity for the thrill seekers amongst us  
• Cost £99 
• Ages 14+ (over 65s require medical clearance) 

 

 

https://www.dewars.com/visit-us/
https://www.pitlochrydam.com/
https://www.nts.org.uk/visit/places/killiecrankie
https://www.bungeejumpscotland.co.uk/outdoor-activities/killie-zip/
https://www.bungeejumpscotland.co.uk/outdoor-activities/killiecrankie-bungee-jump/
https://www.bungeejumpscotland.co.uk/outdoor-activities/killiecrankie-bungee-jump/
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White Water Rafting/Tubing/Canyoning experiences  

• Splash White water rafting - https://rafting.co.uk/contact/  
• Nae Limits - https://www.naelimits.co.uk  
• The Rafting company - https://theraftingcompany.co.uk  

 

Loch Tay or Mountain Safaris 

• A unique way to discover the local area and wildlife including a Loch Tay boat safari or 
oB road mountain safari 

• https://www.highlandsafaris.net  
• Loch Tay Safaris start at £35/person for 50 minutes  
• Mountain Safaris start at £45/person for 2.5 hours  

Booking in advance is required 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://rafting.co.uk/contact/
https://www.naelimits.co.uk/
https://theraftingcompany.co.uk/
https://www.highlandsafaris.net/
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APPENDIX 3 – Thank You to all our Sponsors  


