What is in my Drinking Water?
The City of Lava Hot Springs routinely monitors for contaminants in your drinking water in accordance with federal and
state regulations. The table below shows the detection of the following constituents in your drinking water for the period
of January 1, 2012 through December 31, 2012. This table provides information on your drinking water quality.
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Contamination

Arsenic (ppb}

cm”moﬁmn_

10 10 0 1 08/10 No Erosion of natural deposits; Runoff
from orchards; Runoff from glass
and slectronics production wastes.

Barium (ppm) 2z 2 0.035 0.076 08/10 No Discharge of drilling wastes; Dis-
charge from metal refineries; Ero-
sion of natural deposis.

Nitrate* 10 10 Non-Defect 371 0812 No Runoff from feriilizer use; Sewage;

{in mgit or Leaching from septic tanks; Erosion

ppm)

sample_ | Violation +| Typical Sources of -
+Date - | (Yes/No)|Contamination -

of natural deposits.

Total

>1 0 0 0 Monthly No Naturally present in the environ-

Coliform ment.
Bacteria
Chlerine MRDL=4 | MRDLG= 0.21 0.44 Monthly No Water additive used to control mi-
Residual 4 (average .31) | crobes.
(mg/L)
Total triha- 100 80 273 2.73 0812 No By-product of drinking water disin-
lomethanes fection.
[TTHM] (ppt)
Hzloacetic Acid 60 nia 115 115 08/12 No By-product of drinking waier disin-
[HAAS] (ppb) fection.
Contaminant | 90th |- Action | MCLG | #ofsites | Violation |Possible Source

| Date vman_:._. . Level .|~ - |above Action - (Y/N}) - | Contamination

tile 1 -Level B E

Lead 12111 3 15 0 0 N Corresion of household plumbing
(in mgll) systems; Lrosion of natural deposits.
Copper 12114 222 13 1.3 0 N Corrosion of household piumbing
(in mg/) systems; Erosion of natural deposits.
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Drinking Water, Including Bottled Water,
may reasonably be expected fo contain at |sast small
amounts of some contaminants. The presence of con-
taminants does nof necessarily indicate thai water
poses a health risk. More informaticn about contami-
nants and potential health effects can be obtained by
calling EPA’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline at
1-800-426-4791 or &t its website, www.epa.gov/
safewater/hotling/. In order to ensure that tap water is
safe fo drink, EPA prescribes regulations which limit
the amount of certain contaminants in water provided
by public water systems. Food and Drug Adminisira-
tion regulations establish limits for contaminants in
boffled water which must provide the same protection
for public health.

Additional Information for Lead

If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious
health problems, especially for pregnant women and
young children. Lead in drinking water is primarily from
materials and components asscciated with service
lines and home plumbing. Lava Hot Springs is respon-
sible for providing high quality drinking water, but can-
not control the variety of materials used in plumbing
components, When your water has been sitting for
several hours, you can minimize the potential for lead
exposure by flushing your tap for 30 seconds to 2 min-
utes hefore using water for drinking or cooking. If you
are concerned about lead in your water, you may wish
to have your water tested. Additional information on
lead in drinking water, testing methods, and steps you
can take to minimize exposure is available from EPA’s
Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 1-800-426-47%1 or
EFA’s website,
hitp:/iwww.epa.govisalewaterflead.

Some people may be more vulnerable to contami-
nants in drinking water than the general popula-
tion. Immuno-compromised persons such as persons
with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, perscns who
have undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/
AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly,
and infants can be particularly at risk from infections.
These people should seek advice about drinking water
from their health care providers. EFA/Centers for Dis-
gase Control and Prevention (CDC) guidelines on
appropriate means 1o lessen the risk of infection by
Cryptosporidiurn and other microbial contaminants are
available from the Safe Drinking Water Hofline at
1-800-426-4791 or EFA’s website,
hitp:/fwww.epa.govisafewater/hotline/.
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DEFINITIONS
in the Constituent Table you will find terms and abbreviations you might not be familiar
with. To help you better understand these terms we've provided the following definifions.
Action Level (AL): The concentration of a contaminant which, when exceeded, triggers
treatment or other requirements, which a water system must follow.
Initial Distribution System Evaluation (IDSE): IDSE is an important part of the Stage 2
Disinfestion By-Products Rule (DBPR), The IDSE is & one-time study conducted by some
water systems, providing disinfection or chlorination, to identify distribution system loca-
tions with concentrations of trhalomethanes (THMs) and haloacetic acids (HAAs). Water
systems will use results from the IDSE, in conjunction with their Stage 1 DBPR compli-
ance maniforing data, to select monitoring locations for Stage 2 DBPR. Not all water sys-
tems were required fo perform an IDSE,
ppm: Parts per million, equivalent fo milligrams per liter (mg/L).
MCL (Maximum Contaminant Level): The highest level of a contaminant that is allowed
in drinking water. MCLs are set as close to the MCLGs as feasible using the best avail-
able treatment technology.
MCLG (Maximum Contaminant Level Goal): The level of a contaminant in drinking
water below which there is no known or expected risk to health. MCLGs allow for a mar-
gin of safety.
Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level (MRDL): The highest leve! of disinfectant al-
lowed in drinking water. There is convincing evidence that addition of a disinfectant is
necessary for control of microbial contaminants,
Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level Goal {MRDLG): The level of a drinking water
disinfectant below which there is no known or expected risk to health. MRDLGs do not
reflect the benefits of the use of disinfectants to control microbial contamination.
Milligrams per Liter (mg/L}: Equivalent to one part per millfor (ppm), it comesponds to
cne minute in 20 years.
Parts per billion {pph): One part per billion correspends to one minute in 2,000 years or
cne penny in $10,000,000.
Picocuries per Liter {pCilL): A measure of radioactivity.
Treatment Technigue (TT): A required process intended to reduce the level of a con-
taminant in drinking water,

Dangers of Cross-Connections
Community water supplies are continuously jeopardized by cross-connections unless
appropriate valves, known as backflow prevention devices, are installed and maintained.
Tampering with any water system is a violation of federal law.
ldaho State Rules for Drinking Water Systems states “There shalf be no connection be-
fween the distribution system and any pipes, pumps, hydrants, water-foading stafions, or
tanks whereby unsafe waler or other contaminafing materials may be discharged or
drawn info a public water system.” (IDAPA 58.01.08.07). Fer that reason, all residents
using underground sprinkler systems for landscape irrigation are required to have back-
flow prevention devices installed and inspected every year. Failure to comply with this
requirement will result in your water being turned off. Please contact our office at
208-776-5820 for additional informaticn and assistance.

*Nitrate in drinking water at levels above 10 ppm is a health risk for infants of less than
six months of age, High nitrate levels in drinking water can cause blue baby syndrome.

Nitrate levels may rigse quickly for short periods of time because of rainfall or agricultural
activity. If you are caring for an infant, you should ask advise from your health care pro-
vider.




