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As always, please share with anyone. Ken DeWalt, publisher, www.OnTheRiver.org
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LEE COUNTY ELECTIONS
GENERAL ELECTION
NOVEMBER 3, 2026

EARLY VOTING LOCATIONS ABSENTEE BALLOT REQUEST

Hales Center - 147 Mclver Street Deadline For Request is October 20, 2026
McSwain Center - 2420 Tramway Road Online at the N.C. Absentee Portal

https://votebymail.ncsbe.gov
October 15 - October 30 8:00-7:30 Monday - Friday

October 18 1:00-4:00 Sunday
October 31 8:00-3:00 Saturday

@ LeeCountyNC.g ov/Elections LCG B4 Elections@LeeCountyNC.gov

sssssssss

{. 919-718-4646 f Fa cebook.com/LeeCountyElectionsNC

1.VOTE-BY-MAIL

2.VOTE EARLY
5.VOTE ON ELECTION DAY
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LOCAL NEWS

i \{r Lee officials advance 192-acre residential,
/Tl commercial plan in Alva

(TY Gulfshore Business-Evan Williams)

The developer Neal Communities is planning to build a new 192.3-acre
mixed-use community sandwiched between public preservation lands and
the eastern edge of a Lee County rural property in Alva.

Lee Commissioners at a public hearing Sept. 2 voted 3-1 to advance Neal’s
plan, with Commissioner David Mulicka casting a dissenting vote.

Mulicka shared concerns voiced by other officials and nearby residents
== )| that the development isn’t consistent with northeast Lee and Alva’s rural
e community characteristics and could negatively impact Hickey Creek
Mitigation Park, an adjoining preserve.

“I'just think we’re doing too much, and it’s not consistent with the community plans, in my opinion,”
he said. “l think we’re just pushing too far.”

The county commissioners’ vote advances Neal’s request to el s
change the eastern part of its property — about 93 acres — Regional Pak_

from a Rural to Sub-Outlying Suburban land-use designation '
and double residential density from one to two units per acre.

The western part of the property already holds an Urban
Community land-use designation that is sufficient for Neal’s
plan.

The vote transmits the plan to state officials for a review
before coming back to county commissioners, at a meeting
date to be determined, for their final approval to adopt the
plan.

The change would allow Neal to build its proposed 690 single-
family and townhome-style residences with up to 50,000
square feet of commercial space. It also incorporates the
property into the Lee County Utilities water and sewer service
area, required of suburban developments of its size.

Google Maps
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Identified as the Caloosa 80 project, it sits at the corner of State Road 80 (Palm Beach Boulevard) and
Bateman Road. The site includes pastureland, pine flatwoods, palmetto prairie and wetlands.

Commissioner Kevin Ruane didn’t vote Sept. 2 since he left the meeting early for a medical procedure.
But he raised concerns that the development “is legally not compatible” since it’s next to Hickey Creek.

At an earlier public hearing in April, the Lee Local Planning Agency also recommended approval of
Neal’s plan by a 3-2 vote.

Neal will also need to get the county commissioners’ approval on a separate zoning change. The
property is currently zoned for a Recreational Vehicle Park with up to 417 RVs.

LPA members and area residents also raised concerns that the area is Florida panther habitat. A public
speaker Sept. 2 said that camera footage documents panthers using the land. The developer would
also need a permit to relocate gopher tortoises from the site to nearby areas.

The developer’s representatives said extensive buffers, setbacks and open space on the Caloosa 80
property would allow sufficient space for area wildlife.

Panther trails near the property

(TY News Press excerpt-Charlie Whitehead)

Neal environmental consultant Chris Kelley said that he saw no evidence on the property of any
endangered animals but gopher tortoises, but Ashley Randolpf, who represents the Brown Family
Trust, said she knows better.

Randolph told commissioners she has seen — and has pictures of —
three adult Florida panthers and one juvenile on what the county
calls the Hickey Creek Mitigation Park, part of which is owned by
the family.

Randolph said she has trail camera footage of the panthers within
100 feet of the proposed development site, plus three bags of
panther scat.

“This is essential survival territory,” she said.

Biologist Steven Shattler from the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commissioners sat in the
audience for the hearing but did not speak. He said he oversees the park, which FWC calls the Hickey
Creek Wildlife and Environmental Area.

Shattler said later he has seen panther tracks on the Hickey Creek property.

Kelley acknowledged that prior to development the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service would have to be
consulted and any loss of panther habitat would have to be mitigated.
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Tower approved to improve cell and broadband services in
Muse

(TY Lake Okeechobee News-Katrina Elsken)

Glades County Commissioners unanimously approved a plan to allow a
tower in Muse to improve internet and cell phone service, despite the
objections from some residents.

The action came at the commission’s Monday, Aug. 24 meeting.
Commissioners voted to authorize the county attorney and the county
manager to negotiate an agreement with Streamline Tower in Muse,
and to authorize the commission chair to sign the agreement.

The lease is for county-owned property at 3897 Loblolly Road S.W.,
LaBelle. Streamline will acquire the exclusive use of approximately
10,000 square feet of the property and non-exclusive use of portions of
the property needed to access the tower.

Under the agreement, Streamline will provide Glades County with space
on the tower for emergency communication equipment at no charge.
Streamline will also provide broadband service at a minimum of 200
megabytes per second download and 40 megabytes per second upload
speed to county facilities located on the property at no charge.

Generic photo of cell tower

The tower will be 150 feet tall. County code allows for a 150-foot tower without a special exception.
The county attorney and county manager will negotiate the lease fees.

“Remember when it used to be all farmland?” asked Steven lovanna. He said like many others, he
moved to Muse for the rural beauty of the area. He said he is worried the tower will mean more
development.

“If we don’t fight for every little thing, it’s not going to be beautiful,” he said. “I am going to be here
until | die, fighting every little thing.”

“There are tortoises there. There are other environmental things,” said Veronica Vanderpool. She said
a traffic study should be conducted before the tower is approved.

“I love my little community,” said Dianne Quigley. She said the Muse community hosts the Honey
Festival, a holiday visit with Santa, Trunk-or-Treat and other celebrations for the community. “I'm just
afraid that’s all going to change.”
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Amanda Baker said she owns the property adjacent to the land where the

tower will be placed. She said she attended Planning and Zoning meetings

in which residents objected to the tower plan. “Planning and Zoning, when
it came down for them to vote, they shot it down twice,” she said.

. Diane Cianfrani spoke in favor of the tower. She said if she had known
(e about the meeting with more advance notice, she could have brought
Tortoise others who also support it.

o Gdbher

“We do need services,” she said. “There are so many people out there who are single like me. Where |
live, | have no cell service. | fell in my house. Thank goodness | didn’t break a bone because | couldn’t
have called EMS because | couldn’t have gotten to my landline. | have a cell phone, but it doesn’t work
at my house.”

She said towers are beneficial. “They’re good for the kids with education. It’s good for people to have
cell phones,” she added.

Lynn Kilcoyne said she is concerned that the tower would be disruptive to the native birds.

“About three and a half years ago, we applied for the Florida Broadband Opportunity Program in
partnership with Hendry County,” said Streamline CEO Louis Elliott. “We were fortunately awarded.
We were originally only going to be serving eastern and western portions of Hendry County.

He said he was later approached by a citizen of Muse community who asked if the company would
consider providing service in Muse. He said Comcast was not interested in applying for a grant for
service in Muse. : B

Elliott said Glades Electric has said it was not possible for them to provide
internet service in Muse.

“In the end, this community has a major need,” said Elliott. There are areas
with no cell service and no broadband internet access, he explained.

He said they have conducted environmental studies, and the plan will not
affect the gopher tortoises.

Louis Elliott

“We were awarded this grant at the last minute, and the funds
go away in October of this year,” he said. “This meeting is the last-ditch Hail Mary to
get your community what it needs.”

Commission Chair Tim Stanley said the other vendors did not want Muse. “This
money is coming from a grant. That money is not going to be there any more after
today. If Muse is going to get any communication out there, they are going to get it
tonight.

“There are cell towers all over the state of Florida. | have two in my neighborhood,

Glades County and they don’t bother me a bit,” he said.

Commission Chair
Tim Stanley
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“Over the summer | went to the community center to help deliver the
meals for the children,” said Commissioner Hattie Taylor. “Just a couple
of people showed up. It wasn’t very well advertised, and | wasn’t able to
get the word out because of no cell service,” she said.

She said first responders have told her their communication service is
spotty in Muse. Other Muse residents have told her they need better cell
service.

“There is a whole community in Muse that desires and needs these services,” said Taylor.

An opponent to the tower said there is cell service if you have the right provider.

Another new EMS station is on the way!

( TY Lee County Public Safety )

The Lee Board of County Commissioners has approved construction services for a new EMS station in
Alva, continuing investments in the infrastructure that supports emergency medical services
throughout Lee County.

The approximately 7,794-square-foot station on Iverson Drive and Palm Beach Boulevard will include
operational, living and support spaces for our crews, along with an emergency generator to help
ensure the station remains fully functional in times of disasters

The station will use the same prototype design developed for our Treeline EMS Station, which is
currently under construction. Using this design for Alva, and eventually Babcock Ranch, helps reduce
design costs and time while creating greater efficiencies across our growing EMS system.

Construction is expected to begin in October and take approximately one year to complete.

BR8N
»
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NEW EMS STATION
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ALVA INC MEETS NEW ALVA HIGH SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
AND LEARNS ABOUT FLORIDA AGRICULTURE ISSUES

Open to all monthly community meeting every second Tuesday, 7pm, at Alva Community Center: 1471 N River Road, Alva. ZOOM
Address: https://zoom.us/join  Meeting ID: 852 1643 8980 Passcode: 302401

President Grant Fichter introduced Lindsey Crum, local University of Florida
Livestock Extension Agent specializing herd and flock protection and development.
Lindsey discussed the proliferation of the Pasture Mealy Bug which is devastating
pasture and other open land in various parts of Florida and heading into South West
Florida now from the East Coast.

Grazing land is being lost to development and even more now to this insect. She
recommends NOT using insecticide to kill them as bees, especially in winter when
many bees are brought south to Florida from all over, will be also destroyed.

Lawns and golf courses are also at high risk of destruction.

The first sign of infestation is grass beginning to turn red, then bright fire engine red.

https://www.fdacs.gov/Agriculture-Industry/Pests-and-Diseases/Plant-Pests-and-Diseases/Pasture-
Mealybug

The new principal of the controversial under-construction ALVA HIGH
SCHOOL, Dr. Joseph Restino, introduced Alva INC to the first color photos of
the interior décor of parts of the school. Dr. Restino has joined Alva INC and
is participating with all area community groups to work with everyone,
especially student parents, in preparing for the fall 2027 opening of the
school.

He invites ALL who have questions or concerns to email him at
JosephMR@Leeschools.net and promises to answer each email personally.

He is looking for student and parent input now to choose the mascot for the
school.

Alva INC’'s most well-known member, and Vice President, Amanda Cochran, newly elected
Lee County Commissioner from District Five, officially tendered her resignation from her VP
office so she may serve on the Commission. Amanda says she will definitely not stop
attending Alva INC meetings and events.

Mrs. Cochran’s famous big smile came out strong after she formally announced her
resignation.

No on can miss the Honorable Amanda Cochran’s wonderful smile!

She takes office in November of this year.
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»
o/ \® The Lee Communities

o/ iCOﬁxLITIi lN

New Resource Now Available to Help Residents
Understand County Changes to Development &
Zoning Rules

LeeCommunities.com offers o one-stop shop for information
.42 26

Contact: Madine Slimak, Coordinator, The Lee Communities Coalition; Vice President, Greater
Fine Island Civic Association | 239.3%5. 7944 | InfosGPICA.ong

The Lee Communities Coalition = a coaliban of civic and community grougs in Lee County = has
released A new resource to help resdents navdgate sweeping changes to the Lee Courty
Comprehensive Fan [Lec Plan) and the Lee County Land Development Code. (LDC)

The resounce = LecCommunibes.com = is 8 websibe dedicated 1o helping edwcate the community
about the prapesed changes and ther potential impacts

“0On g, 25, Lee Courty hosted its first and anly public irfomation meeting fooused on changes
o the Lee Plan and LOC," said TLCC Coordinator Madine Simak. “These doocuments and revisions
ane hundreds of pages iong = that’s a lot for a non-expert to takee in. We wanted to have a place
wherne residents could soe side-by-side companisons of rewsions far each community and offer a
resource to help them get meoksed in the corsersation about these changes.”

n addiion to side-by-side comipansons, LeeCommunitics com also offers talking pomnts to help
residents put ingether their awn remarks faor Commission mestings s well as contact email
addresses so they can send emails to County Commssioners letting them knoee what they think of
the changes.

“The Board af Commissianers i scheduled o take g this issue on Oct. 7 = that's not much tme
for the public ta rewiew hurdreds and hurdreds of pages of technical language,” Simak said. “The
Eaottoen lind is that the County = proposing the whalesale abmination of Commuaity Flans ard The
remaval af the resquirement for developers 1o infarm kocal commuraties of thair plans. In additon 1o
throwing away thousands af hours of effort that communities put into develoging their plans, this
move Alss reduces oppartunities far the public 1o hawe & sy in how their communities grow. That's
Ul plain waong,”

TLEC also questans the speed at which these changes are proposed o ocowr. “The County staff
had more than 500 days 1o resiew and change the documents,” Slimak said. *The public = the
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taepayers who will have to live with these plans — have had less than 30 days. Plars (hat wane
thaughtfully created over decades shouldn't just disappear avemight”

About
* The Lee Commurities Coalition is an allitnce of civc ond commonily
erganizalions working fagether (o presene meaningful cilizen
participation and communily-specific planaing in unincorporated Lee
County. Lee County'’s communities may be different, but our local volcas
deserve fo remain involved in all of the decisions that shape them.

Coalition Members
«  Gregler Ping istaond Chvic Assaciation
Mallocha Civic Associalion
Buckingham Commumity Association, e,
Aleg, e,
Capbivae Chvic Associalion
Captive Community Paral
Concerned Citizens of Bayshore Community, Inc,
Gredgler Pine stord Watler Assodialion

Monday
AS 2L October

v /

N G 12,

«

INDIGENOUS"PEOPLES’ DAY 2026
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®
o/ \® The Lee Communities

o/ QCOALITION

< United 1 munities

For immediate Releass | Sepl. 15, 2026
Medla Contact: Nadine Slimak, InfoaGPICA org, 239.339.7914

The Lee Communities Coalition Applauds Commission's Decision to
Send Comp Plan and LDC Changes Back to Staff
Viote Shows that Public Qutcry is Being Heard

On Tuesday, the Lee County Commission voted to hold off on making proposed changes to the
Lee County Comprehensive Plan (Amendment CPA2026-00005) and revisions to the Land
Development Code (LDC) that would entirely eliminate community specific planning across Lee
County and create gne-size-fits-all rules for development.

The vote came with a mandate that county planning staff develop a revised timeling for revisions
that include robust public outreach and communication W educate communities about the
changes. The moticn to put the process on hold was made by Commissioner Kevin Ruane and
seconded by Commissioner David Mulicka and, after lengthy discussion, passed.

“I can tell you I'm not going to be done [reviewing the documents) by Oct. 7 and the community is
as enraged as I've ever heard them before, 30 | don't want anyone to feel like we're nushing it”
Ruane said, adding that he didnt see “the 9-1-1 urgency” to pass these changes now.

Ruane and other commissioners commented that they were still parsing through 400 pages of
documents and trying (o make seénse of the changes while also résponding to constituent phone
calls and emails,

“I'm on the record saying | was proud to second the mation on April first 1ast year that we wanted
to DDGE things up and we wanted to get governmaent out of the way and be easier to do business
with in Lee County... [but] | never in a milllon years would have thought that meant deleting the
names of the communities out of the Plan altogether” Mulicka said. °| thought we were just trying
to make things consistent”

While The Lee Communities Coalition (TLCC) applauded the pause, it cautioned that there was still
much work ahead,
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“We want to commend Commissioners Ruane and Mulicka for their sensible approach 1o this issue
that recognizes the community uproar over how the process has been handled and the need to
slow things down,” said Nadine 3limak, Coalition Coordinator and long-time Board Member for the
Greater Pine Island Chic Association — where the first Community Plan was developed. “Clearly,
it's not just a handful of folks who have concerns. Qur Coalition alone includes residents from
Buckingham to Captiva and all points In-between

"We'd like ihank the commission for recagnizing the nead for county stall 1o maeal with affected
communities and the nead for a ﬁ-il‘l‘lFﬂE outline of changes written im Iag,-man'ﬁ terms. But we
rreaintain that this whole process should b2 put on hold untll the state-mandated review of the Laa
Comprehensive Plan is due in 2028, That's the ideal time to sit down community-by-community
and talk about what's working and what's not.

"Qur communities are filled with reasonable people who can work together. After all, we spent
years working together to develop growth and zoning rules that allow for development while
keeping the character of our individual communities intact. Why would the County think we are
suddenly unable to work with them again?”

FDOT imposes new weight restrictions for LaBelle
Drawbridge

(TY Gulf Coast News-Carson Zorn)

According to FDOT, effective immediately, the LaBelle drawbridge is subject to vehicle-specific weight
restrictions of 26 tons, 32 tons, and 34 tons, depending on vehicle configuration.

Commercial vehicles are required to follow the posted weight-limit signage, and any vehicle exceeding
the weight limit must use the designated detour via SR-78, US-27 and SR-80.
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The proposed Jahna Sand Mine DENIED by Hendry County

- -
Commissioners
{TY Charyl Sapp Facher-Facskook)

A huge showing up of the Montura
community and others against a3 massive
1300 mine and zquifer threat in their town.

In the end, Hendry County Commissioners
listened with Commissioner Atkinson
making the motion to deny it.

The mine would have threatened the
Hawthorne Aquifer, creatad more heavy
truck traffic, taken out rural and wild land,
been noisy and loud, release pollution, threaten countless

wells, 2nd more. mm

Atense 3-2 vote after hours
of public comment

=~

,Q A [ A

?

-

'f:
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The developer’s rezoning was DENIED

Contributing Columnists
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Healthy Aging with Laurie

LAuUrIE DOUBHErTY IS an XFOrMEr INSTrUCTOr T FUES0 PILATES IN
FOrT MYErs SHOres. SHE €nJ0YS HELPING aDULTS OF aLL ases
IMPPOVE THEI" STFENETH, FLEXIBILITY, anD CONFIDENCE THrOUBH
MOVEMENT. SHE TEACHES LEVEL 1, ALL LEVELS, anD RECOVETY
(STrETCH) XFOrMer CLasses and BELIEVES IT'S NEVEr TOO LATE TO
STarT Movine.

The 150-Minute Goal: A Simple Formula for Staying Strong

In my last column, | shared three habits that can help us stay healthy and independent as we grow
older. One of those habits was to keep moving. But how much movement do we really need?

The federal Physical Activity Guidelines for Americans recommend that adults age 65 and older aim for
at least 150 minutes of moderate-intensity aerobic activity each week, along with muscle-
strengthening activities on at least two days.

That may sound like a lot, but you don’t have to exercise for 150 minutes at once—or even for 30
minutes at a time. Short periods of activity count, and every active minute is a step in the right
direction.

Remember: 150 Minutes and 2 Strength Days

Moderate aerobic activity makes your heart beat faster and causes you to breathe a little harder. The
“talk test” is an easy way to judge your effort: you should be able to carry on a conversation, but
singing a full song would probably be difficult.

Brisk walking is a wonderful choice, but it isn’t the only option. Dancing, water exercise, cycling,
gardening, active housework, or Xformer Pilates classes can also help keep you moving.

You can divide 150 minutes in many ways. It could mean moving for 30 minutes on five days of the
week. It could also mean taking three 10-minute walks during the day.

If you haven’t been active recently, begin with five or ten minutes. Add another minute or two as your
energy and confidence improve. The guidelines give us a destination, but we don’t have to arrive there
on the first day.
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Strength-building activities can be simple, such as chair stands, wall push-ups, light weights, or
resistance bands. We will cover this more in a future article.

Laurie’s One-Minute Challenge

This week, place a sturdy chair against a wall. Sit near the front with your feet flat on the floor. Stand
up, then slowly sit down again.

Continue for one minute at a comfortable pace. Use your hands for assistance if needed, and stop if
you experience pain, dizziness, chest discomfort, or unusual shortness of breath.

Try the challenge once or twice during the week. It’s a simple way to begin building the leg strength
that supports everyday independence.

Laurie Dougherty is an Xformer instructor at Fuego Pilates in Fort Myers Shores. She enjoys helping
adults of all ages improve their strength, flexibility, and confidence through movement. She teaches
Level 1, All Levels, and Recovery (Stretch) Xformer classes and believes it’s never too late to start
moving.

Disclaimer: This column is intended for educational purposes only and should not replace medical
advice. Always consult your physician or another qualified healthcare professional before beginning a
new exercise program, especially if you have a medical condition or have been inactive.

A
|

the.pumpkin.empress
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RAMONA RECOMMENDS

By Ramona DeWalt, Oak Park, Alva, Florida MonaDeWaltl@gmail.com

Mona spent 13 years with Borders Books before she opened her own 5,000 square foot GENTLY
USED BOOK Store in Douglassville, Eastern PA, then sold it. The new owner changed the name and
added new titles then added a second location, storehttps://starrbookstore.com/

Ramona retired along with her husband, Ken, in 2014 and has since made it her purpose to help
others learn the joys of reading from helping to build the Children & Youth Library at Charleston Park

You may contact her via email at MonaDeWaltl@gmail.com

Looking for Jane by Heather Marshall

A masterful novel about motherhood and
choices.

Weaving together the lives of three women,
Looking for Jane is an unforgettable debut
about the devastating consequences that
come from a lack of choice -- and the

~ enduring power of a

PR Pt

HEATHER MARSHALL mother's love.

OCEANS

AND THE

The Oceans and the Stars by Mark 3 STARS
Helprin

This is the story of love and war in full: of
lethal combat on the sea: of the fraught i
operations of power in the White House, MARK

the Pentagon, and the system of military HELPRIN
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justice. It unfolds with technically realistic, true-to-life action,
unusually vivid description, and the deep reflection
appropriate to deciding not only for what one fights but that
it must be just. This literary work begins when Stephen
Rensselaer, a Navy captain, is called to defend the politically
doomed variant of the Navy's smallest ship, and in so doing
outrages the President of the United States. The program is
cancelled. Rensselaer's promotion is denied, and he is given
command of the prototype Athena as an additional
humiliation.

A fast-paced, beautifully written novel about the majesty of
the sea: a life dedicated to duty, honor and country: and the
gift of falling in love.

“I represent ALL citizens
in Lee County”

Commissioner Everyone

|

SOUNDS GOOD - “I represent everyone.”

IN REALITY - represent 800,000, answer to NO ONE.

CHOOSE SINGLE DISTRICT VOTING

++HAVE A VOICE~~
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\J
Seuthuwest Flarida Coaliang by
WAGGIE e ifann
of Qalk Park, Alva

Contact Maggie to find out more at: Magilrmidatt net

Pumpkin Flan

Using Florida Dairy Milk

Ingredients

Caramel

1 cup granulated sugar

2 tablespoons water

Flan

3/4 cup granulated sugar

1-1/4 cup of whole milk

1 tablespoon vanilla extract

1 tablespoon Whiskey (optional)

1 (15-ounce) can of pumpkin puree

(not the pumpkin pie mixture)

1-1/ 2 tablespoons cinnamon

1/2 teaspoon ground ginger

1/4 tablespoon of cayenne pepper
1/4 tablespoon ground nutmeg

6 eggs
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Preparation

Set a shelf in the center of the oven and preheat the oven to 350 °. Boil 32 oz of water. Prepare 8
greased molds (4 to 6 ounces) in a large baking pan.

Caramel: Mix the sugar and water in a small saucepan. Bring to a boil over medium-high heat, stirring
with a fork until the sugar dissolves, about 3 minutes. Stop stirring and let the sugar continue cooking
until it turns dark brown, about 4 minutes. Remove from the heat and carefully divide the hot caramel
between the 8 prepared molds. Allow to cool.

Flan: Add the 6 tablespoons sugar, milk, vanilla, and whiskey in a 1-quart saucepan. Bring to a boil over
medium high heat, then remove. In a small container, mix remaining sugar with cinnamon, ginger,
pepper, and nutmeg. In a container, beat the eggs. Add the sugar mixture and whisk until well mixed
with the eggs, then add the pumpkin puree until well blended. Add the hot milk mixture gradually,
beating constantly, until well mixed. Remove the foam from the surface.

Bake: Carefully pour the uniform mixture into the individual molds. Pull the oven rack in half and place
the bowl on the rack. Pour the hot water into the large baking pan until it reaches half way up of the 8
individual molds. Gently slide the grill into the oven and bake about 25 to 30 minutes or until the flans
have the center a little wobbly. Carefully remove the bow! from the oven and place it on a cutting
board. Let the custards rest in molds for 5 minutes, then remove and place in the refrigerator until they
are cold, at least 2 hours.

Serving: Let the flans rest at room temperature for 10 to 15 minutes. Dip the bottom of each mold
briefly into a bowl of warm water to warm the caramel slightly. Invert the puddings on dessert plates,
slap the bottom to release the custard and carefully lift the molds. The caramel should be squeezed
through the surface of the custard.

Top with whipped cream if desired.

_ ABSI][II LY NUTHING S
Im STILL FEELS LIKE100° OUTSIDE.
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The COLORADO CORNER

For a taste of nature that does mot thrive at near sea level this new OTR column comes
from wildlife photographer lames DeWalt, our son, whao has lived in his 000 ft high
village of Mederland, Colorado for over 25 years. He is an avid wildlife and nature
photographer, and we thank the MOUMNTAIMEER, his local newspaper, for allowing us to
share some of his articles which he creates for them.

The Woodpecker That Wouldn’t

A few fun facts about our Northern Flickers

ROCKY MOUNTAIN NATIONAL PARK-Colorado is home to a
few different woodpeckers, the most frequently
encountered being the downy and hairy species. We also
enjoy another that for all its classifications as a woodpecker,
doesn’t really spend a lot of its time pecking, at least not for
food. This fancy non-conformist is the Northern Flicker.

Flickers differ from our other woodpeckers in several ways.
As mentioned above, these birds are not commonly seen
banging away on trees in search of bugs. In fact, they

prefer to hunt for their prey on the ground, using their
strong bill to dig rather than chip away at a tree trunk or
branch. That said, the name dirtpecker is far less flattering...

The only actual tree-pecking that happens is typically to communicate with other woodpeckers. This is
usually done to denote territory or to attract a mate. Since this pecking is for long-distance talking,
around humans they will also forego a tree in lieu of an object that can produce a louder sound. This
often equates to metal siding on a house, metal wire casings on the sides of telephone poles, and any
other resonation amplifier (much to the chagrin of a late sleeper).

They also differ from our other Colorado species in that they do tend to migrate. Some simply head to
lower elevations, where others may travel greater distances to their winter homes. Any snow cover for
lengths of time diminishes hunting prospects, necessitating the move.

A recent outing found me enjoying the surprise company of about a half a dozen who have taken
summer residency high on the alpine tundra. While I’'ve ran into plenty in our montane forests around
town, I'd not known that some headed so high.
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Once the snow arrives, they will head to lower climes, but until then, I'd imagine their summer hunting
grounds are quite abundant with prey. They make their home in the stunted and twisted trunks and
knotholes of the Krumholtz pines, and spend their days plying the vast, rocky grasslands of the tundra
for bugs.

Spending so much time on the ground, the flicker diet consists largely of ants. In fact, it is theorized
that no other bird consumes more ants in all of North America. Anatomical studies have found
upwards off 5000 ants in a stomach, consumed in a single day.

Along with being a food source, the birds enjoy another use for the ants in the way of preening
assistance. The technique is called Anting and is performed by spreading their wings over an active
mound, allowing the bugs to crawl into their feathers. The insects secrete formic acid, which kills
parasites. They sometimes take a grim turn in the act by way of crushing the ants and working them
into their feathers as they preen.

It is thought that flickers have some of the longest tongues of any bird, reaching over 2 inches out from
the tips of their bills. This is likely helpful in reaching those hard-to-get-to spots on the body with a
sticky tongue covered in masticated ant and formic acid.

Flickers also have quite a unique call compared to other woodpeckers and are very distinct when heard
among other types of Colorado birds. In my early days here in the mountains, the resounding ki-ki-ki-
ki-ki-ki call made me think there might be a pet tropical bird that got loose. It does makes sense, as
flickers do live as far south as Guatemala.

Whether high on a mountain top, or simply out in your own backyard, keep an eye out in the trees
(and on the ground) for these unique neighbors. If you don’t see them, you’ll hear the call, possibly
slightly muffled with a mouth full of ants, and be comforted knowing it is not some stray parrot about
to freeze its tail-feathers off with the oncoming winter.

For additional information about James DeWalt Photography, check out
https://jamesdewaltphotography.com
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ONE MAN®S OPINION

By Norman Cannon of North Fort Myers

Please direct any comments or questions to Mr. Cannon of North Fort Myers,
normancannon@embargmail.com

Mr. Cannon wants to hear reasonable and respectful comments and questions
from readers. Please feel free to share his articles and email address with others
with similar concerns.

WHAT DO YOU EXPECT FROM YOUR COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS?

Leaving aside personal traits such as morality and ethicality, | do not think it is unreasonable for US TO
expect them to be transparent as called for by law and good stewards of YOUR money as should be
expected by YOU.

The Board of County Commissioners meeting which took place on August 4, 2026, paints a very
different picture.

First, let me state that | think Conservation 20/20 is a very good program if used PROPERLY. If using it
PROPERLY means keeping the fund replenished as voted on by you and as by law, they have failed
miserably. If using it PROPERLY means good stewardship of YOUR money, they have failed miserably.

At the meeting they approved the purchase of land on Pine Island and at 10301 Palm Beach Boulevard.

The land on Palm Beach Blvd. is surrounded on three sides by the Orange River Preserve which makes
it a prime candidate for Conservation 20/20. The problem | see is that they are willing to $141,428.87
per acre for this property today while only four years ago they purchased land for this preserve for
$29,017,85 per acre. While we have experienced inflation over the past four years, it does not come
close to approaching the nearly 400% inflation seen here.

They purchased two different properties on Pine Island. One, that consists of two parcels, has a
Stringfellow Road address for the front lot and no access for the rear lot. They showed appraisals for
both of these lots. For the front one, they paid the lowest appraised price. For the rear one they paid
almost double the highest appraised price.

The other lot purchased is off Stringfellow Road without any access or street address. It is not next to
any conservation land. This seems to be a landowner taking advantage of county largesse to move a
piece of property which appears to be unsaleable.

Why the fuss? They paid $40,000.00 per acre for one and $50,000.00 per acre for the other. There is a
piece of property on Stringfellow Road, right next to one of these properties, which is listed for sale at
$26,315.00 per acre. https://www.greaterftmyers.com/property-
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search/detail/116/224098403/10011-stringfellow-rd-st-james-city-fl-33956/ . This does not fit any
definition of good stewardship that | know of.

Along with the POOR stewardship of YOUR money as shown here, all of these questions were posed to
all of the commissioners before the meeting, and no responses were forthcoming. That falls under a

lack of transparency.

Maybe YOU should ask the commissioners why these properties were chosen.

Moade Simple | -.....

begrnzrs and sekers

— e tchrclogy tn
improve thair ife

Monthly “Wow" Moments
New prompts each month

*&ChatGPT s

Real-Life Uses Simple Prompts
Practical ways to use Easy to cogy. Easy to try.

ChatGPT every day. Big results. that make & difference.
wHATIS | WHERE DO HOW DO Q WHAT'S A
CHATGPT? IFIND IT? GET STARTED? “PROMPT"™?

Go to: ='s simpla. A prompt is just whast

ChatGPT is 8 tool you can
tak ta that Falns yau think, e ClckSignUp you type.

write, plan, and figure , chat.openal.com ‘ @ Use your emal A quastian
things cut—fast. { - o Create a password A reguest

An e,
Or dovrload e ChatGPT > ‘e
Think of it §be & really ‘ 'w’ '“;’ e That's it—youre In That's it
s froem the App Stoes o Example:

smart assistant that naver .
Play. Mo tech skils neaded ¥ you
Coogle Play. o beg 5 need w “Plan a simake dnne

gets tired of your quasticns. [ coan sinnd a b, you <an use this for tonighe.”

N

THIS MONTH’S “WOW” PROMPTS ———

Ratype tham inte ChatGPT and watch what it comes back with.

PROMPT: “Ask me 5 questions about inyself. Then tell me sornething interesting
" | you notice about me from my answers.”

PROMPT: “I need to make a decision. Ask me 5 questions about the decision,
" | then help me decide what | should do and explain why.”

\
N,

TechTutorUSA.com
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(Paid AD —7/26)

—

EAST LEE COUNTY NEWS is a free local newspaper for residents and
visitors in East Lee County and Lehigh Acres! Advertise in the East Lee
County News to reach our 40,000+ direct mail readers and up to 2,500
more from our various pickup locations. Share new messages and specials
with local consumers every month!

33936 - 33971 - 33972 - 33974 * 33913 * 33966 - 33912 =
NOW MAILING & DISTRIBUTING in LABELLE e

(239) 470-5611 | PRESS@EASTLEENEWS.COMIWWW.EASTLEENEWE:.COM

(Paid Ad-11/26)

(B K
RE/MAX Patricia (Patty) Walker

REALTOR"
Referrals welcome!

239-340-3904
PattyWalkerREMAX@gmail.com

RE/MAX GULF COAST LIVING
12928 Palm Beach 8ivd Ste C
Fort Myers, F| 33905

ach @Hcroe"ﬂtrﬂ'y Owned and Operateo
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ALVA EVENTS And Services

ALVA  ALVAINC

A Leuing, Uaiow, of rva

21471 N River Rd, Alva, FL 33920

ZOOM access: https://zoom.us/join
Meeting ID: 852-1643-8980 Passcode: 302401

Info@AlvaFl.org www.ALVAFL.org NEXT MEETING: Every Second Tuesday, 7pm, Alva Community Center

The Alva School

) —
N
IN

> Open

>

Sealy -

233334

3RD, 4TH, 6TH, 7TH, & 8TH
Come experience 7[& A&M/ Way

of a rural school where
values count, expectations
are high, and curriculum
enhances your child’s learning.
\V}
You will not be a number,
but a name at

The Alva Sehool. Sa

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3°°, 2026
5PM - 9PM

FOOD \ ORKS tive
. ANARCHY ALE WORK:
TRUCKS 21450 PALM BEACH BLVD, Music:
ALVA FL 33920 6_9pM :

Vintage Jewelry, & MORE!!

VALUES EXPECTATIONS | l_.l CURRICULUM

COUNT ARE HIGH ENHANCES LEARNING

Zooled in Tradidion. <<<ec~ Focused on Tomorrow.
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ALVA USS HANNAH CHAPTER

*=DAR

Daughters of the American Revolution htt ps ://u SS h a Nnn a h 1] Sd a r. o rg/

Alva Fire Protection & Rescue
Service District

Join Our
Team!

BENEFITS OPPORTUNITIES REQUIREMENTS
Florida Retirement System Marine Operations Valid Driver’s License
Medical. Dental & Vision Insurance Public Outreach Good Driving Record
Employee Health & Wellness Career Advancement F1. Bureau of Fire Standards
Uniform Maintenance Allowance Special Events & Training Certification
College Degree & Cert Incentives AHA CPR/BLS Provider
Training Allowance Pass a Physical Assessment
Salary Progression Base on Industry Current EMT Certification

Years of Service

The Alva Fire District is seeking qualified applicants for the position of
Firefighter /EMT. The individual should demonstrate good moral
character and judgement, be able to handle high pressure situations and
display effective problem solving and leadership skills. The Alva Fire
District consists of a tobacco and drug free workplace environment.
Experience preferred.

Please forward a current resume, application and certs to Chief Ctcheverry at
jetcheverry @ alvafirecontrol.org or drop-off your resume to Firehouse 121,
2660 Styles Road, Alva, Florida between the hours of 9 AM - 4 PM.

Applications and Acknowledgement & Full Release of
Liability may be downloaded from the District's website
at www.alvafirecontrol.org.

Applications accepted through March 23, 2025.
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The Alva
Library
Museum

21420 Pearl St, Alva, FL =522 d i
33920 Public Library, Alva

Originally a public library built in 1909, it now serves as a museum of artifacts from the original settlers.
The library-museum Board is making the building available as small group venue for parties, clubs, etc.
THE LIBRARY IS OPEN FOR FREE TOURS Every Saturday between 10am and 2pm

See a virtual video tour of the Museum at: http://alvaflmuseum.com

Grant Fichter is overseeing the museum for the board.

JOIN or DONATE to the museum here:

https://www.alvafimuseum.com/donations--
memberships.html

Meet Florida Author, Gregory Enns at the Alva Museum

Join us Saturday, October 10, 2026, for a special appearance by Gregory Enns, sixth-generation
Floridian and author of Cow Creek Chronicles.

Published by the University Press of Florida, Cow Creek Chronicles tells a true story set in Florida’s

historic cattle country, bringing to life the people, landscapes, and traditions that helped shape our
state’s ranching heritage.

During his visit, Gregory will discuss the inspiration behind the book, Florida’s unique cattle culture, his
family’s deep Florida roots, and the research that brought this remarkable story to life. Whether you’re
interested in Florida history, pioneer families, the Seminole people, or the legacy of the state’s cattle
industry, this is an event you won’t want to miss.

Due to limited seating, we will be asking attendees to RSVP. Time slots will be announced soon.

Bring your questions, meet the author, bring your copy of Cow Creek Chronicles to have it signed, or
pick up a copy at the event, and join us in celebrating the people, places, and traditions that make
Florida’s cattle country unlike anywhere else.
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Please share this event with anyone who loves Florida history!

ALVA GARDEN CLUB

Each month we have special speakers presenting
interesting and relevant information. We also plan field
trips that enhance our knowledge and inspire good
garden practices.

Where }iorticgltural
learning, Floral design, and
e el person. We meet in the Alva Methodist Church Fellowship

Hall the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 1 pm.

Membership in the Alva Garden Club is still only $10 per

Tues Nov 10, Noon to 2 PM
Nine Floral Design Tips & Workshop

The Poinciana Garden Club Guests Welcome RSVP 239-9948147

Nov 10th 2026, Noon to 2 PM, 2166 Virgina Ave., Fort Myers
Event follows club meeting.
RSVP required 239-994-8147. $10. Guest donation appreciated.

Attendees, please bring flowers, greens, vase, floral foam, pruners to practice tips.

Agenda:
1. Speakers present 3 tips in 15 minutes each.
2. Following the presentations attendees create their own designs using

newly learned tips.
3. Speakers roam, answer questions, and offer suggestions.
4. Debrief & Thank-Yous.

Cathy Dunn’s Hibiscus Tips Nancy Colgan’s Design Tips Connie Lowery Design Tips

Past President of the JEH Co-President FFGC Judge
Chapter of the American Potpourri Designers 2026 Naples GC
Hibiscus Society Flower Show Chair
1. Choose, store. & 1. Preparation of flowers 1. Alternative mechanics

condition hibiscus blooms

2. Mechanics: 2. Pleasing placement of 2. Creative Design,
Incorporating hibiscus in flowers and greens "the Lessis Best
floral designs movement”
3. Fun ways to wear 3. Fun ways to manipulate 3. Wow Flower
hibiscus leaves and flowers
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Charleston Park Neighborhood
Association

2541 Charleston Park Drive, Alva, FL 32920. 229-728-8885
Charlestonpark1926@gmail.com

Community Center Activities & Training, Lee County °°°dwnl
Children’s and youth sport park, Events throughout Induntrien of S et Flerita. inc

the year, Meetings for all every second Monday of i e
the month at 6pm at the Community Center are also

U rbmanyor S0 biw ©sa jns B st
Charleston Park Neighborhood Outreach
available virtually via ZOOM. 2501 oo Pt

Ofcn T TI00004 | Pan GO TI20N3
Monday - Fridey. 900 am - 300 pm

DOGHOUSE
[RESCUE ACADEMY|

We are Doghouse Rescue Academy - a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization in Alva focused on helping
make the world around us a better, happier place. We are a network of foster-based rescuers whose
sole mission is to help adoptable dogs find homes.

Let us help you find your happily "fur"ever after!

https://doghouserescueacademy.org/

https://www.facebook.com/DogHouseRescueAcademy/
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ALVA MIDDLE FFA
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ollower visidilley disclosure=0

THE ALVA MUSEUM
HISTORICAL PRESERVATION
DESIGNATION CEREMONY

NOVEMBER 14 < 1:00 PM

Immediately Following the Classic Car Show

FEATURED SPEAKER

= LETTS MA;(E THEIR DAY % ;;;N‘ai;lggogﬁ : Vﬂ*‘:: Amanda COChran

2, % ] ~ g g . N -
7 S/"'C"‘"{-/ 3 BD:’K::DAY‘ Commissioner District 5-Elect
mail Us

Join us as we celebrate an important milestone
in preserving Alva's history for future generations!

HISTORY ¢ COMMUNITY * HERITAGI

The Alva Museum ¢ 21420 Pearl Street * Alva, Florida

Preserving the Past  Inspiring the Future

I (@) <
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' CALSSSA FEST

1 Event by Apex Promoz FL

0 Caloosahatchee Regional Park

g Tickets
runsignup.com/Race/FL/Alva/CaloosaAR

6 Public - Anyone on or off Facebook

Caloosahatchee Regional Park MTEB Trails = Alva, Florida

Get ready for an unforgettable trail expenience at the 2026 Caloosa Fest, featuring a Half
Marathon and 5K Trail Race on the rugged, beautiful trails of Caloosahatchee Regional Park.

This event brings together trail runners of all experience levels for a day filled with challenging
terrain, great views, community fun, and outdoor excitement.

Whether you're tackling the half marathon or cruising the 5K, this event offers something for

everyone!
Schedule of Events — Saturday, December 5th, 2026

Half Marathon Trail Race: 7:30 AM start
SK Trail Race: 8:00 AM start

Vendors and demos on-site throughout the morning.
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CURRICULUM FROM
THE SADDLE

A AT
ALVA EALL BESTIVAL

OCTOBER 24
-8 PM

BRING THE RANCH INTO YOUR
CLASSROOM! CONNECT YOUR
STUDENTS WITH REAL COWBOYS AND
RANCHERS FOR A ONE-OF-A-KIND
LEARNING ADVENTURE.

ALIGNS WITH FDE 4™ GRADE STANDARDS

ENROLL YOUR CLASS TODAY!

< A TONESEZ BBQ
. ADOPTACOWBOY.ORG o A AND MOBE
rj Wadoptacowboy 0 @Adopt A Cowboy & 1 &

CLASSIC CAR SHOW
FOODTRUCKS The Alva Museum's CLASSIC

Fall Car & Truck Show MUSCLE

VENDORS 21420 PEARL ST. ALVA, FL 33020 VINTAGE

A‘Y‘————

Nuvakﬂﬂ

ALDO.ALLABOUTCARS@YAHOO.COM TO REGISTER
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BUCKINGHAM & FORT
MYERS SHORES EVENTS

And Services

Buckingham Presbyterian Church Burns

A lightning strike on Aug. 28 caused a fire that destroyed the
Buckingham Presbyterian Church building. The congregation has
found a temporary solution for services, gathering under oak
trees near the church.

The church, a pillar in the community, had served as a disaster
relief host after Hurricane lan. Support and donation offers have
come from various churches, including those outside the
Presbyterian denomination.
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FORT MYERS EAST ROTARY CLUB

Fort Myers East Rotary Club has been in existence since 1973 and helps with so many
community projects in East Lee County and with District and
International Rotary activities.

?*OTA R " The i :
y meet Wednesday mornings for breakfast at 7:30 AM at the
River Hall Country Club. Stop by and join us for an invigorating
meeting with good food, stimulating conversation and great
O speakers! For more information, contact
FMERC.Secretary@gmail.com https:/www.fmeastrotary.com/

Our Mission Statement

ey LJ eslri
1

o Call Us: 239-226-1221
& Email Us: spequestrians@gmail.com
s Map Us: 5121 Staley Road Fort Myers, FL 33905

¥ Mailing: PO Box 61528, Fort Myers, FL 33906-1528
IB Fax Us: 239-226-1279

Buckingham Farms Fort Myers — ... more
MEDIA

PRESENTS —

FEATURING

Aaror et

f=5 OCTOBER 10, 2026
SATURDAY

BUCKINGHAM FARMS
12931 ORANGE RIVER BLVD
FORT MYERS, FL 33905

(© 10amTO3PM
FREE EVENT

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS
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FALL CLASSES

. ot the B a/n/W
| TETIERGTE -

!
ALL CLASSES START IN SEPTEMBER!

s les, class descripti
are available through our ml.uu ragnstrahon form

JR. EQUINE ART MUSIC
VET EXPLORERS with Ms. Sherry with Ms. Brooke
with Ms. Kim
Tuesdays [7) Wednesdays Thursdays
@ 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM (@ 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM @© 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM
» Anatomy Bedy Systems : » Sing
® FistAd v Real Vlerinary w Play Instruments
 Bandagng  Shill » Music Games
@ Hoof Care @ Build Confidence
s
12 WEEKS S
GRACEFUL GROWTH l @ HOMESCHOOL
PARELLI NATURAL HORSEMANSHIP ENRICHMENT C0-0P
with Marcella Spadafora A unique day combining: .
) ¥ @ AN AR e
partnership with horses U Gudiing At Masc  Hersemanshp ‘Am
IR | () Mondas LIy
| (O 10:00AM-200PM $880 -
e vl 8 WEEKS %

; 5 Stap Up

fnmovsn PROVIDER

'I'OUR THE FACII.ITY

GET AN OVERVIEW OF
HORSES & HEROES

MEET THE HORSES

OBSTACLE COURSE DEMO
BY OUR VETERANS

—

CALLING OUR OFFICE
239.226.1221
OR SCANNING THE
QR CODE BELOW

ol 22
THERE IS NO CHARGE TO OUR

VETERANS TO PARTICIPATE
IN HORSES & HEROES

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT

OBSERVE A
GROOMING SESSION & |

 PLEASERSVPBY

: Over 1,500 subscribers, 12,000 social media readers

) HORSES & HEROES OPEN HOUSE
7 VETERAN'S WElGﬂME IIM

IIOIIIIM SEPTEMBER 21, 2026
10:30 AM - 12:00 PM

LOCATION:
SPECIAL EQUESTRIANS, INC.

9121 STALEY RD, FORT MYERS, FL 33905

THE PROGRAM IS DESIGNED TO TEACH
UNMOUNTED HORSEMANSHIP SKILLS
USING A GROUND-BASED PROGRAM
PROMOTING A PARTNERSHIP
BETWEEN THE VETERAN & THEIR HORSE.

THE HORSEMANSHIP SKILLS ARE TAUGHT
IN AN ENGAGING AND SUPPORTIVE
ENVIRONMENT, THROUGH A
CURRICULUM OF ACTIVITIES DESIGNED
TO PROMOTE POSITIVE SKILLS WITH THE
VETERAN'S CHOSEN HORSE.

LESSONS ARE FRAMED TO HELP VETERANS
LEARN AND GROW USING
NATURAL HORSEMANSHIP PRINCIPLES

SPECIALEQUESTRIANS.NET/PROGRAMS-SERVICES/VETERANS

Plaso bty U To Iy Thom
. SAC

Abuse Counseling & Treatment, Inc.
\\ Domestic Abuse Shelter

)

We are looking for donations of New
OR

@ Gently Used Outdoor Toys g
for the Children. i
Cash Donations also Accepted.

# They need our help. ‘

Questions: Please call 239-693-0351
If you can help, please bring items by March 10, 2026 to:
American Legion Auxiliary Unit 351
4800 Palm Beach Bluvd., Fort Myers, FL. 33905

Yoo

w ‘u"x‘i
Tk

THANK YOU
TICE FIRE DEPARTMENT

FROM THE
BUCKINGHAM COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

For a job well done protecting our community
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e | |Ee¢sx  Buckingham
N _SWE . Community Association, Inc.
INVITES ALL LEE COUNTY CITIZENS TO A | TR o notsor ot Corporaton

CANDIDATE MEET & GREET ' ’
INVITES ALL LEECOUNTYCITIZENSTOA S

COMMUNITY Q%A | |* "CANDIDATE Q&A
Chris Vignieri COMMUNITY FORUM

Candidate
i coUnTv¥Boirarc i oEEiE ke LEE COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS

Jenna Persons-Mulicka Chris Vignieri
. Incumbent Candidate
Elliot Taylor '
Candidate S *LEE COUNTY DISTRICT 2 COUNTY COMMISSIONER = *
LEE COUNTY DISTRICT 2 . .
COUNTY COMMISSIONER Cecil |': ceul;ggllt'grass ‘ E“'c‘:: d;';?g'"

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8, 2026

6:30 PM - 8:30 PM

LEE COUNTY MOSQUITO CONTROL I, . LEE COUNTY MOSQUITO CONTROL g«.i i
15191 H.omestead Road { 15191 Homestead Road pe iRt
ehioh Acres, S q Lehigh Acres, FL ¢

COME HEAR FROM THE CANDIDATES.
ASK QUESTIONS. GET INFORMED.

Hosted by the Buckingham Community Association, Inc.

HOME OF THE RAIDERS

CLASS OFﬁ

TRADITION
OPPORTUNITY
EXCELLENC(

ALICU ARENA
9 Alico Arena - FGCU ,"""" b N

Th el

[F] Friday, 52127 @ 7:00 pm
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LABELLE AREA EVENTS

And Services

Barron Library

461 N Main St, LaBelle, FL 33935

HERITAGE MUSEUM:
LaBelle’s century-old
landmark

NOW Open Saturday’s 10am to 2pm

https://www.facebook.com/labelleheritagemuseum/

%8 HEALTHIER HENDRY & GLADES
https://healthierhendryglades.org/

BECOME A

HEALTHIER

IL/ u ./

Humane Center 1200 Pratt Blvd, LaBelle

OUR MISSION

MENTAL & SPIRITUAL L . .
EMOTIONAL HEALTH CIAL H The Mission of Caloosa Humane Society is

to serve, shelter, and protect the homeless pets in our care. We are dedicated to finding permanent

and loving adoptive homes for our companion animals in need. Our no-kill facility provides low cost
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LaBelle Downtown Revitalization Corporation

Take the Tour!

proudly announces the Downtown LaBelle Historic Walking Tour! Take a
walk into Old Florida's past through our new self-guided tour, featuring
audio clips of those that helped mzke LaBelle what it is today.

Visit Downtownlabelle.com/walking tour.com to start your tour today,
or download the app with your Apple or Android device by searching
"Downtown LaBelle." Happy trails!

DO WAL Tl AP 00 A DUt BT LN

A
" NOW HIRING/

. 'rv

i
j LaBelle Fire application and job
description available on website

CITY OF LABELLE
Commission Meetings

SECOND THURSDAY OF
EVERY MONTH @5:30 P.M.

Full-time Firefigher/E.M.T

www.citylabelle.com

> QR Code
agenda
packet

Submit applications in person at 481 W. Hickpochee Ave,
or email to lisaawbrey@citylabelle.com by November 1, 2024

rorourCITYs DOWNTOWN SUPPORTER
MEMBERSHIP PROGRAM

Support the heart of LaBelle and grow with us!

The LaBelle Downtown Revitalization Corporation (LORC) is powered by community memberships,

fundraising efforts, and a strong public-private partnership. Our success comes from being a local

initiative—driven by local people, funded by focal support, and focused entirely on revitalizing and

preserving the heart of LaBelle. By becoming 3 member, you're not just Supporting a cause—you're
investing in a vibrant, thriving downtown for generations to come

Plan Our Growth to 205C
Next Steps

Join us for a Community Workshop to review the draft updates to
LaBelle's Comprehensive Plan, the blueprint guiding our city's growth
through 2050. Learn how community input has shaped the current
amendments and share your feedback as the plan moves forward, and

help us prioritize future changes.

Thursday, July 30, 2026
6:00pm - 7:30pm

Civic Center Building
481 W Hickpochee Ave,
LaBelle, FL 33935

ContactUs  (863) 6752875  www.citylabelle.com

INDIVIDUAL $50.00

For residents and supporters who want to
show love for downtown!

* Monthly e-newsletter

« Advance notice of LDRC events

+ Be seen in our public supporter
showcase online

COMMUNITY PARTNER
$300.00

Perfect for small businesses and individuals
wanting more visibility.

« Business listing In online directory
« Featured in our monthly e-newsletter

with options for spotlights, ad
placement, and special promotions

« Social media shares on LDRC channels
« Invitations to exclusive networking

events and workshops

« Early access to event sign-up

READY TO JOIN?

Visit downtownlabelle.com

NONPROFIT $100.00

Exclusive rate for nonprofit organizations.

« Discounted participation at select

LDRC events

« Listing in our online directory
« Featured in member promotions

(newsietter & social media)

* Invitations to exclusive networking

events and workshops

BUSINESS $500.00

For businesses who want visibility, impact,
and a stronger downtown.

« Business listing in online directory
« Featured in our monthly e-newsletter
with options for spotlights, ad

placement, and special promotions

« Access to member-only referrals and

features

« Social media shares on LDRC channels
« Invitations to exclusive networking

events and workshops

« Early access to event sign-up
* 1 free booth at an LDRC Shop

Downtown event.
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The NEWEST Theater in LaBelle!

On Saturday
evening, November ASH TO ART

8th, the cast, crew, THEATRE

QLRI AU THEATRE FOUNDATIONS
YOUTH THEATER AGES 5-8

oo AN 20
-
SR VE COMPANY WEEK 1: NAME AND IMPROV GAMES

performed a
(o) (4 o WEEK 2: ACTING METHODS
whimsical and fun
WEEK 3: LEARNING THE STAGE

WEEK 4: VOCAL PROJECTION
WEEK 5: MOVING TO A BEAT

T EATRE

stage play of ANNIE.

This was their FIRST
public program, and it ran through two shows to large E A EANNG A ch R ACTeR
crowds. Of course, lots of family and friends of the kids. :

However, don’t believe those youngsters and teens WEEK.7: CHOREOGRAPHY
didn’t give a heartwarming performance. WEEK 8: PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER

. ] WEEK 9: PUTTING ON A SHOW
Watch for more programs in the future, and I'd advise

you not miss a single one.

https://www.ashtoarttheatre.com/atatheatreco@gmail.com

https://www.facebook.com/search/top?g=muse%20community%20association

Code/o Wcﬂv Me

through my

COMMULINITY ASSOCIATION
3897 Loblolly Bay Road, LaBelle

-39-
link to our ARCHIVE of ALL OTR issues https://www.ontheriver.org/archive
Link to our Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/groups/28647780714815753



https://www.ontheriver.org/archive
http://www.facebook.com/groups/28647780714815753
https://www.ashtoarttheatre.com/
https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=muse%20community%20association

Issue 92, October 2026, Circulation: Over 1,500 subscribers, 12,000 social media readers

** THE VENUE AT MUDGE RANCH * *

"HONORING

ERBrnTeE

Fealuring the /A cetanangg A \
LABELLE HIGH SCHOOL BAND (@3
% % WITH SPECIAL GUEST APPEARANCES BY * * COMMUMTY
LOCAL VETERANS & ACTIVE MILITARY &COUNTRY J

Don't miss out on this great dedication to
our country and our veterans.

f()th/:ai@ Dvinks @

7, q 2 g
Do Qpen At Concert Begins. | Cash Ba | 50/50 Doauwing
5:00 PM CALOOSA CATERING 7:00 PM Boor, wine and Take & chance, <
Come eary and anioy St s Cobd v 2o everinng of patriotic hixod drinks win big, and Benefitting
dinner and drieks Uehice the shom vk, commanity and available for Support a groat N
bedoro the cencert! | Paoeieg those who purchase. causol e’ Blg Cy press
; biwy iy i German Shepherd
Lossioms i - Rescue
 ITEMS NEEDED FOR * 1
[ HEARTS AND HOMES FOR VETERANS ~ n:{gﬁﬂ'ﬂfms | e ourse * Luring Course
Uty o s gy e Orp ok et oo $20 EACH OR all Fun
' e s ot o o frebret $5 WITH THE DONATION ‘ = 2
N T0 THE VETERAN GROUP Vend affles » Food » Music
“HEARTS AND HOMES ‘
PR VETERANS: The Whole Family
BaBoa " Thank %“ ‘i t « Pumpkin Patch
THE VENUE TOALL WHO BAVE SERVED.
K * kX * J 8 HELP'RESCUE; REHABILITATE & 8¢,

A REHOME GERMAN!SHEPHERDS ' ®

PRESENTED BY

CANINE HEALTH SOLUTIONS
Proudly supporting the heaith,
performance and well-being
of every dog.

@ 3133 Dixie Rd. LaBelle. Florida 33935 « K9 X Games and Luring Course 2 Fall Festival
i 5 8:00 AM - 11:00 AM 11:00 AM - 4:00 PM

*— CALOOSA HUMANE SOCIETY —* Mgl

/—,, VeV
FAMILIES

FOR 25 YEARS

— P —

%,.w le
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FP.W > 5. #
5 ﬁh\m’T‘ ﬂ - ?’
SBY o

| TRONK O TREAT| g

MLL FUN- 4

FALL FESTIVAL

j&‘atw/‘brg/ tA-&
LABELLE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

TEXTTO

HENDRY
COUNTY,
FLORIDA

A FAST, EASY WAY TO GET HELP
WHEN YOU CAN'T CALL.

Text 911 inan emergency

when it is not safe or possible to call.

HOW IT WORKS

1. TEXT 911

In an emergency, open your
text messaging app and
text 911.

and follow their instructions.

3. SHARE LOCATION

If possible, enable location services
when prompted so we can find you
faster.

4. HELP IS ON THE WAY
Stay where you are and keep

WHEN TO TEXT 911

You are in danger and
cannot speak.

You are deaf, hard of hearing,
or have a speech disability.

Q Itis not safe to make a voice call.

You have a voice plan that
does not allow calls.

IMPORTANT TO KNOW

« Text to 911 is available throughout
Hendry County, Florida.

« Standard text messaging rates may apply.

* Do not text and drive.

2. ANSWER QUESTIONS
“;‘ A 911 dispatcher will respond
by text. Answer their questions

the conversation going until

« If you can call 911, please do.
help arrives.

CALL IF YOU CAN. TEXT IF YOU CAN'T.

WE ARE HERE TO HELP.
* HENDRY COUNTY 911 — PROTECTING AND SERVING OUR COMMUNITY.

For More Information Visit: PREPAREHENDRY.COM

% LIVE IN CONCERT! % e ’
2026-2027 < Rotary =

Club of LaBelle

N (]W

THE ROLLING

! | STONES //

REAT MUSIC
) GREAT FOOD |
4 LIHFURG[HAB[E NIGHTS

)
=~ NOVEMBER 14, | 9:30AM- | MORE THAN

2026 | 3:30pm

HENDRY COUNTY
SPORTS COMPLEX

845 FORREY DRIVE, LABELLE
Shap Local. Support (//mznuuu’f(/ Make an Impact!

CONTACT HOLLY KOBIE AT (239) 707-6140

holly.kobie@labellerotaryclub.com
0 FOR MORE INFORMATION

) 1323 LOBLOLLY BAY RD | rouonus
FL. 33935 s
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HENDRY COUNTY EMS

HIRING:

INTERESTED IN
JOINING OUR TEAM?

EMT’S, PARAMEDICS
& FIREFIGHTERS
e

WORK-LIFE BALANCE

Portland Schedule

(1day on/ 3 days off/ 2 days on/3 days off)

COMPREHENSIVE
BENEFITS

PAID VACATION
Sick Leave
Paid Holidays

COMPETITIVE PAY

® starting EMT Pay: $52,900.00

@ Starting Paramedic Pay: $61,900.00

@ $10,000 Incentive for Fire Il Certified
Personnel

CLINICAL EXCELLENCE
Regional Progressive Protocols

ADVANCED EQUIPMEMT
® Hamilton T1 ventilators
® uescope video Laryngoscopes

@ vww.hendryfla.net
° 1050 Forestry Division Road Labelle, FL
. 863-674-4075

H SAVING LIVES, BUILDING CAREERS INHENDRY COUNTY

WEDDING EXPO

AT MUDGE RANCH —— '
°’*¥\ n\u ’%\
OCTOBER 25, 2026 + 1-4 PM

SN v & 5 & Ao [
TOUR THE VENUE & {
RANCH PROPERTY MEET AMAZING FREE ADMISSION +

Explore ceremony and reception WEDDING VENDORS
spaces, beautiful photo locations,
and picture your dream

wedding at Mudge Ranch.

RESERVE YOUR TICKETS

1323 LOBLOLLY BAY ROAD

S
cf‘i

®,

Use a battery-operated
candie or glow-stick in
J jack-o-lanterns.

9
e

eeex o7 SPARKY.ORG
! ! F18 MORE $POCY TR
™ A g

with candles in them.

50A vQ\s " ﬁ:EL‘
FIRE'SAFETY TIPS

Teach children to stay away from
open flames including jack-o-lanterns

Make Halloween safe
for your little monsters
a few easy safety tips...

Dried flowers, cornstalks and crepe paper
catch fire easily. Keep all decorations away

J from open flames and other heat sources
like lightbulbs and heaters.

®

Remember to keep exits clear of decorations
so nothing blocks escape routes. Make sure
all smoke alarms in the home are working.
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b

e
S
-

RUNK ™7,
) ]

TREAT <77

SHOP DOWNTOWN ))""3‘.‘
FALL FESTIVAL w
Come and Join Us! \\ﬁ

315t October | 10AM-2PM
Barron Library

”label

& Party Rentals

‘v

\

R (e e

‘ ¥
)

\

The Greater §
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NORTH FORT MYERS &
NORTH OLGA EVENTS

And Services

OCTAGON WILDLIFE SANCTUARY

41660 Horseshoe Road ¢ Punta Gorda, FL
33982 - 239-543-1130

Tiger Viewing Lion Viewing Guided Wildlife Tours Bear Encounte|
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* CRACKER DAY *

Your sponsorship helps us invest in the
next generation of rodeo champions and - o y GIVEAWAYS, FREE ADMISSION, HEALTH SCREENINGS, VENDORS, FOOD TRUCKS, AND TIKI GOLF CART RIDES

keepﬂleu'ad(erwnbwhermdive'

[ ADDED MONEY W  BUCKLE ‘ I awarDs

: SPONSOR I SPONSOR “‘ SPONSOR
K800 T *$2100 * | *x$2000 ~
[ K $200 o | Il -mmdiarewgniﬁmm
i K $300 catammes || I -zwrm:mry

| K $00 TR s || i

b || » Banner hung in the arena
% $500 :'.;".::.;m‘ o LyearPosse memborship ||

*$1000 i

ln.y‘lmlhv-l’qm-‘
+ 1 year Posse membership

BUSINESS DISPLAYED
AT BOTH CRACKER DAY
RODEOS

4, N
y TO SPONSOR OR FON MOI?E \ FURHI\T\DN CONTACT:

Family Fall Festival

Friday, Oct. 23 | 6-8:30 p.m.
North Fort MFyers Park

2000 N. Recreation Park Way, North Fort Myers, FL | (239) 533-7200

Gourds, ghouls and good times at this free family event for
all ages. Games, candy, music, photo booth and costume
contest.

Monster Mash Bash

Friday, Oct. 24 | 6:30-9:30 p.m.

Veterans Park & Recreation Center
55 Homestead Road S., Lehigh Acres, FL 33936 | (239) 533-7530

Little ghouls and goblins can explore a trick or treat trail,
music and games during this free family-friendly event!
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FOR EVERYONE!

Are you a 4-H member ages 8-18 and showing a
livestock animal? You will need to ensure that
your ethics is up to date in order to show at our
local livestock shows.

2024/2025 Youth Livestock Show Ethics and Animal Care Workshop
2

If you’re in need of an ethics class, please visit
For a list of available virtual and in person workshops, please visit the website. Note that new workshops are being FlOFIda State Falr AngbUSIHESS WEbSite at
added as needed. . . .
https://floridastatefairag.com/ethics/

WEBSITE:

https://docs. le. d d @—— : : o .
N BeCANAbeHE 0G- mpoLGDIVEIRCots | - Please note classes fill up quickly, and you as the
9220/edit 3 2 o . .
exhibitor/family are encouraged to stay on top of
Please note all youth must register to attend an ethics session. They are first come, first serve - don't wait to sign registration. For the fu” |iSt Of C|aSSES, please V|S|t
up! If these dates don't work in your families schedule, please see the master list for other dates available from . .
other counes! the Florida State Fair
Can't remember_if_vour Ethics Nu.mber is sli.H vuh'(.'l? Oor wha_t itis? lfyqll need your current number or have any
questions, please email us at Emily.Smith@FloridaStateFair.com or call (813) 627-4229. Website (thIS |S updated as ClaSSES are added)
_=b<. Calusa Waterkeeper e

July 29 at 8:29 AM - @
Our research is helping answer an important question: Do toxins produced by blue-green algae
become airborne?

In this WGCU Gulf Coast Life interview, leaders from Brain Chemistry Labs Labs and Calusa
Waterkeeper discuss newly published research, what the team found, what it means for Southwest
Florida, and the questions scientists are still working to answer.

Whether you live, work, boat, or recreate on our waterways, this conversation provides insight into an
emerging area of water quality and public health research.

s Listen to the full interview or read the transcript:
https://www.wgcu.org/.../researchers-develop-tools-to...

#WaterQuality #BlueGreenAlgae #Cyanobacteria #SouthwestFlorida #CleanWater
#CalusaWaterkeeper
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FLORIDA
= | ALLIGATOR SEASON.

1am a Life Scout working toward the rank of Eagle Scout, and | have T —
; : | Prepared. For Life. ¢
chosen to support the Southwest Florida Historical Society by
rebuilding their outdoor deck. This deck provides a welcoming space Tk yo foc conaidering f
for visitors, events, and educational programs that connect our 2 donation Io help matee \
this project a su

*  WE ARE SEEKING DONATIONS OF MATERIALS *

BOARDS (PRESSURE TREATED LUMBER) 0 SCREWS
LENGTH MITEYEL - ERIGRENGH: TOTAL USE a

o
Bt | 17 $20.28 $344.76

12t 17 $15.18 $258.06
I {

8ft 12 $10.18 $122.16

‘ @ PROJECT MATERIALS TOTAL (ESTIMATED)
Total for wood: ~ $730.00 | Total for screws: $64.00
3 T\
@~ @i Quu ik | ===
b Jgete ( "'} HEAR BABY GATORS” BACK AWAY MOM MAY BE NEARBY |
J REACH ME AT: PARTNER WITH ME W= e AT N )T
& O Fank tho!

~ FOR YOUR SUPPORT ——
AN BUILD A BETTER FUTURE BY RESTORING OUR PAST. %

$788.98

GRAND TOTAL ’

East Lee Wildlife

SPECIES

Stewardship Group

THIS 1S MY HOME

DISTURBANCE BY HUMANS OR
PETS IS PROHIBITED

D O n a te od a ° FLORIDA ADMINISTRARYE CODE CH. 620-2
I ° FLORIDA STATUTES CH. 58

&\nl. e~ S

https://www.paypal.com/US/fundraiser/charity/5100941

Contact https://www.facebook.com/james.kennedy.96155
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South Florida Wildlands Association

a non-profit organization dedicated to the protection of
wildlife and habitat in the Greater Everglades.

https://www.southfloridawild.org/ https:/

C/‘ \\ l_ L ’,S/‘ \
WATERKEEPER®

Ranger Academy - Fall 2026 Session
Open Enroliment

Session Schedule

Module 1: Ranger Program Introduction
Saturday, September 12, 2026 | 9:00 am - 12:00 pm

Module 2: Advocacy
Saturday, September 26, 2026 | 9:00 am - 2:00 pm

Module 3: Pollution & Monitoring
Saturday, October 3, 2026 | 9:00 am - 2:00 pm

Module 4: Restoration
Saturday, October 24, 2026 | 9:00 am - 2:00 pm

Location

Six Mile Cypress Slough Preserve
Multi-Purpose Room
7751 Penzance Blvd
Fort Myers, FL 33966

Ranger Academy Training is 3 science-based educational program for citizens
interested in playing an active role volunteering to help Calusa Waterkeeper
profect and restore our Southwest Florida waterways. Training is facilitsted
through a combination of classroom lectures, inter-active breakout activities
and hands-on field experiences. Participants will learn how fo identify and
manitor water pollutanis, increase public awareness about water quality and
advocate for clean water across our jurisdiction.

Participants must attend all courses and complete each in-field training
experience to become a cerlified Calusa Waterkeeper Ranger.

Enrollment in the Ranger Academy Training program is a $125 donation
that helps to cover the cost of the educational materials. Upon
successful program completion participants will receive a certificate of
completion, an Annual Membership and a CWHK Ranger Baseball hat.

prog
playing an active role volunteering to help
Calusa Waterkeeper protect and restore our

R Acas Training is a science-based ~ -
9 ogw Acacemy Walag b axclomcntaned (= /SORN TO REGISTER =

) Southwest Florida waterways.
Enroll in the Ranger Academy Training
program is a $125 donation that helps cover
the cost of educational ials and includs
an annual CWK Membership,
-_—
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How to Prepare for a Hurricane: FPL Safety Tips

Submitted by Florida Power & Light Company

‘ROAR

Safety is the cornerstone of FPLs
commitment to our customers and
employees. It is not a matter of if, but
when the next hurricane will hit our
state, which is why it’s important to
be proactive in planning for the six-
month-long hurricane season.

Whether you're a longtime Florid-
ian or new to the state, having a plan
in place is the best way to stay safe
this storm season. Below is a list of
what you can do before, during and
after a storm.

What is a Hurricane Emergency
Plan?

Determine whether your home or
business is located in a flood or evac-
uation zone and review local evacu-
ation routes.

Consider whether you will shelter
in place at your home or evacuate,
as well as where you would go and
whether you need a separate plan
for pets.

The Division of Emergency Man-
agement recommends that drivers
keep their gas tanks at least half full
throughout hurricane season. Electric
vehicle (EV) owners should aim to
maintain a charge between 50% and
80% at all times.

Reach out to your local emergency
management office if you or anyone
you know has special medical needs,
in case of evacuations. Apply for our
Medically Essential Service designa-
tion if someone in your home relies on
electric-powered equipment.

What Should a Hurricane Emer-
gency Kit Contain?

Build an emergency kit with
non-perishable food, bottled water,
flashlights, batteries, medications,
and a first-aid kit.

Determine your backup power
source. Don't forget phone chargers,
power banks, and a waterproof con-
tainer for important documents.

Don't forget information such as
insurance policies, health cards, birth
certificates, Social Security cards,
a list of emergency contacts, and a
recent copy of your FPL bill.

How to Prepare Your Home for a
Hurricane?

Move patio furniture and outdoor
items indoors, fasten doors and win-
dows, and cover valuables and fur-
niture with plastic and move away
from windows.

Turn off and unplug unnecessary
electronics, including pool equipment,
and set your refrigerator and freezer
to their coldest settings to keep food
fresh longer during an outage.

DO NOT attempt to trim trees
or vegetation near overhead power
lines yourself - only hire qualified,
line-clearing professionals to trim
trees and other vegetation near power
lines. Visit FPL.com/trees for more
information on our tree trimming
policies.

Look up and note the location of
power lines before you begin working
on a ladder. Be sure that any ladders
or scaffolds are far enough away so
that you - and the ends of the tools
you're using - don’t come within 10
feet of power lines.

What are the Important Safety
Steps After a Hurricane?

If you're planning to use a porta-
ble generator, read and follow all the
manufacturer's instructions. Be sure
to set it up outside - not in your home
or garage - and connect appliances
directly to it. Do not wire your gener-
ator directly to your home's breaker
or fuse box, as the power you generate
may flow back into power lines and
cause injuries.

Stay far away from and do not
touch any downed power lines or
flooded and debris-laden areas that
may be hiding downed power lines.
If you see damaged electrical equip-
ment, please call 911.

How Can Floridians Stay Informed
After a Storm?

Bookmark FPL.com and save
1-800-4-OUTAGE (1-800-468-8243)
to your cell phone to report and check
the status of your restoration.

Stay informed by following your
local news and FPL's social media
pages for updates on storm conditions
and heed warnings.

Facebook: @fplconnect

Instagram: @insidefpl

X: @insideFPL

FPL (Florida Power & Light
Company) works year-round to be
ready for severe weather and urges
customers to prepare by making

safety a priority this storm season.

For more tips, visit FPL.com/storm.

: @ Florida Center for Government Accountability

PROVIDING SUPPORT AND ASSISTANCE FOR CITIZENS AND INVESTIGATIVE JOURNALISTS WORKING FOR GOVERNMENT
TRANSPARENCY AND ACCOUNTABILITY IN FLORIDA

The Florida Center for Government Accountability gives citizens the necessary tools and information to engage government
officials more effectively by helping them better understand what is happening in their local communities and the effect big
money has on local politics.

Traditional news outlets, particularly at the local level, face pressures never before seen and are increasingly unable to
meet the informational needs of the public due to limited and dwindling resources.

Florida has the most progressive open government laws in the nation, yet citizen and media demands for public records too
frequently result in questionable agency-imposed rules and restrictions and unlawful delays and denials. Also, the lack of
accessibility of accurate reporting and over accessibility of inaccurate and biased information on or through the internet

and social media more often results in misinformation, rather than accurate and well-researched facts. Citizens need access

to reliable, fact-based, non-partisan information in order to hold government accountable.

NICK PENNIMAN, PRESIDENT, NAPLES, FL
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INTERACTIVE Crime Location Map for

Lee County

https://www.sheriffleefl.org/crime-map-2-0/

Updated constantly

Fatherhood Mentors & Volunteers of Lee
County, Florida

Sean Ryan, Fatherhood Mentors & Volunteers Administrator,
nearbyclinic@hotmail.com

Joshua Krakow, Active Dads Administrator

Single Dads Outreach has leadership opportunities on its Advisory
Council for professions, retired or active, in the fields or social work,
law enforcement, corrections and education. In addition, Single
Dads Outreach services include mentoring from prior, seasoned
fathers. Please contact www.SingleDadsOutReach.org or your local
United Way in Lee County to learn about these volunteer opportunities.
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Your Best Friend is
Waiting

Lee County Domestic Animal Services
(LCDAS) has lovable pets of all ages, sizes

and breeds waiting to meet you. Every

adoption includes spay or neuter surgery,
age-appropriate vaccinations, a microchip

and a county pet license, making adoption

both simple and affordable. Whether you're !
searching for a playful puppy, a calm senior %2 '
or something in between, your new best :
friend may be just a visit away.

Click here to learn more or visit
leelostpets.com to browse adoptable
animals today!

Calusa Humane Society and Veterinary Clinic
s& % Sponsorship Spotlight ¥ s

We are thrilled to announce that NASCAR’s very own Ross "Melon Man" Chastain @ has stepped up
as a Tailwagger sponsor!

You might've just seen him at the Daytona 500!

His generous donation will make a huge difference in the lives of rescue animals, and we couldn't be
more grateful. %3 (&)

Be sure to cheer him on this season—because he's not just winning on the track, he's winning for the

paws! %, @ B3
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protect and preserve the rights and liberties of all people in the United States

. i
& KEEP AMERICA == -

.SAFE&FREE v ALLOFUS.

https://www.aclufl.org/

FOR
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Did you know? Criminals can try to steal your home or property by illegally recording a
fraudulent deed.

HELP PROTECT Sign up for free Property Fraud Alerts and get notified
» .YOUR PROPERTY within 24 hours if someone tries to file a fraudulent deed or

SIGN UP FOR mortgage in your name.
FREE PROPERTY

FRAUD ALERTS

https://www.facebook.com/leeclerkofcourt

SCORE South West Florida

SCORE #/

®

FOR THE LIFE OF YOUR BUSINESS

2201 Second Street, Suite 500, Fort Myers, FL 33901
(239) 533-3102, ch.admin0219@scorevolunteer.org

Serving Lee and Hendry Counties

We provide free and confidential one-on-one business counseling by
phone, email, and in-person in Lee and Hendry counties We also
conduct workshops for both start-up entrepreneurs and seasoned
small business owners. SCORE is a fully independent private 501-3C
non-profit with accountability to and some funding from the SB
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Hajor Williarm M- Footrmar
Sons of Confederate Veterans

Camp 7950, Fort Myers, Florida
Consider joining us at our monthly meeting every 4th
Saturday at

Smoke'n Pit Bar-B-Q, 1641 N. Tamiami Trail, North Ft. Myers, Fl 33903

Lunch and fellowship - 11:00am, Meeting - 12:00pm

Brigade Commander: Sean McFall

We care for local grave sites of

Find out more about us aﬁ Confederate Civil War and
United States veterans of all
Camp Adjutant: Gerald W. Shell, email: adjutant@ camp1950.flscv.org wars

https://www.camp1950.flscv.org/

In Lee County, parents working through addiction, job loss, or instability need encouragement, not
judgment. Become a mentor and help them reach goals like safe housing or steady work. Just 1-2
hours a week can change the future for a whole family.

better
together

Lee County
families need
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The Great Calusa Blueway
Paddling Trail

A 190-mile marked canoe and kayak trail that
meanders through the coastal waters and inland
tributaries of Lee County, Florida. It attracts
everyone from first-time kayakers to advanced paddlers and is home to abundant
marine life, shore birds and crustaceans.

https://www.fortmyers-sanibel.com/calusablueway

www.RichAndLaurielnSouthFlorida.com

Listen to the Podcast and follow on Youtube, and
more!

For information on where to go and what to do in
SWFL!

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvcRaJr9jghdQOgsnU2B6Pw

is not only a hands-on training ground for those searching
for help in tropical agriculture, but also an educational tool
to make the public aware of hunger related issues and the

% E ( I I O® answers there are to alleviate malnutrition and starvation.
17391 Durrance Road, North Fort Myers, FL
Reducing Hunger, Improving Lives ~ 33917 | 239.543.3246 | info@echonet.organce
Worldwide https://www.echonet.org

There are six fenced-in "Dog Parks" which allow for off-leash play. On-leash dog
walking is allowed at many locations (listed below).

Dogs must be accompanied by an adult and must remain on-leash at all times while walking in
the park. Find out more at: https://www.leegov.com/parks/dog-parks
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The Lee Board of County
Commissioners voted to acquire
four Tier 1 parcels for the
Conservation 20/20 Land

Acquisition Program:
« Nomination 656 - 27.9 Acres s = .':"‘
« Nomination 657 - 28.13 Acres ; ¢53 :! g - b ..';:_ 'lj
« Nomintaion 665 -10 acres PR - Gy P

« Nomination 143-2 - 3.5 Acres 3
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Interactive map from Lee County of ALL 20/20 preserves

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/f72a22abf3d7430fb0f
40362624f6c41l
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=\ ¢= CIVIL AIR PATROL

U.S. AIR FORCE AUXILIARY

JOIN US!

LEE COUNTY COMPOSITE SQUADRON

Adults Ages 19+ and Young Adults Ages 12-18
Non-Pilot, Pilot, Drone, Communications and Many Others
All Training Provided and No Military Experience Required

FORMATION MEETING - DEC 7TH « 10AM-12PM
Base Operations, 5200 Captain Channing Page Drive, Fort Myers, FL
Contact Lt. Jesse Spencer at jesse.spencer@flwgcap.us or 239-788-7820

VOLUNTEERS SERVING AMERICA! GoCivilAirPatrol.com
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[ NEwSLEYTER

www.FDACS.gov

435-7352 352-9832
1-800-HELP-FLA 1-800-FL-AYUDA

NOW WHAT DO | DO?
UNDERSTANDING THE FORECAST

There &5 a hurricane barreling directly toward yoar
area, and the forecast is being updatad hourly. How da
vou get ready. and when?

When a hurricane is threatening, vou must make the
decision to stay in your homse seek space in a Jocal
shelter, or drive miles awav. Staying local may be
advantageous (you're not fighting tratfic) but also has
its drawbacks (crowded shelters with Lttle privacy).
Use the guide below 1o be prepared whatever decision
you make.

5-DAY CONE ACTIONS
Wlhen your area @ in the 5-day cone of a hurricane
forecast, it indicates a high probability that the
hurricane will impact the region within the next five
days, This s & crucial moment to put your plans and
preparations into action.
* Review your family disaster plas,
o Get your dssster bocke] and important papers
ready
+ Begin work to prepare your home and yard.
o If you or & family member have special veeds, be
sure o implement your plan and, it needed, register
for a special needs shelter.

3.DAY CONE ACTIONS
As 2 storm moves coser to land, the accuracy of the forecast will increase, and residents should step up their
preparation with the following acticns:

« Double check your disaster bucket ardd make necessary purchases.

¢ Gather special suprlm for children, sentors and pets.

« Besure you have all the marerials and 100ls necessary o shatter windaows,

« If your plans are to evacuate, make arrangements, deak reservations and pack what you can in your vehicle.
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HURRICANE WATCH ACTIONS (48 hours ahead)

Prepare as if the storm is headed disectly for your borse. Be ready for a Hurricane Warning within a few hours,

« Fill your vehicles gas tank.

o Get casdy and secure important papers 2a¢ voluabio

o Refill medications

« Fill containers and tubs woith water, sven ¢ svacusting - you may need the water when you return

o Secure yard equipment and furnstare.

« Shutter your windows.

o If your plans are 10 evacuate the ares, secuse your home so vou can leave a4 s00m a5 an evacuation onder s issued.

. :’t;’\:il: plan 1o travel or be transported 1o 2 pablic shelter, be sure yoo bave evervthing you need in your disaster
el

HURRICANE WARNING ACTIONS (36 hours ahead)

o Be prepared for an evacuation ander 3o be issaed.

o Stay tuned 10 Jocal mews and pet your weather racio seadx

« Complete final preparations 1o evacuats of 10 shelter in your hame.

o If your plan is to travel out of the loca! 2502 and yoa caa leave 2 thes point, go

WHEN A HURRICANE STRIKES
Prepare for the storm before the armval of tropacal focce winds. When harricanes move onto land, the heavy rain,
strong winds, storm surge and crashing waves caa camage barlings, trees, cars and other infrastructure.

Along with hurricane warnings, metsorclogists peovide information aboat the pradicted category of 2 burricane at
landfall. There are five categories of harnicanes accosding 2o the Sific Simpsoe Hurncaoe Wissd Scale,

« Category | Hurricane - sustained wind spoods of 74-95 mugh Usat can produce some damage

Category 2 Hurricane - sustained wind spooeds of 96-1 10 mph that can cause extensive damage

Category 3 Hurricane - sustained wind speeds of 111125 mph that can cause devastating damage

Category 4 Hurricane - sustained wind spoods of 130 156 mph that can cause catastrophac damage

Category 5 Hurricane - sustained wind spoads of 1574 mph that casse catastrophic damage

KNOW
WHAT'S ON

YOUR BALLOT

Visit VOTES!. org for candidate info
and personalized voter guides.

by the League of Women Voters Education Fund
www.Vote41l 1.org
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“L’)) Big Brothers Big Sisters

®

All young people

e REAM of a bright
¢ future-one that's full of

POSSIBILITIES.

MENTORSHIP
MATTERS!

Today's mentee is tomorrow's
leader, so let's help them
shape a strong future.

Joinus fora to learn
more about becoming a MENTOR (BIG)

Contact Teresa Talt at 942-586-0707 | ttaft@bbbssun.org
JOIN US ON ZOOM AT:
https://uso2web.zoom.us/j/ 81091089176
Meeting ID: 810 9108 9176

-

S PROfECTING OUR LIVING COAST

~./\ A\
WATERKEEPER' STATE OF OUR WATER QUARTERLY SERIES

O B 1 e

Amber Crooks Matt DePaolis James Douglass, Ph.D. Jason Pim
— Florida % Al LIS A
o =< oD Sakidse

A collaborative forum exploring a October 10' 2026 E ‘ ',.. E]

one of Southwest Florida's most

9:30am - 11:30am '.‘_‘.; L
SSEA— 22 e

important coastal landscapes,
the Caloosahatchee estuary.

Sat, Oct 10 at 9:30 AM

Protecting Our Living Coast: State of
Our Water Quarterly Series

You are cordially invited to join us as regional
conservation organizations, scientists, and
the community come together to explore one
of Southwest Florida's most important and v...
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Give TIME. Give
MONEY. Give FOOD.

To make a donation, call
(239) 334-7007 or visit

Harry Chapin Food Bank

2 OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA

www.harrychapinfoodbank.org

We do our best to keep you all informed on where you can get food and how you
can help.

For Food pickup locations:

https://harrychapinfoodbank.org/?s=Food+locations

SWFL Crime Stoppers is NOT a substitute for
ViR G G DINENRIEY calling 9-1-1. In the event of an emergency,
— e il please call 9-1-1. Those who submit a tip are
SAY IT HERE! RLNUEFEIIEIIRMIIN called "tipsters” and will remain 100%
CLICK HERE TO SUBMIT A TIP atonymous. No caller ID. No recorded lines.
No tracking of phone calls. We want your
information, not your name!

Put simply it i3 a three-part approach to solving the crime problem. SWFL Crime Stoppers
relies on cooperation between our community, the media, and law enforcement to provide a
flow of information about crime, wanted fugitives and suspicious activities.

Mission

Volunteer Florida strengthens Florida’s

communities through national service,

Getting Involved As A Nature Volunteer in fostering volunteerism and leveraging

¥

http: )l'.volunteer.volunteerﬂorida.org/

Effective immediately, persons who are
experiencing homelessness (living outside, in a car,
or other place not meant for human habitation) and
seeking permanent housing resources in the Lee
County CoC should contact 239-533-7900, and select
options 1, 5, then 3, to complete a Coordinated
Assessment.
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The Florida IMMIGRANT Coalition asks that you copy and
print this information card to share with any person,
documented or not, you may know who may be in danger.

ICE and local enforcement of immigration policies have escalated in

Southwest Florida. Be aware of your rights.

WHAT TO DO WHEN
YOUR LOVED ONE WAS

PICKED UP BY ICE

First, report the raid!

Contact your local community organization if you have one and share the raid information. If you do not
know of any organizations, you can report the raid to the Immigrant Defense Project (IDP) at
212-725-6422. Be ready to provide details about the raid.

Second, retrieve your loved one’s information. It is important to have your loved one's
complete name, date of birth, country of origin, and their A-Number if possible. An A-Number begins with
an "A" and is followed by eight or nine digits. This is an identifying number issued by the Department of
Homeland Security for anyone who has had contact with any immigration agency.

Q: WHAT HAPPENS IMMEDIATELY AFTER ICE
DETAINS MY LOVED ONE?

A2 IFICE arrests your loved one, they will first be taken
to an ICE office for processing and then to a jail where
they will be detained. Families will often get a call from
their loved one a few hours after the arrest.

Q' HOW DO WE KNOW WHEN THE FIRST COURT
DATE WILL BE?

A2 If your loved one does NOT have an order of removal,

in most cases they will be placed in
removal proceedings, which means they can fight their
case in front of an immigration judge while detained. You
can find out when and where the court date will be by
calling the Executive Office for Immigration Review
(EOIR) Automated System at 1-800-898-7180 or by
risiting EOIR's d websi
https://acis.eoir.justice.gov/en/.

Q: HOW WILLTHEY GET ALAWYER?

A: Most detained people are unrepresented, because
the U.S. government does not provide an

immigration lawyer, even if the person cannot afford one.
In New York, some detained non-citizens will be
appointed an immigration attorney through the New
York Immigrant Family Unity Project (NYIFUP) after their
first court date but before their second court date. This
program provides a free attorney to individuals who are
detained and do NOT have a prior order of removal (see
the information sheet on NYIFUP included on page 27).
Important: if you hire

a private attorney before the first court date, you will be
disqualified from NYIFUP, even if you cannot afford to pay
that attorney in the future.

link to our ARCHIVE of ALL OTR issues https://www.ontheriver.org/archive
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Q: SHOULD WE TALK TO AN IMMIGRATION ATTORNEY
NOwW?

A2 If a loved one has an order of removal you should consult
with an immigration attorney right away. It is important to
determine whether the loved one already has a prior order of
deportation because they will be at imminent risk of deportation
and might need immediate attorney intervention.

= HOW LONG WILL THEY BE DETAINED?

A2 If a loved one qualifies for a way to legally stop the
deportation in court, they may be detained for many months
and sometimes years, all while fighting their case. Under
immigration law, some people qualify for a "bond hearing" within
the first few months to try and fight their case from the outside
while other people are not eligible. Even with a "bond hearing"
many people will not be released or they may not be able to
afford the bond amount set. Families should make financial plans
in order to have money ready for bond and support themselves,
for a potentially

long period of time, without their loved one's income.

Q: HOW CAN | VISIT THEM AND SEND THEM MONEY?

Al Each jail has different rules. Specific updated information
can be found here: https:/www.ice.gov/detention-facilities. In
the following page you can find information for the most
common detention centers.

)2 CAN WE PREPARE NOW WHILE WAITING FOR COURT?

A2 Yes. There are documents that the family can start to
collect that may help. In addition, if the loved one had an
ongoing obligation to report (maybe to criminal court to pay a
fee, probation, a rehabilitative program, etc.), it is important to
let the point of contact for that reporting know that your loved
one is detained. This can be a long to do list- and a great way for
organizers or community members to support the family through
this process.
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Community of Care

How Heart Wounds Heal EE %T;%}Iz)

A group experience to bring healing to wounds of the heart— \\““Me,'di”

MINISTRIES

emotions, spirit, soul—from the unique hurt, trauma or loss
experienced by many in their lives.People experiencing deep
hurt of all kinds may find relief, reassurance and healing in this
offering of care.

Often,those with heart wounds experience exhaustion,

increased irritability or, feeling overwhelmed, isolated, or

weighed down by grief or seemingly unending need.
——

These reactions require the security of a safe fellowship space

to facilitate healing. The group will be led by compassionate, 12 Tuesdays
faith filled facilitators who are trained in Bible based trauma 3/4-5/20
healing.
Time: EST
Together, we will make a safe space for group members to: 6:30 - 8:00
» Discover what the Bible says about those who hurt —

« Learn about heart or soul hurt and its effects
Experience being heard and valued
* Release some emotional pain
« Build resilience for the future

Email for Regiatration
HurtMending@gmail.com
or
Follow us on
Eventbrite

HurtMending Facilitators:

Tee Ormiston, Adult and Generational Trauma Facilitator/Trainer
George Ormiston, Adult and Generational Trauma Facilitator/Traine
Register at: Eventbrite
Contact: HurtMending@gmail.com
Grace for Registration fee waived by emailed request

h Trauma Healing HunMendi{'ir'm'swo'?mg‘ ——
INSTITUTE JLCORNOIALOIEN It AMERICA
BIBLE
SOCIFTY

\\ 'y
S~

NOW HIRING

NING TEACHERS
STRATORS

Child Care of Southwest Florida is now hiring full and part-time positions at our
locations across Lee County and our centers within Lee County schools.

Current Locations

* Children's Garden of LaBelle, LaBelle

* Joseph H. Messina Children’s Center, Fort Myers

* P.A. Geraci Development Center, Fort Myers

© The Children's Learning Center, Fort Myers

* The Community Children’s Center, Lehigh Acres

 G. Weaver Hipps Early Learning Center, Lehigh Acres

Opening Soon

In-School Early Learning Centers
Harns Marsh Middle, Buckingham

# Bonita Springs Middle, Bonita Springs

* San Carlos Park Elementary, Fort Myers

 Ray V. Pottorf Elementary, Fort Myers

* Pelican Elementary, Cape Coral

SCAN THE QR CODE
to explore career opportunities and apply for
open positions online or call (239) 320-7799

%j Big Brothers
Big Sisters.

OF THE SUN COAST

Y V" We're
Hiring

JOIN OUR TE

BECOME A MENTOR MANAGER- MAKE A
DIFFERENCE TODAY!

« Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Sun Coast is seeking an
outgoing, experienced Human Services professional
with a passion for working with youth in the role of
Mentor Manager.

« BBBS Sun Coast is an Agency that promotes the
mentoring relationships between Bigs and Littles for®
the purpose of igniting the potential in each child * ¢ ¢
served. o o o

JOIN OUR MISSION APPLY AT Y S
» bbbssun.org B
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FGCU Community & Public Health
Nursing Students

BREAST
CANCER
AWARENESS

Promoting understanding, early detection,

FGCU Community and Public Health Nursing Shdenx

and inf d health decisions
" October 2026
What Is Breast Cancer? in
LT : : . from friends or activities. Signg Vet realf:
Breast cancer is a disease in which cells in the breast grow out of control. . or . Ww
Breast cancer is the most common cancer among American women. For many . mﬁ mm : M“‘ g
women, mammograms are the best way to find breast cancer early, whenitis w about feeling hopeless or o ng I.‘w,u
easier to treat. Mammograms can find cancer before it is big enough to feel or . salf-harm. . NErvous, ar
calisa Syroptoms. + Claims such as“l don't want to be here.”
+ There are many different types of breast cancer.
« Some types grow quickly, while others develop slowly. If you see samelhmg, SI‘.I)" somelhmg.
Check in. Listen. Speak up. Help connect someone with support.
'ﬂ—' Speak Up:
Common Tips to Boost Mental Health: o
How to Lower S O aﬁm worse, or
- dlﬂ‘dd, TH‘.
Symptoms: Your Risk: + Stay active. you trustor a rw&nﬂ
There are different symptoms of *
breast cancer, and some people You can do things to help lower your *
have no symptoms at all. breast cancer risk. *
.

Symptoms can include:
Keep a healthy weight and be

Any change in the size or the
physically active.

shape of the breast.
@ Pain in any area of the breast. Choose not to drink alcohol. or
drink alcohol in moderation.

Nipple discharge other than

breast milk. If you are taking hormone
A new lump in the breast replacement therapy or birth
or underarm. control pills, ask your doctor

about the risks.

FGCU Community & Public Health Nursing

Preventing Osteoporosis -

o NORMAL OSTEQPOROSIS A diet rich in calcium and
Osteoporosis is disease where PR vitamin D supports bone health
components of your bones are prass @'-“ i ’
P ! ‘%’“&d =) - Dairy Products
lost too rapidly or not @ v&* ,/ - Leafy Green Vegetables I
replenished quickly enough. M‘f'?'.@ &7 o - Fortified Foods such as
i ; orange juice and cereal
-
Ostec?porosus cffe(;‘(s (e - Nuts and Beans L
approximately 10 million LA TN - Prunes
Americans, and up to S50% of ﬁs-,i%. - Fatty Fish like salmon,
women are at greater risk and g tuna, cod I
may experience an AR - Eggs
osteoporosis-related fracture. e
<

It is important to maintain strong bones through regular weight-bearing exercise, such as walking or
jogging, and resistance exercises. Avoiding smoking and limiting alcohol can further reduce bone loss.

Osteoporosis | Johns Hopkins Medicine. (nd). hittps;
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LEAGUE oF WOMEN VOTERS

Events
free — public invited

SignUp Now

Lﬂ:a AGUE oF WOMEN VOTERS

REGISTER
Saturday, October 3, 2026, Sam-12pm
fiyer
Ballot Measures for Florida and Lee County
and
Meet and Greet Lee County Candidates
Collaboratory, 2031 Jackson 5t Fort Myers 33801 and wirtual

9:00am Registration and Networking

9:30am Florida and Lee County Ballot Measures
Florida—Proposed Florida Constitution Amendments
Budget Stabilization Fund
Exemption of Tangible Personal Property on Agricultural Land from Tazation
Save our Homes from Excessive Property Tazes

Lee County—Proposed Lee County Amendments
Term Limits for Constitutional Officers
Single Member Districts for BOCC
Merger, Mosquitc Control, Lee County and FME
Merger, Fire Control and Rescue, Lee County and FME
Fort Myers Beach Charter Amendments

10:30am Meet and Greet Lee County Candidates

Register for in-person and virtual
hitps:i 2268 allotMeasures. eventirite.com
A zoom link will be emailed to registrants
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@ Collaboratory

Your Community Foundation

Because we are entrusted with our donors’' philanthropic funds, our first priority as a community
foundation is responsible stewardship of these gifts. We are diligent at managing donor funds,
guiding investments with oversight from our board of directors and finance committee, adhering
to strict investrent policies with an eye on long-term growth, keeping donor intent, and granting
with the greatest return on investment in our community.

Ly ot
i
ne_,:::ét . 3:'.'?:1.'

8] B
o LIS T
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Thursday, November 5th
0:0¢( 1-12:30 pm
East County Regional Library
881 Gunnery Rd.
Lehigh Acres, FL 33971

Licensed Since 1984

ISCORTTAN
-
LS Division

Sponsors

Goodwill[J

Southwest Florida

Amber Crooks Matt DePaolis James Douglass, Ph.D. Jason Pim
Senior Environmental Policy Environmental Policy Director,  Professor, Florida Gulf Coast Board President and
Manager, Conservancy of  Sanibel-Captiva Conservation  University, Board Member Advocacy Chairperson,

Southwest Florida Foundation Calusa Calusa

e

Florida Yz
Gulf Coast
University

j=t ]
CONSEIANC - WATFRKFEPER
Join us as regional conservation organizations, scientists, and the
community come together to explore one of Southwest Florida's E]

5400

most important and vulnerable coastal landscapes: the estuary at
the mouth of the Caloosahatchee River

ot

Together we will examine why this place is so ecologically
significant, how it has changed, the development and policy
deci: ing its future, and the conservation opportunities

FREE RSVP

that st

=1 October 10, 2026
9:30am - 11:30am

(©) shell Point | Tribby Arts Center
1728 On Par Blvd.
Fort Myers, FL 33908

@) “?
—W—Mobile Health Services ,

YOUR ROUTE TO BETTER HEALTH™ '

Healthy
Mamas
Stronger
buiu!)

5(19'({!1
Futures

v

FREE COMMUNITY EVENT

SUPPORT @ HEALTH @ RESOURCES
Saturday, October 17, 2026
@ 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM

10676 Colonial Boulevard, Unit 20
Fort Myers, Florida 33913

» i A (]

» ' »

3 SCAN TO
PRE-REGISTER
AT
: ;

" b Health Screening  Free Diapers & Wipes  Pre-Registration
& Required After Screening Required

He Families

Mobile Health Ser@s N
<

YOUR ROUTE TO BETTER HEALTH

October 2026 Mobile Medical Clinic Schedule

‘nothing for care. meet kironbe it
Tuesday, October 62 Tuesday, October 20th
Kairos SDA Church Community Cooperative
10:00 am to 1:00 pm
9:00 am to 1:00 pm 3429 Dr Martin Luther King Jr Bivd 54403
Driv FL Fort Myers, FL33916.
Thursday, October 8th Wednesday, October 21st
Pine Manor C: ity Center Gladiolus Food Pantry
9:00 am to 1:00 pm 9:00 am to 1:00 pm
6547 Tonth Ave, Fort Myers, FL 33907 10611 Gladiolus Drive, Ft. Myers, FL 33908
d Wednesday, October 28th
Tuesday, October 13th & 27th St John Paul Villas Senior Housing
Life 9:00 am to 1:00 pm
Sate ol mwulwmmun':a-.um
9:00 am to 1:00 pm

..:.. ‘.K‘::-*:**' .
T censhine Hoalth "PAMPERED #/ -

Sunshine Health
9:00 am to 1:00 pm
80, L

Lo Ho s

10amto2 pm

RRIRR
Saturday, October 24*10 amto 2 pm

257 Jos! Bivd., Lehigh Acres, FL 33936

10676 Colonial Blvd, Suite 20, Fort Myers, FL 33913

i *  Mon. to Fri. 8:30 am to 5 pm --www.PremierMobileHealth.org
K = | (239) 222-1829 or (239)-288-7949
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PROTECT -
OUR PLANS

PROTECT OUR<AES
COMMUNITIES.
o

’
s
s 2%

LEARN THE PLAN ATTEND | CONTACTYOUR g
LOCAL MEETINGS | COUNTY CIWIISSIONERS s

Understand the Lee

Comprehensive Plan Show up, listen, Share your concerns and
and how changes may and make your voice ' urge local elected
impact your community. part of the conversation. ' officials to protect the

future of our communities.

DONATE

TOGETHER, WE CAN PROTECT OUR COMMUNITIES

FOR GENERATIONS TO COME
LeeCommunities.com info@leecommunities.com

& i TOGETHER, WE CAN PROTECT OUR COMMUNITIES FOR GENERATIONS TO COME. 4
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Alva Area FOOD
PANTRIES

Grace Church, Fort
Myers Shores

2nd Saturday every month

Food pick-up is by appointment.
Call the church office at 239-694-
2797 for information.

CALVARY NATIONS
ALVA Methodist Church Church

19850 Palm Beach Boulevard, Alva

Food Pantry @ Bethany House
Every Saturday, 3pm until supplies

. ) d @ ath
Food Pantry: 9am-12pm 2"° & 4" Wednesdays run out.

239-728-2277 239-7285566

MORE places to receive FOOD...
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LaBelle & Hendry County

The Salvation Army of LaBelle (Faith-Based)Address: 133 N. Bridge St., LaBelle, FL
33935 Phone: (863) 674-1441 Services: Food pantry assistance, emergency financial
aid, and hosting site for mobile food distributions

. LaBelle United Way House (Secular)Address: 133 N. Bridge St., LaBelle, FL 33935
Phone: (239) 433-7560 or (863) 675-5220 Services: General social services, emergency
food aid, and referral services for Hendry and Glades County residents.

Barron Park Mobile Pantry (Harry Chapin Food Bank) (Secular) Address: N. Bridge St.
& Park Ave., LaBelle, FL 33935Schedule: 2nd Tuesday of each month, 9:00 AM - 11:00
AM. Services: Drive-thru/walk-up mobile food distribution providing fresh produce,
protein, and shelf-stable goods. Bring photo ID.

Alva & Nearby East Lee County

Alva United Methodist Church Food Pantry (Faith-Based) Address: 21440 Pearl St. /
21330 N. River Rd., Alva, FL 33920 Phone: (239) 728-2277 Schedule: 2nd and 4th
Wednesday of each month, 9:00 AM — 12:00 PM. Services: Emergency food packages
for residents of the Alva area.

Fort Myers Shores Food Pantry (Secular/Community) Address: 14830 Palm Beach
Blvd., Fort Myers, FL 33905 (Serves the corridor directly west of Alva) Phone: (239)
693-0341 Schedule: 2nd Tuesday of each month, 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM. Services:
Emergency grocery assistance. Photo ID required.

Our Lady’s Cupboard / St. Vincent de Paul (Faith-Based) Address: 13031 Palm Beach
Blvd., Fort Myers, FL 33905 (Serves East Lee County/Alva area) Phone: (239) 694-3985
Schedule: Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, 10:00 AM — 12:00 PM. Services: Choice
food pantry providing non-perishables and fresh food options.

St. Martin de Porres Outreach Community (Faith-Based) Address: 4711 Palm Beach
Blvd., Fort Myers, FL 33905 Phone: (239) 693-4711 Services: Food pantry distributions
and hot meal programs serving eastern Lee County residents.

Some LaBelle Area Churches:
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Assemblies of God
915 Lake Manor Dr Labelle, FL 33935

(863) 675-0900

Carlson Memorial Church
310 Campbell St Labelle FL, 33935

(863) 675-0656

The Channel UMC Ft Myers/LaBelle
Fully ONLINE LIVE, Mondays, 7pm, EST

https://www.facebook.com/TheChannelUMC/

ZOOM LINK:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89527254110?pwd=bWEyL2

83YW9sck52R2V5UDVQTEJiIQTO9

Church of Christ Central
60 Hendry St, Labelle, FL 33935

(863) 675-4796

Eastside Baptist Church
1110 S Carlyle St, Labelle, FL 33935

(863) 675-3595

El Faro Assemblies of God of LaBelle
431 Bryan Ave, Labelle, FL 33935

(863) 675-5947

Grace Baptist

4200 Ne Eucalyptus Blvd, Labelle, FL 33935
(863) 675-3349

International Christian Fellowship

233 Clark St, Labelle, FL 33935

(863) 675-4227

Pentecostal Church of God
55 Orange Ave, Labelle, FL 33935

(863) 675-0938

LaBelle Assembly of God
915 Lake Manor Dr Labelle FL

(863) 675-0900

LaBelle First Baptist
330 N Main St, Labelle, FL 33935

(863) 675-2171

Our Lady Queen of Heaven Parish
355 S Bridge St, Labelle, FL 33935

(863) 675-0030

Christ Central LaBelle, Reformed
540 1st Ave LaBelle FL

(863) 675-2100

Good Shepherd Episcopal
1098 Collingswood Pkwy, LaBelle FL
(863) 675-0385

https//goodshepherd.dioswfl.org

Christ The King Lutheran

1362 Thigpen Rd, Labelle, FL 33935
(941) 675-2733

New Testament Assembly

60 Calhoun St, Labelle, FL 33935
(863) 674-0444

Paynes Creek Primitive Baptist

83 Campbell St, Labelle, FL 33935
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(863) 675-1435

Saint Matthews Missionary Baptist

929 Caloosahatchee Ave, Labelle, FL 33935
(863) 675-4451

Bethel Holiness

1153 Cornelia Dr SW, Labelle, FL 33935

Some Alva & Fort Myers Shores
Churches:

Church of Peace

814 Fordson Ave, Labelle, FL 33935(863) 674-0074
New Bethel Baptist

874 Suwanee Ave, Labelle, FL 33935

(863) 675-3205

Upper Room Church of God

345 S Bridge St, Labelle, FL 33935

(863) 675-7001

St. Vincent DePaul’s RC Church
13031 Palm Beach Boulevard, Fort Myers, FL 33905

www.stvincentftmyers.org 239-693-0818

Alva Methodist Church
21440 Pearl St. P.O Box 96
Alva, FL 33920

Alvamc@embargmail.com

www.alvamethodist.org 239-728-2277

Alva Church of God
21520 Park St, Alva, Florida 33920

239-728-2644

Liberation International Church
Avenue D, Charleston Park

Alva, FL 33920,

239-601-4870

New Hope Faith Temple of Jesus Christ
23210 Avenue D, Charleston Park

Alva, FL, 33920 239-770-4974

Buckingham Presbyterian Church
4241 Buckingham Road
Fort Myers, FL 33905

www.buckinghampc.org

Light of the Nations Filipino Congregation
19850 Palm Beach Blvd (at Calvary Church)
Alva, FL, 33920

239-728-5566

First Spanish Assembly of God Church
2219 Joel Bivd

Alva, FL

Countryside Wesleyan Church
17750 Palm Beach Blvd, Alva, FL 33920

239-368-3270

Calvary Nations Church
19850 Palm Beach Bivd
Alva, FL 33920

CalvaryChurchSwfl@yahoo.com

www.calvarynations.org  239-728-5566

First Baptist Church of Alva
2790 Joel Blvd, Alva, FL, 33920

www.alvabaptist.com 239-728-2034
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Grace Church, Ft Myers Shores
14036 Matanzas Drive, Ft Myers, Florida 33905 Rosa De Saron Assemblies of God

www.egracechurch.com 239-694-2797 13235 Palm Beach Bivd, Fort Myers FL

(239) 694-8777

Bethlehem Lutheran Church

14531 Old Olga Road, Victory Christian Center Assemblies of God
Fort Myers, FL 33905 11431 Palm Beach Blvd, Fort Myers, FL 33905
www.blcefm.org 239-694-3878 (239) 694-5131

Cielo’s Abierto’s Ministries
Olga Baptist Church 10721 Palm Beach Bivd, Fort Myers, FL 33905
2364 South Olga Drive (239) 297-6472
Fort Myers, FL 33905

www.olgabaptist.org 239-694-2012

info@olgabaptist.org

Crossroads Baptist
10721 Palm Beach Bivd, Fort Myers, FL 33905

(239) 693-2777

Fort Myers Shores Seventh Day Adventist
14830 Palm Beach Blvd, Fort Myers FL

(239) 693-0341

Olga-Fort Myers Shores Methodist
14036 Matanzas Dr, Fort Myers, FL 33905

(239) 694-2797

12 Step Programs along the
Caloosahatchee

Olga Baptist Because Alcoholics Anonymous was exclusive to people
who struggled with alcohol addiction, a vast array of
2364 S Olga Dr, Fort Myers, FL .
other programs were formed to aid and support those

3 33905
U in recovery from other addictive disorders. These

“P\QC(?VQIY 1sl'1ke‘wal]dng up a down esgalﬂfor (239) 694-2012 include the following groups:
You'e ot moving forward, you are going down

olgabaptistchurch@gmail.com

Any type of group you do not find listed below may be sought at this website: https://www.addicted.org/directory/category/lee-
county-3.html
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Before going to the meeting, confirm time and place by phone

ALVA:

Alva Community Center, 21471 N River Rd, Alva, FL
33920

-AA Way, 8pm Wednesdays, Big Book, OPEN

St. Matthews House, Cypress Creek & North River (rte
78) Roads, Alva

JillI's Place (for women) AND Justin’s Place (for men), 239-
687-7633 or intake@stmatthewshouse.org.

https://stmatthewshouse.org/whatwedo/justinsplace/jill
s-place-retreat-center

FORT MYERS SHORES:

St. Vincent De Paul RC, 13031 Palm Beach Blvd,
Fort Myers: Fort Myers Shores Group OStAH —
Tuesday, 8:00 pm

Calvary Assembly of God, 11431 Palm Beach Blvd,
Fort Myers:

-Night Owls OD — Saturday, 10:05 pm

LEHIGH ACRES:

-AA SUNRISE GROUP - MONDAYS, WEDNESDAYS,
FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS 7AM

705 Leeland Heights Blvd E, Lehigh Acres
(239) 275-5111

-AA MONDAY AT A TIME - MONDAY 6:30PM
5513 8th St W, Lehigh Acres

(239) 275-5111
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-AA CHAIR'S CHOICE - TUESDAY 6:30PM

5513 8th St W, Lehigh Acres

(239) 275-5111

-AA SPIRITUAL SEARCH GROUP - TUESDAY 8PM
705 Leeland Heights Blvd E, Lehigh Acres

(239) 275-5111

-AA THIRSTY THURSDAYS - THURSDAY 6:30PM
5513 8th St W, Lehigh Acres

(239) 275-5111

-AA HERE AND NOW- SUNDAY 6:30PM

5513 8th St W, Lehigh Acres, 33971,

(239) 275-5111

-NA HOPE WITHOUT DOPE - THURSDAY & SATURDAY
6:30PM

705 Leland Heights Blvd. E., Lehigh Acres,
(866) 819-5346

-AA LEHIGH SUNDAY NIGHT - SUNDAY 8PM
705 Leeland Heights Blvd E, Lehigh Acres
(239) 275-5111

-AA HEARD IT THROUGH THE GRAPEVINE - FRIDAY
6:30PM

5513 8th St W, Lehigh Acres

(239) 275-5111

-AL ANON MOVING FORWARD AFG - MONDAY 10AM
705 Leeland Heights Blvd E, Lehigh Acres

(888) 425-2666

-AA FIRST THINGS FIRST - MON-SUN 7AM

5513 8th St W, Lehigh Acres
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(239) 275-5111
-AA NOONERS - MON-SUN 12PM
705 Leeland Heights Blvd E, Lehigh Acres

(239) 275-5111

LABELLE:

Good Shepherd Church, (239) 275-5111, 1098
Collingswood Pkwy, Labelle

-AA-PORT LABELLE GROUP — ODH- SUNDAY 7PM
-MAKING THE EFFORT -OLbHD- MONDAY 7:00 PM

-AS BILL SEES IT- OD- SATURDAY 9:00AM

-WED BIG BOOK GROUP- OBBH- WEDNESDAY NOON

-OPEN DISCUSSION -ODH- FRIDAY 7:00PM

First Christian Church, Rte 29 & Ford Ave, LaBelle
-LABELLE GROUP-ODAH- THURSDAY 7:00PM
-STEP GROUP-Cst- TUESDAY 7:00PM

-Al Anon- AFG - THURSDAY 7PM

138 Ford Ave, Labelle

(888) 425-2666

-AA-THURSDAY 7PM

138 Ford Ave, Labelle

(239) 275-5111

-AA-MEETING AT THE INN - WEDNESDAY 7:15PM
Port LaBelle Inn, 1568 Oxbow Dr, Labelle

(239) 275-5111

NOT TODAY - MONDAY 6:00PM

133 N Bridge St, Labelle

(866) 819-5346

DRUG FREE

GUN FREE

SCHOOL ZONE

VIOLATORS WILL FACE SEVERE
FEDERAL, STATE AND LOCAL
CRIMINAL PENALTIES.

link to our ARCHIVE of ALL OTR issues https://www.ontheriver.org/archive
Link to our Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/groups/28647780714815753



https://www.ontheriver.org/archive
http://www.facebook.com/groups/28647780714815753

Issue 92, October 2026, Circulation: Over 1,500 subscribers, 12,000 social media readers

Oher 12 step or non-12 step recovery group

in the Alva area
(From Hendry
County Line to
Fort Myers
Shores, north
and south of our
river) please let
me know its
name, location
and the phone
number for
information to
list here.

TY

Kendewaltl@gmail.com

Recovery Meetings at Grace Shores

Meeting Time Meeting Type Location
The
Mondzay 12 Noon AA Open Lighthouse
Mondzay 7 PM Al-Anon Room 1
The
Monday 7 PM Men's AA Lighthouse
Monday 7PM CA The cafe'
The
[Tuesday 12 Noon AA Open Lighthouse
Tussday 7 PM Men's SAA Room 2
The
Community|
[Tuesday 7 PM Women's AA Center
The
\Wednesday 12 Noon AA Open Lighthouse
The
[Thursday12 Noon AA Open Lighthouse
The
Community
[Thursday 7 PM AA Open Center
Thursday 8PM AA Open Room 1
The
Friday 12:00 Noon Co-ed Lighthouse
Friday 12:00 Noon Al-Anon Room 1
The
Friday 7PM AA Big Book Lighthouse
The
Community
Saturday 7PM AA Speaker Center
The
Sundzy 7PM AA Big Book Lighthouse

Celebrate Recovery @ all 3 campuses

Dinner at 6:00, followed by large group then smali group meetings.

Monday 6:45-9pm

ICentral Campus

2415 Grand Ave., Fort Myers, FL 33901 l

Wednesday 6:30-8:30

IF!. Myers Shores Campus

14036 Matanzas Dr., Ft. Myers, FL 33905]

Friday 6:45-3°M

Icape Coral Campus
13 SE 21st PL., Cape Coral, FL 33990

The Lighthouse is located at 14006 Matanzas Dr. on the west end of campus. All other

meeting spaces are on the main campus at 14036 Matanzas Dr. If you have guestions or

would like someons from our Recovery Team to czll you, please call 239-684-2757
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Wednesdays @ Shores Campus
14036 Matanzas Drive, Fort Myers, FL 33905

Dinner at 6pm | Large Group at 6:30pm

Caregiver Respite

and Support
12:15-2pm
every 4th Friday

The challenges of being a caregiver of a loved one
can be demanding. We invite you to an afternoon
of support and care for you. We will serve you
and your loved one (if they are able to attend) a
delicious, free lunch. We have activities to
engage your loved one while you restore with
some relaxation and fun. This is monthly

s},w‘ gfgﬁ? gathering is free and open to any caregiver.

14036 Matanzas Dr. You can register by emailing Paula
pwinters@egracechurch.com or by calling the church at

239-694-2797 and leave a message. We will return your call.
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I have sponsored and recommended these well led and overseen groups for over 30
years in ministry -Ken DeWalt

https://www.griefshare.org/ https://www.divorcecare.org/

Find a DivorceCare support group

® In-Person [k Online

L1

It was the best thing I did for my kids and myself”

Melissa

PARERTING
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Important Phone Numbers & Websites

Foind Siae: = Share B Bookmark  [+] Feedback s Print

AGEMCY HORMAL BLSIHESS EMERGEMCY
Arnerican Rad Cross (Local Chaples) 239-Z78-401 239-778-341
Arsom Alert Hotline BOO-342-58A9 BOO-342-38R9
Blood Donor Centers BEE-3-DOMATE

Lee Memarial Blood Center 219-341-3331

Florida's Blood Centers 219-574-3170
Cape Coral Emergency Manag=ment 2319-573-1022 21
Cape Coral Palice Department (non-emergency ) 219-574-3223 811
Dept. of Financial Services {nsorance) 215-461-4001 BOO-32-STORM
Federal Emergency Management dgency BOO-621-3362 BOO-462-75B3
Florida Diwision of Emergency Management B50-413-9349
Fort Myers Police Department 2319-321-7700 311
Lee County Amimal Services 2159-531-7387 2159-531-7387
Lee Cownty Emergency Information Hotline ¢ United  239-433-2000 Fal|
Way 211
Lee Cownty Emergency Management 23%3-533-0422 23%9-533-0423
Lee County Govermment 23%9-533-2111
Lee County Health Department 233-332-950 23%9-332-951
Lee Cownty Public Safety & EMS 23%9-533-1911 g
Lae County Shenffs Office 233-A477-1000 g
Mobile or ManuTactwred Home Besidents B30-&17-1004
Hational Weather Service Tampa Bay B13-645-3321
Paizan Informatian BOO-232-1222 BOO-232-1222
Salvation &rmy, The 239-Z78-1551 239-778-1551
Sanibel Palice Deparbment 239-472-3111 am
Traffic Conditions in Flosida (Current) 11 11
United Way of Le=, Hendry, Glades & Okeechobee 2359-433- 1000 211
Counties
AGEMCY 'WEE ADDRESS
Community Emergency Response Teams wwnw ready. gav/cert
[CERT)
Department of Financial Services (nsurance]  www miyfloridscfo.com
Department of Homeland Security www dhs. gov/
Florida Lightning Safety www weather goe/safety/lightning
Mobile or Manufactured Home Besidents wwnw. flhsrmy. go imobilebame

American Sign Language Preparedness Videos  wwow leegov.com! publicsafety /emergencymanagement / plan

StarmReady www weather goe/stormready
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You can donate to a number of charities
that help Ukraine, including these
reported by Google as reputable charities

PRAYAEOR!

Ukrainian Red Cross Society, A long-
standing and trusted charity that provides
humanitarian aid and emergency response

- Come Back Alive Foundation, Provides
technology, training, and accouterments to the Armed Forces
of Ukraine

Razom for Ukraine, Provides humanitarian relief and
recovery, evacuates vulnerable populations, and advocates
for Ukraine

United Help Ukraine, A charity that has been awarded 4 stars
on Charity Navigator and Gold Transparency on Candid

Hope for Ukraine, A 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization
Other organizations that help Ukraine

World Central Kitchen Sunflowers for Peace
Caritas Ukraine Voices of Children

Vostok SOS
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Some of Forbes BEST 2025 CHARITIES TO SUPPORT:

Start by checking with your own church or social group.

_

American American Red Cross

Red Cross

https://www.redcross.org/

The Salvation Army
https://www.salvationarmyusa.org/

Partners In Health
https://www.pih.org/

©EARTHIUSTICE | cothustc

BECAUSE THEEARTHNEEDS Acoop Lawver Nt PS ://ea rt h] ustice .org/

}\'.‘J

The Nature Conservancy
https://www.nature.org/en-us/

TheNature
Conservancy

81
link to our ARCHIVE of ALL OTR issues https://www.ontheriver.org/archive
Link to our Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/groups/28647780714815753



https://www.ontheriver.org/archive
http://www.facebook.com/groups/28647780714815753
https://www.redcross.org/
https://www.salvationarmyusa.org/
https://www.pih.org/
https://earthjustice.org/

Issue 92, October 2026, Circulation: Over 1,500 subscribers, 12,000 social media readers

Venezuela Earthquake
Relief

A powerful earthquake has struck Venezuela, causing
widespread damage to homes, health facilities, and critical
infrastructure while disrupting essential services for affected
communities. As emergency responders assess the full extent

| ~ of the damage, many families are facing urgent needs for
medical care, clean water, food, shelter, and other lifesaving assistance. In response, local and
international nonprofits are mobilizing to deliver emergency relief, strengthen health services, and
support long-term recovery efforts. This list highlights highly rated organizations providing critical
assistance to people impacted by the Venezuela earthquake from emergency medical care and relief
supplies to recovery funding and support for vulnerable families.

Before you donate funds to ANY relief organization, Protect
Yourself

Give to established charities or groups whose work you know and trust.
Be aware of organizations with copycat names or names similar to reputable organizations.
Be wary of new organizations that claim to aid victims of recent high-profile disasters.

Do your research. Use the Federal Trade Commission's resources to examine the track record of a
charity.

Give using a check or credit card. If a charity or organization asks you to donate through cash, gift card,
virtual currency, or wire transfer, it's probably a scam. Learn more about this trick from the FTC.

Practice good cyber hygiene:

Don't click links or open email attachments from someone you don't know.

Manually type out links instead of clicking on them.

Don't provide any personal information in response to an email, robocall, or robotext.

Check the website's address—most legitimate charity organization websites use .org, not .com.

After a natural disaster or other emergency, carefully vet any contractors before hiring them to work
on your home or business.
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ON THE RIVER Alva Community Newsletter — Advertising Rates as of March 21, 2025

The FREE monthly online OTR E-Newsletter is circulated to 12,000+ readers including 1,500 individual
subscribers. We encourage all to share it as well.

Ads run full across the 9x11” OTR page, then down the fraction of the page you choose.
Advertising rates per each month :
% Page... one issue: $40.00, six issues: $30.00each, twelve issues: $25.00each
% Page... oneissue: $60.00, six issues: $50.00each, twelve issues: $40.00each
Full Page... oneissue: $100.00, six issues: $90.00each, twelve issues: $70.00each

Upon request we can format ads for you with WORD.doc copy and j.peg photos or logos. We can also scan any copy
and/or photos you provide to create a single j.peg of your ad.

You will receive a screenshot proof of the ad for your approval as soon as we have it formatted before its issue is
published. Lack of response to the proof will be considered acceptance.

Full payment for all issues contracted for is to be made by the 15th of the month preceding the first month in which the
ad is to appear, which is also the date the ad copy is to be received. Payments are to be by check made out to Ramona
DeWalt, noted: OTR.

CONTACT: Ken DeWalt, publisher, with any questions. kendewalt@ontheriver.org

Special thanks to all whose advertising and donations
support the mission of ON THE RIVER.
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