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Trish Petroskey 

Nov. 17 , the 

traditional date 

that the Lee 

County Board 

of 

Commissioners 

welcome a new 

member to the 

board, may 

change. If it 

does Alva, Inc. 

will  e-blast it 

out by email 

and post on 

Facebook. 

Request to 

receive Alva INC 

emails go to: 
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VOTE, Or 

NEVER 

complain. 

 

 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

City of LaBelle elects new mayor 
(TY Okeechobee News-Richard Marion) 

The City of LaBelle has elected a new mayor. Results from the Aug. 18 primary 
election posted by the Hendry County Supervisor of Elections show that 
incumbent Mayor Julie C. Wilkins was defeated by Vince Ross. 

Vince Ross earned 408 votes, while Julie C. Wilkins earned 291. Incumbent 
Jackie Ratica was successful in her re-election campaign as Tax Collector on 
the LaBelle City Commission. Ratica earned 359 votes, defeating Allen Pickles 
who earned 329 votes. 

“I am incredibly humbled and grateful for the trust you have placed in me 
tonight,” said Mayor-elect Vince Ross after his victory. Thank you to every 
person who voted, prayed for us, encouraged us, volunteered, shared our 
message, or supported Team LaBelle in any way. 

“I also want to thank Mayor Julie Wilkins for her years of service to our city 
and wish her and her family the very best,” continues Mayor-elect Ross. “She 
has dedicated years to this community, and I want to recognize her devotion 
and love for LaBelle.” 

Outgoing Mayor Wilkins thanked the community of LaBelle for the opportunity to serve them over the 
last 11 years. 

“It has been an honor and privilege to serve LaBelle these past 11 years, as a commissioner and 
mayor”, said Mayor Wilkins. “I am very grateful for the love, support and prayers I have received.  I 
thank God for all of you.” 

LEE COUNTY HENDRY COUNTY 

Bianca Burke Will & husband Vince 
Will, Mayor elect of LaBelle 
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Lee County considers big changes to development guidelines 
( TY WINK NEWS ) 

Lee County is considering significant changes to its 
land use codes, concerning some neighbors who fear 
that it could pave the way for development. 

More than 200 people attended a community 
meeting at the North Fort Myers Recreation Center on 
Tuesday night, August 25, 2026,  at 5pm to learn 
more. 

The county said the proposed changes to the Lee Land 
Development Plan are designed to increase efficiency 

and reduce unnecessary regulations, while maintaining public health, safety, and welfare. County 
commissioners directed staff to amend the Lee Plan, which is a long-range planning document that 
guides growth, land use, and development.  

The amendments will not increase allowable densities, according to a 
staff report. However, it would eliminate some Lee Plan goals 
designed to protect the rural character of areas like Olga, Bayshore, 
and Alva. 

The report said these areas would be moved under the Rural 
Community Preserves category. That protects the land from being 
converted to future urban or suburban areas. 

By consolidating the land under one code, staff said it's easier to understand and implement. 

"There's just a lot of opportunity to make it a more predictable document," said Mike Rozdolski, Lee 
County director of community development. 

However, the changes would eliminate some unique protections  - including that new developments in 
Buckingham's commercial district provide a minimum of 30% open space.  

The proposal would also eliminate public input requirements for the land development code 
amendment process, according to the report. 

That includes at least one public meeting for privately initiated applications that propose changing a 
community plan. That exceeds what's currently required under state law, according to the report.  

"They're going to eliminate a lot, and we're just going to become another Miami," Cheryl Fischer of 
Buckingham said. 

The county said it won't change the density or intensity of development. Rozdolski said the county has 
information and documents available online. 
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But with more than 100 pages, some say they're scrambling to understand what it means. 

"This couldn't be less clear," Michael Hannon of Matlacha 
said. 

The Lee County Planning Agency will consider the changes 
during a public meeting on Monday. 

It will then go through several committees and public 
hearings before county commissioners eventually vote on 
it. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Lee County Land Development staff “explain” 

major changes to the Lee County Land 

development Plan 
(Ken DeWalt-OTR) 

I arrived at the North Fort Myers Recreation Center about 
20 minutes before the 5pm meeting was to start on 
Tuesday evening, August 25. Folks were just beginning to 
gather in the lobby to sign in and write up their own 
comment cards which all were told to use as there would 
be NO comments or questions taken from the floor and all 
the cards would be compiled and addressed by the Lee 
County Land Development Team members making the 
presentation. 

The room filled to over capacity however the brown uniformed and armed 
police present allowed all to enter regardless.  An estimate of crowd size was 
over 200. 

The attendees were home owners of all types, from single wide trailers to 
$500k mansions and up. Environmentalists, conservationists, news media and 
Amanda Cochran, Lee County Commissioner-elect, having won her race against 
Trish Petroskey last week, was present. She will be sworn in to the commission 
in November. Beyond the County staff members there was no other 
commissioner or county representative present. 

The meeting was started only one minute late and concluded within its allotted 
hour. As announced there were no comments from the audience permitted. 
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There was only one low outburst from the people gathered 
when the proposed elimination of the current requirement for 
developers to hold public meetings with county residents 
about any type of development in their county area. This has 
been a normal procedure for decades and it is how local 
residents often are first made aware of development plans in 
the area in which they live. 

The presenter smiled and told the audience to ‘Be nice.” It 
was a smart way to be sure no comments from the crowd 
would be spoken or get out of hand. 

The public’s 
concern for this change is that without public input community led 
ideas for wise development local issues unknown to professional 
county staff will be missed. These are often items such as locally 
known animal populations and paths, hidden historical or 
archeological sites, and historical comments on flooding, pollution, 
specific traffic problems known only to local residents. 

There was a necessarily quick and very abbreviated presentation 
of the major changes throughout the proposed plan. Then a 
repeated request by the presenters for all present to read the 
entire 100 pages of the plan to better understand it was made, 
several comment cards were read and responded to and the 
meeting was adjourned. 

The comment cards were answered in this way: 

- Why are we just finding about your sending these major changes to Tallahassee for approval 
before we had a chance to comment on them? There will be 5 public meetings held which 
residents may attend at the county offices in downtown Fort Myers. These are routinely held 
during daytime hours. Go to www.LEEgov.org to find the notices. 

- Where are you planning to put a data center in Lee County? Only one, and it will be near FSW 
airport. 

- Will there be changes to rural zoning in this plan? None. 
- Will existing 20/20 land be affected? No. 
- Why will public meetings with developers be eliminated before the developer presents to the 

County Commission? The public has always been able to comment at open meetings of the 
commission and staff. All public meetings are announced following lawful guidelines in the 
newspaper and on the county website WWW.LEEGOV.ORG. Note: There is a three-minute rule 
for any comments and a tight limitation on what may be shared. 

To the best of my knowledge these were the only public comments addressed by the presenters. Also, 
though advertised, no questions were taken after the meetings adjournment. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

There were NO public questions taken at any time 
beyond the comment cards 

https://www.ontheriver.org/archive
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Hendry County would lose $16.7 million under property tax 
amendment 

(TY Lake Okeechobee News, Richard Marion) 

Local government in Hendry County is set to lose 
$16.7 million in revenue annually if voters approve 
the cuts to property taxes on the ballot this 
November. 

According to data released by the state of Florida’s 
Revenue Estimating Conference in June, local 
governments throughout the state will lose $12 
billion annually in revenue by early next decade. By 
2031-32, Hendry County's local governments would 
be looking at roughly $16.7 million a year in 
foregone non-school property tax revenue relative 
to current law. 

The Hendry County government absorbs most of that loss -- about $10 million -- once fully phased in.  
The county's independent special districts pick up nearly a $5 million loss. The City of Clewiston 
absorbs roughly a $1.27 million loss in revenue annually, while the City of LaBelle loses roughly 
$480,000. 

The dollar amounts are a fraction of what larger counties like Miami-Dade would see, with each 
looking at about a $1 billion in revenue loss. But smaller counties tend to run leaner budgets with less 
cushion to absorb recurring revenue loss, meaning a multimillion-dollar annual reduction can carry 
more relative weight locally, even if the statewide total is comparatively small. 

Florida lawmakers voted on June 2 to approve a constitutional amendment proposed by Gov. Ron 
DeSantis that would ask voters to begin phasing out property taxes on homesteaded homes. 

The proposed constitutional amendment would need approval from 60% of voters to take effect. If 
passed, it would gradually increase the homestead exemption on primary residences from $50,000 to 
$150,000 in 2027, then to $250,000 in 2028, after which it would be adjusted annually based on the 
Consumer Price Index. New Florida residents who arrive after Dec. 31 this year would have to wait five 
years before qualifying for the benefit. 

The proposal also required local governments to use remaining property taxes solely for core public 
needs, including public safety, education and schools, infrastructure, and natural resources. 

The amendment would also tighten protections for non-homestead properties by cutting the cap on 
annual assessment increases from 10% to 5%. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

https://www.ontheriver.org/archive


Issue 91, September 2026, Circulation: Over 1,500 subscribers, 12,000 social media readers 
 

- 10 - 

Access link to our ARCHIVE of ALL OTR issues from day 1:  
https://www.ontheriver.org/archive 

Lee County looking at overhaul of growth plan 
(TY News Press-Charlie Whiehead) 

Lee County commissioners considered a major amendment for the Southeast 
Lee Community Plan on Wednesday, August 19 that could pave the way for 
development. 

At a July 27 airing to the Local Planning Agency the proposed changes, meant to 
deal with 11 developer-proposed amendments received since 2023, the 
commissioner-appointed board gave the amendments a unanimous 4-0 
approval. 

All the developer representatives present at that hearing had praise for the 
amendments. Three environmental groups who attended see it differently. 

Slow down, say advocates 

“I plan to ask for a pause in the process to ensure that adequate evaluation occurs 
before any changes are made to the management of this sensitive area,” said Matt 
DePaolis, environmental policy director for the Sanibel-Captive Conservation 
Foundation. 

DePaolis told the Local Planning Agency when that advisory board 

recommended commission approval on July 27 that the county seems to be in a rush to say Yes to the 
11 developer proposals without any real evaluation of whether it should say Yes. 

DePaolis was not alone. Representatives from the Conservancy of Southwest Florida and Florida 
Audubon echoed his concerns. 

Now the South Florida Wildlands Association has joined in. The SFWA has already sued Collier County 
over the loss of panther habitat there. 

Focus shifts from Collier to Lee County 

“SFWA’s ongoing work on Florida panther conservation focuses on resisting rapid development across 
remaining rural lands in Southwest Florida — home to the last breeding puma population in the 
eastern Unit-ed States,” the group’s web site states. “Through public testimony, written comments, 
and engagement with decision-makers at the county, state, and federal level, SFWA has consistently 
warned that continued habitat loss — now reduced to less than five percent of the panther’s historic 
range in the Southeast U.S. — places the species on a direct path toward extinction.” 

“Absent meaningful policy change, SFWA anticipates further legal action to prevent 
irreversible harm to Florida’s most iconic endangered species.” 

In an email Matthew Schwartz, SFWA executive director, urged opposition to the 
amendment. He said the group’s focus on panther habitat loss in Collier County is 
shifting north. 

Trish Petrosky, not 
shown in full 

commission photo 
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“Now the focus is shifting to neighboring Lee County,” he said. 

Schwartz said that the elimination of a 300,000square-foot cap on non-residential development and 
the removal of a Priority Restoration Strategy could mean more habitat loss and fragmentation as well 

as increased groundwater consumption and more traffic. 

County planners, presenting the amendment to the LPA, said they had gone beyond what is required in 
seeking public input on the changes. They said that the 300,000-square-foot cap is not feasible, as 
previous approvals and lawsuit settlements have already gone past that number. They claim that 
allowing increased commercial and retail use will mean people who will live in the already-approved 
residential development will not have to drive as far to access services and jobs. 

Southeast Lee has historically seen only low-density residential, agricultural uses and mining. It is 
dominated by the Density Reduction-Groundwater Resource Area, an 83,000-acre swath east of the 
interstate and south of State Road 82 that was created in 1990 to eliminate a state challenge to the 
county growth management plan. 

Those involved back then are concerned too. Bill Spikowski was a Lee planner and growth 
management coordinator who helped create the DR-GR and was involved in amending 
the plan for the area as recently as 2010. 

Spikowski said that the changes seem designed to give the developers what they asked 
for. 

“I know where the county’s going, and it’s not good,” he said. 

“They’re throwing stuff out because developers have asked for changes. It goes from science-based to 
‘Here’s what the developers want.’”  

The August 19 hearing took place in commission chambers at the Old Lee County Courthouse. 
Commissioners were asked to transmit the amendment to the state for review. After state review it 
will be returned, possibly with suggested changes. Commissioners would then hold a hearing to adopt 
the changes. 

-------------------- 

 

TY Citizen Portal for this  August 19 2026 update: 

Lee County commissioners voted to transmit county‑initiated Lee Plan text amendments (CPA 
2026‑00003) for expedited state review under Florida statutes; changes include updates to wetland 

policy references, commercial limits in non‑urban areas, mixed‑use overlay criteria, recognition of Lee 
Tran services, MUD clarifications, and glossary definitions. 
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Lee County proposes $713K Orange River project to address 
flooding risks 

(TY Gulf Coast News-Samantha Carlson) 

Lee County leaders are discussing the possibility of making a 
$713,000 state funding request to address flooding risks along the 
Orange River, a major drainage system serving approximately 80 
square miles, including Lehigh Acres and Buckingham. 

In 2017, Hurricane Irma caused significant flooding in Buckingham, 
leaving homes submerged and roads impassable. 

Lisa Brantly rode out the storm. 

"The next thing we know, the water started to rise, and it rose quite fast." She said, "We all sat on the 
bed for the entire night while it was just flooded all around us. Everything was floating." 

The county said the proposed project would include removing a sandbar that formed in the Orange 
River after Hurricane Irma and realigning the upstream ditch near the Florida Power & Light discharge 
canal. 

Lee County proposes $713,000 Orange River project to address flooding risks. 

The draft legislative agenda 
outlines $500,000 for dredging 
and $213,000 for ditch 
realignment. 

Officials said the improvements 
would help address chronic 
flooding risks, particularly during 
heavy rain or storms, and 
reduce emergency response 
costs over time. 

These funding requests are still 
preliminary, and Lee County 
commissioners are scheduled to 
review their legislative policy at 
a workshop Wednesday 
afternoon at 1:30 p.m. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Neal Communities buys 788 acres in Alva for $34.1M 
(TY Gulf Shore News-David Dorsey) 

Neal Communities acquired 788 acres in Alva for $34.1 
million in back-to-back transactions, a pair of deeds 
filed with the Lee County Clerk shows.  

Longtime Lee County families Cary and Duke sold their 
land two decades after first trying to sell it to Bonita Bay 
in 2006, only to have that deal fall through when the 
Great Recession began.  

The Povia-Flint families sold their portion of the land 
concurrently with Cary and Duke in early August. 

Parts of the land lie between North River Road to the north and the Caloosahatchee River to the south, 
just east of Babcock Ranch Road, also known as State Road 31.  

Combining the new acreage with about 200 adjacent acres Neal Communities purchased from D.R. 
Horton in 2023, known as Owl Creek, gives the Lakewood Ranch-based home developer the 
opportunity to build hundreds of new homes. The precise number of homes will depend on the sizes 
the company can sell, said Pat Neal, founder and chair of Neal Communities.  

“Most deals like this take four or five years, and most 
involve a lawsuit or lawsuits,” Neal said. “Almost everyone 
has a circuit court appearance. People don’t want any 
more houses.  

“I’m trying to have more patience than most public 
companies. Public companies have bosses, and those 
bosses have bosses.”  

In this case, Neal said he couldn’t close until he had all the 
permits. He said his company spent about $1.2 million on 
permitting fees.  

Neal said he sold his first home for $19,800 in 1970. Since then, he said his company has built about 
27,000 homes in 147 different projects in Sarasota and Manatee counties over the past 56 years. Neal 
has built homes in Lee County, with Kingston off Corkscrew Road one of his latest projects.  

“The risks have become bigger,” Neal said. “It takes longer. And a house is much less affordable than it 
was in 1970. But people still want to come to Florida.”  

The newly acquired land was rezoned in March 2025 and entitled to allow a maximum of 1,099 
dwelling units, along with private, on-site recreational uses and supportive infrastructure. Phase One 
will have 290 single-family homes and amenities, according to the development order.  
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The homes will be clustered on about 315 acres, while 473 acres — 60% of the land — will be 
converted to retention ponds and conservation land, the development order states.  

Neal said he would try to balance the natural surroundings, restoring native habitat on legacy 
farmlands and creating empty spaces adjacent to the housing.  

“We will take the native pasture and return it to pine and palmetto, as it existed before clearing, cattle 
grazing, and before the property was civilized at 
the turn of the previous century,” Neal said. “By 
that, I mean returning the land to how it looked 
in the 19th Century.”  

Homes on the former Cary-Duke-Povia 
properties will range from $350,000 to 
$750,000, Neal said. The community would 
resemble Canoe Creek in Parrish in Manatee 
County and will have an array of luxury 
amenities, such as a pool, tennis, pickleball, 
bocce and walking trails.  

“They’re scheduled to break ground Jan. 2, 2027,” Neal said of the sites. The model homes would break 
ground about April 1, 2027, and the first homes would be ready in March 2028, he said.  

The Aug. 7 land purchase consummated a real estate deal four years in the making, one that generated 
controversy among dozens of Alva residents who spoke at public meetings against the density of 
homes approved during the rezoning process. The rezoning process before the Lee County Board of 
County Commissioners played a role in motivating one of those residents — Amanda Cochran — to 
launch her political career. She will be seated as Lee County’s newest county commissioner in 
November. She lost to incumbent Mike Greenwell in the District 5 primary in 2024, then defeated 
incumbent Trish Petrosky in the open primary Aug. 18.  

Cochran received 67,038 votes (55%) to Petrosky’s 
55,392 (45%), according to the unofficial 
preliminary count — nearly double the combined 
61,671 votes cast in the 2024 District 5 primary, 
when Greenwell defeated Cochran 55% to 45%.  

Greenwell and Petrosky each were appointed by 
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis following the deaths of 
their predecessors. Frank Mann died in June 2022, 
and Greenwell died in October 2025.  

During that entire span, Neal Communities has had the Alva land under contract. It brought the land 
through the rezoning process, which was approved unanimously in March 2025.  

Owl Creek site adds to Neal Communities’ Alva holdings 
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The Owl Creek property in Alva sits adjacent to 788 acres Neal Communities acquired for $34.1 million. 
The developer purchased about 200 acres at Owl Creek from D.R. Horton in 2023 and plans homes 
priced from about $290,000 to $450,000 there. 

About 40 Alva residents asked Lee commissioners not to vote for a sewer extension that ended up 
being approved unanimously in January 2024 with no public discussion among the commissioners.  

The land’s history under the recent sellers runs more than a century deep.  

A handful of Lee County families began acquiring it 
in the 1920s, said Keith Cary, a retired Lee County 
Circuit Court judge who spent 31 years on the 
bench. His great-grandfather, J.C. Duke, moved to 
the area known as Alva from Kentucky in 1915.  

J.C. Duke ran “some sort of sawmill,” Cary said.  

“A lot of people were cutting timber back in those 
days,” he said. “So, that’s really the beginning of it. 
He had a son and a daughter. His daughter, Gladys, 
was my father’s mother.”  

The Cary-Duke parcel comprised approximately 
475 acres. It sold for $20.6 million. Cary said he counted “about 21 adults” from multiple families who 
will share the proceeds.  

Charlie Flint and his family owned the 313 acres, known as the Povia property, before it passed to his 
daughter Mary Povia. That land sold for $13.5 million.  

The combined price of $34.1 million breaks down to about $43,000 per acre and $31,000 per dwelling 
unit, which in this case is the more important metric, said Matt Simmons, a property appraiser with 
Maxwell, Hendry & Simmons.  

“It’s actually pretty reasonable with where the market is,” Simmons said. “Overall, if we were looking 
at Lee County more broadly, we would expect to see maybe a lower price per unit in 2026 compared to 
2022. No sale takes place in a vacuum.  

“What’s making the price on this consistent with the market is its location. It’s a highly desirable 
corridor to locate in. For development tracks, you have the continued development of Babcock. From a 
location standpoint, that made that land a little bit more valuable. Market conditions are down, but 
the location is more favorable.”  

Justin Thibaut, CEO of land brokerage firm LSI Companies, wasn’t involved with the sale. But he had 
been tracking it, wondering when it would close, for weeks.  

“While the circumstances surrounding the zoning and permitting for this property became quite vocal 
and controversial, I expect given Neal’s track record, they will deliver a nice product for this location,” 
Thibaut said. “The pricing for the land is commensurate with market norms and maybe slightly above, 
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given that this deal was put together many years ago with varying factors like the cost of capital having 
increased through the course of this deal.  

“It’s nice to see that although this was a controversial zoning, through final permitting there will be a 
nice chunk of this property perpetually preserved.”  

A broker wasn’t involved on the family’s side of the deal, Cary said.  

“That was kind of the unusual thing,” Cary said. “We didn’t have our own broker. We didn’t have any 
signs up with LSI or Cushman & Wakefield or Fred Burson or anybody. We didn’t have any sign saying 
property was for sale. We were approached by Neal Communities. We didn’t market it.”  

Cary still lives in Alva. He said he understood why some of his neighbors didn’t want his family to sell 
the vacant land, which for decades has been cow pasture. But the growth and development 
accelerated with Babcock Ranch’s inception, Cary said, changing the dynamics of the area.  

“I’m glad it’s over,” Cary said of the sale. “It’s just inevitable. State Road 31 is going to be four lanes 
well before you know it. Babcock Ranch is just going crazy. They’re starting a second Publix up there. 
When I grew up out here, I was thinking who in the world is going to move out here? It was the middle 
of nowhere. Now look at it.” 
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(TY Okeechobee News-Annie Wills) 
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Lee County schools to merge two special needs centers into 
one flagship campus 

(TY WINK NEWS) 

The School District of Lee County is moving forward with plans 
to consolidate Buckingham Exceptional Student Center and 
Royal Palm Exceptional Center after lifting a temporary pause 
on the project. 

See earlier WINK News:  
https://www.winknews.com/news/lee/parents-fight-lee-
county-plan-to-move-buckingham-special-needs-
school/article_6e13a305-72d5-4d94-90f2-81ee572cf64c.html 

The district informed parents that it will establish a state-of-
the-art flagship Exceptional Student Education center on the 

Royal Palm Exceptional Center campus. 

The pause, which began in April, came after Buckingham 
parents and staff raised concerns about the relocation 
and whether the Royal Palm campus could meet the 
specialized needs of Buckingham students. 

At the time, parents told WINK News they valued the 
care and sense of community at Buckingham. 
“Buckingham is a family away from home. A sense of 
normalcy," Felishia Wilson said. 

The district says that feedback helped shape its updated consolidation plan. 

"When we paused this process in April, we did so to listen, reassess, and ensure we were creating an 
environment that puts the safety, dignity, and specialized care of our students first," said Chuck Vilardi, 
Regional Associate Superintendent. "We heard from our families what they want, incorporated those 
ideas into our plan, and look forward to continued collaboration to build a model ESE facility that truly 
serves the unique needs of every child." 

The updated plan combines specialized programming from both campuses into a modernized facility. 
Key features include specialized physical modifications, integrated behavioral and educational support, 
and a focus on real-world independence. 

The district is also launching a structured transition process to keep families informed throughout the 
consolidation. Parents and guardians will be invited to participate in a series of meetings and 
committees, with monthly updates provided to stakeholders. 

The updated campus is expected to open to students in August 2027. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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Contributing Columnists  

-------------------------------------- 
RAMONA RECOMMENDS 

By Ramona DeWalt, Oak Park, Alva, Florida MonaDeWalt1@gmail.com 

Mona spent 13 years with Borders Books before she opened her own 5,000 square foot GENTLY 
USED BOOK Store in Douglassville, Eastern PA, then sold it. The new owner changed the name and 
added new titles then added a second location, storehttps://starrbookstore.com/ 

Ramona retired along with her husband, Ken, in 2014 and has since made it her purpose to help 
others learn the joys of reading from helping to build the Children & Youth Library at Charleston Park 

You may contact her via email at MonaDeWalt1@gmail.com 

Leadership in Turbulent Times by Doris Kearns Goodwin, a NEW publication. 

In Leadership, Goodwin draws upon the four presidents she has studied most closely -- 
Abraham Lincoln, Theodore Roosevelt, Franklin D. Roosevelt, and Lyndon B. Johnson (in civil 
rights) -- to show how they recognized leadership qualities within themselves and were 
recognized as leaders by others.  By looking back to their first entries into public life, we 
encounter them when their paths were filled with confusion and disappointment. 

Leadership tells the story of how they all met with dramatic reversals that disrupted their lives and 
threatened to shatter forever their ambitions. Nevertheless, they all emerged better fitted to confront 
the contours and dilemmas of their times. 

--------------------------------------------------------------- 

The Storyteller by Pierre Jarawan , The search for a missing father. 

Samir leave the safety and comfort of his family's adopted home in Germany for volatile 
Beirut in an attempt to find his missing father. His only clues are an old photo and the 
bedtime stories his father used to tell him. The Storyteller follows Samir's search for 
Brahim, the father whose heart was always yearning for his homeland, Lebanon. In this 
moving and gripping novel about family secrets, love, and friendship, Pierre Jarawan 
does for Lebanon what Khaled Hosseini's Kite Runner did for Afghanistan. He pulls away 
the curtain of grim facts and figures to reveal the intimate story of an exiled family torn apart by civil 
war and guilt. In this rich and skillful account, Jarawan proves that he too is a masterful storyteller. 
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Pimento Cheese Spread 
INGREDIENTS 

4 ounces Cream Cheese, Softened 

1/2 cup Mayonnaise 

1 Tablespoon Dijon Mustard 

1 Tsp Frank's hot sauce 

1/2 teaspoon Black Pepper 

8 ounces Sharp Cheddar Cheese, 
Grated 

8 ounces Monterey Jack Grated 

4 ounces Sliced Pimentos, Drained 

DIRECTIONS 

Combine cream cheese, 
mayonnaise, Dijon, hot sauce and 
black pepper in the bowl of an 
electric mixer. Mix it until totally 
combined (if you have a few lumps 
from the cream cheese, you won't 
see them later!) Add the cheddar 
and Monterey jack and mix gently 
until combined. Use a rubber spatula to scrape the bowl and make sure all the ingredients are mixed 
together. Stir in the pimento. Taste and mix in more of whatever you think it needs. Add more cheese 
if you like the pimento cheese to be less creamy; add less if you like it to be more creamy. Refrigerate 
pimento cheese for at least 2 hours before serving. 
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The Beast Behind the Beauty 

A deeper understanding of our amazing hummingbirds 
I recently headed out one early morning to a very special place I was 
introduced to last year, a private hummingbird "sanctuary".   This 
land is near and dear to my heart after having formerly hosted as 
many as 1,000 birds a day myself.  The trip and subsequent research 
for this article opened my eyes to a new understanding of these 
amazing birds, and they are not as delicately benign (fighting 
aside…) as they seem.  

This year’s numbers have already begun to dwindle.  The ongoing 
drought has diminished seasonal wildflower growth and lifespan. 
This reduction of a seemingly essential part of their diet is 
apparently giving them cause to pack up early now that breeding 

and fledging of young is winding down.  Normally this sanctuary would likely have double the 
population I sat with, but there were still an estimated 1,000 or more birds buzzing about.   

Hummingbirds here in Colorado typically spend equal time between the feeders, flowers and 
interestingly, bug catching.  In fact, with many hummingbird species, arthropods make up the largest 
percentage of a bird’s diet.  This roundly answers the oft asked question of what the birds feed on 
when they arrive in the spring, well before our wildflowers begin to appear. 

While they are most known for their delicate feeding from flowers, hunting for insects has largely gone 
unnoticed and under-studied.  As it turns out, they are incredibly adept predators.  In fact, an article 
published by ornithologist Helmuth Wagner in 1948 featuring his study of hummingbirds in Mexico 
concluded that the species he observed were not dependent on flowers at all.  Studies of stomach 
content in some birds showed as much as 79% consisted of digesting arthropods. 

While we understand the adaptive development of the long bills for reaching nectar deep in flowers, it 
is now thought that this specialization has more depth (pun intended).  A longer bill also allows the 
birds to hover near and catch insect prey without causing alert with their beating wings. 
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Evolutionary development goes even further!  Some species have a lower bill that bends in the middle 
to better catch and consume insects in flight. What makes this more interesting is that they do so 
without any sort of joint to facilitate the bending.  Previous studies showed some species with the 
ability to bend their upper bill, but new high-speed video captures show evidence of the lower bill 
bending as well.  This allows for a larger opening with which to catch their prey. 

Their hunting methods vary widely.  Hover-gleaning is a method like flower feeding whereby they 
hover near a spider web or leaves and pluck insects with their tongues.  In the case of spider webs, 
they will take both small spiders as well as insects already caught in the spider’s web.   

A second method is known as Sally-hawking.  This also involves hovering, but they do so within a 
swarm of insects, plucking them from the air much like a swallow. 

Sally-gleaning is the third method.  This often 
involves spying their prey from a relatively 
unobtrusive perch.  Once spotted they fly to it and 
pick it off the surface (tree bark, leaves, etc.), 
returning to their perch to consume the prey. 

It has been noted in North American species that 
females tend to forage for insects more than 
males.  To that end, the females also typically have 
longer bills than males.  In all hummingbird 
species, the females are the sole caretakers of 
young, requiring a much greater need for protein 
from insects for both themselves and their young. 

Bugs aside, all food is helpful for their balanced 
diet.  Putting out feeders is an oft-disputed subject 
in terms of ethics. While not in any way necessary, it is not harmful and is in fact helpful (bearing in 
mind one uses the “simple syrup” of 4:1 water to sugar ratio and not pre-made and dyed chemicals).   

Feeding has obvious benefits during our spring snowstorms when both flowers and insects are scarce.  
Further, the caloric intake and subsequent “fattening up” is a great boon as they bulk up late in the 
summer in preparation for their long flight to their winter homes.  Just remember to keep those 
feeders from their larger neighbors, the humming-bears… 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 

PHOTO: The Hummingbird Whisperer, Facebook 
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              By Norman Cannon of        
North Fort Myers 

Please direct any comments or questions to Mr. 
Cannon of North Fort Myers,   

normancannon@embarqmail.com 

Mr. Cannon wants to hear reasonable and 
respectful comments and questions from readers. 
Please feel free to share his articles and email 
address with others with similar concerns. 

LIQUID GOLD 
What is liquid gold?  It is one of the most abused substances on Earth.  It is one of the most wasted 
substances on Earth.  But, worst of all, it is one of the most-taken-granted-for substances on Earth.  It is 
a substance that all life on Earth depends on.  What is this precious substance?  It is water.  

Apparently, we believe there is an infinite supply.  Why else would we waste 
TRILLIONS of gallons each and every year.  Look at our slice of paradise here in 
Southwest Florida.  The method our duly elected officials seem to prefer is to sink 
another straw into our aquifers.  These same politicians allow the reckless paving 
over of ground necessary for the recharge of our aquifers.  They take our 
wastewater, “clean” it, and pump it deep into the Earth never to be seen or used 
again.  And they call all of this “best practices”. 

What are some of the problems caused by present policies?  

Sinkholes across Florida. 

Saltwater intrusion into the aquifers. 

Aquifers running low/out during dry spells. 

What are some of the solutions? 

The obvious place to start is better building practices, which is a 
subject local politicians seem to know nothing about.  This would 
slightly slow down usage and also allow more water to recharge the 
aquifer through ground penetration.  (At best, this is a small step, but 
not the solution.)  The downside here is that we, the voters, keep 
electing the same non-responsive politicians.  Their modus operandi is 
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quite typical of politicians.  Let’s kick the can down the road for others to worry about.  Heaven forbid 
that we should look at long-term plans. 

Desalination.  The Gulf is as close to an infinite supply of water as you could 
have.  The downsides here have been the amount of energy required, and the 
brine solids left as an after product.  The upsides are strides in efficiency that 
have taken place reducing energy requirements.  Add to that the licensing, here 
in the United States, of small modular nuclear power.  
https://www.nuscalepower.com/exploring-smrs/smr-101/the-types-of-smrs   
This would eliminate the power requirements.  Also in the works is a system 
using solar power which in addition to producing potable water, produces 
lithium and produces no brine solids.  
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/05/260530053418.htm 

Reusing the water.  There is more than one method used.  One is to treat the water to being potable 
and injecting it back into the aquifer.  This would definitely reduce the load and greatly prolong the life 
of our aquifers. Another benefit would be a slowing down/stopping of saltwater intrusion into our 
aquifers.  A further benefit would take place because we would keep more water in our aquifers at all 
times, reducing the chance for sinkholes.  A system such as this is presently being used in Orange 
County, CA, Big Spring, TX and Scottsdale, AZ. 

https://smartwatermagazine.com/blogs/mehul-patel/how-orange-countys-gwrs-revolutionized-water-
reuse 

https://whyy.org/segments/from-toilet-to-tap-a-texas-town-makes-the-most-of-its-pre-owned-water/ 

https://slenvironment.com/blog/exploring-water-reuse-initiatives-in-wastewater-utilities 

There are test programs underway here in Florida. 

https://www.sjrwmd.com/streamlines/recycled-
water-will-help-district-and-florida-ensure-
sustainable-water-supplies/ 

Unfortunately, I do not think any of these 
solutions will even be entertained as long as we, 
THE VOTERS, turn a deaf ear and do not educate 
ourselves on solutions because it is clear our 
representatives do not. 
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Healthy Aging with 

Laurie 
Three Simple Habits That Can Help You 
Stay Independent 
One of the questions I hear most often is, “What is the most important thing I can do to stay 

healthy as I get older?” 

There isn’t just one answer. The good news is that staying healthy doesn’t require expensive 

equipment or hours at the gym. In fact, many of the best habits are simple, free, and easy to 

begin today. 

Each month in this column, I’ll share practical ideas to help you stay active, independent, and 

enjoying the things you love. We’ll talk about movement, nutrition, brain health, and simple 

lifestyle habits that can make a real difference. 

Let’s start with three habits that benefit almost everyone. 

1. Keep Moving 

Our bodies were designed to move. Walking is a wonderful place to start, but don’t stop there. As 

we get older, it’s also important to include activities that build strength, improve balance, and 

maintain flexibility. The goal isn’t to become an athlete. It’s to make everyday activities—like 

climbing stairs, carrying groceries, gardening, or getting up from a chair—feel easier. 

Remember, doing a little every day is far better than doing a lot once in a while. 

2. Keep Learning 

Your brain enjoys a workout too. Learning something new helps keep your mind engaged and 

may support healthy brain function. Read a book, learn a new recipe, take a class, practice a 

musical instrument or even tackle a crossword puzzle. Better yet, do something that combines 

learning with social interaction. You’re never too old to discover a new hobby or develop a new 

skill. 
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3. Eat to Fuel Your Body 

Food provides the energy your body needs to stay active. Choose colorful fruits and vegetables, 

include protein throughout the day, drink plenty of water, and enjoy treats in moderation. 

Healthy eating doesn’t have to be complicated. Small improvements made consistently often 

have the biggest impact over time. 

Healthy Aging Is About Living Well 

Growing older doesn’t mean giving up the activities you enjoy. It means taking care of yourself 

so you can continue enjoying them for years to come. 

 

You don’t have to change everything overnight. Pick one small habit and practice it consistently. 

Small steps often lead to lasting results. 

Laurie’s One-Minute Challenge 

This week, add one healthy habit to your daily routine: 

-Take a 10- to 15-minute walk. 

-Try standing up from a chair without using your hands. 

-Read a chapter in a book. 

-Add one extra serving of vegetables to your dinner. 

Choose just one. By next week, it may already feel like a 
natural part of your day. 

 

Laurie Dougherty is am instructor at Fuego Pilates in Fort Myers Shores. She enjoys 

helping adults of all ages improve their strength, balance, flexibility, and confidence through 

movement. She teaches beginner, Recovery and Level 1 classes and believes it’s never 

too late to start moving. 

Disclaimer: This column is intended for educational purposes only and should not replace 

medical advice. Always consult your physician or another qualified healthcare professional 

before beginning a new exercise program or making significant changes to your diet or health 

routine. 

laurie@dougherty-inc.com 
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ALVA EVENTS And Services 

--------------------------------------- 

ALVA INC 
21471 N River Rd, Alva, FL 33920 

ZOOM access: https://zoom.us/join   

Meeting ID: 852-1643-8980 Passcode: 302401 

Info@AlvaFl.org    www.ALVAFL.org   NEXT MEETING: Every Second Tuesday, 7pm, Alva Community Center 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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ALVA USS HANNAH CHAPTER 

https://usshannahnsdar.org/ 
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The Alva 
Library 

Museum 
21420 Pearl St, Alva, FL 

33920 

Originally a public library built in 1909, it now serves as a museum of artifacts from the original settlers. 

The library-museum Board is making the building available as small group venue for parties, clubs, etc. 

THE LIBRARY IS OPEN FOR FREE TOURS Every Saturday between 10am and 2pm 

See a virtual video tour of the Museum at:  http://alvaflmuseum.com  

Grant Fichter is overseeing the museum for the board. 

JOIN or DONATE to the museum here: 

https://www.alvaflmuseum.com/donations--
memberships.html 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Meet Florida Author, Gregory Enns at the Alva Museum 
Join us Saturday, October 10, 2026, for a special appearance by Gregory Enns, sixth-generation 
Floridian and author of Cow Creek Chronicles. 

Published by the University Press of Florida, Cow Creek Chronicles tells a true story set in Florida’s 
historic cattle country, bringing to life the people, landscapes, and traditions that helped shape our 
state’s ranching heritage. 

During his visit, Gregory will discuss the inspiration behind the book, Florida’s unique cattle culture, his 
family’s deep Florida roots, and the research that brought this remarkable story to life. Whether you’re 
interested in Florida history, pioneer families, the Seminole people, or the legacy of the state’s cattle 
industry, this is an event you won’t want to miss. 

Due to limited seating, we will be asking attendees to RSVP. Time slots will be announced soon. 

Bring your questions, meet the author, bring your copy of Cow Creek Chronicles to have it signed, or 
pick up a copy at the event, and join us in celebrating the people, places, and traditions that make 
Florida’s cattle country unlike anywhere else. 

Please share this event with anyone who loves Florida history! 
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ALVA GARDEN CLUB 

Each month we have special speakers presenting 
interesting and relevant information. We also plan field 

trips that enhance our knowledge and inspire good 
garden practices.  

Membership in the Alva Garden Club is still only $10 per 
person. We meet in the Alva Methodist Church Fellowship 

Hall the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 1 pm. 

 

                             Frank Mann Preserve NEWS 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

THE PLAN AT PRESENT 
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We are Doghouse Rescue Academy - a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization in Alva focused on helping 
make the world around us a better, happier place. We are a network of foster-based rescuers whose 

sole mission is to help adoptable dogs find homes. 

Let us help you find your happily "fur"ever after! 

https://doghouserescueacademy.org/ 

https://www.facebook.com/DogHouseRescueAcademy/ 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ontheriver.org/archive
https://doghouserescueacademy.org/
https://www.facebook.com/DogHouseRescueAcademy/


Issue 91, September 2026, Circulation: Over 1,500 subscribers, 12,000 social media readers 
 

- 36 - 

Access link to our ARCHIVE of ALL OTR issues from day 1:  
https://www.ontheriver.org/archive 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ontheriver.org/archive


Issue 91, September 2026, Circulation: Over 1,500 subscribers, 12,000 social media readers 
 

- 37 - 

Access link to our ARCHIVE of ALL OTR issues from day 1:  
https://www.ontheriver.org/archive 

 

 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

https://www.ontheriver.org/archive


Issue 91, September 2026, Circulation: Over 1,500 subscribers, 12,000 social media readers 
 

- 38 - 

Access link to our ARCHIVE of ALL OTR issues from day 1:  
https://www.ontheriver.org/archive 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ontheriver.org/archive


Issue 91, September 2026, Circulation: Over 1,500 subscribers, 12,000 social media readers 
 

- 39 - 

Access link to our ARCHIVE of ALL OTR issues from day 1:  
https://www.ontheriver.org/archive 

BUCKINGHAM & FORT 

MYERS SHORES EVENTS 
And Services 

---------------------------------- 
FORT MYERS EAST ROTARY CLUB 

Fort Myers East Rotary Club has been in existence since 1973 and 

helps with so many community projects in East Lee County and with 

District and International Rotary activities. 

They meet Wednesday mornings for breakfast at 7:30 AM at the 

River Hall Country Club.  Stop by and join us for an invigorating 

meeting with good food, stimulating conversation and great 

speakers!  For more information, contact 

FMERC.Secretary@gmail.com   https://www.fmeastrotary.com/ 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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LABELLE AREA EVENTS 

And Services  

-----------------------------------  

Barron Library 

461 N Main St, LaBelle, FL 33935 

 

 

 

HERITAGE MUSEUM: 
LaBelle’s century-old 
landmark 

NOW Open Saturday’s 10am to 2pm 

https://www.facebook.com/labelleheritagemuseum/ 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

HEALTHIER HENDRY & GLADES 
https://healthierhendryglades.org/ 

Humane Center 1200 Pratt Blvd, LaBelle 

OUR MISSION 

The Mission of Caloosa Humane Society is  

to serve, shelter, and protect the homeless pets in our care. We are dedicated to finding permanent  

and loving adoptive homes for our companion animals in need. Our no-kill facility provides low cost  
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The NEWEST Theater in LaBelle! 
On Saturday 

evening, November 
8th, the cast, crew, 

and directors of the 
YOUTH THEATER 

COMPANY 
performed a 

whimsical and fun 
stage play of ANNIE. 
This was their FIRST 

public program, and it ran through two shows to large 
crowds.  Of course, lots of family and friends of the kids. 
However, don’t believe those youngsters and teens 
didn’t give a heartwarming performance. 

Watch for more programs in the future, and I’d advise 
you not miss a single one. 

https://www.ashtoarttheatre.com/atatheatreco@gmail.com 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=muse%20community%20association 
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NORTH FORT MYERS & 

NORTH OLGA EVENTS  
And Services 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

OCTAGON WILDLIFE SANCTUARY 

41660 Horseshoe Road • Punta Gorda, FL 

33982 • 239-543-1130 
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FOR EVERYONE! 

------------------------------------  
 

Are you a 4-H member ages 8-18 and showing a 
livestock animal? You will need to ensure that 
your ethics is up to date in order to show at our 
local livestock shows.  

If you’re in need of an ethics class, please visit 
Florida State Fair Agribusiness website at 
https://floridastatefairag.com/ethics/ 

- Please note classes fill up quickly, and you as the 
exhibitor/family are encouraged to stay on top of 
registration. For the full list of classes, please visit 
the Florida State Fair  

website (this is updated as classes are added). 

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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https://events.humanitix.com/host/634846b1
d35e72787460ccf0 
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East Lee Wildlife  

Stewardship Group 

Donate Today:  

https://www.paypal.com/US/fundraiser/charity/5100941 

Contact    https://www.facebook.com/james.kennedy.96155 

South Florida Wildlands Association 
 

 

a non-profit organization dedicated to the protection of 
wildlife and habitat in the Greater Everglades. 

https://www.southfloridawild.org/ https:/ 

                                                
------------------------------------------------------ 

 

 

 

 

 

ee County Florida 4-H 
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PROVIDING SUPPORT AND ASSISTANCE FOR CITIZENS AND INVESTIGATIVE JOURNALISTS WORKING FOR GOVERNMENT 

TRANSPARENCY AND ACCOUNTABILITY IN FLORIDA 

The Florida Center for Government Accountability gives citizens the necessary tools and information to engage government 
officials more effectively by helping them better understand what is happening in their local communities and the effect big 

money has on local politics. 

Traditional news outlets, particularly at the local level, face pressures never before seen and are increasingly unable to 
meet the informational needs of the public due to limited and dwindling resources. 

Florida has the most progressive open government laws in the nation, yet citizen and media demands for public records too 
frequently result in questionable agency-imposed rules and restrictions and unlawful delays and denials. Also, the lack of 
accessibility of accurate reporting and over accessibility of inaccurate and biased information on or through the internet 

and social media more often results in misinformation, rather than accurate and well-researched facts. Citizens need access 
to reliable, fact-based, non-partisan information in order to hold government accountable. 

                                                                                                NICK PENNIMAN, PRESIDENT, NAPLES, FL 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 
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INTERACTIVE Crime Location Map for  

Lee County 

https://www.sheriffleefl.org/crime-map-2-0/  

Updated constantly 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Fatherhood Mentors & Volunteers of Lee 
County, Florida 

Sean Ryan, Fatherhood Mentors & Volunteers Administrator, 
nearbyclinic@hotmail.com 

Joshua Krakow, Active Dads Administrator 

Single Dads Outreach has leadership opportunities on its Advisory 
Council for professions, retired or active, in the fields or social work, 
law enforcement, corrections and education.  In addition, Single 
Dads Outreach services include mentoring from prior, seasoned 
fathers. Please contact www.SingleDadsOutReach.org  or your local 

United Way in Lee County to learn about these volunteer opportunities.    

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Calusa Humane Society and Veterinary Clinic 

⭐️🌟Sponsorship Spotlight🌟⭐️ 

We are thrilled to announce that NASCAR’s very own Ross "Melon Man" Chastain🍉 has stepped up 
as a Tailwagger sponsor!  

You might've just seen him at the Daytona 500! 

His generous donation will make a huge difference in the lives of rescue animals, and we couldn't be 

more grateful.🐾🫶 

Be sure to cheer him on this season—because he's not just winning on the track, he's winning for the 

paws!🐾🍉🏁 
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protect and preserve the rights and liberties of all people in the United States 

 

FOR 

      

https://www.aclufl.org/ 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Did you know? Criminals can try to steal your home or property by illegally recording a 
fraudulent deed.  

Sign up for free Property Fraud Alerts and get notified 
within 24 hours if someone tries to file a fraudulent deed or 

mortgage in your name. 

https://www.facebook.com/leeclerkofcourt 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

SCORE South West Florida 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2201 Second Street, Suite 500, Fort Myers, FL 33901 

 (239) 533-3102, ch.admin0219@scorevolunteer.org 

Serving Lee and Hendry Counties 

We provide free and confidential one-on-one business counseling by 
phone, email, and in-person in Lee and Hendry counties We also 
conduct workshops for both start-up entrepreneurs and seasoned 
small business owners. SCORE is a fully independent private 501-3C 
non-profit with accountability to and some funding from the SB 
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The Great Calusa Blueway 
Paddling Trail  

A 190-mile marked canoe and kayak trail that 
meanders through the coastal waters and inland 

tributaries of Lee County, Florida. It attracts 
everyone from first-time kayakers to advanced paddlers and is home to abundant 

marine life, shore birds and crustaceans. 

https://www.fortmyers-sanibel.com/calusablueway 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

www.RichAndLaurieInSouthFlorida.com   

Listen to the Podcast and follow on Youtube, and 
more! 

For information on where to go and what to do in 
SWFL! 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvcRaJr9jghdQOgsnU2B6Pw 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-- 

is not only a hands-on training ground for those searching 

for help in tropical agriculture, but also an educational tool 

to make the public aware of hunger related issues and the 

answers there are to alleviate malnutrition and starvation. 

17391 Durrance Road, North Fort Myers, FL 

33917 | 239.543.3246 | info@echonet.organce 

https://www.echonet.org 

There are six fenced-in "Dog Parks" which allow for off-leash play. On-leash dog 
walking is allowed at many locations (listed below). 

Dogs must be accompanied by an adult and must remain on-leash at all times while walking in 
the park.                      Find out more at:        https://www.leegov.com/parks/dog-parks 
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Interactive map from Lee County of ALL 20/20 preserves 

 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/f72a22abf3d7430fb0f
40362624f6c41 
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Click to link below to all  
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Give TIME. Give 
MONEY. Give FOOD. 

To make a donation, call 

(239) 334-7007 or visit 

www.harrychapinfoodbank.org 

 

We do our best to keep you all informed on where you can get food and how you 

can help. 

For Food pickup locations: 

https://harrychapinfoodbank.org/?s=Food+locations 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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The Florida IMMIGRANT Coalition asks that you copy and 
print these information cards to share with any person, 

documented or not, you may know who may be in danger. 

ICE and local enforcement of immigration policies have escalated in 
Southwest Florida. Be aware of your rights. 
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Alva Area FOOD 
PANTRIES 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALVA Methodist Church 

Food Pantry @ Bethany House 

Food Pantry: 9am-12pm 2nd & 4th Wednesdays 

239-728-2277 

 

Charleston Park 

Community Center 

239-728-8895 

FOOD PANTRY 

Every week, Friday, 10am-2pm 

Grace Church, Fort 

Myers Shores 

2nd Saturday every month 

Food pick-up is by appointment. 

Call the church office at 239-694-

2797 for information. 

CALVARY NATIONS 

Church 

19850 Palm Beach Boulevard, Alva 

Every Saturday, 3pm until supplies 

run out. 

239-7285566 
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MORE places to receive FOOD… 

LaBelle & Hendry County 

 The Salvation Army of LaBelle (Faith-Based)Address: 133 N. Bridge St., LaBelle, FL 
33935  Phone: (863) 674-1441  Services: Food pantry assistance, emergency financial 

aid, and hosting site for mobile food distributions 

.  LaBelle United Way House (Secular)Address: 133 N. Bridge St., LaBelle, FL 33935  
Phone: (239) 433-7560 or (863) 675-5220  Services: General social services, emergency 

food aid, and referral services for Hendry and Glades County residents.  

 Barron Park Mobile Pantry (Harry Chapin Food Bank) (Secular)  Address: N. Bridge St. 
& Park Ave., LaBelle, FL 33935Schedule: 2nd Tuesday of each month, 9:00 AM – 11:00 
AM.  Services: Drive-thru/walk-up mobile food distribution providing fresh produce, 

protein, and shelf-stable goods. Bring photo ID. 

  Alva & Nearby East Lee County 

 Alva United Methodist Church Food Pantry (Faith-Based)  Address: 21440 Pearl St. / 
21330 N. River Rd., Alva, FL 33920  Phone: (239) 728-2277  Schedule: 2nd and 4th 

Wednesday of each month, 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM.  Services: Emergency food packages 
for residents of the Alva area.  

 Fort Myers Shores Food Pantry (Secular/Community)  Address: 14830 Palm Beach 
Blvd., Fort Myers, FL 33905 (Serves the corridor directly west of Alva)  Phone: (239) 

693-0341  Schedule: 2nd Tuesday of each month, 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM.  Services: 
Emergency grocery assistance. Photo ID required.   

Our Lady’s Cupboard / St. Vincent de Paul (Faith-Based)  Address: 13031 Palm Beach 
Blvd., Fort Myers, FL 33905 (Serves East Lee County/Alva area)  Phone: (239) 694-3985  

Schedule: Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM.  Services: Choice 
food pantry providing non-perishables and fresh food options.   

St. Martin de Porres Outreach Community (Faith-Based)  Address: 4711 Palm Beach 
Blvd., Fort Myers, FL 33905  Phone: (239) 693-4711  Services: Food pantry distributions 

and hot meal programs serving eastern Lee County residents.   
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Some LaBelle Area Churches: 

Assemblies of God  

915 Lake Manor Dr Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-0900 

 

Carlson Memorial Church 

310 Campbell St Labelle FL, 33935 

(863) 675-0656 

 

The Channel UMC Ft Myers/LaBelle 

Fully ONLINE LIVE, Mondays, 7pm, EST 

https://www.facebook.com/TheChannelUMC/ 

ZOOM LINK: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89527254110?pwd=bWEyL2
83YW9sck52R2V5UDVqTEJiQT09 

 

Church of Christ Central 

60 Hendry St, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-4796 

 

Eastside Baptist Church 

1110 S Carlyle St, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-3595 

 

El Faro Assemblies of God of LaBelle 

431 Bryan Ave, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-5947 

 

Grace Baptist 

4200 Ne Eucalyptus Blvd, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-3349 

International Christian Fellowship 

233 Clark St, Labelle, FL 33935  

(863) 675-4227 

Pentecostal Church of God 

55 Orange Ave, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-0938 

 

LaBelle Assembly of God 

915 Lake Manor Dr Labelle FL 

(863) 675-0900 

 

LaBelle First Baptist 

330 N Main St, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-2171 

 

Our Lady Queen of Heaven Parish 

355 S Bridge St, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-0030 

 

Christ Central LaBelle, Reformed 

540 1st Ave LaBelle FL 

(863) 675-2100 

 

Good Shepherd Episcopal 

1098 Collingswood Pkwy, LaBelle FL 

(863) 675-0385 

https//goodshepherd.dioswfl.org  

Christ The King Lutheran 

1362 Thigpen Rd, Labelle, FL 33935 

(941) 675-2733 

New Testament Assembly 

https://www.ontheriver.org/archive
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60 Calhoun St, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 674-0444  

Paynes Creek Primitive Baptist 

83 Campbell St, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-1435 

Saint Matthews Missionary Baptist 

929 Caloosahatchee Ave, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-4451 

Bethel Holiness 

1153 Cornelia Dr SW, Labelle, FL 33935 

 

Some Alva & Fort Myers Shores 
Churches: 

 

Church of Peace 

814 Fordson Ave, Labelle, FL 33935(863) 674-0074 

New Bethel Baptist 

874 Suwanee Ave, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-3205 

Upper Room Church of God 

345 S Bridge St, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-7001 

 

St. Vincent DePaul’s RC Church 

13031 Palm Beach Boulevard, Fort Myers, FL 33905 

www.stvincentftmyers.org  239-693-0818 

 

Alva Methodist Church 

21440 Pearl St. P.O Box 96 

Alva, FL 33920 

Alvamc@embarqmail.com 

www.alvamethodist.org 239-728-2277 

 

Alva Church of God 

21520 Park St, Alva, Florida 33920 

239-728-2644 

Liberation International Church 

Avenue D, Charleston Park 

Alva, FL 33920,     

239-601-4870 

New Hope Faith Temple of Jesus Christ 

23210 Avenue D, Charleston Park 

Alva, FL, 33920     239-770-4974 

 

Buckingham Presbyterian Church 

4241 Buckingham Road 

Fort Myers, FL 33905 

www.buckinghampc.org 

 

Light of the Nations Filipino Congregation 

19850 Palm Beach Blvd (at Calvary Church) 

Alva, FL, 33920 

239-728-5566 

First Spanish Assembly of God Church 

2219 Joel Blvd 

Alva, FL 

 

Countryside Wesleyan Church 

17750 Palm Beach Blvd, Alva, FL 33920 

239-368-3270 

 

Calvary Nations Church 

19850 Palm Beach Blvd 

Alva, FL 33920 

CalvaryChurchSwfl@yahoo.com 

www.calvarynations.org      239-728-5566 

https://www.ontheriver.org/archive
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First Baptist Church of Alva 

2790 Joel Blvd, Alva, FL, 33920    

www.alvabaptist.com          239-728-2034         

 

Grace Church, Ft Myers Shores 

14036 Matanzas Drive, Ft Myers, Florida 33905 

www.egracechurch.com    239-694-2797 

 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

14531 Old Olga Road,  

Fort Myers, FL 33905 

www.blcefm.org   239-694-3878 

 

Olga Baptist Church 

2364 South Olga Drive 

Fort Myers, FL 33905 

www.olgabaptist.org   239-694-2012 

info@olgabaptist.org  

 

Crossroads Baptist 

10721 Palm Beach Blvd, Fort Myers, FL 33905 

(239) 693-2777 

 

Fort Myers Shores Seventh Day Adventist 

14830 Palm Beach Blvd, Fort Myers FL 

(239) 693-0341 

 

Olga-Fort Myers Shores Methodist 

14036 Matanzas Dr, Fort Myers, FL 33905 

(239) 694-2797 

 

 

Olga Baptist 

2364 S Olga Dr, Fort Myers, FL 33905 

(239) 694-2012 

olgabaptistchurch@gmail.com  

 

Rosa De Saron Assemblies of God 

13235 Palm Beach Blvd, Fort Myers FL 

(239) 694-8777 

 

Victory Christian Center Assemblies of God 

11431 Palm Beach Blvd, Fort Myers, FL 33905 

(239) 694-5131 

Cielo’s Abierto’s Ministries 

10721 Palm Beach Blvd, Fort Myers, FL 33905 

(239) 297-6472 
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12 Step Programs along the 
Caloosahatchee 

Because Alcoholics Anonymous was exclusive to people 
who struggled with alcohol addiction, a vast array of 
other programs were formed to aid and support those 
in recovery from other addictive disorders. These 
include the following groups: 

Any type of group you do not find listed below may be sought at this website:  
https://www.addicted.org/directory/category/lee-county-3.html 

Before going to the meeting, confirm time and place by phone 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

ALVA: 

Alva Community Center, 21471 N River Rd, Alva, FL 
33920 

-AA Way, 8pm Wednesdays, Big Book, OPEN 

St. Matthews House, Cypress Creek & North River (rte 
78) Roads, Alva 

Jill’s Place (for women) AND Justin’s Place (for men), 239-
687-7633 or intake@stmatthewshouse.org. 

https://stmatthewshouse.org/whatwedo/justinsplace/jill
s-place-retreat-center 

FORT MYERS SHORES: 

St. Vincent De Paul RC, 13031 Palm Beach Blvd, 
Fort Myers: Fort Myers Shores Group OStAH – 
Tuesday, 8:00 pm 

Calvary Assembly of God, 11431 Palm Beach Blvd, 
Fort Myers: 

-Night Owls OD – Saturday, 10:05 pm 

 

 

 

 

LEHIGH ACRES: 

-AA SUNRISE GROUP - MONDAYS, WEDNESDAYS, 
FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS 7AM 

705 Leeland Heights Blvd E, Lehigh Acres 

 (239) 275-5111 

-AA MONDAY AT A TIME - MONDAY 6:30PM 

5513 8th St W, Lehigh Acres 

(239) 275-5111 

-AA CHAIR'S CHOICE - TUESDAY 6:30PM 

5513 8th St W, Lehigh Acres 

(239) 275-5111 

-AA SPIRITUAL SEARCH GROUP - TUESDAY 8PM 

705 Leeland Heights Blvd E, Lehigh Acres 

(239) 275-5111 

-AA THIRSTY THURSDAYS - THURSDAY 6:30PM 

5513 8th St W, Lehigh Acres 

https://www.ontheriver.org/archive
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(239) 275-5111 

-AA HERE AND NOW- SUNDAY 6:30PM 

5513 8th St W, Lehigh Acres, 33971, 

 (239) 275-5111 

-NA HOPE WITHOUT DOPE - THURSDAY & SATURDAY 
6:30PM 

705 Leland Heights Blvd. E., Lehigh Acres, 

(866) 819-5346 

-AA LEHIGH SUNDAY NIGHT - SUNDAY 8PM 

705 Leeland Heights Blvd E, Lehigh Acres 

 (239) 275-5111 

-AA HEARD IT THROUGH THE GRAPEVINE - FRIDAY 
6:30PM 

5513 8th St W, Lehigh Acres 

(239) 275-5111 

-AL ANON MOVING FORWARD AFG - MONDAY 10AM 

705 Leeland Heights Blvd E, Lehigh Acres 

(888) 425-2666 

 

-AA FIRST THINGS FIRST - MON-SUN 7AM 

5513 8th St W, Lehigh Acres 

(239) 275-5111 

-AA NOONERS - MON-SUN 12PM 

705 Leeland Heights Blvd E, Lehigh Acres 

(239) 275-5111 

 

 

LABELLE: 

Good Shepherd Church, (239) 275-5111, 1098 
Collingswood Pkwy, Labelle 

-AA-PORT LABELLE GROUP – ODH- SUNDAY 7PM 

-MAKING THE EFFORT -OLbHD- MONDAY 7:00 PM  

-AS BILL SEES IT- OD- SATURDAY 9:00AM 

-WED BIG BOOK GROUP- OBBH- WEDNESDAY NOON 

-OPEN DISCUSSION -ODH- FRIDAY 7:00PM 

First Christian Church, Rte 29 & Ford Ave, LaBelle  

-LABELLE GROUP-ODAH- THURSDAY 7:00PM 

-STEP GROUP-Cst- TUESDAY 7:00PM 

-Al Anon- AFG - THURSDAY 7PM 

138 Ford Ave, Labelle 

(888) 425-2666 

-AA-THURSDAY 7PM 

138 Ford Ave, Labelle 

(239) 275-5111 

-AA-MEETING AT THE INN - WEDNESDAY 7:15PM 

Port LaBelle Inn, 1568 Oxbow Dr, Labelle 

(239) 275-5111 

NOT TODAY - MONDAY 6:00PM 

133 N Bridge St, Labelle 

(866) 819-5346 
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Oher 12 step or non-12 step recovery group 

in the Alva area 
(From Hendry 
County Line to 
Fort Myers 
Shores, north 
and south of our 
river) please let 
me know its 
name, location 
and the phone 
number for 
information to 
list here. 

TY 
Kendewalt1@gmail.com 
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I have sponsored and recommended these well led and overseen groups for over 30 
years in ministry -Ken DeWalt 

 

https://www.griefshare.org/                                              https://www.divorcecare.org/ 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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You can donate to a number of charities 
that help Ukraine, including these 

reported by Google as reputable charities 

Ukrainian Red Cross Society, A long-
standing and trusted charity that provides 
humanitarian aid and emergency response  

Come Back Alive Foundation, Provides 
technology, training, and accouterments to the Armed Forces 
of Ukraine  

Razom for Ukraine, Provides humanitarian relief and 
recovery, evacuates vulnerable populations, and advocates 
for Ukraine  

United Help Ukraine, A charity that has been awarded 4 stars 
on Charity Navigator and Gold Transparency on Candid  

Hope for Ukraine, A 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization  

Other organizations that help Ukraine  

World Central Kitchen  Sunflowers for Peace 

Caritas Ukraine   Voices of Children 

Vostok SOS 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

 

https://www.ontheriver.org/archive


Issue 91, September 2026, Circulation: Over 1,500 subscribers, 12,000 social media readers 
 

85 

Access link to our ARCHIVE of ALL OTR issues from day 1:  
https://www.ontheriver.org/archive 

Some of Forbes BEST 2025 CHARITIES TO SUPPORT: 

Start by checking with your own church or social group. 

 

               American Red Cross     
https://www.redcross.org/ 

 

 

The Salvation Army  
https://www.salvationarmyusa.org/ 

 

 

     Partners In Health              
https://www.pih.org/ 

 
 

 EarthJustice    
https://earthjustice.org/ 

 

 

   The Nature Conservancy   
https://www.nature.org/en-us/ 

https://www.ontheriver.org/archive
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Venezuela Earthquake 
Relief 

A powerful earthquake has struck Venezuela, causing 
widespread damage to homes, health facilities, and critical 
infrastructure while disrupting essential services for affected 
communities. As emergency responders assess the full extent 
of the damage, many families are facing urgent needs for 

medical care, clean water, food, shelter, and other lifesaving assistance. In response, local and 
international nonprofits are mobilizing to deliver emergency relief, strengthen health services, and 
support long-term recovery efforts. This list highlights highly rated organizations providing critical 
assistance to people impacted by the Venezuela earthquake from emergency medical care and relief 
supplies to recovery funding and support for vulnerable families. 

How can you help? 

Charity Navigator has compiled a list of trusted nonprofits actively responding to the Venezuela 
earthquake. Your donation today can help provide emergency medical care, food, clean water, shelter, 
and long-term recovery support for affected communities. Give to one or several through the Giving 
Basket and help deliver critical aid when it’s needed most. 

https://www.charitynavigator.org/discover-
charities/where-to-give/venezuela-earthquake-

relief/#charity_list 

--------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Before you donate funds to ANY relief organization, Protect 
Yourself 

Give to established charities or groups whose work you know and trust. 

Be aware of organizations with copycat names or names similar to reputable organizations. 

Be wary of new organizations that claim to aid victims of recent high-profile disasters. 

Do your research. Use the Federal Trade Commission's resources to examine the track record of a 
charity. 

Give using a check or credit card. If a charity or organization asks you to donate through cash, gift card, 
virtual currency, or wire transfer, it's probably a scam. Learn more about this trick from the FTC. 

Practice good cyber hygiene: 

Don't click links or open email attachments from someone you don't know. 

Manually type out links instead of clicking on them.  

Don't provide any personal information in response to an email, robocall, or robotext. 

Check the website's address—most legitimate charity organization websites use .org, not .com. 

After a natural disaster or other emergency, carefully vet any contractors before hiring them to work 
on your home or business. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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ON THE RIVER Alva Community Newsletter – Advertising Rates as of March 21, 2025 

The FREE monthly online OTR E-Newsletter is circulated to 12,000+ readers including 1,500 individual 
subscribers. We encourage all to share it as well. 

Ads run full across the 9x11” OTR page, then down the fraction of the page you choose. 

Advertising rates per each month : 

¼ Page...        one issue:  $40.00,   six issues: $30.00each,   twelve issues: $25.00each 

 ½  Page...       one issue:  $60.00,   six issues: $50.00each,   twelve issues: $40.00each 

 Full Page...     one issue:  $100.00,   six issues: $90.00each,   twelve issues: $70.00each 

Upon request we can format ads for you with WORD.doc copy and j.peg photos or logos. We can also scan any copy 
and/or photos you provide to create a single j.peg of your ad.  

You will receive a screenshot proof of the ad for your approval as soon as we have it formatted before its issue is 
published.  Lack of response to the proof will be considered acceptance. 

Full payment for all issues contracted for is to be made by the 15th of the month preceding the first month in which the 
ad is to appear, which is also the date the ad copy is to be received. Payments are to be by check made out to Ramona 

DeWalt, noted: OTR. 

CONTACT: Ken DeWalt, publisher, with any questions.  kendewalt@ontheriver.org    

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------

Special thanks to all whose advertising and donations

support the mission of ON THE RIVER.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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