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As always, please share with anyone. Ken DeWalt, publisher, www.OnTheRiver.org          

      On The RIVER NEWS 

Connecting Caloosahatchee River Communities from Fort Myers Shores to LaBelle 
                        For all our NEIGHBORS and NEIGHBORHOODS 

_______________________________________________ 

TO SUBSCRIBE, offer articles, or to contact the publisher/editor with any questions, email:                    
kendewalt@ontheriver.org 

The deadline for receipt of any materials is the 20th of the month. Issues go out before the 1st of each month, and may be edited. 

See our commercial advertising terms on the last page of this newsletter. We encourage all subscribers to consider 
patronizing the paid advertisers. Their support of our mission helps us provide you with local news every month. 
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LOCAL NEWS 

 

Motorists who travel across the Wilson Pigott Bridge should prepare for a temporary full closure 
anticipated in mid-April to allow crews to install a new bridge deck as part of the ongoing replacement 
project. 

The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) originally considered a March start date; however, 
the timeline has been adjusted due to the fabrication and delivery schedule of the specialized bridge 
deck materials. The deck grating is currently being manufactured and must also undergo galvanizing 
before it can be delivered to the project site. Based on the latest production schedule, delivery is 
expected the week of March 30. 

Once materials arrive, FDOT will confirm the exact closure date and provide advance notice to the 
public. 

When construction begins, the bridge will be fully closed to all traffic for approximately 10 days to 
allow crews to safely install the new deck. During the closure, all vehicles—including passenger cars, 
commercial trucks, buses, and delivery vehicles—will be required to follow the posted detour. 

Local businesses located just south of the bridge remain open during their regular business hours and 
are accessible from SR 31 traveling northbound from SR 80. 
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Emergency services personnel, including fire rescue, law enforcement, and EMS, will be strategically 
staged on one side of the bridge throughout the closure to ensure emergency response capabilities 
remain in place. 

Motorists should plan for additional travel time and follow the posted detour route, which will direct 
traffic to Interstate 75 to cross the Caloosahatchee River as an alternative to Babcock Ranch 
Road/State Road 31. 

FDOT understands the importance of keeping the public informed and will continue providing updates 
as construction schedules are finalized. For real-time traffic information, motorists are encouraged to 
visit FL511.com. 

A MAJOR NOTE TO BOATERS: 

Contact FDOT for warnings of falling debris.  

While the bridge deck is being repaired the entire waterway, Atlantic to the Gulf of Mexico, will be 
closed to any tall craft. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

ALVA INC resident’s meeting learns of more new homes 
planned on North River Road, SR 78 

 

On Tuesday evening March 10 the members of ALVA INC met at their usual 
monthly meeting at the Alva Community Building to hear Alexis Crespo, 
Land Use Planner for RVI tell us of a new home development being sought 
for North River Road, west of Alva, and updates on two other projects. 

Bob Case of LAS Engineering joined 
her on the first project discussed. 
The former site of the Woodworkers 
of the World organization meeting 

building on Packing house Road south of the Alva Diner and 
under the current east west high electric lines which follow the 
original railroad grade from Fort Myers to Labelle of the 1030’s 
and 40’s. 

The owners, represented by Ms. Sonya Sanchez at this meeting, 
who purchased the land several years ago, made many errors in 
environmental destruction, building without permits, etc.  

They were given a zoning change to commercial use,  build their first plan, a two-acre event center. 
The site has been empty for several years since. 
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Now, however, a restoration plan will be part of rezoning again and the site must be emptied of all 
incorrect bldgs. and plants and trees to replace what was destroyed. 

Their primary business is as an aluminum installer, not fabricator, so they wish to have a small 
warehouse, office and some vehicles on the property. There will be no customer traffic here, and no 
outdoor storage. 

This is a 1.88 +/- acre site located at 2850 Packinghouse Rd. Alva, FL 33920 (Parcel ID: 27-43-27-00-
00066.0000). 

ALVA INC will share more information as it comes to them. 

-------------------------------------- 

The next discussion centered around another familiar proposal, Calusa 
80. 200 acres located at Palm Beach Boulevard SR80 and Bateman 
Road. The original owner, Stan Whitcomb wanted to put in an RV 
resort here but later sold it to Neal Developers to develop 690 units, 
no RVs, and all homes would be single family detached. The plan still 
allowed Stan to build a small retail strip along Rte 80. 

----------------------------------- 

Neal’s largest project in Northeast Lee County is still the Cary-Duke land on North River Road, SR78. 
The only news for ALVA INC was the name change from Cary Duke to Siver Strand. As Babcock Ranch 
builds south of the Charlotte-Hendry county line other developers begin to gather, and owners of 
several generations plan how they may turn their cattle range into villa/duplex, 35-foot frontage new 
homes. 

-------------------------------------- 

The final item on the agenda for the 
evening was the new Rezone (DCI2025-
00019) of the Suzanne Armeda property 
on the north side of SR78 from 
Agricultural (AG-2) to Residential Planned 
Development (RPD) to allow for the 
development of a maximum of 737 single-
family dwelling units, private, on-site 
recreation facilities and supportive 
infrastructure. 

FOURSTAR.DEVELOPER, ( a DR Horton 
Affiliate) 

There is a small portion of the land, see the lower right corner of the layout)  that will be retained 
under Armeda ownership with an entrance and exit onto rt 78 where only 56 homes will be permitted. 
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People have asked for all of the years these projects have been 
planned, “Where will water and sewer come from?”  The county now 
responds emphatically ACROSS THE RIVER, from county wells and new 
processing plants. 

None of the near 10,000 homes discussed this evening will have wells 
or individual septic.  Meanwhile water infrastructure breaks, shortages, 
and now a year long drought make the question more important by the 
month. 

Much more to come on this project. And several more sellers on the 
north side of Rte 78 are expected to sell or file for rezoning to build 
more homes. 

IF the water and sewer comes. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

ALWAYS 

 

 

REMEMBER 
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Contributing Columnists  

--------------------------------------- 
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RAMONA RECOMMENDS 
By Ramona DeWalt, Oak Park, Alva, Florida MonaDeWalt1@gmail.com 

Mona spent 13 years with Borders Books before she opened her own 5,000 square foot GENTLY 
USED BOOK Store in Douglassville, Eastern PA, then sold it. The new owner changed the name and 
added new titles then added a second location, storehttps://starrbookstore.com/ 

Ramona retired along with her husband, Ken, in 2014 and has since made it her purpose to help 
others learn the joys of reading from helping to build the Children & Youth Library at Charleston Park 

You may contact her via email at MonaDeWalt1@gmail.com 

Where the Lost Wander by Amy Harmon 

"The trail may take their lives....or lead them home." 

The Overland Trail, 1853:Â  Naomi May never expected to be widowed at 
twenty. Eager to leave her grief behind, she sets off with her family for a life 
out West. On the trail, she forms an instant connection with John Lowry, a 
half-Pawnee man straddling two worlds and a stranger in both. 

But life in a wagon train is fraught with hardship, fear and death. Even as John and 
Naomi are drawn to each other, the trials of the journey and their disparate parts work 
to keep them apart. John's heritage gains them safe passage through hostile territory 
only to come between them as they seek to build a life together. 

Based on real people and real events and the lives of the author's husband's ancestors. 

----------------------------------------------------------- 

Captains and the Kings by Taylor Caldwell 

In turn -of-the- 19th century America, an immigrant family 
thrives through grit, fortitude, and hubris. 

Sweeping from the 1850's through the early 1920's, Captains 
and the Kings is a towering family saga about the price of 
ambition and power from one of the American literature's most 
captivating storytellers. 

Published in 1972, the story has amazing parallels to today. 

 

https://www.ontheriver.org/archive
mailto:MonaDeWalt1@gmail.com


Issue 87, April 2026, Circulation: Over 1,500 subscribers, 12,000 social media readers 
 

- 8 - 

Access link to our ARCHIVE of ALL OTR issues from day 1:  
https://www.ontheriver.org/archive 

 

 

 

 

  Key lime icebox pie 
 

Ingredients. 

2 cups crushed graham cracker crumbs 

1/2 cup butter melted 

5 tablespoons sugar divided 

One cup cold, heavy whipping cream 

1 teaspoon vanilla extract 

8-ounce package cream cheese softened 

14 ounce can Eagle brands, milk 

2 tablespoons tightly packed lime zest 

1/2 cup Key lime juice 

Green liquid food, coloring optional 

Sweet whipped cream 

Garnish, thin sliced lime slices 

Directions 

Preheat oven to 350 

Stir together, cracker crumbs, melted butter, and 3 tablespoons sugar in a medium bowl. Press mixture 
into bottom and up sides of a 9-inch-deep dish pipe plate using the bottom of a measuring cup 

Bake until golden about 10 minutes and then cool completely 
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Place, cold cream, vanilla, and remaining 2 tablespoons of sugar in the bowl of a stand mixer fitted with 
a whisk and gradually increase the speed to medium high beating until stiff peaks form should take 
about two or three minutes. Transfer to a large bowl. 

Clean bowl of stand mixer. Using the paddle attachment, beat the cream cheese at a medium low 
speed until smooth about one to two minutes. Add the condensed milk, lime, zest, and juice, and two 
drops of food coloring. Be at medium speed until well combined about three minutes. 

Fold in whipped cream mixture. Spoon into the prepared crust. Cover with plastic wrap and refrigerate 
four hours or overnight. 

Spread sweetened whipped cream onto the pie just before serving and garnished with thin, sliced 
limes. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

Itching For Spring 
Raggedy Moose and the Winter Ticks 

Emerging from winter is often symbolized by a scruffy 
and unkempt look due to being pent up in the cabin for 
months. So too does our wildlife carry a similar 
raggedy look as they transition from winter to summer 
coats. One species that tends to gain the most 
attention is our moose, sometimes seen with 
alarmingly whitened and patchy fur. 

No, this is not a normal stage of their shed, nor is it 
mange or disease. It is also not a cause for a call to 
CPW to come check on the health and well-being of 

the animal. It is the result of a long winter of dealing with a nasty parasite known as the winter tick. 

While these ticks can affect several different species of critters, moose tend to be the most common 
host. This is likely due to their size and ability to maintain a food source for the entire winter. 

Many different types of ticks tend to utilize multiple hosts for each stage of their life cycle. Winter 
ticks differ in that they remain on the same host animal for their entire feeding existence. 
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Eggs begin hatching in the late summer and early fall, with larvae climbing vegetation in search of a 
passing host.  Once found, they will transition throughout winter to their nymph (mid-life) stage, and 
then into adulthood.  By early spring they maximize their feeding just before dropping off.  They will 
then return to the leaf litter and pine duff to lay their eggs for the next fall before dying. 

Infestations can number into the tens of thousands on a single moose. As we know well, a tick’s food 
is blood. The older they get, the more they consume, which can be extremely detrimental to the life 
of the moose.   

Massive blood loss is commonly followed by malnutrition and weight loss. At the same time the ticks 
are feeding the most in the late winter to prepare for egg laying, the moose’s forage has its lowest 
nutritional value.  This adds a much more difficult hurdle to recovery and can often spell the demise 
of younger animals. 

Once the body runs out of fat stores, it turns to muscle mass for sustenance.  Calves with larger 
infestations can lose up to 30% of their body weight, and by spring can reach mortality levels of loss. 
Adults tend to fare better, with greater weight and muscle mass from which the ticks and body can 
feed on. 

Another mortality factor is due to the incessant itchiness of it all. The irritation of the ticks causes 
the moose to scratch, sometimes incessantly.  This begins the process of hair loss, which can prove 
fatal in the winter.  By spring, the loss is such that they can rub down to bare skin, and white fur is 
the resulting broken and dead underlayer laid bare from endless scratching. 

Thankfully, most adults seen at this stage will recover.  The ticks will soon fall off, and they will 
finally be able to begin their recovery, usually returning to normal health. By early summer they are 
showing off their shiny new summer coat. 

Here in Colorado, infestations are common, but thankfully nowhere near as detrimental to the 
overall population.  In New England, the infestations have caused mortality rates in calves to reach 
levels as high as 70-90%, decimating their numbers.  The sight of these white, semi-hairless and 
greatly emaciated creatures has born the name “Ghost Moose”. 

If you see them here, have heart knowing they will likely be just fine and survive without much issue.  
It is also comforting to know that these ticks do not carry disease, and they do not affect humans (or 
our pets) in any way.  Know that we can all safely share space (from a safe distance, of course) and 
show off our raggedy spring selves in all its glory! 

For additional information about James DeWalt Photography, check out  
https://jamesdewaltphotography.com 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Please consider supporting our paid advertisers below with 
your business. They are supporting the mission of ON THE 
RIVER for you. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------(Paid 
(Paid Ad – 12/26) 
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Earth Day is EVERY DAY 
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ALVA EVENTS And Services 

--------------------------------------- 

ALVA INC 
21471 N River Rd, Alva, FL 33920 

ZOOM access: https://zoom.us/join   

Meeting ID: 852-1643-8980 Passcode: 302401 

Info@AlvaFl.org    www.ALVAFL.org   NEXT MEETING: Every Second Tuesday, 7pm, Alva Community Center 

--------------------- 
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LVA USS HANNAH CHAPTER 

https://usshannahnsdar.org/ 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Alva Youth Baseball League is in full "swing" and 
parking can be a but challenging at the Community 
Center. There is additional parking behind the ball 
field as shown in the image below. Please utilize 

that as needed. The closer to 7pm you arrive at the 
park, the more likely there will be available parking. 
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The Alva 
Library 

Museum 
21420 Pearl St, Alva, FL 

33920 

Originally a public library built in 1909, it now serves as a museum of artifacts from the original settlers. 

The library-museum Board is making the building available as small group venue for parties, clubs, etc. 

THE LIBRARY IS OPEN FOR FREE TOURS Every Saturday between 10am and 2pm 

See a virtual video tour of the Museum at:  http://alvaflmuseum.com  

Grant Fichter is overseeing the museum for the board. 

ALVA GARDEN CLUB 

Each month we have special speakers presenting interesting and relevant 
information. We also plan field trips that enhance our knowledge and 

inspire good garden practices.  

Membership in the Alva Garden Club is still 
only $10 per person. We meet in the Alva 
Methodist Church Fellowship Hall the 3rd 

Tuesday of each month at 1 pm. 

--------------------------------------------------------- 
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We are Doghouse Rescue Academy - a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization in Alva focused on helping 
make the world around us a better, happier place. We are a network of foster-based rescuers whose 

sole mission is to help adoptable dogs find homes. 

Let us help you find your happily "fur"ever after! 

https://doghouserescueacademy.org/ 

https://www.facebook.com/DogHouseRescueAcademy/ 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Buckingham Youth Baseball has partnered with ALVA INC to 
create and oversee a NEW 

 ALVA YOUTH BASEBALL LEAGUE 
https://buckinghamyouthbaseball.sportsengine-prelive.com/page/show/9256737-alva-league 
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BUCKINGHAM & FORT 

MYERS SHORES EVENTS 
And Services 

---------------------------------- 
FORT MYERS EAST ROTARY CLUB 

Fort Myers East Rotary Club has been in existence since 1973, and 

helps with so many community projects in East Lee County and with 

District and International Rotary activities. 

They meet Wednesday mornings for breakfast at 7:30 AM at the 

River Hall Country Club.  Stop by and join us for an invigorating 

meeting with good food, stimulating conversation and great 

speakers!  For more information, contact 

FMERC.Secretary@gmail.com   https://www.fmeastrotary.com/ 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ontheriver.org/archive
mailto:FMERC.Secretary@gmail.com


Issue 87, April 2026, Circulation: Over 1,500 subscribers, 12,000 social media readers 
 

- 21 - 

Access link to our ARCHIVE of ALL OTR issues from day 1:  
https://www.ontheriver.org/archive 

Celebrate Buckingham Returns for 76th 

Anniversary 

 Spring Fling 
The Buckingham Community Association invites the public to attend 

Celebrate Buckingham – 76th Anniversary Spring Fling, a community 

celebration honoring Buckingham’s rural heritage and strong neighborhood 

spirit. The event will take place Saturday, April 11, 2026, from 11:00 a.m. to 

4:00 p.m. at the Buckingham Blues Bar, 5461 Buckingham Road in Fort 

Myers. 

This free, family-friendly event will feature local vendors, food, live 

entertainment, raffles, auctions, and activities for the entire family. 

Celebrate Buckingham has become a popular annual gathering where 

residents, local businesses, and visitors come together to enjoy a day of 

community fellowship and fun. 

Proceeds from the event benefit the Buckingham Community Association, a 

501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, whose mission is to preserve Buckingham’s 

unique rural character while supporting programs that strengthen the local 

community. This year, the association is focusing on improving school bus 

stops throughout Buckingham, helping make them safer and more visible for 

local children. 

Local businesses and community members are encouraged to participate as 

sponsors, vendors, or donors. Their support helps fund community projects 

and keeps Buckingham’s traditions alive for future generations. 

 

Everyone is welcome to attend and enjoy a great day celebrating the 

Buckingham community. 

For additional information, contact Terri Lodge at (239) 989-5690. 
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LABELLE AREA EVENTS 

And Services  

-----------------------------------  

Barron Library 

461 N Main St, LaBelle, FL 33935 

 

 

 

HERITAGE MUSEUM: 
LaBelle’s century-old 
landmark 

NOW Open Saturday’s 10am to 2pm 

https://www.facebook.com/labelleheritagemuseum/ 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

HEALTHIER HENDRY & GLADES 
https://healthierhendryglades.org/ 

Humane Center 1200 Pratt Blvd, LaBelle 

OUR MISSION 

The Mission of Caloosa Humane Society is  

to serve, shelter, and protect the homeless pets in our care. We are dedicated to finding permanent  

and loving adoptive homes for our companion animals in need. Our no-kill facility provides low cost  
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The NEWEST Theater in LaBelle! 
On Saturday evening, November 8th, the cast, crew, and directors of the YOUTH THEATER COMPANY 

performed a whimsical and fun stage play of ANNIE. 
This was their FIRST public program, and it ran through two shows to large crowds.  Of course, lots of 
family and friends of the kids. However, don’t believe those youngsters and teens didn’t give a 
heartwarming performance. 

Watch for more programs in the future, and I’d advise 
you not miss a single one. 

https://www.ashtoarttheatre.com/ 

atatheatreco@gmail.com 

 

 

 
 

They are accepting donations to purchase new sound equipment for every performer. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=muse%20community%20association 
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NORTH FORT MYERS & 

NORTH OLGA EVENTS  
And Services 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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OCTAGON WILDLIFE SANCTUARY 
 

 

41660 Horseshoe Road • Punta Gorda, FL 

33982 • 239-543-1130 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Ft Myers Blueberry Fest 
Ft Myers Blueberry Fest – May 2 & 3, 2026 at the Mike Greenwell 
Regional Park (formerly called the Lee Civic Center) in Ft Myers. 
Saturday & Sunday 10am-5pm. 

Family Fun & Festivities, Fresh Blueberries, Art & Crafts, Free Frisbee Dog Show, 
Delicious Food, Beer & Wine, Free Bounce Houses, Berry Shortcake, Live Entertainment, 
Axe Throwing, Free Rock Painting, Blueberry Fudge, Pony Rides, Free Blueberry Relay, 
Face Painting, Free Hula Hoop Contest, Pie Eating Contest, Free Petting Farm, Berry Cute 
Baby Contest, Free Sack Races, Free Corn Hole, Yummy Treats & Much More! 

Admission $7 (cash only admission), Kids 2 & Under Free. For $1 off admission visit our 
website for coupon or bring a canned good for discount. Benefits the local food pantry. 

Mike Greenwell Regional Park – 11831 Bayshore Rd, N Ft Myers, FL 33917. 

www.FtMyersFest.com 386-860-0092 
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FOR ALL OF US 

------------------------------------  

East Lee Wildlife  

Stewardship Group 

Donate Today:  

https://www.paypal.com/US/fundraiser/charity/5100941 

Contact    https://www.facebook.com/james.kennedy.96155 

 

 

 

https://www.ontheriver.org/archive


Issue 87, April 2026, Circulation: Over 1,500 subscribers, 12,000 social media readers 
 

- 34 - 

Access link to our ARCHIVE of ALL OTR issues from day 1:  
https://www.ontheriver.org/archive 

South Florida Wildlands Association 
a non-profit organization dedicated to the protection of 

wildlife and habitat in the Greater Everglades. 

https://www.southfloridawild.org/ https:/ 

 

 

------------------------------------------------------ 

 

Lee County Florida 4-H 
Are you a 4-H member ages 8-18 and 

showing a livestock animal? You will need to 
ensure that your ethics is up to date in 

order to show at our local livestock shows.  

If you’re in need of an ethics class, please 
visit Florida State Fair Agribusiness website 

at https://floridastatefairag.com/ethics/ 

- Please note classes fill up quickly, and you 
as the exhibitor/family are encouraged to 

stay on top of registration. For the full list of 
classes, please visit the Florida State Fair  

website (this is updated as classes are 
added). 
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Take Charge Lee County!  

When certain batteries are improperly disposed of, they can become a fire hazard. This is why we are 
asking our residents and visitors to take charge and learn more about proper battery disposal. 

Lithium-ion batteries continue to be a major fire hazard at our waste and recycling facilities. An 
increasing number of products contain lithium-ion batteries, which is why Lee County Solid Waste is 

encouraging residents to be aware of these products and to dispose of them properly. These batteries 
can be found in the following products: 

Electronic devices, such as mobile phones, laptops, tablets, computer peripherals, Bluetooth devices 
and smart wearables 

Power tools Remote car keys Vaping devices Game controllers Digital cameras Portable power packs 

Greeting cards Electric toothbrushes Toys Medical equipment Smoke/Fire/Carbon monoxide detectors 

E-bikes, e-scooters and hover boards 

 Rechargeable batteries, especially lithium-ion and nickel-cadmium batteries, can be recycled at the   
Household Chemical Waste and Electronics Recycling Facility for free.  

Remember, no batteries should go in your recycling cart. 
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PROVIDING SUPPORT AND ASSISTANCE FOR CITIZENS AND INVESTIGATIVE 
JOURNALISTS WORKING FOR GOVERNMENT TRANSPARENCY AND 

ACCOUNTABILITY IN FLORIDA 

The Florida Center for Government Accountability gives citizens the necessary tools and information 
to engage government officials more effectively by helping them better understand what is 

happening in their local communities and the effect big money has on local politics. 

Traditional news outlets, particularly at the local level, face pressures never before seen and are 
increasingly unable to meet the informational needs of the public due to limited and dwindling 

resources. 

Florida has the most progressive open government laws in the nation, yet citizen and media 
demands for public records too frequently result in questionable agency-imposed rules and 

restrictions and unlawful delays and denials. Also, the lack of accessibility of accurate reporting and 
over accessibility of inaccurate and biased information on or through the internet and social media 
more often results in misinformation, rather than accurate and well-researched facts. Citizens need 
access to reliable, fact-based, non-partisan information in order to hold government accountable. 

NICK PENNIMAN, PRESIDENT, NAPLES, FL 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

INTERACTIVE Crime Location Map for  

Lee County 

https://www.sheriffleefl.org/crime-map-2-0/  

Updated constantly 
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------Fatherhood Mentors & Volunteers of Lee 
County, Florida 

Sean Ryan, Fatherhood Mentors & Volunteers Administrator, 
nearbyclinic@hotmail.com 

Joshua Krakow, Active Dads Administrator 

Single Dads Outreach has leadership opportunities on its Advisory 
Council for professions, retired or active, in the fields or social work, 
law enforcement, corrections and education.  In addition, Single 
Dads Outreach services include mentoring from prior, seasoned 
fathers. Please contact www.SingleDadsOutReach.org  or your local 

United Way in Lee County to learn about these volunteer opportunities.    

----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Calusa Humane Society and Veterinary Clinic 

⭐️🌟Sponsorship Spotlight🌟⭐️ 

We are thrilled to announce that NASCAR’s very own Ross "Melon Man" Chastain🍉 has stepped up 
as a Tailwagger sponsor!  

You might've just seen him at the Daytona 500! 

His generous donation will make a huge difference in the lives of rescue animals, and we couldn't be 

more grateful.🐾🫶 

Be sure to cheer him on this season—because he's not just winning on the track, he's winning for the 

paws!🐾🍉🏁 
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protect and preserve the rights and liberties of all people in the United States 

 

FOR 

      

https://www.aclufl.org/ 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Did you know? Criminals can try to steal your home or property by illegally recording a 
fraudulent deed.  

Sign up for free Property Fraud Alerts and get notified 
within 24 hours if someone tries to file a fraudulent deed or 

mortgage in your name. 

https://www.facebook.com/leeclerkofcourt 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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SCORE South West 

Florida 
2201 Second Street, Suite 500, 

Fort Myers, FL 33901 

 (239) 533-3102, ch.admin0219@scorevolunteer.org 

Serving Lee and Hendry Counties 

We provide free and confidential one-on-one business counseling by phone, email, and 
in-person in Lee and Hendry counties We also conduct workshops for both start-up 
entrepreneurs and seasoned small business owners. SCORE is a fully independent 
private 501-3C non-profit with accountability to and some funding from the SB 
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The Great Calusa Blueway 
Paddling Trail  

A 190-mile marked canoe and kayak trail that 
meanders through the coastal waters and inland 

tributaries of Lee County, Florida. It attracts 
everyone from first-time kayakers to advanced paddlers and is home to abundant 

marine life, shore birds and crustaceans. 

https://www.fortmyers-sanibel.com/calusablueway 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

www.RichAndLaurieInSouthFlorida.com   

Listen to the Podcast and follow on Youtube, and 
more! 

For information on where to go and what to do in 
SWFL! 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvcRaJr9jghdQOgsnU2B6Pw 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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The global farm is not only a hands-on training ground for 

those searching for help in tropical agriculture, but also an 

educational tool to make the public aware of hunger related 

issues and the answers there are to alleviate malnutrition 

and starvation. 

17391 Durrance Road, North Fort Myers, FL 

33917 | 239.543.3246 | info@echonet.organce 

https://www.echonet.org 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

There are six fenced-in "Dog Parks" which allow for off-leash play. On-leash dog walking is 
allowed at many locations (listed below). 

Dogs must be accompanied by an adult and must remain on-leash at all times while walking 
in the park.                      Find out more at:        https://www.leegov.com/parks/dog-parks 

 

 

 

Click to link below to all  

LEE COUNTY 
PARKS 

Contact information and 
interactive map 

https://www.google.com/search?q=Lee+County+Parks&sca_esv=33d7c6e47e76292a&rlz=1C1CHBD_
en-

GBUS1185US1185&sxsrf=AE3TifON_7qOfPqpR4DZQeqGWYYKd4mXTw:1764776637500&udm=1&lsa
ck=vVowaciiHuWOwbkPj7DsiQ0&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiI9dek4aGRAxVlRzABHQ8YO9EQjGp6BAglEAE

&biw=1536&bih=695&dpr=1.25 
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Click the link below for contact, 
direction, and use information for 

LEE COUNTY 20/20 
PRESERVES 

 

 

 

 

https://www.leegov.com/parks/preserves 

----------------------------- 
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Give TIME. Give 
MONEY. Give FOOD. 

To make a donation, call 

(239) 334-7007 or visit 

www.harrychapinfoodbank.org 

 

We do our best to keep you all informed on where you can get food and how you 

can help. 

For Food pickup locations: 

https://harrychapinfoodbank.org/?s=Food+locations 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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The Florida IMMIGRANT Coalition asks that you copy and 
print these information cards to share with any person, 

documented or not, you may know who may be in danger. 

ICE and local enforcement of immigration policies have escalated in 
Southwest Florida. Be aware of your rights. 
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Alva Area FOOD 
PANTRIES 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some LaBelle Area Churches: 

St. Vincent DePaul RC 

Our Lady’s Cupboard Food Pantry 

 Call (239) 694-3985 for hours 

open. 

 

ALVA Methodist Church 

Food Pantry @ Bethany House 

Food Pantry: 9am-12pm 2nd & 4th Wednesdays 

239-728-2277 

 

Charleston Park 

Community Center 

239-728-8895 

FOOD PANTRY 

Every week, Friday, 10am-2pm 

Grace Church, Fort 

Myers Shores 

2nd Saturday every month 

Food pick-up is by appointment. 

Call the church office at 239-694-

2797 for information. 

CALVARY NATIONS 

Church 

19850 Palm Beach Boulevard, Alva 

Every Saturday, 3pm until supplies 

run out. 

239-7285566 
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Assemblies of God  

915 Lake Manor Dr Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-0900 

 

Carlson Memorial Church 

310 Campbell St Labelle FL, 33935 

(863) 675-0656 

 

The Channel UMC Ft Myers/LaBelle 

Fully ONLINE LIVE, Mondays, 7pm, EST 

https://www.facebook.com/TheChannelUMC/ 

ZOOM LINK: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89527254110?pwd=bWEyL2
83YW9sck52R2V5UDVqTEJiQT09 

 

Church of Christ Central 

60 Hendry St, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-4796 

 

Eastside Baptist Church 

1110 S Carlyle St, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-3595 

 

El Faro Assemblies of God of LaBelle 

431 Bryan Ave, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-5947 

 

Grace Baptist 

4200 Ne Eucalyptus Blvd, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-3349 

International Christian Fellowship 

233 Clark St, Labelle, FL 33935  

(863) 675-4227 

Pentecostal Church of God 

55 Orange Ave, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-0938 

 

LaBelle Assembly of God 

915 Lake Manor Dr Labelle FL 

(863) 675-0900 

 

LaBelle First Baptist 

330 N Main St, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-2171 

 

Our Lady Queen of Heaven Parish 

355 S Bridge St, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-0030 

 

Christ Central LaBelle, Reformed 

540 1st Ave LaBelle FL 

(863) 675-2100 

 

Good Shepherd Episcopal 

1098 Collingswood Pkwy, LaBelle FL 

(863) 675-0385 

https//goodshepherd.dioswfl.org  

Christ The King Lutheran 

1362 Thigpen Rd, Labelle, FL 33935 

(941) 675-2733 

New Testament Assembly 

60 Calhoun St, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 674-0444  

Paynes Creek Primitive Baptist 

83 Campbell St, Labelle, FL 33935 

https://www.ontheriver.org/archive
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(863) 675-1435 

Saint Matthews Missionary Baptist 

929 Caloosahatchee Ave, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-4451 

Bethel Holiness 

1153 Cornelia Dr SW, Labelle, FL 33935 

 

Some Alva & Fort Myers Shores 
Churches: 

 

Church of Peace 

814 Fordson Ave, Labelle, FL 33935(863) 674-0074 

New Bethel Baptist 

874 Suwanee Ave, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-3205 

Upper Room Church of God 

345 S Bridge St, Labelle, FL 33935 

(863) 675-7001 

 

St. Vincent DePaul’s RC Church 

13031 Palm Beach Boulevard, Fort Myers, FL 33905 

www.stvincentftmyers.org  239-693-0818 

 

Alva Methodist Church 

21440 Pearl St. P.O Box 96 

Alva, FL 33920 

Alvamc@embarqmail.com 

www.alvamethodist.org 239-728-2277 

 

Alva Church of God 

21520 Park St, Alva, Florida 33920 

239-728-2644 

Liberation International Church 

Avenue D, Charleston Park 

Alva, FL 33920,     

239-601-4870 

New Hope Faith Temple of Jesus Christ 

23210 Avenue D, Charleston Park 

Alva, FL, 33920     239-770-4974 

 

Buckingham Presbyterian Church 

4241 Buckingham Road 

Fort Myers, FL 33905 

www.buckinghampc.org 

 

Light of the Nations Filipino Congregation 

19850 Palm Beach Blvd (at Calvary Church) 

Alva, FL, 33920 

239-728-5566 

First Spanish Assembly of God Church 

2219 Joel Blvd 

Alva, FL 

 

Countryside Wesleyan Church 

17750 Palm Beach Blvd, Alva, FL 33920 

239-368-3270 

 

Calvary Nations Church 

19850 Palm Beach Blvd 

Alva, FL 33920 

CalvaryChurchSwfl@yahoo.com 

www.calvarynations.org      239-728-5566 

First Baptist Church of Alva 

2790 Joel Blvd, Alva, FL, 33920    

www.alvabaptist.com          239-728-2034         
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Grace Church, Ft Myers Shores 

14036 Matanzas Drive, Ft Myers, Florida 33905 

www.egracechurch.com    239-694-2797 

 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

14531 Old Olga Road,  

Fort Myers, FL 33905 

www.blcefm.org   239-694-3878 

Olga Baptist Church 

2364 South Olga Drive 

Fort Myers, FL 33905 

www.olgabaptist.org   239-694-2012 

olgabapch1@embarqmail.com 

 

Crossroads Baptist 

10721 Palm Beach Blvd, Fort Myers, FL 33905 

(239) 693-2777 

 

Fort Myers Shores Seventh Day Adventist 

14830 Palm Beach Blvd, Fort Myers FL 

(239) 693-0341 

 

Olga-Fort Myers Shores Methodist 

14036 Matanzas Dr, Fort Myers, FL 33905 

(239) 694-2797 

 

 

Olga Baptist 

2364 S Olga Dr, Fort Myers, FL 33905 

(239) 694-2012 

olgabaptistchurch@gmail.com  

 

Rosa De Saron Assemblies of God 

13235 Palm Beach Blvd, Fort Myers FL 

(239) 694-8777 

 

Victory Christian Center Assemblies of God 

11431 Palm Beach Blvd, Fort Myers, FL 33905 

(239) 694-5131 

Cielo’s Abierto’s Ministries 

10721 Palm Beach Blvd, Fort Myers, FL 33905 

(239) 297-6472 
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12 Step Programs along the 
Caloosahatchee 

Because Alcoholics Anonymous was exclusive to people 
who struggled with alcohol addiction, a vast array of 
other programs were formed to aid and support those 
in recovery from other addictive disorders. These 
include the following groups: 

Any type of group you do not find listed below may be sought at this website:  
https://www.addicted.org/directory/category/lee-county-3.html 

Before going to the meeting, confirm time and place by phone 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

ALVA: 

Alva Community Center, 21471 N River Rd, Alva, FL 
33920 

-AA Way, 8pm Wednesdays, Big Book, OPEN 

St. Matthews House, Cypress Creek & North River (rte 
78) Roads, Alva 

Jill’s Place (for women) AND Justin’s Place (for men), 239-
687-7633 or intake@stmatthewshouse.org. 

https://stmatthewshouse.org/whatwedo/justinsplace/jill
s-place-retreat-center 

FORT MYERS SHORES: 

St. Vincent De Paul RC, 13031 Palm Beach Blvd, 
Fort Myers: Fort Myers Shores Group OStAH – 
Tuesday, 8:00 pm 

Calvary Assembly of God, 11431 Palm Beach Blvd, 
Fort Myers: 

-Night Owls OD – Saturday, 10:05 pm 

 

 

 

 

LEHIGH ACRES: 

-AA SUNRISE GROUP - MONDAYS, WEDNESDAYS, 
FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS 7AM 

705 Leeland Heights Blvd E, Lehigh Acres 

 (239) 275-5111 

-AA MONDAY AT A TIME - MONDAY 6:30PM 

5513 8th St W, Lehigh Acres 

(239) 275-5111 

-AA CHAIR'S CHOICE - TUESDAY 6:30PM 

5513 8th St W, Lehigh Acres 

(239) 275-5111 

-AA SPIRITUAL SEARCH GROUP - TUESDAY 8PM 

705 Leeland Heights Blvd E, Lehigh Acres 

(239) 275-5111 

-AA THIRSTY THURSDAYS - THURSDAY 6:30PM 

5513 8th St W, Lehigh Acres 

https://www.ontheriver.org/archive
https://www.addicted.org/directory/category/lee-county-3.html
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(239) 275-5111 

-AA HERE AND NOW- SUNDAY 6:30PM 

5513 8th St W, Lehigh Acres, 33971, 

 (239) 275-5111 

-NA HOPE WITHOUT DOPE - THURSDAY & SATURDAY 
6:30PM 

705 Leland Heights Blvd. E., Lehigh Acres, 

(866) 819-5346 

-AA LEHIGH SUNDAY NIGHT - SUNDAY 8PM 

705 Leeland Heights Blvd E, Lehigh Acres 

 (239) 275-5111 

-AA HEARD IT THROUGH THE GRAPEVINE - FRIDAY 
6:30PM 

5513 8th St W, Lehigh Acres 

(239) 275-5111 

-AL ANON MOVING FORWARD AFG - MONDAY 10AM 

705 Leeland Heights Blvd E, Lehigh Acres 

(888) 425-2666 

 

-AA FIRST THINGS FIRST - MON-SUN 7AM 

5513 8th St W, Lehigh Acres 

(239) 275-5111 

-AA NOONERS - MON-SUN 12PM 

705 Leeland Heights Blvd E, Lehigh Acres 

(239) 275-5111 

 

LABELLE: 

Good Shepherd Church, (239) 275-5111, 1098 
Collingswood Pkwy, Labelle 

-AA-PORT LABELLE GROUP – ODH- SUNDAY 7PM 

-MAKING THE EFFORT -OLbHD- MONDAY 7:00 PM  

-AS BILL SEES IT- OD- SATURDAY 9:00AM 

-WED BIG BOOK GROUP- OBBH- WEDNESDAY NOON 

-OPEN DISCUSSION -ODH- FRIDAY 7:00PM 

First Christian Church, Rte 29 & Ford Ave, LaBelle  

-LABELLE GROUP-ODAH- THURSDAY 7:00PM 

-STEP GROUP-Cst- TUESDAY 7:00PM 

-Al Anon- AFG - THURSDAY 7PM 

138 Ford Ave, Labelle 

(888) 425-2666 

-AA-THURSDAY 7PM 

138 Ford Ave, Labelle 

(239) 275-5111 

-AA-MEETING AT THE INN - WEDNESDAY 7:15PM 

Port LaBelle Inn, 1568 Oxbow Dr, Labelle 

(239) 275-5111 

NOT TODAY - MONDAY 6:00PM 

133 N Bridge St, Labelle 

(866) 819-5346 
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Oher 12 step or non-12 step recovery group 

in the Alva area 
(From Hendry 
County Line to 
Fort Myers 
Shores, north 
and south of our 
river) please let 
me know its 
name, location 
and the phone 
number for 
information to 
list here. 

TY 
Kendewalt1@gmail.com 
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I have sponsored and recommended these well led and overseen groups for over 30 
years in ministry -Ken DeWalt 

 

https://www.griefshare.org/                                              https://www.divorcecare.org/ 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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You can donate to a number of charities 
that help Ukraine, including these 

reported by Google as reputable charities 

Ukrainian Red Cross Society, A long-
standing and trusted charity that provides 
humanitarian aid and emergency response  

Come Back Alive Foundation, Provides 
technology, training, and accouterments to the Armed Forces 
of Ukraine  

Razom for Ukraine, Provides humanitarian relief and 
recovery, evacuates vulnerable populations, and advocates 
for Ukraine  

United Help Ukraine, A charity that has been awarded 4 stars 
on Charity Navigator and Gold Transparency on Candid  

Hope for Ukraine, A 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization  

Other organizations that help Ukraine  

World Central Kitchen  Sunflowers for Peace 

Caritas Ukraine   Voices of Children 

Vostok SOS 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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Before you donate funds to ANY relief organization, Protect 
Yourself 

Give to established charities or groups whose work you know and trust. 

Be aware of organizations with copycat names or names similar to reputable organizations. 

Be wary of new organizations that claim to aid victims of recent high-profile disasters. 

Do your research. Use the Federal Trade Commission's resources to examine the track record of a 
charity. 

Give using a check or credit card. If a charity or organization asks you to donate through cash, gift card, 
virtual currency, or wire transfer, it's probably a scam. Learn more about this trick from the FTC. 

Practice good cyber hygiene: 

Don't click links or open email attachments from someone you don't know. 

Manually type out links instead of clicking on them.  

Don't provide any personal information in response to an email, robocall, or robotext. 

Check the website's address—most legitimate charity organization websites use .org, not .com. 

After a natural disaster or other emergency, carefully vet any contractors before hiring them to work 
on your home or business. 

 

ON THE RIVER Alva Community Newsletter – Advertising Rates as of March 21, 2025 

The FREE monthly online OTR E-Newsletter is circulated to 12,000+ readers including 1,500 individual 
subscribers. We encourage all to share it as well. 

Ads run full across the 9x11” OTR page, then down the fraction of the page you choose. 

Advertising rates per each month : 

¼ Page...        one issue:  $40.00,   six issues: $30.00each,   twelve issues: $25.00each 

 ½  Page...       one issue:  $60.00,   six issues: $50.00each,   twelve issues: $40.00each 

 Full Page...     one issue:  $100.00,   six issues: $90.00each,   twelve issues: $70.00each 

Upon request we can format ads for you with WORD.doc copy and j.peg photos or logos. We can also scan any copy 
and/or photos you provide to create a single j.peg of your ad.  

You will receive a screenshot proof of the ad for your approval as soon as we have it formatted before its issue is 
published.  Lack of response to the proof will be considered acceptance. 

Full payment for all issues contracted for is to be made by the 15th of the month preceding the first month in which the 
ad is to appear, which is also the date the ad copy is to be received. Payments are to be by check made out to Ramona 

DeWalt, noted: OTR. 
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CONTACT: Ken DeWalt, publisher, with any questions.  kendewalt@ontheriver.org    

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------

Special thanks to all whose advertising and donations

support the mission of ON THE RIVER.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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